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The main difficulty in interpreting the prophetic parts of the Scripture has always been to be able to 
sort out whether what is being spoken of is literal physical or literal spiritual. That is; when you 
read of, “the sun and the moon, and the stars of heaven” in verses 24 and 25 are they referring to 
the literal sun and moon, or do they emblematically represent the spiritual powers and authorities 
of the nation of Israel, or some other groups of rulers and people?  If they do refer to the powers 
and authorities in Israel, then do verses 26 and 27 refer to Christ’s coming to judge the nation of 
Israel in 70 A.D.; and following that, His sending out the gospel through the apostles and preachers 
of it, into all the world to gather His elect? Or do they refer to Christ’s Coming at the end of the 
world, and His saints being gathered to Him then?  This is what we want to try to discover this 
afternoon. Because there has been so much teaching in the past which condemns the spiritualizing 
of texts like this one, many Christians have fallen into the error of reading most of the prophetic 
language of the Scripture in a wooden literal way.  I believe that the verses that we are studying this 
afternoon have both literal physical and literal spiritual aspects to them, and I am going to attempt 
to show them both to you in the exposition.   
        My proposition to you this afternoon is this: The words which are spoken to us here, by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, were deliberately chosen to show forth the prophetic truths related to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, the desolation of the Jews and their future redemption, and Christ’s 
Second Coming at the end of the age.  We must remember the questions which were posed to our 
Lord by his apostles.  In verse 4 of Chapter 13 of Mark they say: “Tell us, when will these things 
be?”  “And what will be the sign when all these things will be fulfilled?”   In Matthew 24 it reads this 
way: “Tell us, when will these things be?”  “And what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end 
of the age?” And in Luke 21: 7 they say: “Teacher, but when will these things be?”  “And what sign 
will there be when these things are about to take place?”  Jesus will answer all of their questions.  
He will answer the more immediate question related to the destruction of Jerusalem first, and as 
He does so He will also answer the long-term question related to when all their desolations would 
be fulfilled.  And then, finally, He will also answer their question concerning His Second Coming 
and the end of the age.   
        Let us understand that as in many of the prophecies which were given out in the Old 
Testament Scripture, there may be more than one fulfillment, in the history of the Church, of the 
words which were uttered.  The same truth applies to the words of Jesus here in this passage. This 
will help us very much to understand the words of our text, “After that tribulation”.  If we do not 
see this, we will not correctly understand any of these three parallel passages.  So this afternoon, I 
want us to examine 2 critical  phrases which are found in these verses.  1st – The phrase “after that 
tribulation” in verse 24a.  and 2nd – We also want to look at the phrase “the sun and the moon will 
be darkened” in verse 24b and 25.  These are key phrases which when put in the context of all that 
we have studied before, should allow us to come to the right conclusions about the very significant 
prophetic things which are coming in the future in relation to the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
1st – Let us examine the phrase “after that tribulation”, found in verse 24. 
       “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light.”  Matthew 24, verse 29 says: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days…” The 
tribulation which is spoken of here, which is termed “that tribulation” in Mark, in the immediate 
context of the verses which have gone before, is speaking of the tribulation which came to the Jews 
when Jerusalem was surrounded by the Roman armies.  Their temple and the Most Holy Place 
were defiled by the false worship of the Roman armies, and then those armies so destroyed the 
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temple and the other great buildings around it, that “not one stone was left upon another”.  They 
were all thrown down.  In the process of all this physical destruction and human suffering, (1.1 
million Jews died in this time of tribulation), the unbelieving Jews and their descendants; those 
who did not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation from their sins, were left desolate.  In 
Matthew 23, verse 37 Jesus says, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to her!”  “How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”  “See, Your house is left to you 
desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord!”   
        The tribulation of those days of the destruction of Jerusalem led to the desolation of the Jews 
which continues down to this present day, and it will continue until they say at the time of their 
national conversion to Christ, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”.   The sign that 
their temple would be destroyed would be the abomination of desolation which was predicted by 
the prophet Daniel in Daniel 9, verse 26.  I want you to turn over there with me.  “And after the 
sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to 
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.”  “The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end 
of the war desolations are determined.”  “Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one 
week: but in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering, and on the wing 
of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is 
determined, is poured out on the desolate.”  You can see here that the Messiah was cut off after 
sixty two weeks, but not for Himself, but for all of God’s Elect people.  And after that, it does not 
say how long it would be until the prince (Titus) who was to come, would come, and destroy the 
city of Jerusalem and the sanctuary. The end of this would be with a flood of God’s wrath.  And 
until the end of the war, desolations were determined.  That is, until the end of the war between the 
Jews and Romans, most certainly desolations were determined; but even more, until the end of the 
war between God and the Jews, because of their rejection of their Messiah, desolations were 
determined.    
       We then find something quite interesting which relates to our study this afternoon. The 
prophecy turns to look further at the end of these abominations which made the Jews desolate.  
Christ confirms a covenant with many, that is with many of God’s elect people, from among the 
Jews, for one week.  In the middle of the 70th week, He laid down His life for the sins of all of His 
people, and brought an end to sacrifice and offering by the offering of Himself.  And then it says 
that “on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation”.   
The consummation of what?  The consummation which is being spoken of here, I believe, is the 
consummation of all of God’s plans in relation to  the Jews coming to know Christ as their Savior, 
as a nation.   Jesus had laid down His life so that all of the elect Jews could find salvation from all 
of their sins.  The majority of the Jews in His day rejected Him and thus they and their descendants 
of many generations were left desolate, as we now know.  But to compound the matter, in the 
centuries which followed their national rejection of Christ, even down to this present day, there 
would be “one”, this text says, who would continue to make desolate, even until the time of the 
consummation; that is, until they would be brought to faith in Christ, as a nation.   
       This prophecy in Daniel 9 is intended to give the Jews the hope, that if they will believe in Jesus 
Christ, then someday they will be restored to God, and grafted back in to Christ’s Church, which is 
the true Israel of God.  It is intended to show them, and us, that there will someday be an end to all 
the abominations which had made them desolate; their rejection of their Messiah, and their 
subsequently being politically destroyed as a nation.  In this case, the “one” who had made them 
desolate from the earthly standpoint was the Roman world monarchy and government, the 4th 
World Monarchy of  Nebuchnezzar’s statue of Daniel 2, verses 40-43.  It was under the Roman 
authority of Caesar that our Lord was crucified. The unbelieving Jews persuaded Pilate, the Roman 
governor,  to crucify our Lord, and it was that authority which later made them desolate in 70 A.D.  
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This Roman power would become the greatest enemy of not only the Jews, but also the Church of 
Jesus Christ.  The Pagan Roman Empire persecuted both Jews and Gentiles, through 10 successive 
Emperors.  And when the Pagan Roman Empire fell, let us also remember, that the Roman Papal 
power then took its place as the 2nd beast of the book of Revelation.  This Antichrist continued to 
persecute the Jews and the true Church of Christ later on.  This on-going abomination of desolation 
has placed the present Church of Jesus Christ in a Babylonian captivity of false doctrine for the past 
1200 years.  But this tribulation will come to an end.   
      I think that reading the words of Jonathan Edwards’ Notes on the Scripture on Matthew 24: 21 
will be helpful to our study.  “More particularly by the “time of tribulation” here spoken of, is meant 
the whole time of the tribulation and suffering, both of the literal and spiritual Israel from the 
Roman empire, or the whole time wherein both the literal and spiritual Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down under-foot by Rome or the spiritual Babylon.” “Beginning with the troubles that both Jews 
and Christians suffered under Nero, about which time was that beginning of sorrows spoken of in 
Matthew 24, verses 7-9, and ending with the time, times, and a half a time of the reign of 
Antichrist.”  “That this tribulation should be suffered from Rome, or in the spiritual Babylon, is 
signified by Christ, in verse 28: “Wherever the carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered together: 
“The tribulation is by the eagles, i.e. the Roman powers preying on the carcasses of Israel.”  “The 
tribulation of the literal and spiritual Jews, brought to them by Rome, both began about the same 
time, and therefore both the sufferings of the Jews, and the persecution of the Christians from the 
Romans, are mentioned together in the preceding part of Chapter 24, and are called the beginning 
of sorrows, about the same time that the troubles of the Jews from the Romans began under Nero, 
who persecuted both Jews and Christians together; and both will end together; when the power of 
Rome, the city that has brought this tribulation upon them, ends; much as of old the captivity of 
the Jews ceased, when Babylon, that carried them captive, was destroyed.”  “So it will be, when the 
spiritual Babylon falls, the Christian Church shall be delivered, and the Jews shall be called.” “The 
tribulation of the literal Jerusalem and the Jewish nation spoken of by Christ, at the time that we 
have an account of in this chapter, was not any short tribulation, or something that should soon be 
over, but is expressly spoken of by Christ as that which shall be continued for many ages, and even 
till the commencement of the glorious times of the Christian Church, in the latter ages of the 
world.”  “Luke 21: 23 – ‘There shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people, and 
they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations, and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” (End 
of Quote)  So you see here, that the phrase, “But in those days, after that tribulation” refer to a 
much longer period of time of tribulation than just the time of the destruction of Jerusalem.  It is a 
calamity which yet continues.  But let me attempt to confirm this exposition in my 2nd point. 
 2nd – We want to examine the phrase “the sun and the moon will be darkened”. 
       “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light; the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.”  Matthew 24: 
29 says: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”  
In Luke’s account we are given the clear impression that these are literal physical descriptions of 
the elements of the sun, moon, and stars not being able to give their light, and on the physical 
earth, there was distress of nations.   Luke 21: 24 and 25 says this: “And they will fall by the edge of 
the sword, and be led away captive into all nations.”  “And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”  “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in 
the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men’s 
hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”   
       This no doubt refers to the time of the literal physical bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
His Second Coming.  And I shall speak of this later in my next sermon to you.  But whether the 
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Second Coming of Christ is all that is being spoken of here in Mark 13 and Matthew 24 is quite 
doubtful in my mind, because often in the Old Testament Scriptures, the use of the words, “the sun 
and the moon and the stars” growing dim and dark and falling out of the sky, etc., and “the powers 
of the heavens being shaken”, was used by the prophets to describe the overthrow of nations, 
governments, and even the ordinances of the Old Testament dispensation disappearing.  Turn with 
me over to Isaiah 13, verse 9.  “Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with both wrath and fierce 
anger, to lay the land desolate; and He will destroy its sinners from it.”  “For the stars of heaven 
and their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be darkened in its going forth, and the 
moon will no cause its light to shine.”  “I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their 
iniquity; I will halt the arrogance of the proud, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.”  
Now all of this language seems to picture the end of the world and the Judgment Day when Christ 
returns.  But, in reality, it is specifically referring in the context of these verses, to the judgments 
that God would bring upon Babylon.  It is not the whole world that is being judged, but the 
Babylonian kingdom; that world of false religion which opposed Israel in the Old Testament times, 
and spiritually, Christ and His kingdom in New Testament times.   
       Now turn with me over to Isaiah Chapter 24, verse 23 – “It shall come to pass in that day that 
the Lord will punish on high the host of exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth.”  
“They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit.”  And will be shut up in the 
prison; after many days they will punished.”  “Then the moon will be disgraced and the sun 
ashamed; for the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and before His elders 
gloriously.”  That which we need to learn this afternoon, from these verses is this; that Christ’s 
kingdom is going to someday gloriously reign over all the kingdoms of this world that set 
themselves against Him.  The advance of His kingdom and His glory are seen in the Church’s 
progressively overcoming all oppositions to that advance.  The first opposition to the Church of 
Jesus Christ was the unbelieving Jews.  God brought tribulation and desolation to the Jews as an 
ethnic people and as a political nation, because they opposed, rejected, and crucified Christ and 
they persecuted His Church.  Luke 21, verse 22 says, “For these are the days of vengeance, that all 
things which are written may be fulfilled.”  But then there was also the future promises of an end to 
their desolation.  Luke 21, verse 24 – “And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away 
captive into all nations.”  “And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.”   
       In verses 25-28, we are shown that the time of their conversion will be when the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.  There will at that time be signs in the sun and the moon, and in the stars; 
many distresses of nature and nations before their redemption and restoration; not to the old 
theocracy, but their being brought into the Church.  The conversion of the Jews will be a mighty 
advance for Christ’s Church.  The tribulation and desolation of the Jews will eventually come to an 
end, “after the tribulation of those days”.  After the tribulation of those days has reference to 3 
times.  There is first, the time of tribulation at the destruction of Jerusalem.  Then 2nd there is the 
time of tribulation at the time of the fall of the Roman Antichrist, and the nations aligned with her 
who oppose Christ’s kingdom’s advance.  And then there will be the time of tribulation which will 
come at the time just before Christ’s Second Coming.   
       After each of these tribulations comes to an end, those who are still living, in high positions of 
political and ecclesiastical authority who have opposed Christ’s reign; the sun, the moon, and the 
stars, are ashamed and disgraced.  But the outcome for Jews at the time of their conversion to 
Christ is well prophesied of in Isaiah 24: 14 – “They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing; for the 
majesty of the Lord they shall cry aloud from the sea.”  “Therefore glorify the Lord in the dawning 
light, the name of the Lord God of Israel in the coastlands of the sea.”  “From the ends of the earth 
we have heard songs: Glory to the righteous!”  So shall it be when the Jews come to Christ.  In Luke 
21, verse 28 says, “Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because 
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your redemption draws near.”   We will have more to say on the subject of the spiritual “comings of 
Christ”, and Christ’s Second Coming in the next sermon.   
         


