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KJV – Isaiah 53:4-6 

“Particular Redemption or Universal Atonement” 

Introduction:  

     This lesson deals with the second point of a five part lesson in a series learning about the 
Salvation of God’s Elect: 

1. Our Selection. 
2. Our Sacrifice. 
3. Our Saving. 
4. Our Sealing. 
5. Our Salvation. 

     Questions have been raised for hundreds of years dealing with the subject of limited atonement 
that Christ died only for His Elect. Many people refer to this doctrine as “particular redemption.”  

     The opposite view of particular redemption is the doctrine called “universal atonement.” This 
doctrine teaches that Christ death on the cross, His atonement was sufficient to save all from sin 
thus given the name universal atonement.  

     We must first understand two things. First; not everyone is going to be saved as we see from the 
Gospel of Matthew chapter seven. 

Matthew 7:13-14 

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in there at: 

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it. 

     Second; God is a Holy and Just God as stated in Genesis chapter eighteen. 

Genesis 18:25 

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the 
righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 

     So knowing that not all mankind will be saved and understanding that the LORD God is Holy and 
Just; who did He die for on the Cross? The Arminian’s and even some somewhat Calvinist views 
teach and believe that His death was for all mankind; sufficient to save all from sin and the penalty 
of Hell and the Second Death. 
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     They derive their teachings from many various Scripture references yet one of the most common 
is from the book of Isaiah. Now let us begin with our points to develop this lesson. 

1. Particular Redemption in the Old Testament: 

Isaiah 53:4-6 

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. 

     The ladder part of verse six where it says: and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. This 
is where they build their teaching of universal atonement. But latter in verse eight is says; for the 
transgression of my people was He stricken.  

     Then in verse eleven of the same chapter it says: shall my righteous servant justify many; for He 
shall bear their iniquities. And let’s not forget verse twelve of the same chapter where it says: He 
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

     So now the question in these verses is this. Is the “all” in the ladder part of verse six speaking of 
all of mankind? Or is the “all” in verse six speaking of all of the many in verse eleven and twelve? 
Which by the way are the many for whom He will justify and bare their sin. Would these all of the 
many be what Isaiah is speaking of in verse eight? for the transgression of my people was He stricken. 

     This blessed book is full of pictures and typologies that God gives us of the LORD and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. The entire Old Testament points to the Cross and the One to come; full of these 
wonderful pictures and typologies of Christ, His sacrifice and our atonement.  

     Throughout the Old Testament God gives of a picture of the substitutionary sacrificial system 
pointing to the LORD Jesus Christ. 

     First in the garden of Eden; with Adam and Eve. God made the first sacrifice for Adam and Eve. 
This was atonement to cover their sin and to hide their nakedness.  

Genesis 3:21 

21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 

      This atonement was only sufficient for Adam and Eve, to whom God intended it for. But people 
will say of course Brother Doug they were the only two people on earth at the time. Friends you 
cannot use that statement; because the atonement was limited.  
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     If you believe that Adam represented all mankind as the federal head and fell into sin and death 
entered into the world; we are all of the sin nature because Adam represented us as our federal 
head. Then as our federal head putting universal atonement to all the sacrifices then we would be 
redeemed through Adam and the universal atoning sacrifice. 

     But universal atonement has never been applied to a sacrifice in the Bible, never in the Old 
Testament and not at Calvary. Later once the Law was given the Old Testament sacrificial system 
was limited to Israel only; and only for God’s people. There were exceptions for the Gentiles 
however they had to be converted to Judaism.  

     There is no record in the Old Testament anywhere that points to the heathen Gentile having 
universal atonement. But this atonement was always limited and particular redemption has always 
applied to God’s chosen people. 

Psalm 147:19-20 

19 He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 

20 He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye 
the LORD. 

     Limited atonement, particular redemption; why? Because our God is Holy, Just and He is 
Sovereign. He would not punish the sin of a lost man in His only Begotten Son, and then punish the 
same crime again upon that man, why? Because He is Holy and He is Just; the atonement God 
demands, God has provided for His elect, chosen in Him from the beginning; His people. 

Isaiah 53:8 

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut 
off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

Matthew 1:21 

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins. 

Hebrews 2:17 

17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 

1. Particular Redemption in the Old Testament: 
2. Particular Redemption for His sheep: 

     A particularly popular verse that the supporters of universal redemption like to use is from the 
Gospel of John chapter ten; the discourse of the Good Shepherd. Jesus says in this chapter:  I am the 
good shepherd.   
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     He is the door, He is the way, He is the truth and He is the life, yet the unlimited atonement 
supporters love to use verse eleven to support universal redemption. 

John 10:11 

11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 

     Notice here, Jesus said that He gives His life for the sheep; where are the goats mentioned at? 
There are none because He has excluded the goats. Only the sheep of the Good Shepherd have the 
atoning sacrifice through particular redemption or limited atonement.  

     Not convinced, let’s dig a little deeper. What does the Sovereign LORD of Glory say in verse 
number sixteen of the same chapter? And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. Who is He 
speaking of here? Us, the Gentiles that He said He must bring into the one fold. They were lost at the 
time but He still called them sheep. 

     So you are in agreement now that He said: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. And that 
other sheep that He must bring into the fold in verse sixteen are the Gentiles right? But where do 
the goats come in, because He didn’t die for the goats according to verse eleven but only the sheep. 

John 10:25-27 

25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. 

26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

     You believe not because you are not of my sheep, why is that? Because right there are your goats. 
And He did not die for the goats, but only the sheep as in verse eleven. A goat can never change into 
a sheep and a sheep can never change into a goat. Because it was Soverengly decreed in eternity 
past by the counsel of God in His purpose of election.  

     We now just from these verses that sheep and goats cannot change because of verse sixteen. And 
other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  

     This verse is speaking of the lost Gentiles that were yet to be saved, but Jesus still called them His 
sheep. 

     You see we are not His sheep because we believe; we believe because we are His sheep.  

Ephesians 1:4 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 
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1. Particular Redemption in the Old Testament: 
2. Particular Redemption for His sheep: 
3. Particular Redemption for the whole world: 

     Another common verse that people will site to try and support unlimited atonement or universal 
redemption is from the second chapter of First John. 

I John 2:2 

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

     I must admit, at first I even had a bit of trouble with this one; because of the language and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. That really messed up my apple cart. But we must 
rightly divide the Word of truth, and a wonderful college professor once told me that Scripture 
interprets Scripture; and the best commentary on the Bible is the Bible. 

     Two words to look at:  

1. Propitiation;                        
2. World.  

     First let’s take that word “propitiation.” 2433 in the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance; of the 
Greek Dictionary Index to the New Testament it is defined as: to make atonement for, with a focus on 
the means for accomplishing forgiveness resulting in reconciliation; to have mercy on, be merciful to. 

     Did the LORD Jesus Christ reconcile all humanity? Will all be forgiven? Will all receive mercy? 

Exodus 33:19 

19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD 
before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew 
mercy. 

     I think we are in agreement here; saying that yes He is the propitiation, but propitiation used 
here carries with it the means for accomplishing forgiveness resulting in reconciliation; to have 
mercy on, be merciful to. And not everyone will be forgiven, so who was the propitiation for? Was it 
particular redemption or was it universal atonement? 

     Now let’s take a look at that second word, “world.” Or as John says here in the verse: and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. Is John making here a distinction between all 
mankind the elect and the non-elect? If he is well then he is definitely speaking of universal 
redemption and now we have a contradiction within the Word of God.  

     Regenerated believers in Christ know good and well that there are no such things as 
contradictions in the Scriptures. So John using the term the “whole world” must be talking about 
something else, but what could it be? 
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     Remember what the LORD said in John chapter ten, verse sixteen? And other sheep I have, which 
are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, 
and one shepherd. He is speaking of the unsaved Gentiles throughout the rest of the world that must 
be brought into His fold.  

     So is this a contradiction or is John speaking of the rest of the sheep, being those of the lost 
Gentiles coming into the fold. And that Jesus is not just our propitiation (the Jews) but also for those 
of His flock that extends out beyond that of the nation of Israel to the sins of the Gentiles throughout 
the rest of the world. Or the whole world just to make sure He gets them all, because we know He 
will not lose one. Amen! 

Ephesians 1:11 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

     Why would He sacrifice and make atonement; reconciliation for someone and not even pray for 
them? I mean even specify to His Father that He was not praying for them? 

     Listen to part of His prayer of intercession just before going to the Cross on Calvary, His prayer 
for us. 

John 17:9-10 

9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 

10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 

     Who is He praying for? All of mankind, no but only the ones that God hath given unto Christ; I 
pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.  

     If He is not praying for them, why would He die for them and pay their price, pay their penalty for 
sin. Could He save them? No because they were not given by the Father and they could never come 
to Him, so He is not even praying for them. 

John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

John 6:37 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

     Jesus Christ our LORD prayed: I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me; for they are thine.  
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     He never prayed for the rest of the world, because they had not been given unto Him by the 
Father. Therefore it was impossible for them to come unto Him; John 6:65. But Christ prayed for His 
own, and Christ died for His own.  

     Limited Atonement or Particular Redemption which ever you want to call it, the bottom line is 
Jesus died for His own, He accomplished redemption for His own and not one drop of His blood was 
wasted.  

     He died for God’s Elect to fulfill God’s purpose according to election. 

Romans 8:28-30 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

     Particular redemption, for a peculiar people, by a precious Saviour; Praise His Holy Name! 


