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God and His Family 
1Timothy 1:1-2 

B.I. Come, oh come to the household of Christ!  Rest in His presence and revel in the 
abundance of His delights! 

LTS: Psalm 98 

Read 1 Tim. 1:1-17 

      My initial intention for this morning was to cover a large section or perhaps all of the 
verses we have just read. There is rich truth here that I am eager to help you see. But as I 
began my study in earnest last week I decided to pear the message down to only two 
verses (v. 1-2). Usually when we begin reading a NT epistle we know that Paul is going 
to begin with a traditional greeting so we breeze right past it. But we believe EVERY 
word of God is true, right? And there is treasure in these simple phrases that we would be 
negligent to pass over. 

     Let’s begin by reminding ourselves of a major theme in this letter. The key verse is 
found in 3:15 where Paul says,  

In case I am delayed, I write that you may know how one ought to behave in the 
household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of 
the truth. 

    Paul is writing Timothy about how believers are to relate to one another as the 
Household  (or “family”) of God, which is the church of the living God. If you are child 
of God by grace through faith, then you are a part of the household (family) of God. So 
let’s think about some significant truth about the family of God. 

I. Who Paul is in God’s Family: 
II. Who God is to God’s Family: 
III. What God Does for His Family: 

I. Who Paul is in God’s Family:  
1. Paul begins his letter by asserting His authority. The first thing He wants to 
communicate is that he has the right to direct the church to do and to refrain doing. From 
what source was that authority derived? The Source is none other than Jesus Christ who 
declared (Matt. 28), “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and in earth.” After 
His resurrection this same Jesus Christ appeared to Saul of Tarsus on the road to 
Damascus (where He was going to arrest and even kill Christians) and radically 
transformed His life by the glory of His Presence and Word. 



2. Paul did not choose to be an apostle. He became an apostle by divine fiat.  Hence Paul 
greets Timothy and the church at Ephesus (1:1), Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the 
command of God…” What did that command look and sound like? It looked like being 
traumatized by an incomprehensibly intense explosion of light that threw Him to the 
ground and left him blind for three days. And it sounded like this, “Saul, Saul., why are 
you persecuting Me?... I am Jesus whom you are persecuting! Get up and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you must do” (Acts 9). 

3. No one was more surprised about his inauguration into apostleship than Paul was. The 
only contact he desired to have with the Christians and their God was the kind that 
resulted in their death. The news of his apostleship with as astonishing to Him as it was to 
the church. And He never forgot that.  

4. Turn with me to 1 Cor. 15. (Read 3-9) 

5. When others considered Paul’s apostleship they asked, “How did he become an 
apostle?” When Paul considered the question he asked, “Yea, how in the world did I get 
to be an apostle?” I mean its understandable that the Eleven became His apostles; they 
followed Him for three years. They wanted to be near Him! They wanted to serve Him! 
They sat at His feet, listened to His teaching, saw His miracles, grieved at His arrest, 
were devastated by His death and overjoyed by His resurrection. All I wanted was to kill 
Him and those who called themselves His disciples. So let’s be CLEAR: I am not an 
apostle by choice. I am an apostle by the sovereign authority of God who struck me down 
and raised me up as a new person – a new creation. I am an apostle by the command of 
God. And yet, I consider myself “the least of the apostles.”  So Paul is writing this letter 
with all the authority of an apostle of Christ.  

6. Some have objected that such an official title in a letter to a friend is out of place. But 
this is NOT merely a personal letter to Timothy, but an official letter of instruction to 
Timothy and the whole church. We know that because it is full of specific mandates. Paul 
says things like,  

• (1:3) “I urge you… remain… in order that you may instruct”  
• (1:18) “This commandment I entrust to you.” 
• (4:11-16) “Prescribe and teach these things.” 
• (6:13) “I charge you in the presence of God.” 

7. In one sense, Paul was probably writing in this manner knowing that Timothy would 
have the elders of the church read it to their flock, thereby establishing Timothy’s 
authority to instruct them on how to deal with the false teachers.  

8. This is Paul’s official role in the family of God. He is an apostle of Jesus Christ sent by 
the Lord Himself not only to plant churches but to give them authoritative (sometime 
“inspired” and “infallible”) instruction about what to do and how to live. He is not the 
Father of God’s family. He preferred to be seen as a steward in God’s house. That is, a 



humble servant who have been given the responsibility managing the Father’s affairs. 
This is Paul’s role in God’s household.   

9. Then, after reminding Timothy and the church at Ephesus what His role is in God’s 
family, he takes a moment to remind us of who God is to His family.   

II. Who God Is to His Family: 

1. We are going to see three designations of God in this verse. He is our Lord, our Savior, 
and our Hope  

2. First, notice that this is what we might call a semi-trinitarian verse. While there’s no 
mention of the H.S. here, God (presumably The Father) and Jesus Christ are both 
mention in the span of only 16 words. But the thing I want you to notice primarily is that 
God is the Lord of His family.  

3. Now we don’t see the term “Lord” until verse 2, but the truth of God’s Lordship is 
compacted into the word “command.” How did Paul become an apostle? By the 
command of God. Here is what we need to know about God. He is the Lord of His 
household. 

4. Consider this, every member of His household has been brought into His family by 
adoption. Paul explains to the church in Ephesus that “He predestined us to adoption as 
sons” (Eph. 1:5). And to the church of Rome He said we “have not received that spirit of 
slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which 
we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’”  

5. Now in the case of adoption, who chooses who? Does the child choose the parents or 
do the parents choose the child? And so it is with God. Listen, beloved, everyone one of 
us came into the family of God the same way. We didn’t earn it. We weren’t humanly 
born into it. We were chosen by God and adopted into His family. And the adoption price 
which the Father freely paid we no less than the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  

6. Say many things about God. Say He is gracious. Say He is merciful. Say He is 
compassionate and slow to anger. But say also that He Is Lord! He is the sovereign God 
over His household. What He says, goes. But this should not cause us to fear. Rather, it 
should cause us as His children to love, trust, and delight in Him more.  

7. The eloquence of Charles Spurgeon is refreshing on this point: 
There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God's 
Sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, 
they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that Sovereignty 
overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all. There is nothing for 
which the children ought more earnestly to contend than the doctrine of their 
Master over all creation - the Kingship of God over all the works of His own 
hands - the Throne of God and His right to sit upon that throne… It is God upon 



the throne that we love to preach. It is God upon His throne whom we trust.    1

(C.H. Spurgeon) 

8. Who is God to His church? He is Lord.   

9. Second, Who is God to His church? He is our Savior.  Note how Paul describes God: 
“Paul, and apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of (who?) “God our Savior.” 

10. When you think about God what comes to mind? Do you think first of God as 
Creator? Do you think of Him as your Judge? Do you think of Him as a harsh Father? 
Oh, beloved. That is not who God is to His children. To us He is God our Savior.  

11. It may surprise you to learn that Paul didn’t come up with this moniker for God. No, 
as a Jew who had spent his life studying the OT, he knew that this is how faithful Israel 
thought of God. You see, just as we look back to the cross and think of Christ our savior, 
so the Jews looked back to the Egypt and the Red Sea and thought of God our Savior.  

12. For example, in Deut. 6, after recounting the law of God he says this (Deut.6:20–23) 

When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the 
testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has 
commanded you?’ 21 then you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’s 
slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us out [i.e. Saved] of Egypt with a 
mighty hand. 22 And the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and 
grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before 
our eyes. 23 And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in 
and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers. 

13. The faithful remnant of Israel never forgot that God had saved them. Witness 
the many times after this text that God is called their Savior.   

1) 1 Chron. 16:35  “‘Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather and deliver us 
from among the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name and 
glory in your praise.’” 

2) Psalm 24:5 “He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from 
the God of his salvation.” 

3) Psalm 25:5 “Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 
salvation;  

4) Psalm 27:1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 
LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

5) Psalm 62:1–2 “For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my 
salvation. 2 He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be 
greatly shaken.” 

6) Psalm 79:9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; 
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deliver us, and atone for our sins, for your name’s sake! 

7) Psalm 95:1 “Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to 
the rock of our salvation!” 

14. When you think of God the Father do you think of Him as your Savior? Do you think 
that He is somehow reluctant to save? Oh my friend, you may not have had a good model 
of what a father is supposed to be. Perhaps your Father was indifferent, or hateful, 
condemning, or abusive. But that is no reflection upon God. He is by nature a Savior.  

15. The false teachers in Ephesus probably had a view of God that corresponded to their 
twisted view of the law which led to asceticism, forbidding marriage, and other unbiblical 
ideas. But that is no reflection upon God. He is by nature a Savior.   

16. Paul presses this point in chapter 2 (1 Tim) when he says (2:3–4) “This is good, and it 
is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” This is a true revelation of the heart of God. He 
takes no delight in the death of the wicked. It is His nature to save. 

17. Peter will say (2 Pet. 3:9)  “The Lord…  is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” Now of course we know that not 
everyone will be saved. In fact, “the way is broad that leads to destruction and many are 
they who find it.”  But that is NO reflection on the impulse of the Heart of God. He is by 
nature a Savior. And if you are His child than God invites you to bask in the glory of this 
truth. God is your Savior. It was at the impulse of God the Father His Son, Jesus, came to 
earth.  

16. Jesus said (John 5:24) “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.” How does one lay hold on eternal life? By believing in the One who sent 
Jesus. Who’s that? It is none other than God our Savior.  

17. Who is God to His family? He is our Lord. He is our Savior, and… 

18. Third, He is our hope. Notice how Paul says it. “Paul, and apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the Command of God our Savior and Jesus our Hope.” 

19. What Christ accomplished on the cross established our hope for the future. What is 
hope? Biblical hope is never a wish or a dream. You might hope to get a new job or a 
raise. You might hope to have a big family some day. You young ladies might hope that 
some godly young man will come along and put a great big diamond on your finger. But 
none of these things are guaranteed to happen. That is not the kind of hope the Bible 
speaks of. Hope in the Scriptures is a solid confidence in the bedrock promises that are 
unshakable and cannot change. To say Jesus is our hope, then, is to speak of Jesus as 
something we put absolute confidence in knowing He can never fail.  

20. More specifically, when the N.T. speaks of Jesus as our hope it almost always points 
to the promise of the future grace of Christ’s return. We are saved, but our salvation is 
incomplete. We are adopted, but our adoption is incomplete. Our great hope is in the 



promise that one day Jesus Christ will come for us and take us to the home that He has 
been building for us for the past 2,000 where we will live in the presence of God forever.  

21. Consider these significant passages from the NT. 
• Eph 1:18 Paul speaks of “having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints 

• Titus 2:13 “waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ 

• Titus 3:7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life. 

• 1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, 
fix your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

• And my favorite - Col. 1:27 where Paul speaks of “the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the HOPE of glory. 

22. This is who God is to His family. He is our Lord who always leads us in perfect 
wisdom and love; our Savior, who because of His great love paid the highest price to save 
us; and our Hope, who has promised with an unbreakable oath and promise that one day 
He will complete the work He began in us when He reveals Himself in glory and takes us 
home to live in the presence of the Father forever. 

23. Beloved, all of this is almost too wonderful to take in. And just as we think it is 
enough, Paul give us more.  First He tells us who Paul is in God’s family. Then He tells 
us what God is to His family, then finally (and briefly) he reveals… 

III. What God does for His family: 
1. In verse 2 Paul says, “To Timothy, my true child in the faith. Grace, Mercy, and Peace 
to you from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

2. As the three wise men presented the child Jesus with gold, frankincense, and myrrh, so 
the Lord presents us with three precious gifts of eternal value: Grace, Mercy, and Peace. 

3. Grace: (charis) speaks of God’s impulse to give. His glory is mad manifest in this that 
He will always be the Giver – for From Him and through Him and two Him are all 
things. To Him be the glory forever and ever! Amen! 

• Grace is truly a treasure to us because by it we have everything God has promised 
us in Jesus (Eph. 1:3-8). 

• Grace us simply God giving us all the things we don’t deserve: Forgiveness of all 
our sins; transformation of the heart, Union with Christ, fellowship in the Spirit, 
the Hope of eternal life. These are all so many precious gems of grace. 



4. Mercy: (eleos) speaks of the impulse of God to whithhold from His children what we 
really do deserve. You will remember that God told Adam and Eve that on the day they 
eat of the forbidden fruit they would surely die. They ate but they didn’t die immediately. 
Why? Because of God irrepressible mercy. Because of His Son’s finished work on the 
cross, God does NOT count our sins against us. Aren’t you glad for that? What an epic 
relief! Holy God will not count our sins against us! 

5. Peace: (eirene) speaks of the radical transition that took place in the relationship 
between you and God on that day He ransomed you, and purchased you for Himself. You 
who were once God’s enemies have now become his beloved children. Where there once 
was hostility, now there is… Peace. “Peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Conclusion: 
1. You know, when we open the bible in the morning to read God’s word and we come to 
an introduction like this one, we are so prone to breeze right through it as so much 
meaningless jargon. But these are not empty words! Paul lays them before us to remind 
us of the Wonder and Glory of being a child of God.  

2. I have a friend that I meet with for lunch nearly every week. We meet over at Central 
Market whenever we can. And when we meet I sometimes get their first and purchase my 
lunch and find a table. And when my friend arrives he comes and joins me at the table 
and we talk about things that are meaningful to both of us. Thinking about this the other 
day I imagined meeting with Paul whenever I open one of His epistles and begin to read. 
I imagine our meeting like this.  

3. When I meet with Paul, I get my cup of coffee and sit down at the table and wait for 
my friend to arrive. I see him pass through the door on the other side of the room. He 
catches my eye and then, as always, he begins hobbling in my direction with an over-
sized carpetbag that he can hardly carry with two hands. Approaching my chair with 
sweat on his brow he groans deeply with the effort of hoisting the bag onto the table 
where it lands with a mighty thud! Then He says to me with a smile, “This is from the 
Master.” “Same as always? I reply” “Same as always,” he says. I peak into the bag and 
there I find treasure more that I could spend in a thousand lifetimes. What kind of 
treasure? Three kinds actually: Grace, Mercy, and Peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Every time I meet with Paul, he comes carrying that ponderous bag of 
treasure. He always offer the Master’s gift before we talk about anything else. And I seen 
it so many times I often take it for granted and miss the glory and the wonder of God’s 
gift.  

4. A.W. Tozer once wrote: “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us. ... Worship is pure or base as the worshiper entertains high 
or low thoughts of God.” I think every time Paul wrote a greeting at the top of another 
epistle he wanted to bless His readers with a reminder of the amazing goodness of our 
God. Sometime I just think we  just need to stop and take the time to open the bag once 



again – as if for the first time – and gaze at the wonder of who God is to His family, and 
what He does for His family.


