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Acts 2:22–24  

22  “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you 

by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 

yourselves also know— 

23  Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you 

have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;  

24  whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible 

that He should be held by it. 

Acts 2:32  

32  This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.  

Acts 2:36  

36  “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  

 

Peter’s Sermon 

Acts 2:14-36 

 

INTRO: 

 

 Quite often our problem with the events in the Bible is they no longer surprise us. The point 

here is the events that transpired at the Birth of Church had never happened before.  None had 

ever seen heard or experienced anything like this. So, Peter rose up and in his sermon tried to 

make the crowd understand what was happening. 

 I. What Was Happening? (v. 14-21) 

II. Who is This is All About (v. 22-36) 

 

I. What Was Happening? (v. 14-21) 

 

A. After the unique and phenomenal events in verses 1-13 a crowd gathered and there 

needs to be an explanation. The first thing we observe is the first explanation people come 

up with on their own is neither logical nor correct. Be careful to find out the truth before 

you come up with your own explanations of things you experience. 
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B. Peter begins his sermon explaining that it is not logical to think these folks who are 

speaking in the native languages of the hearers were drunk. He, instead, quoted the 

prophecy from Joel the prophet (Acts 2:16-21). I remember a long discussion in my Acts 

class at Moody Bible Institute over whether Peter claimed this was the fulfillment of Joel’s 

prophecy. It was. Yet, every part of the prophecy was not fulfilled at that moment. Two 

outstanding realities need to be underlined. 

 

1. First, all that happened did not take place by accident. It was planned by God from 

the beginning. We can find great comfort in recognizing that God has everything under 

control and is carrying out His plan. Nothing is running amok, but all is following the will 

of the eternal God. Isaiah fled into this truth for comfort in the face of the judgment of 

God. The LORD is speaking in Isaiah 14:24. 

“The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, ‘Surely, as I have thought, so it shall 

come to pass, And as I have purposed, so it shall stand.’” 

 

2. Second, this is about the indwelling Holy Spirit being poured out on all who belong to 

Christ. This is not just for prophets or kings, God promised,  

Acts 2:18   “And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My 

Spirit” 

 

II. Who is This is All About (v. 22-36 

 

A. While the events were planned and described before by the LORD, all of it is because of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter said three things that God the Father did to bear witness to the 

Son.  

 

1. First, He gave evidence to the identity of the Son through the works Jesus did.  

Acts 2:22    “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested 

by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in 

your midst, as you yourselves also know”  

 

2. Second, God delivered Jesus to them to be crucified.  

Acts 2:23    “Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge 

of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death”  

None of this happened because God was sleeping at the switch. It was a part of God’s 

eternal plan. 

 

3. Finally, God the Father raised the Lord Jesus from the dead.  

Acts 2:24    “Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it 

was not possible that He should be held by it”  
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B. Not only did God the Father personally demonstrate that Jesus was His Son, He 

prophesied about the Lord Jesus in His book. 

 

1. Peter cited David in Psalm 16 describing the promise of Christ’s resurrection.  

 

2. Peter demonstrated that David could not have been talking about himself because he 

was dead and buried and they knew where his grave was.  

 

3. Peter pointed out he and all the other apostles were witnesses of this resurrection. 

Their opposition could not produce the body of Jesus to refute this even though he had 

died less than two months before. 

 

C. Finally, Peter argues from Psalm 110.  

Acts 2:33-36    “Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having 

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which 

you now see and hear. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says 

himself: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your 

enemies Your footstool.’ Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that 

God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  

 

D. What does this teach us? First, for those who know Christ as Savior, Peter reiterates that 

God’s plan is rolling along just as He intended it to be fulfilled. We are not robots. However, 

we are the servants of the Eternal God who is the blessed controller of all things. I love the 

assurance from the pen of Isaiah.  

Isaiah 14:27    “For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His 

hand is stretched out, And who will turn it back?” 
Just as the LORD planned the events of Pentecost, He prearranged the details of our lives. 

 

E. The second application to those who have not yet put their trust in Christ is: what will you 

do with Jesus? This is who He is. Will you turn from your sin to embrace Him by faith? 

 


