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As we focus on the Lord Jesus Christ in our music and in the preaching of His word, it 
impresses upon us the greatness of salvation. You know, when you're in a true Christian 
church, a church that is committed to the preaching of the Word of God, a church that is 
committed to the true Gospel of Jesus Christ, you realize that you are in a place that is 
discussing more than general morality, more than a simple how to improve your life, 
more than a simple try harder to be a good person. That is not the Christian Gospel. That 
is not the message of the cross. That is not the message that we preach here at Truth 
Community.

One of the hardest things for people to understand, that perhaps have grown up in a 
religious environment, that have grown up in a church that preached moral duty as the 
centrality of what they emphasized, is to understand that the Christian Gospel, the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, is a call to make a profound break from the world in which you live. 
We're studying in the book of Titus, and I invite you to turn to the book of Titus. We're 
going to kind of introduce things here in chapter 2 and 3 before we get to our main text 
for today. And, as we were praying before the start of the service today, I was just 
mindful of the fact that a human voice cannot truly instruct on these great matters and 
bring it to home in your heart with power. We are utterly dependent upon the power of 
the Holy Spirit as we teach and preach these things, because our minds, as we prayed 
earlier, our minds are dull. Our minds think we understand when we really don't. Our 
minds think that we're truly committed to a profound life in Christ when we're really not. 
And so, we have to depend upon the Word of God. We have to depend upon the Holy 
Spirit of God to open our eyes and to give us understanding and to show us where our 
souls truly are at, because without that help from an omnipotent God we are bound to 
continue walking along in our own blindness, in our self-congratulation that somehow 
we're a little bit better than our neighbor across the street. Beloved, that is not the Gospel. 
That is not why Christ came, was for us to proudly look at our neighbor and say, "I'm a 
little bit better than him, and, therefore, I am probably okay." We need to come back to 
the freshness of the Gospel message here this morning. To be a Christian is to make a 
radical break from the world. And when we say a radical profound break from the world, 
we are talking about something that utterly changes the way that we live, the way that we 
think, and the desires that animate our heart. It is a radical revolution. The Bible says, "So 
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much so that we are a new creation in Christ." And if you are a new creation in Christ, 
then you should have new desires that are in comportment with the truth of God's Word.

Look at Titus chapter 2 verse 11. As we look at the theology that undergirds the passage 
that we are going to look at in just a moment. Titus chapter 2 verse 11. "For the grace of 
God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously, and godly in the present age." You see it 
there? You see that there is a twin aspect to the heart of a true Christian? There is this 
conscious denial of worldly desires. There is this conscious rejection of the world 
environment, and the world culture, and the society in which we live, and the philosophy, 
and the desires that animate the man of the world. We are conscious of that, and we reject 
it. We say, "No, that is not me. That is not what I want in this world. I do not want this 
world. I want the Lord Jesus Christ." And you can't have them both simultaneously. You 
either reject the world and receive Christ, or you reject Christ and receive the world and 
continue walking in the path into which you were born. Paul says that the Gospel 
instructs us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously, and 
godly in the present age. Jesus said to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. And 
I ask you this morning when the last time you thought about the pursuit of righteousness 
in your life? When did you last think about that? That's a measure, that's a barometer, of 
the way that the Gospel has impacted your life. If you're not thinking, seeking, pursuing 
righteousness in your life, you really need to step back and ask whether you're even a 
Christian at all, because the mark of a regenerate, converted heart is somebody who 
desires the righteousness that Christ calls him to.

Look at verse 13 chapter 2 of Titus. "Looking for, we deny ungodliness. We pursue 
godliness as," verse 13, "we're looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who," verse 14, "gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from every lawless deed and to purify for Himself a people for his own 
possession, zealous for good works." A true Christian is someone who is conscious of the 
fact that 2,000 years ago the Lord Jesus Christ did a spiritual work on the cross of 
Calvary to forgive him of sin, to pay the debt of sin, that he owed to God, and to redeem 
him, to buy him, to bring him into the kingdom of God, where he would belong to Christ 
and live for him. A Christian understands that he's not living for himself. A Christian 
understands that he's not living to pursue self-fulfillment, to pursue his worldly desires, 
and to achieve an earthly result in his life. A true Christian understands that he has been 
purchased at the cost of the precious blood of Christ, that Christ on the cross stood as a 
substitute on his behalf to bear the wrath of God that otherwise would've come down on 
your head and upon mine, and that Christ, having done that, bought us, so that, in the 
brief window of time that we have, we would live differently and separate apart from this 
world, that we would pursue Him and pursue His righteousness. This kind of theology is 
at the heart of the book of Titus. It's what undergirds all of the ethical exhortations of it. 

And look at Chapter 3 verse 3. Allen kind of alluded to this as he was leading us in our 
final song there. Ask yourself this as I read you Titus chapter 3 verse 3. Ask yourself 
whether you see yourself in this verse, because every true Christian does. Paul says, "God 
says that this is the mark of a true Christian. A true Christian will confess, state, agree, 
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affirm wholeheartedly and without reservation, verse 3, "that we were once foolish 
ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our 
life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another." Beloved, let me ask you: is that the 
self-testimony that you make about yourself? Do you speak of yourself in those negative, 
condemnatory terms that says, "I used to be a hateful rebel against Christ. I used to be 
enslaved to lust. I used to be enslaved to my hatred. I used to be a jealous, envious, 
malice filled man that was hateful, and I hated those around me, especially when they 
contradicted what I wanted." Here's a question, beloved, in the most simple sense: do you 
look at yourself as someone who once was lost? Because if you've never seen yourself as 
lost, the Scriptures would tell you, "you cannot say that you've been found. You can't be 
found by Christ until you know that you're lost in sin." And so, we plead with you. We 
ask you to consider these things and to examine yourselves. 

Being a Christian is not about some moral self-improvement that makes you better than 
your neighbor, and God will receive you on the basis of the fact that you're a little bit 
better than the guy next to you in line. That is not Christianity at all. You understand that, 
right? You see, Christ said, that "I came to seek and to save that which has been lost. I've 
come to call sinners to repentance." Well, the only way that you're under, listen, the only 
way that you're under the umbrella of the work of Christ, the only way that you can have 
any confidence at all that you belong to Him, that His saving work has been applied to 
your heart, is if you make that testimony about yourself, "I was lost, and I needed a 
Savior," without qualification. Look, I don't mind telling you I was lost in sin. I was a 
proud, boastful, hateful man, angry, until the Lord Jesus Christ intervened in my life and 
saved me. Somewhere in your heart, if you're a true Christian, there is a similar 
confession that says, "Ah, I detest, I reject what I used to be." You leave behind the old 
man. You leave him behind and you say, "That is what I deny. I deny the legitimacy of 
what I used to be, and, now, I embrace Christ, and I trust Him, and I thank Him for His 
saving work on the cross, so much so that I can't help but sing about it!" That's the mark 
of a redeemed heart, beloved. Is that you? Is that you? 

Look at Titus chapter 3 verse 4. If that's you, then there is an echo, there is a praise, there 
is an affirmation of what Paul says in verse 4 and following. He says, "When the 
kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared." You say, "Oh, the 
kindness of Christ, the love of God upon my soul, the love of God upon my sinful 
rebellious soul that He reached into my life. Christ came, and He saved me by name! Oh, 
the love of that, the kindness of that. When I deserved judgment, God showed me mercy. 
That is a God of love. That's the God of my salvation. Oh, how I love Jesus." Verse 5. He 
saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to 
His mercy. You understand, right? You understand that when you are before the 
judgment seat of God, and all of us are going to be there sooner than we think, this is so 
urgent, that God is going to accept you, not on the basis of anything that you've ever 
done. There is never going to be a moment in all of eternity where God says, "You 
deserve to be here, because you were such a good man. You were such a good woman." 
That's never going to happen, because there has never been anyone like that. The only 
person who lived the life that merits heaven, that merits the affirmation of God, is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you must be found in Him, or you will be lost forever, because, it 
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says right there, look at verse 5 again, I just feel a particular urgency to emphasize this to 
you this morning, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which you have done in 
righteousness. 

There is no room for spiritual pride in your heart. None. There's nothing that we can look 
at and say, "This is why Christ saved me." He saved us, because God is a saving God. 
Christ is a merciful Savior, and He showed mercy to us when we did not deserve it, 
because it wasn't anything that we did. There was no righteousness in our hands that we 
brought and God says, "I'll accept you on that basis." What this means is we're all under 
the authority of God's Word here this morning. We're all humbled by it. We have no basis 
for pride in the presence of God or before each other. And as we look at our own lives, 
beloved, we look at our own lives, not with a sense of entitlement, not with a sense that I 
get to do what I want to do, in a self assertive sense, rather, the spirit of a true Christian, 
the spirit of one who has been saved by grace, looks at the Word of God and says, "God, 
what would you have me to do? What do you want me to be, because you saved me from 
such a miserable condition, and now I belong to you. You've bought me to purify me and 
to separate me apart for your usage. What do you want me to do? What do you want me 
to be?" That's the heart of a true Christian. To be a true Christian is to make a radical 
break from the world. To be a true Christian is to make a radical break from your very 
self and to say, "I was like that one in Titus 3 verse 3. I was foolish and disobedient, and I 
don't want to be that way anymore. I've repented. I've turned away from that." 

You see, Christ came to save us, beloved, as we transition here. Christ came to save us, 
not merely to deliver us from eternal damnation. He did that, and praise God that He did, 
but He came also to deliver us from sin as a dominating principle in our lives, sin 
expressed in our foolishness and hatred toward others, sin in our anger and our stubborn 
rebellion, sin in our self-will. He came to deliver us from that, so that we would freely 
and gladly follow Him and glorify Him in the brief parenthesis of life that He's given us 
between the walls of eternity. 

So, the question becomes, what does He want us to be? What does he want us to do? 
And, beloved, that realization, and only the Spirit of God can sink that deep into your 
heart and have it take root. I understand that, so I am preaching this morning in utter 
dependence on the Holy Spirit to do what I can't do on my own. Even as you listen to me 
here this morning your prayer should be, "Oh, Spirit of God sink this into my heart, 
because I'm too indifferent unless You help me to respond." This is just so urgent. What I 
want you to see is that the realization of what true salvation is profoundly affects the way 
you live. It profoundly affects the way that you think and profoundly affects the way that 
you live. There should be a sense, somewhere in your life if you claim to be a Christian, 
you should look back on your life, you should look back on the way that you think, you 
should look back on the way that you are now, and say, "This has made a difference. This 
has leveraged me into a different way of thinking, a different way of living, than what I 
knew before." If you can't recognize that in yourself, beloved, you truly need to examine 
yourself to see whether you're in the faith or not, because Christ did not come to make a 
superficial dent in the way that we live. He came to redeem us, to change us, and to own 
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us as His own. And that's different from a world that cares nothing about Him, that 
mocks His name, and rejects His Word. 

So, what's that to look like? Turn with me to Titus Chapter 2 as we kind of zero in on the 
passage that's ahead of us here. Just by way of reminder, we've been studying chapter 2 
for a couple of weeks now. And the Bible said, in chapter 2 verse 1, speaking, as Paul 
was speaking to Titus, he said, "As for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound 
doctrine." These doctrines of salvation that we've just been discussing here this morning. 
"Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in 
perseverance." We covered that a couple of weeks ago. Last week, we looked at what the 
Bible says to older women. "Older women, likewise, are to be reverent in their behavior, 
not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good," verse 4, "so 
that they," the older women, "may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to 
love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own 
husbands, so that the Word of God will not be dishonored. Likewise, urge the young men 
to be sensible. In all things, show yourself to be an example of good deeds with purity in 
doctrine, dignified, sound in speech, which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will 
be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us." 

There in those eight verses, you see a comprehensive view of what life is supposed to be 
like in the church of Christ. He addresses older men and younger men, older women and 
younger women. That pretty much covers the bases. And we've come this morning to 
consider what the Word of God has to say to young women in light of the great doctrines 
of salvation. Now, I want to say this up front. And this flavors everything that I'm going 
to say for the next, however long it is. Our church is blessed beyond measure with godly 
young women who want to pursue Christ and live for Him. We are blessed with women 
who are seeking to exemplify what is expressed in this passage, and I'm grateful to the 
Lord for that. I realize that for some of you young ladies when you're wiping the nose 
again and picking up the Cheerios again that it seems like mundane details. What I want 
you to see from the Word of God is that this is exactly the life that God has called you to. 
That this pursuit of godliness is lived out in a daily life that is different from the world 
around you. 

The work of Christ should produce a woman of Christ. Here in Titus chapter 2, God has 
shown us what He wants the life of a godly young woman to look like. The fact that we 
have women seeking to be like this, living this way, is a mark of the favor of God on 
Truth Community, and I'm grateful for it. But just as the men, the women, needed the 
instruction of the prior verses, God has brought us to this point, so that the Word of God 
could sift us and affirm exactly what it is that God wants in the life of young women in 
the church. As we look at this, as I see some light shining off the heads of some of the 
men, and see the, some of the other ladies that are in the church, this speaks to all of us. 
Paul addresses this to young woman, but we'll understand that this is an outworking of 
principles that are based in a common salvation. There's something for all of us to learn 
from this as we walk through this. For those of you that are married to such a godly 
young woman who's trying to live this way, God's given you a treasure. Proverbs says, 
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"He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord." If you have a 
wife that's like this, you need to treasure her, and encourage her, and affirm her.

The work of Christ should produce a woman of Christ. What does godliness look like in 
the life of a young woman? Well, here we go, ladies. It is a radical break from everything 
that you hear in the world, that you hear in the media, that you see at a supermarket 
counter. It's a radical break from all of that, and your only hope of living out the life that 
God has appointed to you as a young Christian woman comes from devoting yourself to 
understanding and embracing the principles that Paul has laid out for us here in these 
verses in Titus chapter 2. It's a radical break with what you're told and what you do with 
your time. It's a radical break from selfishness and self-centeredness. It's a radical break 
from seeking your own glory and seeking your own accomplishments. The call of God on 
a young woman is found in what we see in verses 4 and 5. Let's look at them here 
together. 

He says, 

"The older women should encourage the younger women in this way. That 
they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their 
own husbands, so that the Word of God will not be dishonored." 

I'm going to give you four priorities of a young Christian woman here. Paul speaks and 
addresses, as it would be in the culture that the young women are primarily married. I 
realize not all of the young women here are married, but the principles of character that 
are here are common, married versus unmarried, as we'll see. We're going to look at four 
priorities that should mark your life, and these are the deep-seated commitment to right 
priorities. This, ladies, is part of the radical break from your past that God has called you 
to embrace. This is not the word of a pastor preaching what he wants for you to do. We're 
only trying to honor what God has said in His Word, and these are the priorities that God 
has given to young women who belong to Christ. This is the life that you're to devote 
yourself. 

First of all, first priority that Paul mentions is: the priority of your relationships. The 
priority of your relationships. Look at verse 4 with me again. "So that they may 
encourage the young women to love their husbands and to love their children." The word 
for "encourage" here has the sense of "training them in self-control." That women would 
be trained and learn to live this way. That they would be encouraged along the path. We 
all understand in this room that, ladies, that your husband sometimes is not the best object 
of your affection by the way that he treats you and talks with you. We get that. What you 
have to understand is that the call on your life is not based on the merits of your husband, 
but on the call of a pristine, holy God who saved you from sin. And this is what God calls 
you to do. He calls you to love your husband and to love your children. What can we say 
about that? Godly women in contrast to the smart-mouthed, sassy image portrayed in the 
media that makes men look foolish and women look really dominant, and strong, and 
sarcastic, and critical of the men around them, ladies, reject all of that and understand that 
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what God calls upon your life is for a godly woman to bring love to her relationships. 
That you are going to be a fountain of sacrifice and service to the relationships around 
you. 

When the Scriptures talk about love, it's not talking primarily about the power of 
emotion, or the power of romance, or anything erotic. It's talking about the virtues of 
sacrifice and service. And, ladies, the call of God on your life is to live that out in the 
context of the most intimate relationships that he has given to you. Your husband and 
your children are to be the objects of your service and self-sacrifice. Now, I realize that if 
we approach this with a worldly mindset say, "Hey, whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa, wait a 
minute! That doesn't sound too good. What's in it for me?" Ladies, that's not the godly 
way to think. That's not the godly way to respond to this, and I want to help you with this, 
because the only way that you're going to have a proper perspective on what God is 
calling you to is to remember what Christ has already done on your behalf. 

Turn to Matthew chapter 20. Matthew chapter 20. And, remember, ladies, I'm preaching 
this from a spirit of love and encouragement to you. I am pointing you to Christ in 
everything that we say in this message. Matthew chapter 20 verse 26. You're here as a 
woman that says, "Christ has saved me. Christ has redeemed me. I love Christ." That has 
implications on your life that have nothing to do with the quality of the man that you're 
married or this level of obedience that your children bring to the household on a day-by-
day basis. What God is calling you to in Titus chapter 2 is simply a specific application of 
the greater principle that animated Christ when He saved you from your sin and from 
your rebellion against Him. Look at Matthew chapter 20 verse 26. Actually, let's go to 
verse 25. "Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, 'You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.'" Jesus is 
saying, "This is the mindset of the world. Authority, lording it over others, getting what 
you want out of life." Jesus says, verse 26, this is the radical break that we've been talking 
about here this morning, straight from the lips of Jesus, ladies, this is Jesus talking to you, 
in a sense, through His Word and by his Spirit, Jesus says, "It is not this way among you, 
but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever 
wishes to be first among you shall be your slave, just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many." Ladies, start your 
thinking there. Look at the Lord Jesus Christ. Look at the reality of the fact that He 
looked on you in your sin, in your undeserving condition and in anticipation of bearing 
the wrath of God against your sins on the cross. He stepped into this world to serve you. 
To serve you! He came to serve you by accomplishing salvation for you which you could 
never do on your own. If you are a Christian woman here this morning, you are the 
recipient of undeserved grace and undeserved service that Christ gave to you. That is the 
fountain, the ever bubbling fountain, of the health of your soul is a prior act of self-
sacrifice by the person of the second person of the Trinity, the eternal Son of God giving 
himself up for you, serving you with His very life blood. That is how you became a 
Christian. That now becomes the defining perspective of the way that you view what 
you're going to do with your life, as stated by the Lord Jesus himself. 
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If you want to grow in godliness, if you want to become a godly woman, understand that 
the principle starts right here: that greatness in the kingdom of God belongs to the One 
who will make Himself a servant, just as Christ was the greatest servant, the perfect 
servant on our behalf. And so, ladies, follow me here. This actually isn't very 
complicated. This isn't complicated at all. Ladies, do you see how Christ loved you in 
your sinfulness? Do you see it? Do you see how He laid Himself down when you had no 
claim on His affections? Do you see Him sacrificing the glories of heaven in order to 
walk on this earth for 33 years in order to fulfill the law of God on your behalf? Do you 
see Him carrying the cross, bearing the cross, to Calvary? Do you see Him being nailed 
to that cross and hoisted up between heaven and earth, spilling His blood for sinners like 
you? Do you see it? Do you love Him for that? Is your heart melted before such 
undeserved grace and mercy? The King of kings, serving you with His own life blood. 
Do you see it? You see it, right? Well, ladies, if you see that, then realize that the power 
of that Spirit of Christ, the Spirit, the self sacrificial, that animated Christ, now courses 
through your veins and is to become the defining mark of your life. 

And how do you apply that? It's obvious, isn't it? Don't think about the starving children 
in Africa. That's too remote. It's too distant. In one sense, it doesn't matter, because it 
doesn't affect your life. No, no, start, and say, "The spirit of service, this starts with the 
people who are closest to me. God wants me to start at the circle that's closest to me and 
then work out the circles in an ever broadening way." And so, you look at your family. 
You look at your husband. You look at your children, and you say, "Right there is the 
providential circle that God has given me to live out and to exemplify the Spirit of Christ, 
who saved me with His own active service on my behalf." Wow! And so, ladies, we can 
say it this way: your husband and your children should be the primary recipients of the 
best of your time and affections. If at times, their response does not seem to be worthy of 
the effort, we all, if we're thinking rightly about ourselves, we all realize that our own life 
is not always a worthy response to Christ, and, yet, He continues to cleanse us, and hold 
us, and keep us, preserving us for heaven. Ladies, your own life is not always worthy of 
Christ, is it? Well, and Christ does not change His disposition of grace toward you. Well, 
understand that the weakness of your husband, and the weakness of your children, and 
the headaches that they sometimes bring does not change the Spirit that animates your 
heart. Your goal is to honor Christ by somehow reflecting to the circle of people God has 
given you the same spirit of sacrifice that He showed to you. That's why Scripture says, 
"Love your husband and love your children." You give priority to those relationships. 
That's the call of God on a Christian woman. Pretty searching. 

And even if you don't have a husband and children yet, you can still cultivate that same 
spirit of faithfulness until God brings the right man along. You cultivate faithfulness in 
your responsibilities, and you know what? When you live that way as a single woman 
and cultivate graciousness in your speech, cultivate faithfulness in your relationships, you 
know what you'll do? You'll carry that right over into your marriage relationship. You'll 
carry it over in your family relationship, but if you're an angry, rebellious woman now as 
a single woman, you're going to be an angry, rebellious woman when you get married 
too. So, the fact that the passage speaks to husbands and wives, for you single ladies 
doesn't mean that you can't respond now. Just cultivate it in the relationships God has 
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given you and trust Him and wait for that right man, that godly man, to be brought to 
you. It's a priority of relationships. 

Now, secondly, there is another priority that's laid forth for Christian women, young 
women in particular as Paul addresses them. And it's this. Point number two is: the 
priority of righteousness. The priority of righteousness. You see this kind of in the way 
that you view yourself and how you conduct yourself there in verse 5 when he says, to 
"be sensible and pure." Sensible and pure. Really, what he's saying here, it's a very 
delicate way for Paul to put it, what he is addressing here is that this is a positive 
statement, a positive New Testament expression of the biblical commandment against 
adultery. Paul is saying that there should be a purity that animates your physical life. The 
Bible, lets turn over to Hebrews 13. We need to do this. Hebrews chapter 13 verse 4 says, 
"Marriage," we were just talking about husbands and family. Maybe this has something 
to help us. "Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be 
undefiled, for fornicators and adulterers God will judge." God intends for relationship of 
intimacy to be reserved exclusively for a man and a woman already married in a lifelong 
monogamous relationship. Anything else is sinful. "Anything else, God will judge." He 
says. That's the standard. That's the standard of God for relational purity. 

Now, what Paul is saying here, and turn back to Titus chapter 2 verse 5. I want to deal 
with this carefully. He says, to "be sensible and to be pure." Now, ladies, let me say this, 
and then we'll look at a couple of other passages. This purity of which Paul speaks is 
more than simply abstaining from an illicit physical relationship. The Bible is very, very 
clear on this. When you see the idea of sensibility and purity being brought out to your 
attention by the Word of God, this starts with an attitude of the heart. This starts with a 
demeanor that understands this, for you ladies who are married, understand this, ladies, 
that when Paul talks about purity, we can start it this way, and then we'll look at a couple 
of passages to say this, ladies, your physical allure is for your husband alone in private. 
It's not for you to display publicly to whoever that walks by and sees you. This is biblical 
purity that views your physical attraction in a way that says, "This is the purity. God calls 
this to be exercised within the marriage relationship. There is a veil of secrecy and 
intimacy that belongs to my husband alone, and I don't flaunt this out in public. I don't 
flaunt this to other men." Your desires and your purity are aimed to your husband and 
your husband alone. And this goes to far more than just a physical relationship. 

Look over to 1 Timothy, for example. We need to see the fullness of what the Bible calls 
you to in this purity. And once again, beloved, once again, the call of Scripture is to 
radically break from the world in which you live. This is a radical break of which it 
speaks, and I don't even need to describe media to you for you to understand this. You're 
smart and intelligent, and you get when I read these verses, you'll get how anti-cultural 
this is for our world today. 1 Timothy chapter 2 verse 9. Paul says, 1 Timothy chapter 2 
verse 9. I'll give you a moment to get there. When the Bible talks about purity for young 
married women, purity that even a single woman would aim after, here it is. This is the 
word of God, not the word of man. No man would write these words. Verse 9. "Likewise, 
I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not 
with braided hair, and gold, or pearls, or costly garments, but rather by means of good 
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works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness." Ladies, God's call on your 
life is to a godly modest life of good works, not to be displaying yourself in public. The 
Word of God condemns that lascivious approach to life. 

Look over at 1 Peter chapter 3. That's not the only place the Bible addresses it. 1 Peter 
chapter 3. Paul is again speaking to wives. He calls them, in verse 2, to "chaste and 
respectful behavior." And he says, in verse 3 that, "your adornment must not be merely 
external, braiding the hair and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses, but let it be 
the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is precious in the sight of God." Ladies, the call on your life is to make yourself 
precious in the sight of God, if you're Christian. That's the only thing that matters is what 
God thinks about you. And what God wants from you is this gentle, and quiet, and 
modest spirit, rather than that which makes a display of yourself to men around you. God 
calls you to cultivate a gentle disposition that is conscious of modesty and purity, even 
though the world pulls you to focus on your appearance. Ladies, you have the call of 
God. You have the permission of God. You have the affirmation of God. You have the 
blessing of God on your life to consciously reject what the world models for you and say, 
"No, I will be different, because I rejected that ungodliness, and now I'm going to 
embrace and cloak myself with the righteousness that God calls me to." And let me say 
this gently, but as a point of application just to help you have a place to hang your 
thoughts and a place to consider what the Word of God is saying to you this morning. I 
say it in love. I say it, because I desire the blessing of God on your life more than 
anything else. I want the blessing of God on your life more than I want you to approve of 
what I'm saying. Ladies, if you spend more time thinking about and working on your 
makeup than you do working on your character, and reading the word of God, and 
seeking that out, it's probably time for you to reassess life, because our priorities are 
expressed in the way that we spend our time. If you doll over yourself day after day after 
day, while, simultaneously, having no place, or time, or room in your life for the Word of 
God and in earnest seeking of Him in prayer, you need to re-examine the whole direction 
of what you're doing, because the Scripture is clear on this point that godliness, not 
makeup, is the point of a Christian woman. 

So, there's this priority of righteousness, this priority of modesty that God calls us to, 
calls especially ladies to, in Titus chapter 2 verses 4 and 5. Now, point number 3. We've 
seen the priority of relationships, the priority of righteousness. Point number 3 is we're 
going to see the priority of your residence. The priority of your residence. Look at verse 5 
again. Paul says that, "the younger women are to be sensible and pure." That's what we 
just looked at. "Workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands." Ladies, the 
Bible clearly calls you to make the home your priority. In light of Proverbs 31, it would 
be too much to say that a Christian woman should only be at home. Proverbs 31 speaks of 
a variety of activities that a godly woman is doing, so we don't want to speak beyond 
what the Bible says, but ladies, let's be honest with each other as we look at the world 
around us. Let's not even talk about your life in particular right now. Let's just look at the 
world around us and acknowledge the environment here. The threat to biblical 
righteousness these days, and for the past 50 or 60 years, is not that women would be 
home too much, right? That's not the threat that we're facing today. So, we don't need to 
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really focus on what the perimeter of that realm is. The threat is that the women are home 
too little. They're not home enough when Scripture calls them to be workers at home.

Look at verse 5 with me again. You must see that this is the Word of God, not the 
grumblings of an irritated pastor. I'm not grumbling, and I'm not irritated, so it couldn't be 
that. Look at verse 5. Young women, "be workers at home and be kind." And so, ladies, 
all we're saying here this morning is that the home, we've said this in the past from this 
pulpit as well, the home is to be the preeminent sphere of your work. It's the preeminent 
sphere. It's to be the dominating priority of the way that you order your life, is somehow 
shaped around the home. 

Now, I want to say something pastoral here very much alongside this. I understand that 
for some ladies life has forced you into the workplace. I understand that, and I understand 
that given your own priorities, given what you would do, you would prefer to be home, 
but somehow, circumstances have made it so that you must work. Someone's a widow. 
Someone's husband is incapacitated and they just have no other choice. I believe the Lord 
looks on that with compassion and with grace. Here's what I would say about that for 
those situations, is that if life has forced you into the workplace, just guard your heart. 
Just guard your heart so that you don't find yourself loving the workplace more than you 
love your home. Guard your heart. Be content while you're waiting in this situation that 
God has placed you in that is not exactly what you would've chosen. You would prefer to 
be home. I get that. You would rather be able to devote yourself, but you just can't. Well, 
if that's where you find yourself, be content while you're waiting, and don't hand your 
heart over to the pursuit of this and say, "This is an exception. This is different. This isn't 
what I would choose, but I'll do this with a glad and content heart, because this is what I 
have to do in order to love my husband and to love my children." It's an expression of 
that. 

But, ladies, as you think about the priority of your home, let me put it this way. Another 
question for point of application. Whether the home is your priority or something else, 
here's a question to help you assess that. When people ask you the simple question, who 
are you, or what do you do? If I were to ask you that question here this morning. "What 
do you do?" What's the first thing that comes out of your mouth? "I serve at home," is the 
answer of a woman who is guided by biblical priorities. She defines herself, she thinks 
about herself, in light of these priorities. And what's in her heart becomes what comes out 
of her mouth when she's asked to define herself. As something else comes first to your 
mind, you need to think about what God is saying here in His Word, because the call of 
God is for young women to be workers at home with all of the qualifications that we 
realize and recognize from a pastoral role. Ladies, the question is: what's your priority? 
What is your greatest love on earth? That's the question.

And now, as you're thinking about your home, Paul goes on and says, and he kind of 
comes back to the issue of the husband in verse 5, he says, in verse 5, they're to "be pure, 
workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands." As you think about the 
priority of your home, ladies, understand that it is the call of God on your life to line 
yourself up under the authority of your husband. "Hah, yeah, I get it. That's not what the 
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world says." Well, precisely! You know what? The utter rejection of the world of this 
simply clarifies the issues for us, doesn't it? The fact that this is not what the world 
thinks, that the world calls on you to demand your rights, and equal privileges and all of 
that, the fact that the world calls you on that is the opportunity to bounce off of that and 
go the other way. To be subject to your own husband, to recognize the leadership position 
of your husband and to honor it. And, once again, this is woven throughout the New 
Testament.

Turn to Ephesians chapter 5. I want you to see that this is the consistent teaching of the 
Word of God. This is not an isolated verse in Titus. This is not a speaker that has gone off 
on a tangent into realms which the Word of God does not speak clearly on. Ladies, this is 
the call of God on your life. This is what Christ calls you to as part of His intention to 
purify a people for His own possession. The women that He owns live like this. 
Ephesians chapter 5 verse 22. "Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He 
Himself being the Savior of the body, but as the church is subject to Christ, so also the 
wives ought to be subject to their husbands in everything." As Christians, it's unthinkable 
to think that we would rebel against Christ and go our own way after He saved us. That's 
the parallel that Christ makes to wives and husbands in a Christian marriage. 

Look over at Colossians chapter 3 just a couple of books to the right. Colossians and 
Ephesians are parallel books in many ways, covering the same themes. Chapter 3 verse 
18 in Colossians. "Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord." 

And then in 1 Peter, just past Titus and past Hebrews, 1 Peter chapter 3. 1 Peter chapter 3 
in verse 1. And ladies, there's so much help for you in this. Those of you maybe that have 
a lot of conflict in your relationship with your husband, you can let it go, actually. 
Chapter 3 verse 1. "In the same way, you wives be submissive to your own husbands, so 
that, even if any of them are disobedient to the Word, they may be won without a word 
by the behavior of their wives as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior." 
Ladies, what God has given you in the marriage relationship, in the way that He has 
structured the relationship, is an umbrella of protection. He has given you a place of 
blessing. He has given you a place where you don't have to fight the world on your own. 
He's given you a husband to lead you and to be a protector to you. I realize that the men 
fall short of that, and shame on us for our failures, but that doesn't redefine your priorities 
or what you do. You are to be subject to your own husband. You are to bring yourself and 
line yourself up under him. Now, that doesn't mean that a wife doesn't express her 
thoughts. That's foolishness. A wise husband listens to a wise wife. I learned this over the 
years, that the more I listen to Nancy the more that my life tends to go well. And when I 
reject what she has to say, I'm usually going to pay a price for it. This does not make the 
woman a silent, bumbling fool in the relationship, but it means that she recognizes the 
God-given place, the God-given authority of her husband, and she lives in peaceable 
cooperation with his leadership. She follows the authority of the husband in her home. 
That's God's design. That's what God calls you to do. And ladies, I have to say this. If 
you're a constant source of strife and irritation to your husband, you need to reassess what 
you're doing.
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Now, let me say a word to those of you who are not married yet. To you young ladies that 
aren't married yet, in light of this principle, and I give you a word of pastoral advice. If 
you're not married yet, or if you're even younger, you know, you're in your early teens, 
and this is still a ways off, start thinking about these things and understand that because 
of the God-appointed role that a wife has in a marriage relationship, you should do this. 
You should not rush into a decision to get married. You should not hurry into a 
relationship with a man that you really don't know very well, because you are setting 
yourself up. When you enter into marriage it no longer matters if you made a mistake. 
Your responsibility is to line up under his authority, and that I understand. You know, 
I've heard men joke about this and just, "Yeah, hurry up and get married!" I don't think 
that way at all. This is too important. Your life is at stake to treat it so lightly. Ladies, 
give yourself time. Watch this man that you're interested in, and let's give him some time 
to manifest what his character is really like, so that you know what you're getting into as 
much as you possibly can. Don't rush into that, because there's no back door. There's no 
way to get out. Divorce is not an option for a Christian woman. And so you young ladies, 
I'm just trying to protect you, not trying to restrain you. I'm trying to protect you and help 
you to understand and to think about life properly. Take time to see if this man will abuse 
his authority over you. How does he treat his mother? That's an indication of how he's 
one day going to treat you. How does he treat the people around him? Don't think that 
you're an exception. Eventually, his character as he deals with the world around him now 
is going to be the measure of how he treats you in the future. And if he's an angry striking 
kind of man, he's going to be angry and strike you, eventually. So, don't treat this lightly.

I know the saddest story. Actually, it turned out okay in the end, but for a time it was 
terrible. I had a friend quite some distance from here. It's no one that any of you would 
know. I'm not talking about anything here or in my prior life of ministry. This is totally 
separate. It's no one that you know, but I have a friend, a little bit older than me, who had 
an adult daughter. She wanted to be married, but the years were going by, and she started 
to get nervous. She started to get anxious. And so, when the first guy that expressed 
interest into her, she latched on to it. Perhaps, understandably, but without the full 
acquaintance of what this man was like. She didn't wait long enough. She jumped at the 
chance to get married, and I guess thought, "We'll sort all the other stuff out later." Now, 
the guy seemed outwardly to be fine, professed to be a recent convert to Christ. Watch 
that, ladies, if the guy got converted after he met you and was interested in you, let's give 
that some extra time. What happened to her? I tell this, it pains me to think about it, let 
alone to tell the story, but I want to protect you and help you to think rightly about these 
things. She got married. She kind of rushed into it. Things were fine for a week, for the 
second week and then, without warning. She was from a fine Christian family, godly dad, 
godly mom, loved her, did all the right things raising her. And so, she had known the 
blessing of a Christian family. She's married to this guy two weeks, and then, without 
warning, he comes up to her and says, "Now, you're going see what the real world is 
like." And he beat her. When she became pregnant, she was pulling dinner out of the 
oven, kicked her, as if to try to abort the child. This was how cruel he was. It was so bad 
that eventually the authorities got involved. He was prosecuted and sent to jail, and he's 
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in jail today. God graciously delivered her from that situation and has placed her in a 
different situation now. 

Here's my only point on that, ladies, you young, unmarried ladies: don't get married with 
your fingers crossed. I realize you can never fully know what the future holds, but you 
can protect yourself from marrying somebody you don't really know. You can't just 
assume that it's all going to work out okay. You put that guy's character to the test. You're 
entitled to do that. You're putting yourself under his authority. You're entitled to know, 
ladies, the man who is going to assume the reins of that authority in your life. You're 
entitled to test his character, to see him prove it, and if he fails the test, separate yourself 
from your emotions and say, "No, I don't think so. I think I'll wait for the next bus to 
come in." You're never going to regret that. And you dads, especially, help your kids 
think through this. You dads, especially, help them and protect your daughters. Love 
them. Affirm them. Help them on this area in particular. You moms, of course, can do 
this too. It's a priority of relationships. A godly woman gives herself in subjection to her 
husband. And, ladies if you have a godly husband, if you have a husband that's loved you 
and cherished you in light of what was said here today, this would be a great day on the 
drive home to just thank him and affirm him for that. If God's given you a gracious 
husband, he's spared you from the nightmare that can happen. You go and you thank Him 
for that. Thank God, and then you thank your husband, because these issues of life 
matter.

There's one final thing here as we close. Fourth point, we'll keep it brief: it's the priority 
of revelation. The priority of revelation. Why do you do all of this to begin with? Why do 
you worry about the priority of relationships, righteousness, and residence? Why do you 
do that? Well, it's because of the ultimate priority of revelation. Look at the end of verse 
5. Paul says, "Be this way," into verse 5, "so that the Word of God will not be 
dishonored." If you state it in a positive way, what Paul is saying is that, ladies, when you 
honor the biblical instruction that's here in the way that you shape and think about life, 
you're honoring the Word of God. God himself is honored by women who live this way 
and cultivate this kind of character in their lives. Ladies, let me encourage you. Let me do 
everything that I can in the weakness of my voice to affirm to you the utter importance of 
what you're doing. Your home impacts a watching world. Your home impacts the way 
the Word of God is perceived. And Christian homes, like the one that you're trying to 
cultivate and produce, commend the Gospel. They uphold and glorify the name of Christ. 

Listen, a loving, pure, submissive wife is a stunning testimony against the feminist 
lesbian mindset that is now controlling our age. A godly, gentle wife testifies against all 
of that without even having to open her mouth or organize a political rally. Just the way 
that you live condemns that and commends the Gospel. Ladies, let me say this to you too. 
A kind, sacrificial mother who loves her children and serves them is a stunning 
testimony, a stunning testimony against a world that sees children as inconveniences to 
be aborted on demand. When you love your children, when the size of your family makes 
it kind of inconvenient, and cramped in the car, and all of that stuff, been there done that, 
your loving gracious attitude to your children separates your life out. It marks it out and 
says, and by your very life you are testifying to the saving power of the Gospel of Christ. 
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Your very life becomes a testimony without you even trying. That's what Paul is talking 
about here. We live this way so that we don't dishonor the Word of God. By implication, 
ladies, when you set your heart on this kind of life, you're setting your heart upon the 
very purposes for which God laid his hand upon you in Christ Jesus, and that is a 
beautiful thing. That is a woman of beauty. That is a woman who, if no one else notices, 
will come to that judgment seat where believers meet their Lord, and He will bless you, 
and He will affirm you, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." 

Let's pray together. 

Father, we ask You to honor the teaching of Your Word here this morning, as we take it 
into our hearts, and walk out, and think through it all. I thank you, Father, so much for 
the godly woman You gave to me and the godly women that You have given to so many 
men in this congregation. Father, we affirm them. We love them, and we thank You for 
their work in our lives and for Your work in their lives. Father, we pray for those that are  
unmarried, perhaps wanting marriage and just don't see it happening right now, no 
prospects in the line of vision. Father, we pray that You would honor those young women 
who have those desires. That you would honor them one day with a godly man who is 
worthy of the godly aspirations of their heart. And, Father, if there are women here, 
young women, that are in a relationship that would not prove helpful, break it up. Just 
intervene and protect them, even if they don't understand at the time. Father, You've done  
that so often over the course of history with your people, guided them away from 
someone that seemed to be the right person and later on brought the truly right one. 
Father, I pray that You would do that for every unmarried person in this audience who 
has desires and aspirations for a family. Father, one of the ways that You'll guide them is  
as they honor these principles in their life, even as a single person. Father, we realize the  
Gospel is a call to reject the past of our lives and reject the sin of this world and the sin 
of our own heart and to pursue godliness and righteousness as we wait for the coming of 
Christ. Help us to that end. And, Father, with the wonderful ladies that You've given us in  
this body of believers, I pray that You would help them model this godly lifestyle for us. 
And as we watch, and as we benefit from that grace, Father, help us to support them, as 
we do. We pray in Christ's name. Amen.

You have been listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church. For more 
information about our ministry including Pastor Don's blog and our location and service 
times, please visit us at truthcommunitychurch.com. You will also find Don's sermon 
library where you can download free messages on many biblical passages and topics. 
This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights reserved.
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