
GOD REMEMBERS AND FORGETS

God’s people are to remember their history: the multifaceted work that God has done for them and in them 
because of Jesus Christ. This concern for redemptive history does not arise out of a mere “Those who forget 
history are prone to repeat it” attitude. The stakes  are far higher: those who forget their history forget God, and 
grow indifferent and faithless  to Him. God warns His  people,  as they are about to enter the Promised Land, to 
not forget Him (e.g.,  Deut. 4:9, 23; 6:12; 8:11). Conversely, remembering their former condition in slavery and 
God’s salvation must inform their distinctive living in the land (e.g.,  Deut. 5:15; 7:18;  8:2, 18; 15:15;  24:17-18). 
Remembering is not simply a mental recall exercise: it is  walking in humble submission to God’s Word because 
God’s past saving faithfulness has been indelibly impressed upon our lives. Forgetting God, then, is the height of 
arrogance: it  is the conscious disregard of God,  His  works, and covenant,  and an indifference to the personal 
and corporate salvation accomplished in Christ. Even in the new covenant,  the pattern of apostolic instruction is 
the same: we are continually reminded of what God has  done for us in Christ,  just as  the OT Church was 
reminded of  what God’s work in the Exodus (e.g., Jude 1:5, 17; 2 Tim 2:8, 14; 1 Cor 15:1; 2 Pet 1:12f; 3:1f). 
 As important as  it is  for us  to remember and not forget God,  our actions  are but a reflection of what God 
does  in salvation and judgment. “God remembers” is a metaphor that can describe either God’s  salvation or 
judgment,  just as “God forgets” describes  either salvation or judgment. Each concept (“remember” or “forget”) 
can represent either side of  God’s actions, depending on the Biblical context.
 For God to remember is  not to say that God needs to recall something He forgot. God knows all things. 
These phrases  are a kind of anthropomophism (speaking of God, who does  not have a body,  in a way that seems to 
give Him human qualities, e.g. “God’s hand”).
 When referring to salvation, God remembers describes His mercy upon His people in a manifest,  public,  and 
visible manner, such that it could be said that deliverance was at the “fore-front” of God’s divine activity and 
that God was attentive to His  people. Divine remembrance in salvation is  God faithfully working in accordance 
with and holding Himself to His promissory Word spoken in times past (e.g.,  at the time of the Exodus, God is 
described as  remembering His covenant promise to the patriarchs,  Ex 2:24; 6:5; Nehemiah constantly asks God 
to remember him for good, Neh 5:19; 13:14, 22, 31).
 In judgment,  God remembers describes His avenging activity to bring upon His  enemies  that which their 
unrighteousness  has called for. It is God counting men’s  sins against them, reckoning to them what their sins 
deserve (e.g., God orders Israel to remember what the Amalekites did to them in order to avenge their guilt once 
Israel becomes established in the land, Deut 24:17-19).
	 Just as  God remembers does  not mean He suddenly recalls a forgotten particle of information, so God forgets does 
not indicate divine senility or misplacement of  facts.
 In salvation,  God forgets means  He does not count our sins  against us. “God forgets our sins” means He 
forgives  our sins (e.g.,  Heb 8:12; 10:17; cf. Is 43:25). God casting our iniquities into the depths of the sea 
perfectly expresses this “forgetting” (see Mic 7:18-20 where God’s  response to our sins  is  likened to what God 
did to Pharaoh’s army: God destroys  our sins [which enslaved us] just as He destroyed Pharaoh [who enslaved 
Israel] at the bottom of  the sea).
 In judgment, God forgets means He blots out the memory of the wicked from earth. It’s as  if they never 
existed. God threatens to forget His 
own people because they have 
forgotten Him (Hos  4:6). He blotted 
out the memory of the then-world in 
the flood (Gen 7:23). God forgetting 
unto judgment is a fearful thing that is 
promised upon all who forget God.
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God remembers his enemies for 
judgment, to avenge their sins

God remembers His people 
and has compassion on them

God forgets his enemies and 
blots them out

God forgets His people’s sins, 
and remembers them no more


