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GOD’S FAITHFUL STEADFAST LOVE 

Psalm 89: 1-52 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

Most of us are very familiar with Psalm 89:1. We often have sung, “I will sing of 

the mercies of the Lord forever, I will sing; I will sing. I will sing of the mercies of 

the Lord forever; I will sing of the mercies of the Lord. With my mouth will I 

make known Thy faithfulness, Thy faithfulness; with my mouth will I make known 

Thy faithfulness to all generations.” It might seem that Psalm 89: 1 is all about the 

wonderful life we have with Jesus. Serving the Lord is the greatest life on this side 

of eternity. Nevertheless, part of this psalm is extremely painful and so is part of 

our life. Part of life is messy and we don’t understand. This same writer of Psalm 

89: 1 also wrote Psalm 89: 49 crying out, “Lord, where is Your steadfast love of 

old, which by Your faithfulness You swore to David?”  

Now for a moment, who is this writer, Ethan, this son of Korah and brother, 

perhaps of Heman, the Ezrahite?  No one knows precisely the time when Ezra the 

Ezrahite wrote this psalm. The best answer I believe is just before the Babylonian 

Exile in 586 BC or shortly after it. It appeared to Ethan that the lineage of David 

was being snuffed out by the exile. When Jerusalem fell, the Babylonians killed the 

sons of the last king right in front of him and then gouged out their father's eyes. 

Ordinarily killing the king's sons would end the dynasty of any kingdom. But 

though the enemy had that in mind, this last king of Judah, Zedekiah, was just an 

uncle of Jehoiachin the descendent of David. Jehoiachin (Jeconiah) was carried off 

into Babylonian captivity in 597 BC, and he was alive back in Babylon. He later 

had a son named Shealtiel, who had a son, his grandson whom we know as 

Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel was the governor of the Persian Province of Judah, as we 

read about him in Haggai 1:1. This grandson of Jehoiachin, of Jeconiah, this next 

to last king of Judah led the first group of Jews, numbering 42,360 Hebrews to 

returned to Jerusalem from the Babylonian Captivity in the first year of Cyrus, 

King of Persia. The date of that return is somewhere between 539-520 BC. 

Zerubbabel, the grandson of King Jehoichin, also laid the foundation of the Second 

Temple in Jerusalem soon they returned. He continued David’s line--Matt. 1: 12.  

At the time Psalm 89 was written, the exile was just occurring and the return to 

Jerusalem was 70 years away. The nation of Judah that appeared in 586 BC to be 

destroyed was not destroyed. God promised to bring Judah back from captivity and 

He promised that Jerusalem would be rebuilt. A new temple was rebuilt. Many 

years later it was enlarged by Herod and our Savior, the Lord Jesus taught in that 

very Temple. Judah survived. The super powers of the Old Testament were all 

brought down: Egypt, Assyria and Babylon. When they were great, everyone 

would have said that they would last forever. When Israel was taken away by 

Assyria in 721 BC, and Judah was taken into captivity by Babylon in 586 BC, 
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every newspaper in the world, if they would have had newspapers then, would 

have said that that the Jews, first Israel, the 10 northern tribes, and Judah, the 2 

southern tribes were done and done for good, extinguished, obliterated, and never 

to rise as a people or a nation again. Ask Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu! Netanyahu 

is the current Prime Minister of the State of Israel. He also currently serves as a 

member of the Knesset, the Chairman of the Likud party and Minister of Public 

Diplomacy and Diaspora Affairs. The deep concern Ethan the Ezrhite had was that 

Israel and Judah were done for. Israel was not done for. Instead it was Babylon, 

Persia, Greece and Rome that rose and fell. There was still a Jewish people in the 

land of Israel when our virgin born Lord Jesus came incarnate.   

Eventually, though Ethan the Ezrahite did not live to see God fulfill His promise to 

Davied, it happened. In the same little village where King David was from, in 

Bethlehem Ephratah, a man in the line of David, named Joseph, had a virgin wife, 

Mary, who bore him a son. This son was not Joseph’s son, but God’s beloved Son. 

Matthew traces the lineage of Jesus from David to Joseph to Jesus. God preserved 

the kingdom of David. Ethan's desperate and weeping prayer was answered in a 

marvelous way. Here came the greater Son of David, the King of all kings and the 

Lord of all lords, to rule over us and to defeat our enemies and to set us free from 

the bondage and curse of sin. On Calvary’s cross, Jesus defeated Satan, atoned for 

our sin, satisfied God in His holiness, justice and righteousness, concerning our sin 

and He rose the third day from the grave. He ascended into heaven and sat down 

on His throne. From there, today, the Son of David is ruling over His people.  

Our King Jesus has sent us His glorious Gospel by His messengers. He has given 

us ears to hear and a new heart as we believe in Him and have been saved. Jesus 

has proven He is a mighty conqueror. He has rescued us from sin and Satan and 

made us His born again sons and daughters, on our way Home to Him where we 

will live forever safe in His home in heaven. No king or dictator or league of 

nations will ever be able to remove our Savior, the Son of David from His exalted 

and safe position at our Father’s right hand. Today, Ethan the Ezrahite, who knew 

the Lord, now knows how wonderfully and how marvelously God answered his 

prayer in Psalm 89. Ethan the Ezrahite is now singing of the mercies of the Lord 

and praising God for His faithfulness and before long we will join him in praising 

Christ in glory. Jesus is the great answer to Ethan's prayer. No longer does Ethan 

wonder about the splendor of David's seemingly destroyed kingdom. He has been 

living in it that kingdom in glory for 25+ centuries. And beloved, as we look at this 

psalm, I prophesy to you the testimony that Jesus is the greatest answer to all our 

prayers. Let’s learn today 4 glorious pictures, aspects of His faithful steadfast love: 

GOD’S FAITHFUL STEADFAST LOVE (HIS F.S. L.) IS ROOTED IN HIS 

CHARACTER. (I). Notice verses 1, 2, 5-18. ““I will sing of the steadfast love of 
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the LORD, forever; with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all 

generations. For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in the heavens You 

will establish Your faithfulness…Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD, 

Your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! For who in the skies can be 

compared to the LORD? Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD, a God 

greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all who are 

around him? O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty as You are, O LORD, 

with Your faithfulness all around You? You rule the raging of the sea; when its 

waves rise, You still them. You crushed Rahab(meaning Egypt) like a carcass; You 

scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm. The heavens are Yours; the earth 

also is Yours; the world and all that is in it, You have founded them. The north and 

the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon joyously praise Your name. 

You have a mighty arm; strong is Your hand, high Your right hand. Righteousness 

and justice are the foundation of Your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go 

before You. Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, 

in the light of Your face, who exult in Your name all the day and in Your righteous 

-ness are exalted. For You are the glory of their strength; by Your favor our horn is 

exalted. For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel.” 

Ethan the Ezrahite opens this psalm singing of the faithful steadfast love of the 

Lord v. 1,2.  In v. 5, the heavens and its angels join Ethan on earth in praising the 

Lord. Even the mountains, v. 12, Ethan points to, first, Tabor, to become the Mt. of 

Transfiguration for Jesus, and Herman where God pictures His anointing unity 

among brothers as the dew falling on every square inch of this mighty mountain. 

The faithful steadfast love of the Lord calms the raging seas in our life, v. 9, 

crushes the Rahabs (the Egyptian Pharoah’s in our lives that seek to keep us 

trapped in bondage, v. 10. God’s faithful steadfast love is higher than all the angels 

in heaven—who in the skies can be compared to the Lord? -vs. 5, 6. His faithful 

steadfast love scatters our enemies with one sweep of His mighty arm, v. 10. His 

faithful steadfast love is the foundation of the compass that defines the North from 

the south and the east from the west, v. 12 as He is the Creator of the heavens and 

the earth, the world and everything in it—v. 11. God’s faithful steadfast love is 

mighty to save, strong is His hand, and high is His right hand. He knows what 

deliverance you and I need. He is on the way. His righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of His heavenly throne, vs. 13, 14 God’s faithful steadfast love blesses 

His people with the festal shouts of Hallelujah, Praise the Lord! – v. 15. God’s 

faithful steadfast love is what He uses to enable us to walk joyfully in the light of 

His holy face, v. 15, and to exult in His name all day long and as humble servants, 

to be exalted in His righteousness. v. 16. God’s faithful steadfast love enables our 

Lord, Himself in His character to be the glory of our strength as believers and by 

His favor, our horn, our strength thus being exalted, as His strength is made perfect 

in our weakness, v. 17. God’s faithful steadfast love provides us with Himself as 



4 

 

our shield, for He belongs to us and we belong to Him, our King, the Holy One of 

Israel, v. 18. Ethan the Ezrahite in a word is saying, “Nothing is more secure than 

the foundation of our salvation in the faithful steadfast love of the Lord. As the 

hymn writer, Carolina, Lina Sandell-Berg wrote in the mid 1800nds in Sweden, 

“More Secure Is No One Ever.” TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA. The words 

translated into English say it best: More secure is no one ever than the loved ones 

of the Savior, Not yon star on high abiding, not the bird in home nest hiding. God 

His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish. From all evil 

things He spares them, In His loving arms He bears them. Neither life nor death 

shall ever from the Lord His children sever, Unto them His grace He showeth and 

their sorrows all He knoweth. Little flock, to joy then yield thee! Jacob’s God will 

ever shield thee; Rest secure with this Defender. At His will all foes surrender. 

Tho’ He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; His the loving 

purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.” In Jewish synagogues yet today, 

on New Year’s Day, after the blowing of the shofar, they recite verses 15-18 of this 

maskil, Psalm 89. The second picture: 

GOD’S FAITHFUL STEADFAST LOVE IS SECURED BY HIS DAVIDIC 

COVENANT. (II.) Notice verses 3, 4, 19-29. “You have said, “I have made a 

covenant with My chosen one; I have sworn to David My servant: ‘I will establish 

your offspring forever, and build Your throne for all generations.’” Selah. Of old 

You spoke in a vision to Your godly one, and said: “I have granted help to one who 

is mighty; I have exalted one chosen from the people. I have found David, My 

servant; with My holy oil I have anointed him, so that My hand shall be established 

with him; My arm also shall strengthen him.The enemy shall not outwit him; the 

wicked shall not humble him. I will crush his foes before him and strike down 

those who hate him. My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him, and 

in My name shall his horn be exalted. I will set his hand on the sea and his right 

hand on the rivers. He shall cry to me, ‘You are My Father, My God, and the Rock 

of My salvation.’ And I will make Him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the 

earth. My steadfast love I will keep for Him forever, and My covenant will stand 

firm for him. I will establish his offspring forever and his throne as the days of the 

heavens.” In this covenant promise to David, and His greater Son, Messiah, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, we see the picture of how true believers hang on in desperate 

times. We are grafted into the vine—grafted into the promises made to David and 

in Jesus, David’s greater Son, to us. Like Ethan, we must hold on tenaciously to the 

promises of God to David and to us. God will not forget His promises to David or 

to us. He is faithful. It is impossible for God to lie. It is impossible to have faith 

apart from God's promise. Faith must be in something God has stated. Even in our 

doubts and our not yet answered prayers, we must testify to God's Word and to His 

faithful steadfast love. We confess and declare our conviction that God is faithful. 

God the Holy Spirit obviously led Ethan to rehearse Samuel’s promises and 
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Nathan’s promises to David that although he would not build the temple, God 

would give him a kingdom that would last forever, a promise fulfilled in Jesus. 

This covenant was first made in a vision to Nathan to give to David in II Samuel 7: 

1-29. God told Nathan the prophet that He, the Lord, chose, He selected, and He 

elected David, to be His servant. He had Him anointed with oil by the prophet 

Samuel. God promised His covenant power to be found in His holy name—v. 24, 

and no enemy could outwit him, and the wicked couldn’t humble him because he 

humbled himself before the Lord as His servant, v. 20. God said he would set 

David’s hand on the sea, the Mediterranean and expand his borders on the west to 

the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers—v. 25. David was the eighth born son of Jesse, 

but God made him his firstborn—the honored son even as Messiah, Jesus is the 

first born. Remember Romans 8:29—and its promise to us. “For those whom He 

foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, in order 

that He might be the firstborn among many brothers.” God will not lie to Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, David, or to you or to me. By faith in Christ, in the new birth, we are 

regenerated by the Holy Spirit, washed clean in Jesus’ blood, and made heirs to the 

promises of God, by being grafted in—by faith in Christ Jesus. We too are children 

of God, children of the Davidic covenant, the eternal covenant in Jesus’ blood, 

Hebrews 13: 20—and He says to us, Acts 13: 34—“I will give you the sure 

mercies of David, the faithful steadfast love He gave to David.” Take it to the 

bank. We are equally promised God’s faithful steadfast love. There’s a 3rd picture!  

GOD’S FAITHFUL STEADFAST LOVE IS ALWAYS DEMONSTRATED 

IN HIS APPOINTED METHODS OF CHASTENING HIS OWN. (III.) Listen 

to Psalm 89: 30-45. “If his children forsake My law, and do not walk according to 

My rules, if they violate My statutes, and do not keep my commandments, then I 

will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes, but I will 

not remove from him My steadfast love or be false to My faithfulness. I will not 

violate My covenant or alter the word that went forth from My lips. Once for all I 

have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David. His offspring shall endure 

forever, his throne as long as the sun before me. Like the moon it shall be 

established forever, a faithful witness in the skies.” Selah. But now You, (speaking 

of God,) have cast off and rejected; You are full of wrath against Your anointed. 

You have renounced the covenant with Your servant; You have defiled his crown 

in the dust. You have breached all his walls; You have laid his strongholds in ruins. 

All who pass by plunder him; he has become the scorn of his neighbors. You have 

exalted the right hand of his foes; You have made all his enemies rejoice. You 

have also turned back the edge of his sword, and You have not made him stand in 

battle. You have made his splendor to cease and cast his throne to the ground. You 

have cut short the days of his youth; You have covered him with shame. Selah.” 

Ethan remembered the Davidic covenant. Although he accurately summarized it, 

he never quoted all of it. II Samuel 7: 14, 15 states, “I will be to him a Father, and 
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he shall be to Me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the 

rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but My steadfast love will not 

depart from him, as I took it from Saul.” This protest of Ethan about God casting 

His people off, and renouncing His covenant. That was the way Ethan saw the 

discipline of Israel by the hand of men, by Assyria, and the discipline of Judah, by 

the hand of Babylon, just as God told Habakkuk that Babylon was His rod of 

discipline. Is it easy to understand when God decrees any form of discipline in our 

lives? No! We seek to reject it. We want to accuse God of turning away from His 

promises to us. Yet, God’s discipline most often is that He uses people to 

discipline us. It is not a forever rejection, but it is a temporary method God has in 

using others in our lives to deal with our iniquity, rather than give up His covenant 

to us. The “rod of men” can be parental discipline, the discipline of the law, or a 

thousand other ways God tailor makes the discipline He decides we need for areas 

in our lives when we come short of His glory. God help us all not to refuse or to 

reject God’s discipline plans for us. Many times God uses people, not always 

Godly people, but Assyrians, Babylonians, Egyptians, and He knows best what He 

desires. He will not be unfaithful to His faithful steadfast love, for it includes the 

“rod of men,” discipline which becomes the discipline of the Lord. Fourthly, lastly,  

GOD’S FAITHFUL STEADFAST LOVE NEVER CEASES, BUT WE MUST 

LEARN TO WAIT FOR HIM. (IV.) Notice lastly, verses 46-52, “How long, O 

LORD? Will You hide Yourself forever? How long will Your wrath burn like fire? 

Remember how short my time is! For what vanity You have created all the 

children of man! What man can live and never see death? Who can deliver his soul 

from the power of Sheol? Selah  Lord, where is Your steadfast love of old, which 

by Your faithfulness You swore to David? Remember, O Lord, how Your servants 

are mocked, and how I bear in my heart the insults of all the many nations, with 

which Your enemies mock, O LORD, with which they mock the footsteps of Your 

anointed. Blessed be the LORD forever! Amen and Amen.” Ethan asked “How long 

will this discipline go on?” We do too. God fulfilled the Jew’s neglected Sabbaths 

by His people. The fullness of His discipline lasted 70 years. God revealed this 

time to  Jeremiah in 25: 11. To Ethan, it seemed futile for the people of Judah, all 

that generation would die in their short lives of 70-80 years. Ethan asked God what 

happened to His faithful, steadfast love. It wasn’t gone. The extended discipline 

was because Judah worshipped idols. God blesses obedience and He disciplines 

disobedience. Both manifest His love. The king of Judah, Jehoichin, (Jeconiah) 

now a prisoner in Babylon, was paraded shamefully as living proof the gods of 

Babylon were greater than Judah’s god. Ethan couldn’t stand the taunting of the 

enemy. Yet Book three of the Psalms ends in “Blessed be the Lord forever! Amen 

and Amen.” No matter how long any of us are disciplined, and no matter how 

perplexing God’s chosen method, we must  accept and wait on His time for His 

training to be over. (Weak, sickly, an early Homegoing) But his F.S.L is forever.   


