
 
The Servant King Who Emptied Himself to Conquer. Phil 2.5-8 (Part II) 

• Paul called the Philippians to unity in a time of outward & inward trials.  

• 2:1-4 Paul’s call to unity of heart & mind:  indicative imperative order  

• Trinitarian indicatives: Christ’s encouragement, God’s love, Spirits partnership, that 

motivate & enable us to treasure others above ourselves (2:1) 

• 2: 2-4: defining attitude of unity & humility: believers right response to grace  

• Paul reverses the order to imperative indicative: first exhorting us to embrace & show the 

mind of Christ, then he shows Christ’s mindset of selfless love  

• That love expressed: incarnation, death, humiliation leading to His exaltation  

• First we saw: I. The Servant King stoops to share His mind with us (v.5) 

• Second we saw: II. The height from which the Servant King stooped (v.6) 

III. The Depth to Which the Servant King Lowered Himself (vv 7, 8) 

a) Servant King stooped low “emptying Himself” becoming a “bondservant” v.7a 

• Jesus emptied Himself; He made Himself powerless, ineffective.  

• He embraced role of insignificance/impotence, assuming: “form of a servant” 

• He humbled himself in this way not by abandoning His divine might & knowledge 

• He added to His divine nature: human nature, limited like ours (without sin) 

b) The Servant King empties Himself by coming in the “likeness of man” (7b) 

• Jesus was made like His brothers in every respect, without sin (Heb 2:17) 

• For an orthodox Jew it was a shocking statement that Jesus was God & man 

c) Servant King stooped by becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross (8) 

• One who was in very nature God, equal with God, a servant died on a cross  

• God, humbled Himself, came under curse of His own law, died for our sin  

Isa 53: 5; Rev 5: 9; Gal 4:14; Gal 3: 13; Matt 16: 16 


