
Gospel of John Chapter 18B 

 

Because man was created in the image of God, and because  God is just, even FALLEN MAN 

retains a God given desire for justice. 

 At a very early age you can see a strong duplicity within fallen men: Our desire for justice is 

tainted by our sinful self-centeredness so that we are hyper-sensitive to injustice, especially 

when it affects us personally. 

o My sister takes a pile of my Legos to make a house for her Barbie and Mom doesn’t 

punish her. So I cry out and lament over the injustice. 

o (Later that same day) That same sister takes the last popsicle from the freezer while I 

am in the bathtub. The injustice is almost overwhelming. 

 

The older we get the more cynical we become about the possibility of experiencing true justice.  

 Favoritism in school causes us to question the justice of those in authority. 

 Then we move on to the work place and our youthful concerns regarding injustice are 

confirmed once again. 

 

You get overlooked for a promotion at work because the owner’s nephew started working for the 

company. And even though he is a sluggard and you have given all of your strength for the past 

20 years, he is family and he is promoted before you. Now you report to him. 

 

Some injustices create a nationwide response.  (Trevon Martin) 

 

Some injustices become international tragedies. We call them “crimes against humanity.” We 

can hardly imagine what would possess the leader of a nation to commit such atrocities against 

his own people. When these tyrants are finally stopped they are given political asylum in a 

different country.  (Where is the justice in that?) 

 

The harsh reality is this: among sinful fallen man, true justice is impossible. 

Boice: If we were capable of rendering or receiving justice we should need no laws to codify 

injustice; no parliamentarians to make laws, lawyers to argue them, police to enforce them, 

revolutionaries to reject them with a view to remaking them in due course, prisons and 

executioners to dispose of all who refuse to abide by them. 

 

Today in the Gospel of John we will witness the gross injustice that takes place at the trial of the 

one who is called, “Just and True.” 

 

John MacArthur – “The trials of the Lord Jesus Christ are history’s most egregious miscarriage 

of justice. In them the friend of sinners faced the hatred of sinners. The judge of the earth was 

arraigned before corrupt human judges. The exalter Lord of glory was humiliated by being 

mocked, spit upon and beaten. The Holy and righteous one was treated like a vile sinner and the 

one who is the truth was accused and convicted by evil liars.”    

 Dr MacArthur uses the plural “Trials” because Jesus endured both Jewish and Roman trials 

on his way to the cross. 

 In his Jewish trial: Jesus was interrogated in the middle of the night by Annas and then by 

Annas and Caiaphas and when daylight broke by the Sanhedrin,  



 In his Roman Trial He stood before Pilate and then Herod and then Pilate again….. 

 

My outline for the day comes in sentence format today: 

Lawless lawyers and a spineless unjust judge work together to accomplish the justice of God for 

repentant sinners. 

 Lawless Lawyers 

 Spineless Judge 

 The Justice of God for repentant sinners 

  

Lawless Lawyers: 

The Jewish Legal system relied upon a body of men known as the Sanhedrin. 

 (Made Up of) 23 priests, 23 scribes, 23 elders and 2 presiding officers. 71 men were 

assigned the task of upholding justice for God’s Chosen People, Israel. 

 

The Laws that these men were called to uphold were established in the Word of God  

Deuteronomy 16: 18  “You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns that the LORD 

your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous 

judgment. 19  You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality, and you shall not 

accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous. 

20  Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the 

LORD your God is giving you. 

 These laws of God were interpreted for the People of God in the Hebrew Talmud (writings 

of the Fathers) If it were published in modern English format the Babylonian Talmud would 

encompass more than 400 volumes. 

 

The Jewish Judicial system by design was very friendly to the defendant. 

According to Jewish law all trials were to take place between the morning and evening sacrifice, 

never in the darkness of night.  

 That wasn’t the case for the Lord Jesus. Arrested between 11 – 12 at night and brought 

before Annas in the middle of the night. 

 

The members of the Sanhedrin were never to seek to condemn an individual; rather they were to 

pursue every means possible for his acquittal and restoration.   

 

For this reason the deliberations and verdict of these judges was not permitted to take place on 

the same day as the sentencing.  

 Members of the Sanhedrin after hearing the witnesses would arrive at a preliminary decision 

THEN they were required to go home and contemplate their decision.  

 The next day another vote was taken and only after the second vote could a final sentence 

be rendered and carried out. (This was Jewish law) 

 This was not Jesus’ experience. 

 

All convictions were determined by a majority plus 2 vote (37) Unanimous decisions were 

immediately declared invalid because they were viewed as emotional decisions and they would 

not allow a decision based upon a mob mentality. 

 Luke 22 seems to show a unanimous decision was reached against Jesus.  (should be tossed) 



Witnesses were important to the Jewish legal system.  

UNLIKE our system where the lawyers build a case from a patchwork of many witnesses all 

having different views of the case. 

In Jewish law a witness must have first-hand knowledge of the entire crime and must be able to 

corroborate every detail of the accusation. (day, time, circumstances people involved) 

 AND one witness is not enough, two or more witnesses were required by law to bring about 

a conviction. If the testimony of the witnesses varied in any detail the case was thrown out. 

 In addition, the witnesses had to prove that the defendant was warned before the criminal 

act took place.  

 On Paper the Jewish system was very efficient and compassionate. If the system was 

followed, the Lord Jesus would have been acquitted.  

 BUT sinful men with murderous intents assured the sacrifice of the Lamb of 

God. 
 

Annas, wanting to speed things up, tried to bully Jesus into a confession in what we might call a 

preliminary trial, illegally held in the middle of the night. 

John 18: 19  The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 

20  Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues 

and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you 

ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 

 Jesus knew that Jewish Law required 2 or more witnesses so he rightly asked Annas to 

provide those witnesses from among the multitudes who heard his words. 

22  When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, 

saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23  Jesus answered him, “If what I said is 

wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 

 Jesus questioned the legality of his interrogation and was beaten for it. 

 Defendants were not to be coerced or bullied. Physical threats were not permitted, the case 

had to be built on the testimony of 2 -3 witnesses. 

John 18:24  Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  

 It is apparent that Jesus went from Annas to Caiaphas and then at dawn to the full 

Sanhedrin. Matthew picks this up and shows the scramble to find a witness. 

 

Matthew 26: 59  Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony 

against Jesus that they might put him to death, 60  but they found none, though many false 

witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 

 In Jewish law, If a witness was shown to be false, HE received the punishment that was due 

the defendant. (in this case death) 

61 (The false witnesses) said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to 

rebuild it in three days.’” 62  And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to 

make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 63  But Jesus remained silent. 

 Stating that he could rebuild the temple in 3 days may have been absurd but it was not 

criminal. 

 In anger Caiaphas called Jesus on an oath before the Living God to declare whether or not 

he was the Messiah.  



Matthew 26:63b And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you 

are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64  Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from 

now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds 

of heaven.” 65  Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What 

further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 

 That was all they needed to hear the whole of the Sanhedrin was in agreement they would 

seek the death penalty for the sin of Blasphemy. 

 Here we move on to the Spineless, Unjust Judge…. 

 

John 18: 28  Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It 

was early morning. (3:00 – 6:00 AM) They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, 

so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 

 A Jew who entered the house of a Gentile was considered “Unclean” for the remainder of 

the day. 

 Like all hypocrites they pick and choose the laws they would keep (Mt 23:24  You blind 

guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!)  Entering the home of a Gentile is the 

gnat, murdering an innocent man is the camel 

 

29  So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 

30  They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over 

to you.” 31  Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The 

Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 

 The Jews came to Pilate hoping to get his “rubber stamp” on their verdict. 

 BUT the ongoing tension between sinful men with inflated egos brought about some 

resistance from Pontius Pilate.   Pilate would interrogate this Jesus for himself.  

33  So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King 

of the Jews?”  34  Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to 

you about me?” 

 What’s Jesus asking?  He is trying to clarify Pilate’s question; IN HE ASKING: if Jesus has 

political ambitions or messianic ambitions. Are you asking if I am a Politian or a Savior?  

Jesus wants to know if this question coming from a Roman or Hebrew perspective? 

35  Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over 

to me. What have you done?” 

 AM I A JEW:  Basically I have no interest in your religion, I just want to know if you are 

planning to overthrow the government? 

36  Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 

servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my 

kingdom is not from the world.” 

 Jesus was not interested in establishing a political government. His rule is not exterior; it is 

the rule of the heart.   

(God’s plan to transform a nation begins with the heart not the ballot box) 

 Luke 17:22, the Kingdom of God is within (in the midst) of you. The rule of God in the 

hearts of those who listens to the truth is not bound by human governments. 

37  Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 

this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the 



truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38  Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 

 Pilate sarcastically poses the question, “What is truth?”  

 BUT He doesn’t wait for an answer.    

 The literal embodiment of the truth is standing right in front of Pilate BUT he is so 

overwhelmed with the pressures and drama of the moment that he doesn’t listen to the truth. 

 

THREE TIMES this Spineless Judge clearly declares Jesus’ innocence and yet in the end he 

caves under pressure and agrees to the crucifixion of Christ. 

 

If you are not a history buff and you tuned me out long ago it’s time to tune back in, because all 

of this history makes an important theological point.  Here it is: 

 

The gross injustice that Jesus suffered, He suffered on OUR behalf SO that God’s perfect justice 

would be fully satisfied and guilty yet repentant sinners could be forgiven. 

   

LAWLESS LAWYERS and A SPINELESS UNJUST JUDGE work together to accomplish the 

justice of God for repentant sinners. 

 

God is Just. 

Psalm 89: 14  Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and 

faithfulness go before you. 

 God clearly revealed to man the standards of his righteousness through the 10 

commandments AND through the person and teachings of the Lord Jesus. 

 

Exodus 20; 3  “You shall have no other gods before me.”  (The First Commandment) 

 The natural man, apart from Christ, worships at the altar of pleasure, the altar of success, he 

practices idolatry in a variety of lusts that are no different than the ancient pagan religions. 

 God who is just and true cannot simply turn a blind eye to man’s sinful behavior. 

 If God were to wink at sin he would no longer be holy. Sin rightly deserves God’s wrath. 

At the cross God exhibited his holiness and satisfied his perfect justice by pouring out his wrath 

for sin on the one who was made sin for us. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 

 

A.W. Pink:  

“Because he (Jesus) was enduring sin’s terrific judgment he was forsaken of God. He who was 

the Holy One, whose own abhorrence of sin was infinite, who was purity incarnate (1 John 3:3) 

was “made sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:2 1); therefore did he bow before the storm of wrath, in which 

was displayed the divine displeasure against the countless sins of a great multitude whom no 

man can number. This, then, is the true explanation of Calvary. God’s holy character could do no 

less than judge sin even though it be found on Christ himself. At the cross then God’s justice was 

satisfied and his holiness vindicated.” 

 



Jesus who was perfectly righteous, unjustly endured the judgment of our sins so that we who are 

sinful could justly receive the reward of His righteousness.  

 

Romans 3: 23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24  and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25  whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 

show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 

26  It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier 

of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 

 


