
Joy in Spite of Circumstances Pt. 2
Philippians 1:15-18

15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, 
and some also from goodwill: 16 The former preach Christ 
from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add 
affliction to my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing 
that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 18 What 
then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in 
truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will 
rejoice. 1

Introduction:
Earth could continue to host life for at least another 1.75 billion years, as 
long as nuclear holocaust, an errant asteroid or some other disaster 
doesn't intervene, a new study calculates.

But even without such dramatic doomsday scenarios, astronomical 
forces will eventually render the planet uninhabitable. Somewhere 
between 1.75 billion and 3.25 billion years from now, Earth will travel 
out of the solar system's habitable zone and into the "hot zone," new 
research indicates.

These zones are defined by water. In the habitable zone, a planet 
(whether in this solar system or an alien one) is just the right distance 
from its star to have liquid water. Closer to the sun, in the "hot zone," the 
Earth's oceans would evaporate. Of course, conditions for complex life 

1 The New King James Version. 1982 (Php 1:15–18). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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— including humans — would become untenable before the planet 
entered the hot zone. [The Top 10 Ways to Destroy Earth]

But the researchers' main concern was the search for life on other 
planets, not predicting a timeline for the end of life on this one.

The evolution of complex life on Earth suggests the process requires a 
lot of time.

Simple cells first appeared on Earth nearly 4 billion years ago. "We had 
insects 400 million years ago, dinosaurs 300 million years ago and 
flowering plants 130 million years ago," lead researcher Andrew Rushby 
of the University of East Anglia in the United Kingdom said in a 
statement." Anatomically modern humans have only been around for the 
last 200,000 years — so you can see it takes a really long time for 
intelligent life to develop."

Rushby and his colleagues developed a new tool to help evaluate the 
amount of time available for the evolution of life on other planets: a 
model that predicts the time a planet would spend in its habitable zone. 
In the research, published Wednesday in the journal Astrobiology, they 
applied the model to Earth and eight other planets currently in the 
habitable zone, including Mars. 

They calculated that Earth's habitable-zone lifetime is as long as 7.79 
billion years. (Earth is estimated to be about 4.5 billion years old.) 
Meanwhile, the other planets had habitable-zone lifetimes ranging from 
1 billion years to 54.72 billion years.

"If we ever needed to move to another planet, Mars is probably our best 
bet," Rushby said in a statement. "It's very close and will remain in the 
habitable zone until the end of the sun's lifetime — 6 billion years from 
now."
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While other models have been developed for Earth, they are not suitable 
for other planets, he added.

LiveScience, a TechMediaNetwork company.

I. The Pretending Preachers v. 15-16
Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, 2
16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not 
sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains;3
Some - This reflects back to Php 1:14--the brethren.

Indeed  - This phrase emphasizes that the detractors Paul is 
referring to did indeed preach the genuine gospel & were not 
heretics, Judaizers, Gnostics, idol worshipers, or devotees of 
Greek mythology.

Are preaching (proclaiming) (2784)(kerusso [word study] or 
kerysso from kerux/keryx = a herald - one who acts as the 
medium of the authority of one who proclamation he makes; 
kerugma = the thing preached or the message) means to 
proclaim (publicly) or to herald or act as a public crier - the town 
official who would make a proclamation in a public gathering.

Kerusso was used of the official whose duty it was to proclaim 
loudly and extensively the coming of an earthly king, even as our 
gospel is to clearly announce the coming of the King of kings and 
Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16-note)!

These detractors valued success, not as a triumph over 
paganism, but as a triumph over Paul. It would make them feel 
good if they could make his sufferings in prison more acute by 

2 The New King James Version. 1982 (Php 1:15). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
3 The New King James Version. 1982 (Php 1:16). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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reason of jealousy which might arise in his heart.  But their evil 
motives did not steal his joy, for as long as Jesus was being 
proclaimed as the Messiah, Paul was content.

John MacArthur says that the aspect of ministry that

"most distresses (him) is being falsely accused by fellow 
preachers of the gospel. For whatever reason, there are 
men who seem to desire to discredit the ministry of 
others. As a result they falsely accuse other ministers, 
not because those they attack are unbelievers, but 
simply to discredit them....The pain runs deep when 
preachers of the gospel slander, malign, misrepresent, 
criticize, accuse, oppose, or belittle your ministry." (John 
MacArthur)

Envy (5355) (phthonos [word study]) describes pain felt and 
malignity conceived at the sight of excellence or happiness. It 
means not just wanting what another person has, but also 
resenting that person for having it. It is an attitude of ill-will that 
leads to division and strife and even murder. When we envy, we 
cannot bear to see the prosperity of others, because we ourselves 
feel continually wretched.

Mark 15;10  For he was aware that the chief priests had handed Him 
over because of envy.

Romans 1:29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, 
evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips,

Galations 5:21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
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Titus 3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, 
deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in 
malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.

I Peter 2:1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and 
hypocrisy and envy and all slander,

The English word envy is interesting as it is derived from the Latin 
in = against and video = to look, “to look with ill-will,” etc., toward 
another, and obviously is an evil strongly condemned in both the 
Old Testament and the New Testament.

To envy is to feel a grudging discontent aroused by the 
possessions, achievements, or qualities of another along with the 
desire to have for oneself something possessed by another. To 
envy another is to show spiteful malice and resentment over 
another’s advantage. To envy is to possess a discontented 
feeling that arises in one's selfish heart in view of the superiority 
of another, and being nearly tantamount to the expression of 
jealousy.  The one who envies possesses a malignant passion 
that sees in another qualities that it covets, and can even 
degenerate into hatred for their possessor. When we feel envy 
towards others our basic desire is to degrade them, not so much 
because we aspires after elevation as because we delight in 
obscuring those who are more deserving. It follows that envying 
while seemingly just an "innocent" sin is in fact one of the most 
odious and detestable of all vices.

Jealousy and envy are close in meaning, but nevertheless are 
expressive of distinct attitudes, for jealousy makes us fear to lose 
what we possess, while envy creates sorrow that others have 
what we do not have. In other words, we are jealous of our own 
possessions, but we are envious of another man’s possessions. 
Jealousy fears to lose what it has, while envy is pained at seeing 
another have it!



Vine says that

envy differs from jealousy in that the former desires 
merely to deprive another of what he has, whereas the 
latter desires as well to have the same, or a similar, thing 
for itself." On this account envy is said to be “as the 
rottenness of the bones (Pr 14:30).

Thus Trench calls envy  “the meaner sin” of the two.

Spurgeon observes...

How often, if one Christian brother does a little more 
than his fellow-workers, they begin to find fault with him; 
and if one is blessed with greater success than others 
are, how frequently that success is disparaged and 
spoken of slightingly!

This spirit of envy is, more or less, in us all and though, 
perhaps we are not exhibiting it just now, it only needs a 
suitable opportunity for its display, and it would be 
manifested. No man here has any idea of how bad he 
really is. You do not know how good the grace of God 
can make you, nor how bad you are by nature, nor how 
bad you might become if that nature were left to itself.

Strife (2054) (eris [word study]) means contention, wrangling, 
quarrels. It refers to engagement in rivalry, especially with 
reference to positions taken in a matter, such a belief in the 
meaning of a genealogy! strife, a general term that carries the 
ideas of all kinds of self-centered rivalry and contentiousness 
about the truth. Strife is an expression of enmity with bitter 
sometimes violent conflict or dissension. It refers to persistent 
contention, bickering, petty disagreement, and enmity. It reflects a 
spirit of antagonistic competitiveness that fights to have its own 
way, regardless of cost to itself or of harm to others. It is produced 
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by a deep desire to prevail over others, to gain the highest 
prestige, prominence, and recognition possible. Strife is 
characterized by self-indulgence and egoism. It has no place 
even for simple tolerance, much less for humility or love.

Barclay writes that strife (eris)...

is the contention which is born of envy, ambition, the 
desire for prestige, and place and prominence. It comes 
from the heart in which there is jealousy. If a man is 
cleansed of jealousy, he has gone far to being cleansed 
of all that arouses contention and strife. It is God-given 
gift to be able to take as much pleasure in the 
successes of others as in one’s own...Eris is the spirit 
that is born of unbridled and unholy competition. It 
comes from the desire for place and power and prestige 
and the hatred of being surpassed. It is essentially the 
sin which places self in the foreground and is the entire 
negation of Christian love...(Eris)  is a word of battles. It 
denotes rivalry and competition, discord about place and 
prestige. It is the characteristic of the man who has 
forgotten that only he who humbles himself can be 
exalted. (Barclay, W: The Daily Study Bible Series, Rev. 
ed. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press)

Romans 13:13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in 
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and 
sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.

I Cor 3:3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy 
and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not 
walking like mere men?

II Cor 12:20 For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may 
find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not 
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what you wish; that perhaps there will be strife, jealousy, angry 
tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances;

Gal 5:20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
disputes, dissensions, factions,

Puritan Thomas Manton gives some good advice when you find 
yourself in a situation of being misrepresented like Paul was. He 
writes

"God is the most powerful asserter of our innocence. He 
has the hearts and tongues of men in His own hands, 
and can either prevent the slanderer from uttering 
reproach, or the hearer from the entertainment of the 
reproach. He that hath such power over the consciences 
of men can clear up our innocence; therefore it is best to 
deal with God about it; and prayer many times proves a 
better vindication than" to attempt to defend ourselves.



Our Daily Bread: When the famous sculptor 
Michelangelo and the painter Raphael were creating 
works of art to beautify the Vatican, a bitter spirit of 
rivalry rose up between them. Whenever they met, 
they refused to speak to each other. Yet each was 
supposedly doing his work for the glory of God. 
Jealousy often parades behind the facade of religious 
zeal. Miriam and Aaron criticized their brother Moses 
for marrying an Ethiopian. But God's anger revealed 
that it was actually jealousy that prompted their 
criticism. Out of jealousy, Saul sought to kill David, 
whom God had chosen to succeed Saul as king. And 
when the apostle Paul was in prison, some people 
were so jealous of the way God was using him that 
they preached Christ in order to add to the apostle's 
distress.

We can overcome this harmful attitude, but first we 
must identify it. Jealousy believes that someone else 
is getting what we deserve—whether money, 
popularity, wisdom, skill, or spiritual maturity. Sec-ond, 
we must confess it. Call it what it is—sin. And third, we 
must give thanks. The moment we see someone 
enjoying any advantage, we must accept it with 
gratitude. We can keep jealousy in check by refusing 
to compare ourselves with others. As we learn to find 
our satisfaction in God, His grace enables us to 
rejoice with those who rejoice. When we do that, we 
have little room for envy. —D J De Haan (Our Daily 
Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. 
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

When we turn green with jealousy, 
We are ripe for trouble.
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Selfish ambition (2052) (eritheia [word study]) originally meant 
to work for hire but came to be applied in a negative sense toward 
those who sought solely to benefit themselves--to advance 
themselves by acquiring wealth and prestige. It was often used of 
those who promote themselves in the course of running for 
government office. It was also used of the ruthlessly ambitious--
those who sought to elevate themselves at all costs. Paul's 
imprisonment provided the perfect opportunity for such types to 
enhance their personal prestige and lessen his (or so they 
thought). Paul’s detractors used his incarceration as an 
opportunity to promote their own prestige possibly by accusing 
Paul of being so sinful the Lord had chastened or disciplined him 
by this imprisonment. In contrast to the love that characterized 
Paul's supporters, his detractors were motivated by selfish 
ambition--the most wicked of all motives. They were far removed 
from the principles of Php 2:3:

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important 
than yourselves

The Philippians were not to behave like Paul's detractors in 
Rome. While the message of Paul's detractors was right, their 
motive was wrong. Selfishness comes in many forms. Peter 
warned against seeking after sordid gain (1Pe 5:2) and 
dominating others (1Pe 5:3). The apostle John spoke against 
seeking to be first (3Jn 1:9). Selfishness can show itself in any of 
those ways.

Pure (motives) (53) (hagnos [word study]) means means 
freedom from defilements or impurities. So not with pure motives 
means their motives were mixed and impure, with duplicity. This 
group proclaimed Christ with but had underlying selfish motives. 
The preached with "dissimulation" which means they hid their 
motives under a false appearance. Do we ever do this among 
the brethren?
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Thinking (Hoiomai) according to BDAG means "to consider 
something to be true but with a component of tentativeness." The 
present tense describes this as a continual way of thinking.

Distress (2347) (thlipsis [word study]) means tribulation 
(distress or suffering resulting from oppression or persecution), 
trouble, affliction and is derived from thlíbo which means to 
crush, press, compress, squeeze, which in turn is from thláo 
meaning to break. It is interesting to note the etymology of our 
English "tribulation" derives from the Latin tribulum which was 
the drag used in threshing grain, separating the wheat and the 
chaff. Is that not the eternal purpose of trials God allows in to our 
life? (Jas 1:2, 1:3, 1:4, 1:5) When Paul was "crushed" or 
"pressed", what came out of him was what continually filled him, 
the fruit of the Spirit of Christ. What comes out of me when I am 
squeezed out of my comfort zone?

Cause (1453)(egeiro) means to "raise up" and is a vivid 
metaphor of the detractors thinking they could "raise up 
affliction" with their desired goal being

"to annoy the apostle by seeking to achieve success in 
gospel work in a spirit of rivalry against him, glorying in 
the fact that he was in chains." (Vine)

II.The Pure Proclaimers v.15,17
and some also from goodwill: 17 but the latter out of love, 
knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 
4

4 The New King James Version. 1982 (Php 1:17). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

http://www.preceptaustin.org/new_page_40.htm#Present
http://www.preceptaustin.org/new_page_40.htm#Present
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2347
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2347
http://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_53-5.htm#Tribulation
http://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_53-5.htm#Tribulation
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jas%201.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jas%201.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jas%201.3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jas%201.3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jas%201.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jas%201.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jas%201.5
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jas%201.5
http://www.searchgodsword.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1453
http://www.searchgodsword.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1453
http://www.preceptaustin.org/bibliography.htm#VINES%20COLLECTED%20WRITINGS%20ROMANS%20COLOSSIANS%20ETC
http://www.preceptaustin.org/bibliography.htm#VINES%20COLLECTED%20WRITINGS%20ROMANS%20COLOSSIANS%20ETC


Good will (eudokia) refers to good pleasure, good intent, 
benevolence, a gracious purpose. This group was kindly disposed 
to Paul & was composed of Gentile converts, friends of Paul, who 
were encouraged to preach by the thought that it would give joy to 
the great apostle whose liberty was restricted. 

Those who supported Paul did so "out of love". Those who 
preached Christ out of envy and strife certainly weren't 
characterized by love. An essential element of any effective 
ministry is love as Paul emphasized to the Corinthian church

"If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do 
not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing.  And if I give all my possessions to feed the 
poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not 
have love, it profits me nothing." (1Cor 13:1; 2; 3)

Defense (627)(apologia from apo = from + logos = speech; 
English = apologetic) literally means, “to talk one’s self off from". 
Apologia was a technical word used in the Greek law courts and 
was used of an attorney who talked his client off from a charge 
preferred against him. In short it refers to a speech given in 
defense.

III.The Preeminent  Proclamation v.18
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What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or 
in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and 
will rejoice. 5

Pretense (4392) (prophasis from prophaíno = to appear before, 
be apparent <> pró = before + phaíno = to appear, to shine 
before) (Click word study on prophasis) refers to an ostensible 
presentation with an ulterior (Ulterior = going beyond what is 
openly said or shown and especially what is proper) motive which 
is often untrue.

Pretense refers to that which is professed rather than that which 
is one's heart intention or purpose.

Prophasis is an outward show or appearance, a pretense or 
pretext designed to cover one's real intent. Pretext is defined as 
the purpose or motive alleged or an appearance assumed in 
order to cloak the real intention or state of affairs and suggests 
subterfuge and the offering of false reasons or motives in excuse 
or explanation.

Rejoice (5463) (chairo a primary verb) (Click word study of 
related word chara = joy) means to  to feel joy or great delight.

Rejoice is used to describe a little lamb skipping around for joy. It 
describes a physical change in your countenance. You can't fake 
this. It is a physical expression of joy and something that radiates 
to people around you. You can walk around and say that you are 
rejoicing but if it's not seen then you are not rejoicing.

Notice how Paul interweaves "joy" or "rejoice" through all 4 
chapters (Click for all 12v) Note that "I rejoice" is in the Active 
Voice indicating it is a choice of his will to rejoice.

5 The New King James Version. 1982 (Php 1:18). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Robertson adds that the second "rejoice" is

volitive (i.e., involves a choice of one's will) use of the 
future indicative. Paul is determined to rejoice in spite of 
the efforts of the (opponents) to prod him to anger.

What's Your Motive? (READ: 1 Corinthians 1:1-17) In every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached. --Philippians 
1:18

Burt Gutras is a communications technician who fine-tunes 
aviation electronic equipment. But his passion is volunteering for 
the Smith County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (SCARES). 
He provides indispensable communication when police are 
searching for missing persons.

Burt's comments reflect his selflessness: "In the case of missing 
persons--and it happens more often than people realize--we go 
out hoping that we can find them before something bad happens. 
Whether you find them yourself is not important. The important 
thing is that they are found."

Is that our attitude toward lost sinners? Do we pray for other 
believers who use different methods than ours to rescue the lost? 
Are we free from feelings of rivalry or jealousy? Or are we so 
prejudiced in favor of our own rescue team that we would rather 
have people remain alienated from God than be brought to Him 
through the efforts of others?

Church Competition: Three churches, located on different 
corners of the same intersection, didn't get along together. One 
Sunday each of them opened their meeting with a rousing song 
service. It was a warm day and all the doors and windows were 
wide open. One congregation began singing the old hymn, "Will 
There Be Any Stars in My Crown?" The strains had barely faded 
away when the congregation across the street started singing, 
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"No, Not One, No, Not One!" They had scarcely finished when the 
third church began singing, "Oh, That Will Be Glory for Me."


