
Mk. 13:1-13  “A Time of Great Strife”

For the Children: People often think they know what is going to happen in the future.  They tell us what the weather 
will do tomorrow, or who will win the rugby match.  Some try to tell us what will be happening in the world just before 
the Lord Jesus comes back.  We must be careful not to act as if we have the future all figured out.  Only the Lord knows 
exactly what will happen.  He controls it all.  We must concentrate on trusting Him, and making sure we are not fooled 
into believing or doing something wrong.  Questions: Why did God destroy the temple in Jerusalem?  Are there any 
signs that will tell us that the Lord Jesus is about to return?  Why should we not be too frightened when we hear about 
wars and disasters?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: What Is Jesus Talking About?
• Not One Stone Left: The Lord had just finished some fierce altercations with the Jewish leaders.  Now He 

warns of the total destruction of the Temple, as a punishment on Israel’s apostasy.  This is exactly what 
happened in AD 70.

• These Things: “These things”(v. 4) refers to the destruction of the Temple, the sole subject of this part of the 
chapter.  This is confirmed in v. 30, where the Lord assures them that “this generation will not pass away until 
all these things take place.”

• The Beginning of Birth Pangs: The signs are, however, “the beginning of birth pangs” (v. 8).  This OT image 
of a woman in labour (Is. 13:8, 26:17, Hos. 13:13 etc) may simply mean that AD 70 will certainly follow the 
warning signs.  It could also mean that such troubles will continue until the world ends

Second Point: What Are the Signs?
• False Messiahs: The signs mentioned in this part of Mk. 13 include the appearance of false Messiahs, which 

were unusually common in the first century AD.

• Wars and Rumours of Wars: There were also many wars and rumours of opposition to the Romans at this time.

• Natural Disasters: At least 2 large earthquakes rocked the region (AD 61 and 63).  Famines were also common, 
especially between AD 41-54.

• Division and Persecution: The Lord also warned that as the Christian faith spread, there would be many 
divided families, many betrayals, and much persecution of believers – as the Book of Acts outlines.

• The Spreading of the Gospel: However, persecution led to the spread of the faith.  By AD 70, the Gospel had 
been preached throughout the “known world” (Rom. 1:5,8; 10:18; 15:18-21; Col. 1:5-6).

Third Point: What Do We Learn from This?
• Don’t Be Misled: What Jesus foretold had to take place – since He is divine.  But what false messiahs, 

prophets and teachers say should not be listened to.  Don’t be misled by them!

• Don’t Be Frightened: Disasters, persecution etc should not terrify us.  God is with us, as He was with believers 
of the first century.

• Be on Guard: However, we should be on guard to avoid hostility when we can – so long as we do not 
compromise the truth

• Don’t Worry about Your Defence: If we are called on to answer to the authorities, we should not panic over 
what we will say.  The Holy Spirit will give us the words to speak.

• Make Sure You Endure: God preserves His people, but we are called upon to endure until the end.  All who do 
so will be saved.

Conclusion:


