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Message #28                Matthew 8:14-17 

 

The book of Matthew is a book that presents Jesus Christ as King of the Jews, offering Himself 

and a kingdom to Israel.  The problem is she needed righteousness greater than her own to get 

into that kingdom.  The miracles in Matthew 8 not only show that Jesus is the Messiah, they 

show that He ministers to people that most of the religious world writes off.  In this one chapter 

we have Him helping a leper, a Roman soldier and an old Jewish woman.  According to the 

Pharisees, these were social outcasts and were nobodies.  But they became a remarkable testi-

mony of God’s grace and power. 

 

ONE TOUCH FROM JESUS CHRIST CAN  INSTANTLY  TRANSFORM A SINFUL 

PERSON INTO A SERVANT OF GOD. 

 

FACT #1 – Jesus  went  to Peter’s home.  8:14a 

 

Now we know from Matthew 8:5 that Jesus had entered Capernaum.  We also know from John 

1:44 that Peter and Andrew were originally from Bethsaida, a city located about 2.5 miles east  

of Capernaum.  It is not known for sure where Peter’s home was located, but it must have been 

quite a nice home and quite a large home because Peter, his wife, his mother-in-law and his 

brother Andrew lived there (Mark 1:29).  Plus, apparently when they got to the home, several 

people were already there (Mark 1:30–note pronoun “they”), and there was still room for Jesus, 

James and John (Mark 1:29).  This would be a home that Jesus Christ would stay in more than 

once (Mark 2:1). 

 

Having a nice home is not a sin.  Having a large home is not a sin.  Peter was using his home for 

the glory of God. 

 

FACT #2 – Jesus  saw  Peter’s mother-in-law bedridden by a fever.  8:14b 

 

There are several things we want to see here: 

1) Peter was a married man.  He had a wife and she eventually traveled with him wherever he 

ministered.  I Cor. 9:5. 

2) Peter cared about his mother-in-law and had her living in his house. 

3) Peter’s mother-in-law was very sick with this fever to the point of being bedridden.  Luke, 

who was a medical doctor, says she had a high fever (Luke 4:38), which meant this was a 

very bad and dangerous fever. 

 

FACT #3 – Jesus  touched  Peter’s mother-in-law and instantly healed her.  8:15a 

 

Here to me is an important principle to see–when Jesus Christ touches a person’s life He 

instantly and completely delivers that person from the problem.  Peter’s mother-in-law was 

instantly and completely delivered.  She did not need further medical help or counseling.  She 

did not need pills or prescriptions; she was set free. 
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When Jesus Christ touches a person’s life, that person is instantly changed, spiritually speaking, 

from a status of being sick to a status of being healthy.  All one needs to be completely delivered 

from sin is one touch from Jesus Christ and that occurs the moment one believes on Him. 

 

FACT #4 – Peter’s mother-in-law  immediately  started serving Jesus Christ.  8:15b 

 

The primary point of this is to show how Christ’s healing power completely delivered this 

woman.  However, I want you to see something–the result of being healed immediately 

prompted within this woman the passion to serve Jesus Christ. 

 

If you have been touched by Jesus Christ, there ought to be a desire to serve the Lord.  That is a 

normal, healthy desire for one who has been set free from sin. 

 

FACT #5 – Many demon-possessed and sick people were  taken  to Christ to be healed.  8:16 

 

I want you to notice something–Jesus healed these people with a word.  For the life of me, I 

cannot figure out why so many sick people will run to a tent meeting or some phony healing 

service, when they can go directly to Jesus Christ, who has the power to speak instant healing. 

 

By the way, I want you to notice something here – hundreds and hundreds of people were healed 

by Jesus Christ and word spread.  The people living at that time had no excuse for not realizing 

Jesus was the Word of God and Jesus was the power of God. 

 

FACT #6 – Jesus did these healing miracles to fulfill  prophecy .  8:17 

 

Matthew writes that Jesus was doing this to fulfill a prophecy in Isaiah 53:4.  Now Isaiah 53 is  

a chapter that focuses on the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ, who would be wounded for our 

transgressions.  So Jesus was doing these miracles to establish that He was the One who could 

eventually go to the cross to heal their sin problem (Matt. 9:5). 

 

The point of the miracles was to establish the divine identity of Jesus Christ.  He was the 

One who would be wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities.  He was the 

One who would give us salvation in view of the fact that we all like sheep have gone astray. 

 

Jesus was the fulfillment of the entire O.T. prophetic plan of God and Israel missed it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


