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“A Righteousness From God” 
 

September 20, 2015 
 
Sermon Text:  Philippians 3:9 
 
Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 53 
 
Introduction- 
 
Philippians 3:7-11  But whatever 
gain I had, I counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ.  (8)  Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ  (9)  and be 
found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which 
comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that 
depends on faith--  (10)  that I may 
know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death,  (11)  that by any means 
possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. 

 
This morning I would like us to review 
the gospel. Specifically, I think it is 
good for us to regularly be reminded of 
the truth that we are justified before 
God by a righteousness not our own, 
but that which is effected for us by 
God in His Son Jesus Christ. 
 
I remember asking, many years ago, 
why it is that God chose to save us by 
faith. It seemed that there must have 
been an infinite number of ways He 
could have chosen, at least that is what 
I was wondering at the time.  But why 
faith?  And of course the answer is that 
there are really only TWO possible 
means of justification: The Law 
(works) or the gospel (faith). That is – 
 

• Man doing, or 
• God doing 

 
Our salvation is by faith because being 
set right with God can only be pulled 
off by God Himself doing it for us. 
That only leaves us with trusting in 
His finished work, believing what He 
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has revealed to us to be the only way 
of salvation – namely, faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Romans 1:16-17  For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.  (17)  
For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, "The righteous shall live by 
faith." 

 
The righteousness of God, you see. 
Not the righteousness by which God 
Himself is righteous – that is, an 
attribute of God’s own Person – but 
rather a righteousness which comes 
from God and which is revealed to us 
and imputed (credited) to us by faith. 
 
Here you have it contrasted with 
works: 
 
Romans 3:19-28  Now we know 
that whatever the law says it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be stopped, 
and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God.  (20)  For by 
works of the law no human being 
will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge 
of sin.  (21)  But now the 
righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets 

bear witness to it--  (22)  the 
righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction:  (23)  
for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God,  (24)  and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus,  (25)  whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This 
was to show God's righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over former sins.  
(26)  It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, 
so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.  (27)  Then what becomes of 
our boasting? It is excluded. By 
what kind of law? By a law of 
works? No, but by the law of faith.  
(28)  For we hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works 
of the law. 

 
All of these “righteousness” and 
“justify” words are based on the same 
family of Greek words – 
dikaio/dikaiosune – 
 

• Righteousness (diskaiosune) – 
the quality of  legal/forensic 
“rightness” with God, 
blamelessness, guiltlessness,  the 
positive quality of having done 
right as defined by the 
requirements of God’s Law 
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• Righteous (dikaios) – the 
adjective describing a person 
who possesses righteousness 

• Justify (dikaiow) – to pronounce 
righteous.  

• Justification – (dikaioma) You 
see this word here: 

 
Romans 5:18-19  Therefore, as one 
trespass led to condemnation for 
all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all 
men.  (19)  For as by the one man's 
disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so by the one man's 
obedience the many will be made 
righteous. 

 
Justification is the state of being right 
with God, having been declared just by 
God.  The status of being blameless, 
guiltless, and positively just before 
God, without any taint or charge of sin. 
 
And as these verses show, this 
justification is the result of Christ’s 
one act of righteous obedience.  This 
justification is the opposite of 
condemnation: 
 
Romans 5:15-16  But the free gift 
is not like the trespass. For if many 
died through one man's trespass, 
much more have the grace of God 
and the free gift by the grace of that 
one man Jesus Christ abounded for 
many.  (16)  And the free gift is 
not like the result of that one man's 

sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, 
but the free gift following many 
trespasses brought justification. 

 
The result is life instead of death. 
Notice also that this justification is 
FREE. It is a GIFT. Because it is by 
faith, not earned by works.  
 
Now, let’s go back to Paul’s 
description of this righteousness in 
Philippians 3 – 
 
Philippians 3:7-11  But whatever 
gain I had, I counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ.  (8)  Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ  (9)  and be 
found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which 
comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that 
depends on faith--  (10)  that I may 
know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death,  (11)  that by any means 
possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. 
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This passage I think is one of the 
clearest definitions of the 
righteousness of God in the Bible.   
 
You will notice that Paul refers to “a 
righteousness of my own” which he 
formerly embraced. All of his zealous 
acts as a Pharisee were designed with 
one intention – to be right before God, 
blameless when it came to the keeping 
of the Law. That “righteousness” Paul 
had come to see is unattainable, and he 
speaks of this error in regard to his 
fellow Jews – 
 
Romans 10:1-11  Brothers, my 
heart's desire and prayer to God for 
them is that they may be saved.  (2)  
For I bear them witness that they 
have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge.  (3)  For, 
being ignorant of the 
righteousness of God, and 
seeking to establish their own, 
they did not submit to God's 
righteousness.  (4)  For Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness 
to everyone who believes.  (5)  For 
Moses writes about the 
righteousness that is based on the 
law, that the person who does the 
commandments shall live by them.  
(6)  But the righteousness based on 
faith says, "Do not say in your 
heart, 'Who will ascend into 
heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ 
down)  (7)  or "'Who will descend 
into the abyss?'" (that is, to bring 

Christ up from the dead).  (8)  But 
what does it say? "The word is near 
you, in your mouth and in your 
heart" (that is, the word of faith 
that we proclaim);  (9)  because, if 
you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.  (10)  For 
with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved.  (11)  For 
the Scripture says, "Everyone who 
believes in him will not be put to 
shame." 

 
See it there? The Jews were ignorant 
of this righteousness of God which is 
by faith, so they set out to establish 
their own by works. Actually they “did 
not submit” to God’s righteousness 
which would indicate knowing guilt on 
their part in rejection of any notion that 
they could not make themselves right 
by keeping the Law. Indeed, they 
considered that they were already just 
before God because they were the 
covenant people of God (circumcised). 
 
And there it is again. Paul says that the 
righteousness Moses wrote about (ie, 
in the Law) required the person to DO 
those commandments and thereby live 
(which was impossible of course). 
BUT, in contrast, Paul says this 
righteousness which is based on faith 
simply confesses Jesus Christ as Lord, 
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the one raised from the dead for our 
justification.   
 
So what Paul had come to understand, 
and what we all must clearly grasp and 
believe if we are to be right with God 
is this – 
 
(9)  and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that 
which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God 
that depends on faith-- 
 
See the contrast – 
 

• A righteousness produced by 
man himself by works, versus 

• A righteousness which is FROM 
God and comes to us by faith in 
Christ 

 
Justification then DEPENDS on faith 
in Christ’s law-keeping and curse-
bearing on our behalf, not upon our 
performance of works.  Here is a very 
concise and clear statement of the 
thing- 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21  For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

 
And Paul tells us that this gospel of 
justification by faith alone is the theme 

of the Old Testament as well, as 
illustrated in Abraham and David: 
 
Romans 4:1-13  What then shall we 
say was gained by Abraham, our 
forefather according to the flesh?  
(2)  For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God.  (3)  For 
what does the Scripture say? 
"Abraham believed God, and 
it was counted to him as 
righteousness."  (4)  Now to the 
one who works, his wages are not 
counted as a gift but as his due.  (5)  
And to the one who does not work 
but believes in him who justifies 
the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness,   
 
(6)  just as David also speaks of 
the blessing of the one to 
whom God counts 
righteousness apart from 
works:  (7)  "Blessed are those 
whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered;  (8)  
blessed is the man against whom 
the Lord will not count his sin."   
 
(9)  Is this blessing then only for 
the circumcised, or also for the 
uncircumcised? We say that faith 
was counted to Abraham as 
righteousness.  (10)  How then was 
it counted to him? Was it before or 
after he had been circumcised? It 
was not after, but before he was 
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circumcised.  (11)  He received the 
sign of circumcision as a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith 
while he was still uncircumcised. 
The purpose was to make him the 
father of all who believe without 
being circumcised, so that 
righteousness would be counted to 
them as well,  (12)  and to make 
him the father of the circumcised 
who are not merely circumcised 
but who also walk in the footsteps 
of the faith that our father 
Abraham had before he was 
circumcised.  (13)  For the promise 
to Abraham and his offspring that 
he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but 
through the righteousness of faith. 

 
When God justifies the sinner, the 
sinner is still at that moment ungodly. 
That is to say, he or she does not first 
make themselves godly so as to merit 
justification. No. Justification happens 
when an ungodly, guilty, condemned 
sinner comes to God in faith in Jesus 
Christ, and God then justifies that 
ungodly person.  Here is a classic 
picture of it in action: 
 
Luke 18:9-14  He also told this 
parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with 
contempt:  (10)  "Two men went up 
into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector.  (11)  The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, prayed thus: 
'God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector.  (12)  I fast twice a week; I 
give tithes of all that I get.'  (13)  
But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!'  (14)  I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified, 
rather than the other. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted." 

 
Many, many church members who are 
quite confident that they are righteous 
before God are in the same boat as the 
Jews of Paul’s day. They are trusting 
and boasting in their own merits and 
deeds, like the Pharisee.  It is their 
works that they will rest upon when 
they stand before Christ, and it won’t 
go well with them: 
 
Matthew 7:21-23  "Not everyone 
who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
the one who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.  (22)  On 
that day many will say to me, 'Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your 
name, and do many mighty works 
in your name?'  (23)  And then will 
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I declare to them, 'I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers 
of lawlessness.' 

 
Today Pharisaism and legalism abound 
under the guise of supposed 
Christianity. Many if not most of the 
“how-to” books sold in Christian 
bookstores are prime examples of this 
very thing.  
 
And in the world, well, we all know 
how common it is to hear people talk 
about “living a good life” and then 
going on to “a better place” when they 
die.  It is fiction.  Here is the reality of 
the supposed “good life” – 
 
Romans 3:10-20  as it is written: 
"None is righteous, no, not one;  
(11)  no one understands; no one 
seeks for God.  (12)  All have turned 
aside; together they have become 
worthless; no one does good, not 
even one."  (13)  "Their throat is an 
open grave; they use their tongues 
to deceive." "The venom of asps is 
under their lips."  (14)  "Their 
mouth is full of curses and 
bitterness."  (15)  "Their feet are 
swift to shed blood;  (16)  in their 
paths are ruin and misery,  (17)  
and the way of peace they have not 
known."  (18)  "There is no fear of 
God before their eyes."  (19)  Now 
we know that whatever the law says 
it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may 

be stopped, and the whole world 
may be held accountable to God.  
(20)  For by works of the law no 
human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin. 

 
It is vital for all of us to examine 
ourselves and be certain that we are in 
fact trusting in Christ alone, and not at 
all in our own performance. And we 
must take care that we not be duped by 
the so very common notions – 
especially when stated by people who 
claim to be Christians – that somehow 
“the departed have gone to a better 
place” or “he/she was such a good 
person”.  
 
Hell is not a better place. No human 
being is good in themselves. 
 
Like Paul, we run the race focused on 
that perfect righteousness which is 
from God, granted as a gift to all who 
believe.   


