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James 5:12  But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and 
your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation. !
James is repeating the command that Jesus delivered as part of the beatitudes. In the 
context of the previous verses, this command serves to direct those who are faithful 
children of God to remain so until the coming of the Lord, not making vows or 
commitments that they cannot or will not keep and not swearing to do so by the 
creation, thus dishonoring the creator. !

Matthew 5:33-37 33  Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord 
thine oaths: 34  But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it 
is God's throne: 35  Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; 
for it is the city of the great King. 36  Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, 
because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37  But let your 
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil. !

Jesus commanded Thou shalt not forswear thyself (perjure yourself), but shalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths. God expects us to do what we say we will do and even more 
so when we swear that we will do so, using God’s name or God’s creation to seal the oath 
we make. !
Jesus commanded and James repeated to Swear not (at all). Does this mean that we are 
not to make promises to others? It does if we are knowingly making false statements or 
promises under oath.  !
Consider how this is addressed in the Hebrew law. !
The false witness is condemned for the sin which he bore false witness about. In the 
context of James’ commands, we should grudge not one against another and use false 
witness to execute judgment against those who have done evil unto us. !

Leviticus 5:1  And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a 
witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he 
shall bear his iniquity. !
Exodus 20:16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. !
Exodus 23:1 Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the 
wicked to be an unrighteous witness. !
Zechariah 8:17 And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his 
neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith 
the LORD. 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To swear to do something (evil or good) that we are unable or unwilling to actually 
accomplish, even if it is forgotten, but then brought to remembrance, brings guilt and 
requires repentance. !

Leviticus 5:4-5 4  Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do evil, or to do 
good, whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be 
hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these. 
5  And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he 
shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing: !

God commands us to keep the vow or oath we’ve made especially if the vow or oath is to 
the Lord. !

Numbers 30:2  If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind 
his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to 
all that proceedeth out of his mouth. !

What we say we will do for the Lord matters. In the context of James’ commands, we 
should always consider if the Lord will in order to limit our rash commitments to God. !

Deuteronomy 23:21-23 21  When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, 
thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it 
of thee; and it would be sin in thee. 22  But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it 
shall be no sin in thee. 23  That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt 
keep and perform; even a freewill offering, according as thou hast vowed 
unto the LORD thy God, which thou hast promised with thy mouth. !
James 4:17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin. !
Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he 
hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it that 
thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. !

Courts will often have an individual swear “so help me God” when giving witness during 
a trial. The presidential oath of office does not constitutionally include the phrase, but it 
is often appended at the end of the oath when given and repeated. To swear by the name 
of God and then not do what has been sworn unto is a sin. !

Leviticus 19:12  And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt 
thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD. !!
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To swear falsely using the name of God is to take the name of God in vain and 
subsequently to be condemned by God. !

Exodus 20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; 
for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. !

Jesus commanded us to Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: Nor 
by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great 
King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair 
white or black.  James’ command to us is more succinct swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any other oath. In both cases, the command is clear: if 
we swear by the creation (heaven, earth, or our physical head), we are including the 
Creator God in that oath.  !

Matthew 23:16-22 16  Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall 
swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of 
the temple, he is a debtor! 17  Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or 
the temple that sanctifieth the gold? 18  And, Whosoever shall swear by the 
altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is 
guilty. 19  Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that 
sanctifieth the gift? 20  Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, 
sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 21  And whoso shall swear by the 
temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 22  And he that 
shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that 
sitteth thereon. !
Hebrews 6:13-16 13  For when God made promise to Abraham, because he 
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, 14  Saying, Surely blessing I 
will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. 15  And so, after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise. 16  For men verily swear by the greater: 
and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. !

Jesus is condemning the Hebrew leadership of allowing or disallowing for oaths which 
were sworn by the temple or the gold of the temple, the altar or the gift upon the altar 
(the sacrifice). In the context of James, these are double minded. The Jews were missing 
the point: without God, the temple, the altar, even heaven, are nothing. All oaths made 
by these things are under God’s authority and therefore all should be taken with the 
same seriousness. !
God is the God of the altar. !

Exodus 29:37  Seven days thou shalt make an atonement for the altar, and sanctify 
it; and it shall be an altar most holy: whatsoever toucheth the altar shall 
be holy.  !!
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God is the Judge those who swear oaths before the altar. !
1 Kings 8:31-32 31 If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an oath be 
laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath come before thine 
altar in this house: 32  Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy 
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; and 
justifying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness. !

God is the Ruler of heaven and of earth. !
Isaiah 66:1  Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is 
my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of 
my rest? !

God is the King of Jerusalem. !
Psalms 48:1-2 1  Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, 
in the mountain of his holiness. 2  Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, 
is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. !

God is the Purchaser, Owner, and Indweller of our bodies and spirits. 
  

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God's. !

Since God is supreme in and superior to all things upon which we might swear oaths or 
vows, we must keep every oath or vow sworn as if it were made upon the name of God. 
Jesus and James simply command us to let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay with 
the the warnings of whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil and lest ye fall into 
condemnation. These are the key commands: say yes or say no, but do not say yes when 
you mean no or no when you mean yes. Following these commands keeps us from 
sinning against both God and man. !

James 3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, 
the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. !

Keeping these commands brings blessing from God. !
Psalm 24:3-6 3  Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in 
his holy place? 4  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up 
his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 5  He shall receive the blessing 
from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 6  This is 
the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.
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