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Prayer:  Father, we do thank you for your grace, we do thank  you 

for the body of Christ, we thank you for the immens e privilege that 

we have to gather here each week without fear, thus  far without 

fear, and again, Lord, we just pray that we would h ave the ability 

of your Holy Spirit here with us, that you would be  guiding us into 

your truth.  And once again we acknowledge without your Spirit's 

help, this is a hopeless task, and so we pray your Spirit would 

guide us, enable us to open up your word, enable us  to make it a 

permanent part of our lives.  We pray this in Jesus ' name.  Amen.   

Well, last week we looked at stewardship and we loo ked at it as a 

matter of passion.  And we saw that a good steward has at least 

three areas in which that passion for the kingdom o f God is 

expressed.  It 's expressed in money, it 's expressed  in minutes, and 

it's expressed in stewarding the mysteries of God.  We spent last 

week looking at money and minutes and this morning and next week 

we're going to be looking into the mysteries of God .  But first I 

want to tell you a joke.  One of the things that's missing I'm told 



by some of my kids from my messages is an occasiona l joke.  And 

since I'm told my messages are often not very much fun, that a joke 

might loosen things up, so here's -- here's my joke .  Some of you 

have already heard this, and if you've heard this, bear with me.  

God has just finished all of creation and he sees A dam, and Adam is 

downcast and he asks Adam if he has a problem.  Ada m replies that 

yeah, he has a problem, he's -- he's lonely.  God s ays to him, 

"I' ll tell you what, Adam, I'm going to make you a woman and she 

will gather food for you, she will cook for you, sh e will bear your 

children, she will be a constant companion, she wil l manage your 

household for you, her joy will be in passionately meeting your 

every need."  Adam said, after thinking for a secon d, "Well, that 

sounds great, God.  What's this going to cost me?"  God said, "An 

arm and a leg."  Adam thought for a minute.  He sai d, "well, what 

can I get for a rib?"  And the rest is history.  

History is what we are looking at this morning, and  there really is 

a reason why I told you this joke.  It actually tel ls us two very 

important truths about the mysteries of God.  First , everyone in 

one way or another has heard of this mystery, and s econd, most 

everyone has it wrong.  You see, in order for this joke that I just 

told to make sense, you had to know some facts.  Yo u had to know, 

first of all, that God created Adam, that God saw t hat he was 

lonely, that he made Eve from his rib.  And this ev erybody already 



knows.  What they don't know is what the real story  is and what it 

has to do with their lives.  That's where our stewa rdship of the 

mysteries of God is critical.  Our scripture this m orning is 1 

Corinthians 4:1  which says this:  This is how one should regard us, 

as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries  of God.  Now 

this morning, I want to look at what the mystery is  and next week 

we'll look at why we need to steward it and how God  expects us to 

do that.  So we'll cover what, why, and how.  And f irst, what the 

mystery is. 

Now, any discussion of what the mystery of God is h as to first 

address a number of things that it is not.  And tha t has to include 

naturalistic evolution.  You see, in our culture th ere are two 

competing creation stories, and as you well know th ere is bitter 

hostility between the two.  It 's no secret that evo lutionists don't 

like creationists and actually vice versa.  To the evolutionist, a 

creationist is a backwoods religious hick clinging to myths as 

silly as a flat earth.  In spite of overwhelming ev idence, he 

clings to his myths because he's a religious fanati c with no 

scientific background, totally afraid of any scient ific progress.  

Actually the real reason why creationism stubbornly  remains the 

majority opinion is because the evidence for evolut ion is anything 

but overwhelming.  In fact, it 's almost nonexistent .  A recent CNN 

Gallup poll revealed that 53 percent of respondents  believed 



creationism over evolution, and that more than anyt hing infuriates 

evolutionists.  See, the majority of people still b elieve that 

there was a man named Adam and a woman named Eve.  And what 

happened with them and the consequences of that is where folks 

begin to get shaky.  

The next aspect of what the mysteries of God is not  lies in the 

understanding of God's love.  You see, it 's not thi s mushy 

amplified niceness of some kindly old grandfatherly  figure that 

people associate with the God of love.  A God who i s truly loving 

what is good is a God who hates what is evil.  And he doesn't just 

hate evil.  He judges it.  He judges it in us and i n our world.  He 

sent his only begotten Son to conquer it and we cru cified him for 

it.  That's why John said in John 3:19:  And this is the judgment:  

The light has come into the world, and people loved  the darkness 

rather than the light because their works were evil .   You know, 

many people think of Jesus as a wonderful teacher o r political 

leader or ruler or even as a rebel of sorts, but on ly his sheep 

understand that he was God in the flesh, sent to ea rth to conquer 

an evil the earth had fallen in love with.  That's why Jesus says 

in John 7:7:  The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I 

testify about it that its works are evil.   

So if you understand the mystery of God, first you understand that 



it's not rooted in evolution or in some kind of mus hy Hallmark card 

kind of God, you also have to understand why all re ligions are not 

the same.  You know, many folks love to say that al l religions, 

they're like spokes in a wheel.  They all point to their version of 

the mystery of God, and the mystery insists that al l religions are 

like different pathways up a mountain.  And it's on ly when you get 

to the top of the mountain that you realize that al l of these paths 

really do lead to the same place and that place is love or 

something like love.  Tim Keller points out the ast ounding 

arrogance it takes to make that seemingly humble st atement.  You 

see, the only way that you can describe the top of the mountain or 

the center of the spokes of the wheel is if you gen uinely believe 

you've been there yourself.  I mean, how else would  you know that 

all the pathways supposedly converge at the top unl ess you think 

you've actually been there.  See, Christians unders tand the 

mysteries of God not by virtue of some internal il l umination but 

instead by an external revelation.  Now, we didn't arrive at who 

God was and what he has done by virtue of some inte rnal divine 

illumination that showed us the top of the mountain  or the center 

of the spokes of the wheel like gurus and mystics u nderstand, we 

received the knowledge of who God is by revelation in his word, the 

Bible.  It is outside of us and it is given by God to us.  The only 

way to know the mysteries of God is through his wor d which spells 

out the mystery in his terms and not in ours.  It i s in his word 



that we learn that God says there is none good , because God's 

standard is perfection and if you are not perfect, then you are 

according to God not good.  And since none of us is  perfect, all of 

us without Christ are lost.  Now, virtually every o ther religion in 

the world will tell you otherwise.  They will tell you how to work 

your way up to God.  You know, there's the five-fol d path of Islam, 

there's reincarnation in Hinduism, there's Dharma i n Buddhism, 

there's even keeping the ten commandments in Judais m.  It is 

Christianity alone that tells us we are incapable o f working our 

way up to God but that God was willing through his son Jesus Christ 

to work his way down to us.  That's why Jesus says in John 14:6:  

"I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one  comes to the 

Father except through me."  You understand the mystery when you 

understand that God is saying that we come to the F ather by faith 

in what Christ has done and not at all by my effort s.  And he 

demands that you understand what his definition of good is as 

opposed to the one the enemy wants you to believe.  You see, the 

word "gospel" itself means good news, but it 's only  good news to 

those who understand the bad news about Adam and Ev e.  And believe 

me, that news is truly bleak.  I mean, to understan d how bleak, we 

need only look at Romans 5:12  which says this, it says:  Therefore, 

just as sin came into the world through one man, an d death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men because all sin ned.   The man 

who sinned was Adam.  We all know about that.  We k now his sin, it 



was rank disobedience.  He ate the fruit that God h ad expressly 

forbidden him to eat.  God had drawn a line in the sand and he told 

Adam he dare not cross it, and yes, Adam dared.  Th rough that one 

act of cosmic defiance, "death spread to all men, because all 

sinned."   

Now, the hardest part for us to grapple with is the  last three 

words of that statement "because all sinned."   I don't know about 

you, but I look at that first time I grappled with it, I thought 

well, you know, I wasn't there.  I mean, I never sa w Eve, I never 

saw the tree, I never saw the fruit, I don't know a ny of this.  So 

why does God say "because all sinned?"  Those three words describe 

a curse that every son and daughter of Adam is unde r.  None of us 

was there in the garden and yet all of us are not o nly considered 

guilty, we've also been given the death penalty for  what Adam has 

done.  I mean, everyone born is automatically in th e process of 

dying.  We're dying because of Adam's sin.  No one denies the first 

part, that death spread to all men because we all k now we're going 

to die.  What we really struggle with is the reason  why all of us 

are facing this death penalty that is directly beca use of Adam's 

sin.  Again, sin came into the world through one man and death 

through sin.   Anyone with eyes can see that we live in a creati on 

in which sickness, pain, and death are normal but t hat's not the 

normal that God created us for.  Romans 8 tells us that all the 



creation is now in bondage to decay, that it now gr oans as it 

awaits its liberation and that this bondage to deca y was all the 

result of Adam's sin.  Again, sin came into the world through one 

man and death through sin.   We see all the evidence of death 

because it surrounds us.  But again, what about the  part that says 

and "so death spread to all men because all sinned?"   Doesn't that 

mean that God is holding you and I responsible for something 

somebody else did?  See, that's the part that we ha ve a hard time 

understanding and accepting, that God holds you and  me as 

responsible as Adam was for something that Adam did .  "Because all 

sinned"  means that Adam represented all of mankind when he  sinned, 

he's what theologians call our federal corporate he ad, and when he 

fell, he and everyone he represented fell along wit h him, and that 

includes you and me.  This is a very hard concept f or our culture 

to accept, particularly in North America.  I mean, we believe in 

rugged individualism, we believe in reaping what we  sew.  In the 

fall of Adam, we find out reaping what Adam sewed, and it's a very 

bitter harvest indeed.  I mean, can you imagine bei ng blamed and 

held responsible for something you had nothing to d o with?  Do you 

think it's outrageous that you should be considered  guilty for 

something you had no control over, that you should be held 

responsible for the actions of someone else?  Well,  it 's not as 

far-fetched as you think.  What if I offered you an  all-expenses 

paid trip to Fallujah, Iraq, or you could choose Da mascus, Syria, 



and I told you all you had to do was walk down the middle of a busy 

street with an American flag on your back singing " I'm a Yankee 

Doodle Dandy."  How long do you think you would las t?  You know, we 

all know in those cities, there are plenty of peopl e who would be 

willing to kill us outright not for what we've ever  done but for 

who we are.  See, there are many in the Middle East  who wouldn't 

hesitate to kill you and me just because we're Amer icans.  You may 

have been a complete isolationist who was never in favor of the war 

in the first place.  You may shout, "It was Preside nt Bush who 

started the war and not me!"  You and I both know t hat won't make a 

bit of difference.  We all know that regardless of whether you 

think it's right or wrong, when President Bush star ted the war in 

Iraq, we too started that war because he was our fe deral corporate 

head.  So when our president acted, we acted.  When  Adam ate the 

forbidden fruit, you and I ate it as well.  In Adam 's fall, we 

sinned all, and Adam spread death to all men becaus e all sinned.  

Worse still, we are now all considered radically un fit for heaven 

because of what happened there.  Adam traded perfec tion for 

imperfection and we are all sons and daughters of A dam, so his sin 

has now become our sin.  But you know, we forget th at the exact 

opposite is true as well.  You know, it was Adam wh o got us into 

this mess.  Adam alone.  And it is Christ alone who 's going to get 

us out of this mess.  



You know, if you think you don't deserve to be blam ed for Adam's 

fall, consider that we also don't deserve to be cre dited with the 

gift of Christ's righteousness.  Romans 5:15  says:  But the gift is 

not like the trespass.  For if by the one man's tre spass the many 

died, how much more have the grace of God and the g ift overflowed 

to the many by the grace of the one man, Jesus Chri st.   Like I 

said, it was Adam who got us into this mess and it is Christ, the 

second Adam, who gets us out.  The mystery here, th e real mystery 

here is that God would be willing to die for us.  Y ou see, that 

mystery is not naturalistic evolution and it is not  the mushy love 

of some kindly old grandfather figure who demands n othing of his 

creatures.  It 's not working my way up to God by re ligion, it is 

not also presuming we are entitled to heaven simply  because of our 

existence.  You see, there are many, many people to day out there in 

the world who think that forgiveness is God's probl em and not 

ours.  Because after all, if God is merciful and fo rgiving, he will 

forgive, he must forgive us.  We subconsciously bel ieve in Heinrich 

Heine's famous quote, "God will forgive me.  That's  his job."  But 

you see, mercy is not his obligation.  Justice is G od's 

obligation.  Mercy is God's choice.  You know, we c an demand 

justice from God but we can never demand mercy.  Ju st think about 

mercy for a moment.  Mercy is something that only a  victor can 

grant to the vanquished.  It 's never something that  the vanquished 

can demand.  You know, when we were kids wrestling,  you know, when 



ever we began losing, you know, it's going bad, you 'd cry out, 

"Mercy!  Mercy!"  It was much more of a plea than i t was a demand.  

You can ask for mercy but if you need it, then by d efinition you're 

hardly in a position to demand it.  What is unique about us human 

beings is that we think we can demand it.  "God wil l forgive me.  

That's his job."  But God specifically says that me rcy is his right 

and his prerogative to give as he sees fit.  In Rom ans 9, God is 

explaining why not all of Israel has accepted Chris t as the 

Messiah, and he says something very disturbing to l ots of people 

who think it's God's exclusive job to extend mercy.   God declares 

that mercy is not something that he owes to every h uman being and 

that again, mercy is his prerogative.  Listen to wh at he says in 

Romans 9:14-18, he says:  What shall we say then?  Is there 

injustice on God's part?  By no means!  For he says  to Moses, "I 

will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will ha ve compassion on 

whom I have compassion."  So then it depends not an  human will or 

exertion, but on God, who has mercy.  For the Scrip ture says to 

Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you u p, that I might 

show my power in you and that my name might be proc laimed in all 

the earth."  So then he has mercy on whomever he wi lls, and he 

hardens whomever he wills.   

Pharaoh was a perfect example of one who did not re ceive mercy.  

God here was talking about the Pharaoh who enslaved  the Jews in 



Egypt.  This is the Pharaoh who saw ten extraordina ry plagues, he 

saw ten miraculous proofs that God was real, that G od was with 

Israel.  He saw the Nile river turned into blood.  He saw fire and 

hail raining down from heaven.  He even saw the par ting of the Red 

Sea, and that was not enough to penetrate Pharaohs' s hard heart.  

Why?  Because God had withheld his mercy.  We just happen to think 

that every human being everywhere is automatically entitled to that 

mercy by virtue of being born, but God says otherwi se.  You know, I 

once heard someone say that if God were to fling ev ery single one 

of us wholesale directly from earth right into hell , you know what 

the entire universe would say?  The entire universe  would chant, 

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD God of hosts."  We ha ve this 

colossally twisted notion of our own inherent goodn ess and our 

worthiness for heaven.  C.S. Lewis once said, "When  a man is 

getting worse, he understands his own 'badness' les s and less.  A 

moderately bad man knows he's not very good.  A tho roughly bad man 

thinks he is all right."  Most every non-Christian I know thinks 

they are all right when it comes to God.  You know,  a lot of the 

fault of that lies with the church.  It l ies with t he church 

because we don't explain the mysteries of God any m ore because 

people simply don't want to hear it.  You know, par t of the curse 

of Adam's fall is that no one wants to learn about the curse of 

Adam's fall.  We have all inherited from Adam a reb el's heart and 

it is there from day one.  You know, there are amon gst us even here 



certain individuals who think nothing of lying and cheating and 

stealing and even engaging in simple assault and we  accept this 

behavior as normal because they're all between one and five years 

old.  Did you break that window?  No.  Did you take  that cookie?  

No.  Did you hit your sister?  No.  Did you scream for that toy?  

No.  If you have any doubts that we are a fallen cr eation, just 

spend some time in the nursery.  It 's warfare down there.  It 's 

carnage down there.  The only thing that prevents i nfants from 

being absolute despots is the fact that they have n o power.  So why 

is it that we don't ever have to teach our kids to hit or bite or 

cheat or lie?  We all know it, it 's because they co me by these 

behaviors naturally.  

You know, I remember one day coming home from our l ocal deli only 

to find out that one of my kids who will remain nam eless -- Ben -- 

had pocketed a candy bar.  So we had a long talk, a  very painful 

talk, and we went back to the deli and I waited til l it was empty 

and I went up to the woman, I said, "My son has som ething he wants 

to tell you."  So he told her that he had stolen --  quivering lip, 

whole bit -- that he had stolen the candy bar, he w as sorry and he 

was bringing it back, and it was embarrassing and i t was a painful 

situation but it was absolutely necessary to undo a nd to walk back 

something that my son did quite naturally on his ow n.  I know for 

certain I never taught him how to steal candy bars.   That was not 



part of my thing.  You know, I never taught any of my kids these 

tricks and yet they all did these and other things without the 

benefit of any teaching and they did them very, ver y well.  Like I 

said, they came by these skills naturally.  It was in their 

nature.  It was in their nature to directly counter  what they knew 

they had been taught and what they knew God expecte d of them.  So 

our job as parents is by God's grace to train that out of them, but 

for that nature, we can thank Adam.  Adam was the w ellspring.  He 

was the point of origin for every human being.  He fundamentally 

altered his very nature, trading in flawless perfec tion for fallen 

rebellion the second he ate that fruit.  That falle nness and that 

rebellion was passed on to every one of his descend ents, and that 

includes you and me.  So we are now fallen rebels n ot just by 

behavior but by nature.  I mean, Ephesians 2  says that we are by 

nature children of wrath.   

So God is forced to judge every son and daughter of  Adam on two 

counts.  Count 1 is what we do and Count 2 is who w e are.  We do 

sins because we are sinners.  We are creatures now altogether 

different from our creator because Adam sold us all  out.  Our 

perfection is now gone.  And a perfect creator and a fallen sinful 

rebellious creature can no longer co-exist.  We are  now radically 

unfit for heaven because it is stil l perfect and we  no longer are.  

So when God says in Romans 3:10:  "There is none good, no not one," 



he is describing a goodness we all lost in the Gard en of Eden.  It 

was a perfect goodness and now it is all gone and G od holds us 

responsible.  That's when I hear people say, "Hey, I'm not perfect 

but really, I'm trying my best," I shudder.  Our be st will never 

come even close to perfection, and perfection defin es the nature of 

God.  Perfection is what a perfect God must demand of us or he 

would cease to be perfect.  You know, we think God marks on a curve 

based on our fallen abilities, but he doesn't becau se he can't, and 

can't isn't a word we usually associate with God.  I mean, after 

all, we think God is God, he's all powerful, he can  do whatever he 

wants, can't he?  The shocking answer is no.  Scrip ture says 

there's a number of things that God can't do.  It s ays he can't 

lie.  It says he can't change his character to acco mmodate our 

fallenness.  Furthermore, if he would allow us fall en imperfect 

creatures into his perfect heaven, then what would that heaven 

become?  I mean, you see God's dilemma?  A perfect creator, an 

imperfect rebellious creature.  How does God reconc ile the two and 

still stay true to his character?  How does he make  us perfect all 

over again?  This is the heart of the mystery that we are stewards 

of.  

Well, there are two ways to be perfect.  One, to be  flawless as 

Adam was and Jesus still is; the other is to have m y flaws, my 

imperfections, my sins paid for by someone else, so meone capable of 



paying, and that has to be someone perfect.  So if a flawless God 

were to become one of us and then flawlessly live o ut his human 

life so that he could offer that life as a substitu te sacrifice for 

our sins, then we could be perfect again.  God hims elf would 

exchange his perfection for our sin.  This is a not ion so 

fantastic, nobody could ever make it up.  The Bible  says Christ, 

the son, the second person of the trinity was the c reator and 

sustainer of all life.  In John 1:3 , it says:  All things were made 

through him, and without him was not anything made that was made.  

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.   The Bible 

furthermore says this Christ gave up his glory, ent ered into space 

and time and came to planet earth.  In John 1:14 , it says:  And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have s een his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of g race and truth.   

But the deepest part of the mystery is what God tel ls us in 2 

Corinthians 5:21 .  There he tells us:  For our sake he made him to 

be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might bec ome the 

righteousness of God.   You know what that means?  That means that 

when Jesus was on the cross, he was not nobly shoul dering our 

burdens, instead he was becoming them.  That a perf ectly holy God 

for our sakes became rape and murder and rage and p ornography and 

envy and theft and drunkenness and lying, you name it.  He became 

my sin and his father punished him for that sin.  W e all know the 

external facts, I mean, we know that he was arreste d, mocked, 



beaten, stripped, flogged, and crucified, but it's only when you 

look beneath the surface that you begin to understa nd that he was 

orchestrating the entire thing himself and that he was never the 

victim that people claimed he was.  Time and again Jesus warned his 

disciples ahead of time exactly what was going to t ake place at the 

cross.  In Matthew 16:21, it says:  From then on Jesus began to 

point out to His disciples that He must go to Jerus alem and suffer 

many things from the elders, chief priests, and scr ibes, be killed, 

and be raised on the third day.   So we know the cross was no 

accident.  Jesus knowingly and willingly sacrificed  himself to 

become our sin.  We know his own father had the exq uisite agony of 

watching his own creation, that's us, torture and m urder his only 

begotten son, and because he had become our sin, hi s own father had 

to abandon him.  It was Jesus who cried, "My God, my God, why hast 

thou forsaken me?"  Because his own father had to reject the sin 

that he had become.  Now, do you think Jesus Christ  would have 

undergone that humiliation and that torture if it h adn't been 

absolutely necessary?  Do you think God's perfect c haracter 

required perfect justice and perfect mercy to both be satisfied in 

one horrendous sacrifice or was Jesus trying to mak e a point, just 

trying to show us how much he loved us?  Believe it  or not, there's 

a lot of evangelicals today who believe that.  When  Jesus rose from 

the dead, it was because he had endured his own sac rifice 

flawlessly.  He had substituted his own righteousne ss for my sin 



and God had accepted it.  This is the mystery that we are the 

stewards of.  This is the secret to eternal life to  all who 

understand it.  It started in the Garden of Eden wi th the fall of 

Adam, it ended with an empty tomb on Easter Sunday,  and they are 

all connected.  Romans 5:19  sums it all up, it says:  For as by one 

man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so b y the one man's 

obedience the many will be made righteous.   By faith in Christ's 

sacrifice we are made righteous in him.  That's wha t the mystery of 

God is in a nutshell.  

So one simple question this morning, how many of yo ur friends, how 

many of your relatives, how many of your associates  understand this 

mystery?  How many of them don't even know the real  story or what 

it has to do with their lives?  Romans 10:17  says:  So faith comes 

from hearing, and hearing through the word of Chris t.   I have told 

this mystery to many, many folks, most of them from  Christian 

backgrounds, and almost 100 percent almost to a per son, the 

response has been not necessarily one of accepting it but always 

saying "I've never heard that before."  If there ar e more important 

words we could ever speak to someone than these, I don't know what 

they are.  These are the mysteries of God.  Some of  have heard it, 

many more have not.  The many know only what they'v e heard from 

stories, tales, and jokes like the one that I told this morning.  

Yet this mystery is the most important information they will ever 



hear or you will ever speak.  See, if I understand this mystery, 

then I understand why my best efforts are not good enough because 

my best efforts will always fall short of perfectio n.  Romans 3:23  

says:  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.   

And finally, if you understand the mysteries of God , you understand 

that the story of the mystery is not a joke at all,  that it is in 

fact a matter of life and death:  Eternal life and eternal death.  

1 Corinthians 4:1  says:  Let a man so consider us, as servants of 

Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.   That stewardship is 

an awesome responsibility.  It doesn't require a Ph .D. in 

Theology.  It requires first and foremost, prayer.  You have to 

want to discharge this responsibility well enough t o pray about 

it.  You know, the history of this mystery is actua lly very simple, 

and most of you already know it or my joke wouldn't  have made any 

sense at all.  The problem is is that the history h as been twisted 

and distorted to suit the world, the flesh, and the  devil, and it 

is our job to simply untwist it and present it with  the Holy 

Spirit 's power.  In Adam's fall, we sinned all.  We  were fallen, we 

were cursed, we were doomed, God saw, God cared, Go d came to earth, 

God lived perfectly among us as one of us, God took  our punishment, 

God died in our place, God rose from the dead.  We live forever 

when we trust in that God.  It 's that simple.  That 's the mystery 

of God.  



Next week we're going to look at what it means to b e responsible 

stewards with this mystery.  We will look at why we  steward it and 

how God expects us to do that.  Let me give you a h int.  It's all 

wrapped up in the very next verse, 1 Corinthians 4:2  which says:  

Moreover, it is required in stewards that one be fo und faithful.   

We're back to faithfulness.  You see, the ultimate measure of a 

steward's worth, whether it be money or minutes or mysteries is 

faithfulness.  You know, when it comes to the myste ries of God, 

some folks think that a faithful steward is someone  who is 

persuasive, you know he could talk somebody into be coming a 

Christian.  Some folks think that it 's someone who is theologically 

brill iant, he can argue somebody into becoming a Ch ristian.  Still 

some other folks think it's someone who ascribes to  the words often 

wrongly attributed to St. Francis:  "Preach the gos pel at all 

times.  Use words if necessary."  He can imitate Ch rist and model 

them into becoming a Christian.  The fact is, you c an't talk, you 

can't argue, you can't model anyone into heaven.  G od says you can 

plant, you can water, but only He can give the incr ease.  You know, 

preach the gospel at all times, use words as necess ary implies that 

Godly behavior is all that is necessary to preach t he gospel, but 

we all know that Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses ce rtainly can 

appear to be godly and so can a host of other cults .  I don't know 

if I'm the only preacher who finds those words part icularly 



annoying, but I do.  I mean, the fact is, you canno t preach the 

gospel and you cannot steward the mysteries of God without 

recognizing that words are absolutely necessary.  E ven Paul 

recognized this.  He said this in Romans 10:14 , he said:  How then 

will they call on him in whom they have not believe d?  And how are 

they to believe in him of whom they have never hear d?  And how are 

they to hear without someone preaching?   

So here's the big question.  Do you preach the good  news?  Now, you 

may not preach it to congregations but do you preac h it to your 

friends?  Do you preach it to your relatives, to yo ur co-workers, 

to your family, to your children?  How are they to hear without 

someone preaching?  We will see next week that the heavy lifting of 

granting folks the power to hear is not our job to do, it is God's, 

and he is more than capable.  Let me conclude with what he asks of 

us.  It is this faithful understanding in 1 Corinthians 4:1-2:  

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Ch rist and 

stewards of the mysteries of God.  Moreover, it is required of 

stewards that they be found trustworthy.   Let's pray. 

Father God, what an incredible privilege we have, i t 's not just the 

money that you've given us, it 's not just the minut es that you've 

given us, but it 's the mysteries of who you are.  I t 's the mystery 

of what the gospel is.  It's the ability to communi cate the word to 



a world that is lost, to a world that has no clue.  Father, I pray 

that you would place in us a burden, a burning desi re to do just 

that and that you would give us the ability to trus t not in our 

intellectual prowess, not to our ability to argue o r to persuade 

but in your supernatural Holy Spirit power.  Give u s the ability, 

give us the heart to preach your word, we pray in J esus' name.  

Amen.  


