
 The Christian’s Level Path (Psalm 26) 

• Two phrases: Ps 26: one level ground (ESV) “therefore I shall not slide (KJV)  

• Two phrases unify the Psalm: If you trust God, He will lead you on level ground  

•  But the one who does not trust and walk with God is on slippery terrain  

• The verse most striking about this psalm is the last verse standing on level ground 

• There are similarities between Ps 25 & Ps 26 in some key ways: Not both claim...  

…personal integrity (25:21 & 26:1,11) pray for deliverance (25:16-22 & 26: 9-11)

I.  Nothing to Hide  

• Ps 25 David prayed: God would not let him be put to shame, teach him His ways 

• In Ps 26 he tells us that this is exactly what God & he have done 

• God has taught him, & he has walked in God’s ways & led a blameless life 

• Therefore, he stands (and expects to continue standing) on level ground. 

• Plea for vindication (1) Prove me, O LORD. try me; test my heart & my mind (2) 

• David’s prayer: vindication from God, godliness before God, confidence in God  

II. The Path of the Righteous 

• The way of the righteous, which David claims to be living is outlined in vv.3-8 

• v 2  contribute to it as well: David asks God to examine his “heart” and “mind” 

• To walk in God’s way David must be instructed in God’s truth & born again 

• This is the only way one ever acquires a heart that desires to go in God’s paths  

• God’s servant needs to know the way, but he also needs to want to follow it  

Ps 26:3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, & I walk in your faithfulness 

1) Separation of wicked people (vv.4-5) I do not sit with men of falsehood, nor do I 

consort with hypocrites.  I hate…assembly of evildoers…not sit with the wicked 

2) Personal innocence (v.6): to be able to “wash [our] hands in innocence” (v.6) 

Ps 24:  3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?...stand in his holy place? 4 “He 

who has clean hands…pure heart…does not lift up his soul to what is false.” 

3) Available testimony to God’s nature and deeds (vv.6-7) 

4) Love for God’s house (v.8): O LORD; I love the habitation of your house and the 

place where your glory dwells. 

5) Final separation (9-11): Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, nor my life 

with bloodthirsty men…redeem me, and be gracious to me, he says (vv9-11) 


