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Acts 7: 37-43; “Moses – Pointing Us to Christ”, Sermon # 32 in the series –  
“Laying the Foundations”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on  

September 20th, 2015, in the Morning Worship.   
 
 

It will be good for us, at the outset of this sermon, if I remind you why Stephen is giving this 
defense of himself to the Sanhedrim, the seventy elders of Israel.  It was because he was so full of 
faith and power; it was because he did such great wonders and signs among the people, and he  
preached in such a powerful way, that those who opposed him, it says in verse 10, “were not able 
to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke”.  There is a power in the preaching of 
God’s word.  The Holy Spirit was going to own this sermon to the conviction of many hearts.  But 
even so, these men who were listening would reject Stephen and His message.   Let me begin by 
giving you this proposition of truth: The person who will reject Moses will also reject Jesus 
Christ.  This is because the law and the gospel are always meant to go hand in hand.  Our Lord 
says in Luke 16: 31 – “If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded 
though one rise from the dead.”  Conversely, we can also say that believing Moses and his 
writings will lead you to faith in Christ as you hear and believe the gospel.  The law and the 
gospel are not opposed to one another.  They work together.  The law convicts that God is 
righteous and we are not.  The gospel tells us of Christ who has fulfilled the law and tells us to 
believe in Him.  When you take a good look at these verses you can see that Moses was a man 
who was pointing all men to Christ in terms of his own relationship with the Angel of the Lord, 
and how he ministered to God’s people.  These verses show us, 1st of all – That Moses in his 
ministry pointed the Jews to Jesus Christ, and he would point you to Jesus Christ as well.  And 
2nd – Moses in his ministry pointed the Jews to the true worship of the living God, and he would 
point you to this true worship as well.  As we listen to these lessons of truth, let us think of how 
we can better share the truth with people around us.   
1st of all – Moses in his ministry pointed the Jews to Jesus Christ, and he would 
point you to Jesus Christ as well. (verses 37-40) 
       In this fine sermon that Stephen preached, he defended himself ably against the charge that 
he had spoken blasphemous words against the holy place of the temple, and the law itself.   His 
strategy with the Holy Spirit’s help, was not to answer the charges directly, but instead to speak 
of the wonderful history of God’s mercy and grace to nation of Israel.  He did this in order to win 
these men if he could, as he knew that the Holy Spirit would strive with them through his words.  
Do you believe in common grace?  Do you believe that the Holy Spirit strives with unbelieving 
wicked people so that they will see their need to trust in Christ for salvation?  It is the Holy Spirit 
who when He was given to the Church, Jesus said, would “convict the world of sin, and 
righteousness, and judgment”.  “Of sin, because they do not believe in Me”. (John 16: 9) This 
was a good example of the Holy Spirit convicting the world of sin.  He was convicting these 
unbelieving very religious men of their sins of rejecting Moses’ law; “You shall do no murder”.  
Many of these men that Stephen was preaching to were directly involved in approving of Jesus’ 
being falsely tried and put to death.  They were guilty of the greatest crime that was ever 
committed; of putting the Son of God to death.  And yet, Stephen would win them if he could, by 
preaching to them concerning God’s mercy and grace, first of all, and then applying the history 
of Israel’s rejection of Moses in the past, to that present situation which he was in, of his being 
falsely accused by them as well.   
       Let me ask you whether you have ever been convicted of your sins in the sight of the holy 
God; especially the sin of unbelief?  The sin of unbelief is the greatest sin of all; when you will 
not believe in Jesus because you would rather trust in your own evaluation of yourself, rather 
than God’s evaluation of you.  You think about yourself, and you believe that you are a pretty 
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good person just the way that you are.  But if you really knew yourself and saw yourself as God 
sees you, you would see that this is not the case at all.  Even the best and most moral of people 
need forgiveness for their sins, and a righteousness better than their own.  Self-righteous people 
are  people who see themselves as having enough righteousness in the sight of God to indeed win 
His approval.  And they have deceived themselves.  So God, in having a person preach to you the 
gospel, would have you to consider that your righteousness is not at all perfect, that you have not 
loved the Lord your God with all of your heart, soul, mind, or strength, or loved your neighbor as 
yourself at many points.  These were the 2 greatest commandments which were given to Moses 
to give to Israel.  But those commandments are the same requirement which God has for every 
man whether Jew or Gentile.  Many people would rather trust in their own wisdom, their own 
righteousness, and their own strength to win God’s favor and blessing.  
       But God does not bestow His blessings of eternal life based upon your looking at the law of 
God, the Ten Commandments, and thinking that you can keep them in any measure or to any 
extent, without grace.  Certainly the Bible is very clear; you cannot be justified by trying to keep 
the law of Moses or the Ten Commandments.  You cannot be declared righteous in the sight of 
God without faith in Jesus Christ.  This is why Stephen first spoke of grace, and God’s purpose in 
giving the promises and giving the law.  First Stephen spoke of the God of glory appearing to 
Abraham and His promise to give him and his descendants a land.  And yet it was not God’s 
purpose to give him an inheritance in it; no, not even enough to set his foot on, while he was 
living as a stranger in it.  But He would give Abraham the grace of faith right along with the 
promise, so that he would be looking for a city not made with hands eternal in the heavens.  
Stephen would show them, and he would show us, that God’s ways are not our ways. He spoke to 
them of God’s great Omniscience and His foreknowledge; of how God knew and had purposed 
that their fathers  would for 400 years be slaves in the land of Egypt.  He related further, how 
very amazing it was that the patriarchs, the brothers of Joseph were all envious of him and sold 
him into Egypt, but that God was with him and delivered him out of all of his troubles, and gave 
him favor in the eyes of Pharaoh, and made him governor over Egypt and all his house.  He tells 
them how God raised up Joseph to feed the world with grain which he stored up in the years of 
plenty, and how Joseph made himself known to his brethren on their second trip down to obtain 
corn.   
      Then he gave these gospel-resistant men much good instruction on the how the providence of 
God superintended every aspect of Moses’ life; from the time when he was a little baby 
threatened with death, because of Pharaoh’s command to throw all of the Hebrew baby boys into 
the river Nile; to the time of his bringing Israel out of the land of Egypt after he had shown them 
many signs and wonders.  Christ, who Stephen calls the Angel of the Lord, who we now know 
was the pre-incarnate 2nd Person of the Divine Trinity, our Lord Jesus Christ, revealed Himself 
to Moses in the bush which was burning and yet was not consumed.  He commissioned Moses to 
be their ruler and deliverer. In verse 35 Stephen tells them that the one whom God had 
appointed, Moses, was rejected by Israel when he first came to them.  Then he says in Verse 37 – 
“This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a 
Prophet like me from your brethren.”  “Him you shall hear.”  This is he who was in the 
wilderness with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our father, the one who 
received the living oracles to give to us, whom our fathers would obey, but rejected.”  “And in 
their hearts they turned back to Egypt, saying to Aaron, “Make us gods to go before us; as for 
this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”  
As I read these words to you, doesn’t it impress you what a close personal relationship Moses 
had with the Angel of the Lord; our Lord Jesus Christ?  The giving of the law came through 
Moses who was given it on Mount Sinai.  But it was given to Him by the pre-incarnate Christ 
Himself.  It says in verse 38 – “This Moses is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness 
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with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our father, the one who received the 
living oracles to give to us.” 
       Moses, in Deuteronomy 18, verse 15, pointed his Jewish brethren on to Christ when he said, 
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your 
brethren.”  “Him you shall hear.”  In these statements Moses was speaking of Christ’s 
incarnation, and how important it would be, when He came, to listen to Him.   You see the law 
and the gospel of Christ go hand in hand, for without the law we would not know the perfect 
standard of righteousness which God expects.  And without the law we would not know what sin 
is.  And without Moses’ testimony that Christ would be a prophet who they should listen to, they 
would not realize that they must believe in Jesus to have eternal and everlasting life; but rather 
they would perish if they rejected Him.  Verse 18 of Deuteronomy 18 says: “I will raise up for 
them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and 
He shall speak to them all that I command Him.”  “And it shall be that whoever will not hear My 
words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.”  The apostle Peter in quoting these 
words in a sermon which he preached to these same men, says in Acts 3: 22 – “For Moses truly 
said to the fathers, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your 
brethren.”  “Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you.”  “And it shall be that 
every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.”  
That is what God meant when He spoke through Moses to the people in Deuteronomy 18.  
“Requiring it of him” means that the person not believing in Jesus would perish in their sins and 
be destroyed forever; utterly destroyed from among the people of God forever.   
       Therefore, Moses and Christ go hand in hand in the preaching of the gospel because warning 
is needed as well as promise.  The person who believes in Jesus will most certainly be saved; but 
the person not believing in Jesus will most certainly be damned.  Therefore, not believing in 
Jesus, not having faith in Him, is the greatest of sins, ultimately, against God, and against 
yourself.  Don’t look at the conviction of sin, which comes to you from the Holy Spirit, as a bad 
thing.  The law is a schoolmaster to bring you to Christ.  The law will show your sin, and even the 
words of Moses Himself will point you to Christ.  Do not reject Moses as many in ancient Israel 
did.  Moses was faithful in all his house.  He will be faithful to you to warn you of self-righteous 
pride, and tell you that Christ, the ultimate Prophet of God, has fulfilled everything necessary to 
your being saved.  It was Moses who stood with Christ at the Transfiguration, being witness to 
His glory.  Moses face shown with the glory of the Old Covenant revelation of the 10 
Commandments.  Christ’s glory far excels that of Moses as He is the only Man to fulfill the law. 
Now 2ndly - Moses in his ministry pointed the Jews to the true worship of the 
living God, and he would point you to this true worship as well.   (verses 38-43) 
       Verse 39b says – “This Moses, our fathers would not obey, but rejected.” “And in their hearts 
they turned back to Egypt, saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods to go before us; as for this Moses who 
brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” “And they made a 
calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.”  
“Then God turned and gave them up to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of 
the Prophets: ‘Did you offer Me slaughtered animals and sacrifices during forty years in the 
wilderness, O house of Israel?’  “You also took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your 
god Remphan, images which you made to worship; and I will carry you away beyond Babylon.”   
I want us to see that believing Moses and believing Christ go hand in hand together in the whole 
matter of worship.  It was the Angel, our Lord Jesus Christ in pre-incarnate form, who spoke to 
Moses on Mt. Sinai, Stephen says in verse 38 of our text.  And it was Moses who received the 
living oracles to give to the Jewish people.  It should be evident from our text, that the people 
were not satisfied with Moses, the man of God’s appointment, in terms of his leading them into 
the true worship of God. And furthermore, they were not satisfied to wait to receive the 
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instructions which Moses was going to bring them concerning the worship that God was 
revealing would be acceptable and pleasing in His sight.  They were not content to listen to the 
voice of the Angel as mediated through Moses, but they would rather worship God according to 
their own thoughts and their own made up form.  They were to wait for Moses at the bottom of 
the mountain, while he received the oracles of God, and then receive they were to receive them 
when he came down. 
      So Moses went up on the mountain, we read in Exodus 19, verse 20, when God called him up 
to receive the instructions, the moral law of God in the Ten Commandments, and the ceremonial 
law, the law of commandments contained in ordinances.  How long he was up there this first 
time is not related.  But in the minds of many of the people he was up there on the mount way 
too long for them.  They were impatient, and more truthfully, they wanted their own way in 
terms of their worship.  They wanted to worship God on their own terms.  They come to Aaron 
and they say, ‘Make us gods to go before us; as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”  That statement was an excuse for what 
followed.  They were intent on making up their own form of worship, when they came to Aaron 
and demanded that he make them gods that they see and worship in their own way.  Now, we 
need to understand the timing of all that happened back there in the wilderness, at Mt. Sinai.  It 
was in Exodus 19 that Moses went up on the mount, and all that the Lord gave him of His holy 
law runs from chapter 20 to chapter 32.  Toward the end of Moses’ time up on the mount with 
the Angel, the Angel relates to Moses in chapter 32, verse 8 – “They have turned aside quickly 
out of the way which I commanded them.”  “They have made themselves a molded calf, and 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the 
land of Egypt!” 
       I want you to take notice of these words: “They have turned aside quickly out of the way…” 
They had turned quickly out of the way of true worship; the hearts of these people turned from 
the worship of the true and living God, to idolatry.  And these were people who had seen the 
mighty works of God on their behalf. God had delivered them with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm. They had seen the Lord destroy Egypt with His plagues.  They had seen 
Pharaoh and his army drowned in the Red Sea, while them themselves passed over on dry 
ground.  And then, as we read further, we find that in the process of their being shown by God 
Himself what He would have them do to worship and to serve Him, in the very act of His giving 
His holy law to Moses, even while he is up on the mountain talking with God, they ask Aaron to 
make them gods which who would go before them. They reject Moses as their leader; he who 
had been their prince and their deliverer, the man who led them out of their bondage in Egypt.  
Were they thankful for all that he had gone through for their sakes, and all that he had done for 
them?  No, not at all.  Were they willing to wait for God’s word through Moses, to them? No, 
they act as though there is a problem with Moses and with God, and so they think that they must 
make up their own worship of God.  Our text in verse 39 says, “In their hearts they turned back 
to Egypt”.  Egypt is a picture of the world to us reading these things, hearing these things, today.  
       Because, this same kind of behavior sometimes takes place in the hearts and minds of those 
who say that they are Christians; even today.  Instead of receiving the word of the Lord through 
God’s chosen servants, godly pastors and teachers who will preach to them the whole counsel of 
the word of God concerning what worship really is, they want to make up a worship of their own 
which God never commanded; neither did the apostles ever show it to them by their example.  
These people who I am speaking of do not want to make a golden calf.  But instead they want to 
make a god of their own pleasures.  They make a god of their own thoughts, regarding what they 
think God might accept as worship.  Entertainment they believe is worship.  Well prepared 
sermonic messages, they tell others, are boring and burdensome.  They add to the truth of the 
Scriptures or they take away from it.  In the place of Biblical doctrines they put truths and 
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practices which seem good to them.  They engage in practices which men have made up, which 
are not found in the Bible; these things that are false, they will promote with all of their strength 
until they can get them established in their local church.   
       Let it me apply it to you this way: When there is a dissatisfaction with what God has 
commanded to be done in worship, God cannot be glorified and honored.  When waiting upon 
the preaching of His word, listening to the reading of the Scriptures, joining in corporate prayer, 
and the observance of the Lord’s Supper, are not eagerly received by people who call themselves 
Christians, there will be problems which will develop.  The things that we are supposed to be 
doing in worship, come to be re-defined or thrown out altogether by the opinions of men. There 
was a breakdown in the true worship of the Lord that day. The children of Israel were not 
content to sit at the foot of the mountain and wait until Moses came to them, bringing them the 
word of the Lord.  And so, when they fell into idolatry and worshiped the golden calf, when 
Moses came down from the mountain with the two tablets of stone which had been made by the 
hand of God, and written upon by the finger of God, when Moses saw the people engaging in this 
false worship, when he heard the sound of strange music and singing, when he saw the calf and 
the dancing and the immorality, he threw the tablets down on the ground and broke them.   
       I hope that you will remember, or that you will come to understand for perhaps the first time 
today, that there were actually two sets of stones upon which the Ten Commandments were 
written.  The first set were the ones broken by Moses when he came down from the mountain 
and found that the people had gotten Aaron to make a golden calf out of their jewelry, because 
they were impatient.  These were broken in judgment.  They were broken to show God’s great 
displeasure with the people’s having made an idol, and to bring them to conviction of their sins.  
But the 2nd set of tablets which were made were to show forth God’s being gracious and 
compassionate as well as righteous in the giving of His law.  Turn with me over to Exodus 
Chapter 34, verse 1.  “And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Cut two tablets of stone like the first ones, 
and I will write on these tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you broke.”  “So be 
ready in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself to Me 
there on the top of the mountain.”  “And no man shall come up with you, and let no man be seen 
throughout all the mountain; let neither flocks nor herds feed before that mountain.”  “So he cut 
two tablets of stone like the first ones.”   
       “Then Moses rose early in the morning and went up Mount Sinai, as the Lord had 
commanded him; and he took in his hand the two tablets of stone.”  “Now the Lord descended in 
the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord.”  “And the Lord 
passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and fourth generation.”  “So 
Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped.”  “Then he said, ‘If now 
I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though we are a 
stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.”  “And 
He said: ‘Behold, I make a covenant.”  “Before all your people I will do marvels such as have not 
been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among whom you are shall see 
the work of the Lord.”  “For it is an awesome thing that I will do with you.”   
       You can see that really there was quite a difference between the first presentation of the law 
by Moses to the people, from the second presentation of it.  The first presentation is that which 
was intended to bring conviction of sin following their breaking of God’s law in respect to 
worshipping Him alone.  The people did respond to God’s convicting them of their sins, because 
it says in chapter 34, verse 4 – “And when the people heard this bad news, they mourned, and no 
one put on his ornaments.”  “For the Lord had said to Moses, ‘Say to the children of Israel, ‘You 
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are a stiff-necked people.”  “I could come up into your midst in one moment and consume you.”  
“Now therefore, take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do to you.”  Well, God 
responded to Moses’ praying and interceding for them with talking in Chapter 34 about a 
covenant where He would do marvels.  This came in connection with Moses praying, “Go among 
us, pardon our iniquity and take us as Your inheritance.”  In this regard, Moses the mediator of 
the Old Covenant is typical of Christ in the New Covenant.   Moses points us on to Christ.  The 
ministry of the Old Covenant did have glory.  That glory was conveyed to mind and heart of 
Moses in beholding the righteousness of God being revealed in all of His holy commandments.  
But the people could not keep God’s holy law.  And so how could the word of the Lord come to 
them, and they come to worship this holy God?   
       Listen to Exodus 34: 29 – “Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and 
the two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), 
that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him.”  “So when Aaron and all the children of 
Israel saw Moses, behold the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.” “So 
when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone while he 
talked with Him.” “Then Moses called to them, and all the rulers of the congregation returned to 
him; and Moses talked with them.”  “Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave 
them as commandments all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai.” And when 
Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face.” “But whenever Moses went in 
before the Lord to speak with Him, he would take the veil off until he came out; and he would 
come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been commanded.”  “And 
whenever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then 
Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.”  This was really 
how their worship was conducted.  And in this, I believe that Moses was pointing the people on 
to Christ.   
       For who is a faithful gospel minister but the one who spends time beholding the glory of 
Christ and having the work of the Spirit take place in his heart?  The skin of Moses’ face shone 
because he had been in the presence of the Lord of glory, and would speak with the Lord of 
glory, as well as be spoken to.  But Paul in 2nd Corinthians 3: 12 says this about the gospel 
minister: “Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech – unlike Moses, 
who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of 
what was passing away.”  But their minds were blinded.”  “For until this day the same veil 
remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.”  
You see Moses really was beholding Christ in those times on the mount, and you and I in the 
New Covenant, having believed in Christ have had the veil taken away.  This is why we worship 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  He perfectly fulfilled the law and has brought us to God. “Now the Lord is 
the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”  “But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  That is what New Covenant worship is all about. 
 
 
  


