
Lk. 22:35-38: LD 6, Q/A 19  “That Which Refers to Him”

For the Children: If you are going into a dangerous place, you make careful preparations.  If you’re going into a jungle 
where there are dangerous wild animals, perhaps you take a gun, or some people to help protect you.  Well, we live in a 
dangerous world, where there are many people who hate God’s children.  We need a Saviour to protect us – One who is 
strong enough to do so, and who keeps all His promises.  The Lord Jesus is the only One who can do that.  Questions: 
Why did things get more difficult for the disciples after Jesus went to the cross?  Why doesn’t the Lord want us to use 
weapons to force people to be Christians?  Is there any part of the Bible that is not about the Lord Jesus?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Difficult Time
• Happier Days: In Lk. 9:1f and 10:1f, when Jesus sent out the 12 then the 70 on a mission tour, they were told 

not to take a money belt, bag, or sandals with them.  Jesus was still very popular, and so they would receive 
support from many people.

• A Changed Situation: Now the situation had changed.  The Lord was about to be put to death as a criminal.  He 
would be despised by the Jews and the Romans.  The popular support would be replaced by hostility against 
His disciples, too.  Later, they would be sent out into the world, often travelling in wilder regions.   Their Lord 
would not be physically with them any longer – though He would be with them in His sovereign care, His 
Word and Spirit.

• A Time to Be Prepared: This was now a time to prepare carefully – to take a money belt, bag and even a sword 
for the bandits and wild animals in the wilder regions.  The arrangements for the earlier mission tour were not 
normative for all time.  

• A Kingdom Not of This World: However, the sword was not intended for defending Jesus when He was 
arrested (22:49-51).  He had to be arrested, tried and crucified.  The Gospel must be defended spiritually, for 
His Kingdom is not of this world (Jn. 18:36)..  That does not preclude self-defence in other situations (Ex. 
22:2-3).  The Lord therefore does not stop the disciples from taking the swords, though He does stop them 
from using them at His arrest.  He also closes off discussion on weapons in v. 38.

Second Point: A Time of Fulfillment
• Isaiah Fulfilled: Jesus had to die in order to fulfill passages like Is. 53:12.  Behind that verse, that chapter of 

Isaiah teaches that the Jews would reject Christ, and regard Him as a criminal and cursed by God. It also 
teaches that He would suffer for our sins, as a Substitute – but that He would be vindicated and justify the 
many.  This passage alone meant that His disciples were in for a hard time! 

• The Whole OT Fulfilled: Of course, it was not just Is. 53 that these events fulfilled.  We could think of Gen. 
3:15, the covenant with Abraham and his descendants (e.g., Gen. 22:18; Gen. 49:10; the many Messianic 
prophecies in “The Prophets” (Is. 7:10f, Is. 53; in the Wisdom Literature )Ps. 2); as well as the various 
ceremonial laws, such as the sacrifices, the priesthood, and the Temple.  There is really no part of the OT that 
does not point to Christ.  See Lk. 24:27, 44-45. 

• A Necessary Fulfillment: This fulfillment was necessary.  For it is vitally important – “I tell you…” (v. 37). 
All that refers to Him in the OT MUST be fulfilled.  It was necessary because this was God’s plan of salvation, 
and because God had promised these things.  He always keeps His Word.  What God considers necessary, we 
must take seriously, by considering the Christ-relatedness of every passage

• A Complete Fulfillment: God’s goal re His Son must be fully realized.  This fulfillment is not an ongoing 
process, it is completed in Christ.  He is the All-Sufficient Saviour!

• What It Teaches Us: In order to fulfill the OT, Christ had to be God, man, and perfectly righteous.  Only thus 
could we be saved.  This is the Gospel, promised in the OT and fulfilled in the NT – that Jesus Christ is the 
only Mediator who could fulfill these things  

Conclusion:


