
The Promise of the Father 
 
The promise of the Father was nothing less than the gospel: 

 God would forgive their sins and clothe them with His righteousness (Zech. 3:4; 
Jer. 31:31-34; Zech. 13:1) 

 God would cleanse his people from their sins (Jer. 31:31-34; Mal. 3:3; Zech. 
13:2) 

 God would gather them from every tribe and nation where they were scattered 
(Isa. 40:1-5; Hosea 2) 

 He would make of them One Nation, Judah and Israel together under David the 
King, and bring the Gentiles into this One Nation (Ezek. 37:21-22; Amos 9:11-
12; Gen. 12:3; Isa. 60:3-5)) 

 He would be their God, and they would be His people (Gen. 17:7-8; Jer. 24:7; 
many other places)  

 They would all be taught of God – that is, God would write his law on their 
hearts by his Holy Spirit, open their eyes, take away their idols (Joel 2:27-32; 
Jer. 31:31-34; Isa. 42:6-8; Isa. 59:21; ) 

 God would take away their curse and bring them new life (Ezek. 37; Deut. 30; 
Isaiah 40; Isaiah 35) 

 
The creation was marred by man’s sin.  Therefore God would cleanse man from sin and 
bring about a new creation by the blood of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The seed of the woman promised to Adam would accomplish this, breaking the power of 
Satan and plundering his kingdom 
 
This was the “the promise of the Father”.  It was a promise that God would deliver 
his people from their sins by forgiving them, writing the law on their hearts, 
circumcising the foreskin of their hearts.  It was a promise that God would purify 
the sons of Levi, and refine them as silver is refined. 
Luke 24:44-53, Acts 1:4-8 

 In other words, the promise of the Father was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
through the work of the Mediator, Jesus Christ. 

 
The sermon at Pentecost 

 Verses 1-13.  God pours out his Spirit on the 120 in the upper room; the signs of 
the coming of the Spirit were: 

o The fire – for God is a consuming fire, and he shall purify the sons of Levi 
(from pur, the Greek for “fire”) 

o Speaking in other languages (signifying that the curse, which scattered the 
nations (Gen. 11) is taken away, and the gospel is the language of the New 
Kingdom – they shall all be taught of God. 

o Rushing wind – signifying that the lifegiving breath of the Spirit (Ezek. 
37) was now coming to pass. 

 Verses 14-39 – Peter’s Sermon 



o 14-21 – the fulfillment of the promise of the Father.  The events that Joel 
had prophesied about were being fulfilled. 
 No more would God’s word be mediated through Moses and tables 

of stone.  God Himself is teaching His people, convicting, 
reproving, correcting – and bringing them to Christ (John 6-7) 

 The curse is broken; in Christ there is no more Jew of Gentile, 
male or female, young or old 

 The signs of God’s coming judgment on the earth (Verse 19-20).  
The sun had already gone out for three hours when Christ was on 
the cross, signifying that the curse was truly being taken away.  
The time will come when God’s judgment will be poured out 
completely on the kingdom of darkness 

 Therefore, call upon the Lord and be saved (verse 21) 
o Verses 22-32 –  

 Christ was the approved sacrifice, without blemish and spot.  He 
suffered and died outside the camp, taking away sins 

 And God raised him from the dead, proclaiming him the mediator 
of the new covenant 

 He is the king promised by God, of the seed of David.  The 
resurrection was prophesied. In Christ the bands of death are 
broken, since the curse is taken away 

o Verses 33-37 THIS is the Lord’s anointed one.   
 He is the one who is given the Holy Spirit without measure to pour 

out upon His church.  Through Him, God is fulfilling the promise 
made to the fathers (see above). 

Therefore, what do we do? 
 Repent – turn around and head the other way.   
 Be baptized for the remission of sins – not that the water cleanses from sin, but 

that it signifies and seals the promise of the father.  When we believe the 
promise signified by baptism, we receive the promise itself – baptism by the 
Holy Ghost 

 This promise, then, is the ground of our baptism.  The ground is NOT faith, but 
that which is appropriated BY faith, that is, the promise of the Father. 

 That promise was made to us, and to our seed, and to all that are afar off, whom 
God is calling. 

 
Why then are we baptized? 
 
70. What is it to be washed with the blood and Spirit of Christ? 
It is to have the forgiveness of sins from God through grace, for the sake of Christ’s blood, which 
He shed for us in His sacrifice on the cross; and also to be renewed by the Holy Spirit and 
sanctified to be members of Christ, so that we may more and more die unto sin and lead holy and 
unblamable lives. 

(Heb. 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:2; Rev. 1:5; Zech. 13:1; Ezek. 36:25-27; John 1:33; 3:3; 1 Cor. 
6:11; 12:13; Heb. 9:14; Acts 22:6; 1 Pet. 3:21; Rev. 7:14) 
 
 


