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Introduction: 

 

I. Be a ______________ (John 8:31-32) 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, 
32

 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

A. Overview 

 

 

B. Foreview 

 

 

II. Join __ ____________ Where You Will Be… 

A. … ______________… 

1. What it is 

a. Its authority: it is commanded by Jesus 

i. Personally (Matthew 28:19) 

ii. Through His apostles (Acts 2:38, 41; Acts 10:47-48; 1 Cor. 1:16) 

b. Its ________: Immersion in water after conversion (cf. Acts 8:38–39) 

 

c. Its ____________: A symbolic outward act depicting inner conversion 

i. The order is “repent/believe and be baptized” (Acts 2:38a; 8:12; 18:8b) 

ii. Baptism depicts our union with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection 

 

iii. So baptism is the initial public testimony that one has been saved 

2. What it isn’t 

 

B. …and Served the Lord’s Supper 

1. Scriptures 

a. Matthew 26:26-29; Luke 22:19-20 

b. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:18-34 

2. Significance:  

 

C. Question: Why “Join” a Church? 

1. Baptism 

a. Matthew 28:16-19 

b. 1 Corinthians 12:13 

2. Lord’s Supper: 

III. …and ____________ the _______… 

A. Matthew 28:19-20 

 

 

B. Acts 2:41-42 

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 

thousand souls. 
42

 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  

 

 



 2 

C. 2 Timothy 3:15—4:5 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. …and __________ For __________ally… 

A. Acts 20:28-30 

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 

you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 
29

 I 

know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 

30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away 

the disciples after them 

 

 

B. Hebrews 13:7, 17 
7 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 

their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
17 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they 

are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them 

do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you 

 

 

 

C. Matthew 18:15-23 
 

 

V. …and ______ ____ ________ ________… 

A. John 13:34-35 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another. 
35

 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.”  

 

 

B. Ephesians 4:1ff. 

 

 

 

C. 1 John 3:14, 16-18; 4:7-11 

3:14 — We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. 

Whoever does not love abides in death.  

3:16–18 —By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 

our lives for the brothers. 
17

 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in 

need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 
18

 Little children, 

let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  

1 John 4:7–11 —Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 

been born of God and knows God. 
8
 Anyone who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. 
9
 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 

his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
10

 In this is love, not that we 

have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11

 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  


