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SCRIPTURE TEXT: 
 
ESV Exodus 32:1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the 
mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, "Up, 
make us gods who shall go before us. [The people were impatient with the Lord’s 
timing with Moses on the mount.  In the Hebrew language, the people are not 
coming in a friendly way to Aaron as a type of committee who represents the 
wishes merely of the people; rather, they gather together against Aaron and say to 
him in a command: “UP! Make us gods who shall go before us.”] 
 
As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not 
know what has become of him." [Lack of faith in God’s promises; God is 
instructing Moses as to how the people will worship him and they follow the 
inclinations of their own sinful hearts, showing that (1) We are all by nature 
idolaters, and (2) God must show to us or reveal how he is to be worshipped lest 
we die.] 
 
2 So Aaron said to them, "Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your 
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." 3 So all the people 
took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. [The 
people were to take their gold to build the tabernacle and a place for God to dwell 
among them (Exodus 28)- -they were not to use the gold for idol-worship!]. 
 
4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool 
and made a golden calf. And they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar 
before it. And Aaron made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to 
the LORD." 6 And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and 
brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to 
play. [(1) Worshipping the right God in the wrong way; (2) Worshipping God with 
Aaron the right High Priest leading the people in the wrong way- -altars that were 
forbidden and not part of the tabernacle, celebrations, and festivals that were 
similar to pagan revelry rather than the “regulative principle”.] 
 
7 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, for your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside 



 

quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a 
golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, 'These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!'" [Moses is 
commanded to go down “to your people”; it is as if the LORD is not claiming 
them for his own possession after seeing their gross idolatry!] 
 
9 And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-
necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against 
them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you." 
[God’s wrath will rightly and justly consume them for their sins against a holy 
God, if it were not for a Mediator!] 
 
11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, "O LORD, why does your 
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? [Moses as Mediator of the Old 
Covenant intercedes on behalf of the people; he appeals to God’s covenant and 
God’s righteous reputation!]. 
 
12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill 
them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from 
your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, 
and said to them, 'I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it 
forever.'" [Importance of God’s covenant oath to his people!] 
 
14 And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his 
people. [“Whew!”] 
 
15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of 
the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and 
on the back they were written. 16 The tablets were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 17 When Joshua heard the 
noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a noise of war in 
the camp." 18 But he said, "It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the sound 
of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear." 19 And as soon as he 
came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses' anger burned hot, 
and he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the 
mountain. [Broken tablets that the people had broken in word, thought and deed 
before Moses visibly breaks them to show the seriousness of their sins!] 
 
20 He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to 
powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it. 21 And 



 

Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you that you have brought such 
a great sin upon them?" [Moses is looking for at least a “good reason” from Aaron 
as to why the people led him rather than he rightfully leading the people.] 
 
22 And Aaron said, "Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people, 
that they are set on evil. [Can you say “blameshifting”? Remember Adam and Eve 
after they sinned against God idolatrously in the garden, Adam said to God when 
he got caught: “The woman you gave to me caused me to do this!”] 
 
23 For they said to me, 'Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, 
the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.' 24 So I said to them, 'Let any who have gold take it off.' So they 
gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf." [And out came 
this calf!  My mother used to say you’re not only a sinner, you’re a lying one!] 
 
25 And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them 
break loose, to the derision of their enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the gate of the 
camp and said, "Who is on the LORD's side? Come to me." And all the sons of 
Levi gathered around him. 27 And he said to them, "Thus says the LORD God of 
Israel, 'Put your sword on your side each of you, and go to and fro from gate to 
gate throughout the camp, and each of you kill his brother and his companion and 
his neighbor.'" 28 And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And 
that day about three thousand men of the people fell. [God’s just punishment 
through the Levites who were called by God to serve as priestly mediators of the 
people; they became the people’s judges rather than mediators!] 
 
29 And Moses said, "Today you have been ordained for the service of the LORD, 
each one at the cost of his son and of his brother, so that he might bestow a 
blessing upon you this day." 30 The next day Moses said to the people, "You have 
sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make 
atonement for your sin." [Atonement is desperately needed to keep all of the 
people from being consumed by God’s wrath!] 
 
31 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, "Alas, this people have sinned a great 
sin. They have made for themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, if you will forgive 
their sin- but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written." 33 But 
the LORD said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my 
book. 34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to 
you; behold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I 
will visit their sin upon them." 35 Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, 
because they made the calf, the one that Aaron made. [“…the one that Aaron 
made.”] 
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Propositional Statement: As the people of God, we approach God through a 
Mediator.  The people of God in Exodus 32 were given access to God, as he 
prepared the way for them to approach him, as well as a mediator.  How much 
more do we have a Mediator who does not change, who ever lives to intercede for 
his people. 
 
Key Verses: Ex. 34:6-7 
 
FCF: We tend to approach God in our own ways.  We have a tendency to do 
things as we please.  We need to understand the importance of a Mediator between 
sinful man and a holy God.  We need to know that what God provides for our 
worship is indeed what we need!  We must appreciate God’s grace and mercy to 
us in Christ! 
 
Introduction- Here’s a story in inspired Scripture that reveals God’s people- -
sinful warts and all! 
 
Psalm 106:20-23: They exchanged the glory of God for the image of an ox that 
eats grass. 21 They forgot God, their Savior, who had done great things in Egypt, 

22 wondrous works in the land of Ham, and awesome deeds by the Red Sea. 23 

Therefore he said he would destroy them- had not Moses, his chosen one, stood 
in the breach before him, to turn away his wrath from destroying them. 

 
SO YOU WANT TO DESIGN A WORSHIP SERVICE? 

 
(1) Let’s get a pastor-leader. 
(2) Let’s get him to give us what we want. 
(3) Let’s get him to allow us to worship the way we want. 
(4) Let’s get him to allow us to access God in a way that will meet our 

felt needs. 
(5) Let us celebrate God as we would like to celebrate him and act in 

his presence. 
(6) People will come and will feel “safe” and at home with God. 
 
BUT…Concerning this worship: 

 



 

(1) How will the worship reveal God? 
(2) Is it the worship that God Almighty desires and has commanded? 
(3) Does it take into consideration of sinful people having ‘great ideas’ 

tainted with sin, self-centeredness, and selfishness? 
(4) Should we really make God as accessible as possible even when we 

know that he is a consuming fire! 
 
God has designed the way he wants to be worshipped and he is revealing 
this to Moses…when suddenly, the people get a great idea: “Let’s design 
our own worship service and make God accessible to us!” 
 

1. The Law (Ex. 20) and the laws (Ex. 21-23). 
 
2. The people see God in all his awesome holiness and might in the 

Theophany on the Mount! (Ex. 19; 24). 
 
3. Israel affirms the covenant with God (Ex. 24)- v.7-8: The he 

[Moses] took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing 
of the people.  And they said, ‘All that the LORD has said we will 
do, and be obedient’.”  And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on 
the people, and said, ‘This is the blood of the covenant which the 
LORD has made with you according to all these words’.” 

 
4. (Ex. 25-31)- Offerings of worship, the Ark of the Testimony, 

Table of Showbread, Gold Lampstand (furnishings for God’s 
Tabernacle or presence among his people); The building of the 
Tabernacle, the court, garments for the Priesthood, Aaron and his 
sons consecrated to represent the people before the LORD, Altar 
of Incense, Bronze Laver, Holy Anointing Oil, and artisans 
Oholiab and Bezalel, and the Sabbath Law…but stop!!! 

 
5. Chapter 32- Worship of God in substitution of what God has 

commanded, and without a mediator, approaching God 
immediately and directly through an idol of their own making! 

 
The “Golden Calf Incident” is an important story in Old Testament Redemptive-
History. Prof. B. S. Childs writes: “The Old Testament’s witness attributes an 
unusual importance to the story of the golden calf. Not only does it form the heart 
of a lengthy unit of three chapters, but it assigns its massive bulk to a place right in 
the middle of the divine instructions at Sinai. It produces a rupture of enormous 
proportions and stands as a threat to the covenant from the beginning.”- Childs, 
‘Exodus’, pg. 579. 
 



 

I. The Spiritual Void: Moses is Gone! “When the cat’s away, the mice 
will play!” 

 
Calvin wrote: “They duly obeyed Moses and reverenced his person; but, 
because they were only influenced by his presence, as soon as they were 
deprived of it they ceased to fear God.” –pg. 331; Commentary on the 
Pentateuch, Vol. III. 
 
a. Introductory contrasts: 

1. Moses up on the mountain; the people down at foot of 
mountain below. 

2. Moses receives the Law on the mountain; the people down 
below are breaking the Law. 

3. Moses is the presence of Almighty God; the people are 
partying and reveling in their flesh! 

4. Moses is receiving 40 days of instruction from God about 
how he is to be worshipped; the people call this a “delay!” 

 
And so there is … 
 

b. Panic in the people! 
c. A spiritual void needs to be filled! 
d. Moses was the people’s contact with God: 
 
ESV Exodus 20:19 and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will 
listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die." 
 
e. B. S. Childs: “What was proposed as a device to salvage the faith 

shortly produced a compromise which struck a blow at the heart of 
the divine-human relation.” –pg. 580. 

 
f. The people become apostate before Moses can even be given the 

divine instructions for worship! 
 

II. The People’s Worship: “We did it our way!” (Ex. 32:1-6) 
a. Israel is having a hard time believing God is faithful again (as before 

in the Exodus from Egypt): 
 

ESV Exodus 14:10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted 
up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and 
they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 

They said to Moses, "Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you 
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us 



 

in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, 
'Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." 
13 And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, stand firm, and see the 
salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the 
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD 
will fight for you, and you have only to be silent." 
 
b. Israel takes Aaron and commands him to do their will! 
 
c. God has taught Moses how the people may worship him.  While he 

is gone on the mountain getting these specific and important 
instructions they make substitutes: a false image to represent the 
Living God- v. 4 (rather than the Ark of the Testimony that served as 
God’s throne on earth). 

 
 Compare the gold for the calf and the gold required for the 
Tabernacle. 
 The people are making their own contact with God, 
regardless of his commands. 
 Israel was not worshipping the wrong God, but the right God, 
wrongly! Ex. 20:4-6.  They were worshipping YHWH 
falsely- - and without a Mediator. 

 
 As later Israel wanted a human king, not the invisible divine 
king in 1 Samuel 8, so now they want a god ‘with a face’- - 
albeit gold, like all the pagan nations around them. 

 
d. The calf was an accessible God that was convenient for the people.  

They made their own mediator, rather than serving the one chosen 
by the LORD to represent them. 
 Enns: “It is commonly accepted by Old Testament scholars today 

that the ancients did not equate an idol with the god, but it was 
some sort of earthly representation of that god.  Specifically, it 
was thought that calves or bulls functioned as pedestals for the 
gods seated or standing over them. In this sense, the calf is 
analogous to the ark (the fact that both are made of gold 
strengthens this connection).”- Exodus, pg. 569. 

 
“That’s a bunch of bull!” Why all the “bull”? 
 

 Calf, or young bulls- The Egyptian Apis and the Phoenician 
Baal were both pictured as bulls, a common representation 



 

among many peoples of that day for fertility and strength.  Cow 
cults, or more precisely bovine cults flourished in ancient Egypt 
(John Currid, Exodus, pg. 271). 

 
 R. C. Sproul wrote: “The cow gave no law and demanded no 

obedience. It had no wrath or justice or holiness to be feared. It 
was deaf, dumb, and impotent. But at least it could not intrude on 
their fun and call them to judgment. This was a religion designed 
by men, practiced by men, and ultimately useless for men.”- 
Grace Unknown: the Heart of Reformed Theology, pgs. 19-20. 

 
 Substitution feasts- v. 5-6. Pagan revelry (cf. 32:25) – Idolatry 
was accompanied by sensual, lewd dances which formed a part 
of the fertility cult (rose up to play- v. 5). 

 
o God’s purpose was to release Israel from Egyptian 

bondage in order that they might hold a feast for God in 
the wilderness (Ex. 5:1).  Here, Israel has already become 
like her pagan neighbors holding their own self-designed 
feasts that has nothing to do with YHWH’s revelation to 
them earlier! 

 
e. Not your will, but ours be done! Israel is substituting their own 

worship with God’s specific and holy instruction.  Israel does not 
want the Tabernacle, but wants to access God through the calf- -it is 
more familiar to them.   

 
f. They are not only breaking the first commandment, but also the 

second.  Israel is accepting polytheism rather than monotheism 
(“Israel behold your gods!” plural).  Although they still have a place 
for YHWH in their hearts, they want to worship him and the unholy 
cow!  They want to be able access YHWH through the bull of their 
own making! 

 
A. W. Pink wrote: “Man must have an object [for worship], and when 
he turns from the true God, he at once craves a false one.” 
 
g. No return to Eden this way! Another “fall of man” has occurred! 

 
h. Perhaps something is wrong with the Law of God and his 

requirements for man? No! Something is wrong with God’s people 
and only God can save, redeem and change us permanently! 

 



 

Applications for All of God’s People: “The People’s Worship of 
God” 
 

1. Idol-Latria- ‘Idol-worship’ comes from the heart.  It is 
when God’s people turn away from the true God and turn to 
something else to fill their spiritual void within.  It is an 
exchanging of the true God with something created as 
Romans 1:20-15 says! 

 
In the New Testament, Stephen’s death is precluded by these words in 
his preaching: 

 
ESV Acts 7:38-52: This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness 
with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He 
received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust 
him aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, 'Make for 
us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.' 41 And they made a calf in those 
days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their 
hands. 42 But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of 
heaven….51 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you 
always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the 
prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed 
and murdered… 

 
 

B. S. Childs: “The story of the calf testifies to the extent of man’s 
vision when he has cut himself off from the sight of the God of 
Sinai, and growing restless and bored, sets out to construct his own 
gods. By adding the phrase: ‘they turned in their hearts to Egypt’, 
the New Testament has begun to probe the roots of human alienation 
from God by projecting it deep into the heart long before its 
manifestation in the actual deed of renunciation.”- pg. 580. 

 
2. The people wanted a religion like the other peoples around 

them. 
 

a. Not an offensive, bloody religion. 
b. Not a religion that was monotheistic and 

unique. 
c. Not a religion that required God to be 

worshipped on his own terms. 
 



 

3. The people wanted to worship God according to their “felt 
needs”: A revealing of our sinfulness to worship God on our 
terms, according to our felt needs. 

 
Calvin wrote: “…Although God offered Himself as if present 
with them by day and by night in the pillar of fire, and in the 
cloud, they still despised so illustrious and lively an image of 
His glory and power, and desire to have Him represented to 
them in a shape of a dead idol….. 
 
….they desire to have a figure which may satisfy their vanity. 
And this was the original source of idolatry, that men supposed 
that they could not otherwise possess God, unless by subjecting 
Him to their own imagination.” –pg. 330; Commentary on 
Pentateuch, Vol. III. 

 
4. Subjective feelings disconnected from objective theology or 

revelation about who God is and how he has commanded us 
to worship him: 

 
Rick Warren in ‘Purpose Driven Church’: “More people are 
won to Christ by feeling God’s presence than by all of our 
apologetic arguments combined. … It is the sense of God’s 
presence that melts hearts and explodes mental barriers” (p. 
241) 

 
"Pelagianism is the natural heresy of zealous Christians who 
are not interested in theology." 
- J.I. Packer, "'Keswick'and the Reformed Doctrine of 
Sanctification." 

 
5. The people need God’s revelation of himself and how he 

wants to be worshipped: A reminder that we need God’s 
revelation to tell us about himself and how he wants to be 
rightly worshiped on his terms. 

 
6. The people “naturally” or “sinfully” want a golden calf: The 

“regulative principle” that allows only that which God has 
commanded in our worship event today- -lest we decide to 
‘ask Aaron for a golden calf’ to make God more accessible. 

 
WCF 21.1  The light of nature showeth that there is a God, who hath lordship and 
sovereignty over all; is good, and doth good unto all; and is therefore to be feared, 



 

loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and served, with all the heart, and with all 
the soul, and with all the might.(1) But the acceptable way of worshipping the 
true God is instituted by Himself, and so limited by His own revealed will, that 
He may not be worshipped according to the imaginations and devices of men, or 
the suggestions of Satan, under any visible representation, or any other way not 
prescribed in the Holy Scripture.(2)  
 
(1)Rom 1:20; Acts 17:24; Ps. 119:68; Jer. 10:7; Ps. 31:23; Ps. 18:3; Rom. 10:12; 
Ps. 62:8; Josh. 24:14; Mark 12:33. (2)Deut. 12:32; Matt. 15:9,10; Deut. 15:1-20; 
Exod. 20:4,5,6; Col. 2:23. 

 
7. God is accessible to his people- - but always on his terms as 

revealed in Scripture! 
 
8. We have freedoms; we also have limits when it comes to 

serving and worshiping God. 
 

1. We have freedom to decorate our homes the way we 
would like. 

2. We can choose what vehicles and cars we want to 
drive (even the color!). 

3. We have freedom to choose the color of the carpet in 
the sanctuary of the church building. 

4. But we do not have freedom to choose how we are to 
worship the living and true God! 

 
9. The people of God need reformation: Why constant 

reformation and reforming in the Church then and today? 
Because our worship as well as our practices tend toward 
perversion, sin and undoing what God has commanded! 

 
10. Our visions when not informed by the God of Sinai and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, is a turning from the true God in worship 
to a weak God of our own making who looks a lot like us! 

 
III. A New Nation of People the LORD will Make (Ex. 32:7-10) 
 

a. God is extremely angry and displeased with this sin of Israel- - yet 
opens up the possibility of intercession-mediation by Moses by 
saying to him: “Let me alone that I may consume them.” 

 
b. No special favor to Israel if they failed to keep the covenant- - it was 

by grace they had been delivered and saved from Egypt (Ex. 20:1). 



 

 
c. Your people (God speaking to Moses), you brought out of 

Egypt…“Moses’ people” (a glimpse of how God must make his 
people from within, from the heart by his Spirit if they are truly to 
“trust and obey for there’s no other way”!   

 
d. My people no longer?! (cf. Exodus 5:1; 7:16; 8:21) 

 
"Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Let my people go, that they 

may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.'"- Exodus 5:1 
 

e. God desires to act in immediate judgment because of their 
stubbornness, or because they are a stiff-necked people (v. 9-10). 

 
f. God wants to “start over” and make Moses another Abraham! 
 

IV. “Go Down, Moses”: Moses the Faithful Mediator of God’s People 
(Ex. 32:11-14; 30-32) 

 
a. Moses gets angry with the people upon returning below from on 

top of the mountain: 
 

1. Moses smashes the Law before the faces of the people 
showing them how great their sin against God is! 

 
1. The people have broken the essential and foundational 

first two commandments and thus are guilty of 
breaking all of them! 

 
2. The covenant with God that was made by vow and 

oath in Exodus 24 is broken by the people! 
 
3. God has no reason NOT to destroy them as he said he 

would. 
 
2. The calf is ground into powder and the people eat it- - “total 

annihilation” symbolically in the ancient Near East (Enns, 
pg. 574). 

 
3. Moses questions and scolds Aaron the High Priest for 

allowing the people to control and influence him.  Aaron is 
shown as  a sinner set apart, consecrated by grace alone! 



 

There is nothing in Aaron that makes him fit for God’s 
service apart from God’s call! 

 
I threw the gold into the fire and out came this calf! 

 
NOTE: It is interesting to note that Jewish rabbis in 
interpreting this passage want to paint Aaron in a non-sinful 
light.  They rabbis do not want to believe Aaron was lying 
(this reveals an underestimation of sin, and the stark and 
sinful reality the Old Testament reveals the people of God). 

 
b. Moses intercedes on behalf of an undeserving people: 
 

1. Moses bases his intercession on God’s covenant promises to 
his people (v. 11-13).  He intercedes back that the stiff-
necked people are your people- - that is belonging 
covenantally to God.  Moses prays as we should pray and 
intercede: 

 
a. Not based on any merit- -but only on God’s 

covenantal faithfulness, mercy and grace. 
 
b. Knowing God does not change, and is 

immutable, yet God commands us to pray to 
seek his will to be done. 

 
2. Moses preaches repentance to the people and the need for 

atonement for their sins (v. 30) (the reason why God had 
taught them about the Tabernacle and the Priesthood). 

 
V. Behold your Compassionate and Faithful God! 

a. Read Exodus 34:6-9- Thank God for his grace that the covenant he 
makes with his people is maintained from God’s side – not the 
people’s side!  It is by grace! 

 
b. The limitations of Moses’ Mediatorship points forward to a greater 

Mediator who can make full atonement for sin (Read: Heb. 3:1-6).  
Jesus our Mediator! 

 
VI. Conclusion: Contrast Today with Israel’s Time Period 

a. A temporal Mediator- imperfect. 
b. A temporal intercession for God’s people- imperfect. 
c. A temporal worship place- imperfect. 



 

d. A temporal and ongoing washing away of sin- imperfect. 
 
a. A permanent Mediator- perfect (1 Tim. 2:5). 
b. A permanent intercession for God’s people- perfect (Heb. 7:23-25- 

Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing.  But He, because He continues forever, has an 
unchangeable priesthood.  Therefore He is also able to save to the 
uttermost those who come to God through Him, since he lives to 
make intercession for them). 

c. A permanent worshipping of God in spirit and truth- perfect. 
d. A permanent atonement made by Jesus Christ on our behalf- perfect! 

 
Outbreak of God’s wrath? Understand this episode in Redemptive-History 
BEFORE a permanent and final Mediator is provided to satisfy and take God’s 
wrath.  The similarity of God’s judgment on Israel here and we today is more with 
our future.  We like the Levites will be separated by Christ Our Mediator from the 
goats who do not believe, who have sought their own ways of worshipping and 
serving God – they will be subject to the judgment and wrath of their Creator! 
 
As Moses cried out to the people:  
 

“Those who are with YHWH, come to me.” 
 
Moses shows that is only one way to the True God- - no syncretism, no pluralism, 
no polytheism, no foolishness in God’s faith. 
 
So Jesus Christ, the Mediator Greater than Moses said: 
 

“Come to me all you who are burdened by sin and the demands of the Law.  I 
will in no way cast you out.  I will forgive your transgressions and intercede for 
you before YHWH and give you everlasting life by my Spirit.  My yoke is easy 

and my burden is light…I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life no one comes to 
the Father except through me!” 

 
Is there a better story and an example of how deeply sinful man needs and depends 
upon God’s grace, mercy, forgiveness and HIS COVENANT FAITHFULNESS 
and not his own? 
 
Is there a better story and example of how deeply sinful man needs and depends 
upon God’s love alone and not a cooperation with God.  From the beginning when 
Israel covenants with God, it is revealed that salvation is of the LORD alone-  -
there is no cooperation with God in achieving salvation.  We do not work ‘with 
God’, the golden calf story shows we tend to work against him! 



 

 
If ever there was a story that showed the pitiful foolishness of Arminianism it must 
be this one! 
 
Prayer: 
“Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our 
hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all 
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.” 
 

 
 


