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What is an ordinance?

Ordinance: n.  1. A rule established by authority; a permanent rule of action. An 
ordinance may be a law or statute of sovereign power. In this sense it is often used in 
the Scriptures. Ex. 15. Num. 10. Ezra 3. It may also signify a decree, edict or rescript, 
and the word has sometimes been applied to the statutes of Parliament, but these are 
usually called acts or laws. In the United States, it is never applied to the acts of 
Congress, or of a state legislature. 2. Observance commanded. 3. 
Appointment. 4. Established rite or ceremony. Heb. 9. In this sense, 
baptism and the Lord's supper are denominated ordinances.

We mention ordinances twice in our articles of faith: 1. #8 We believe that baptism and 
the Lord’s supper are ordinances of the gospel... 2. #10 We believe that no minister 
has the right to administer the ordinances of the gospel, except those who have come 
under the imposition of hand by the presbytery

We call baptism and communion ordinances of the gospel (and feet washing an example, 
but not an ordinance). It is because they were ordered by Jesus Christ and practiced by 
the church.

Matthew 28:19-20 19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20  Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

John 13:14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another's feet.

Luke 22:19-20 19  And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of 
me. 20  Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in 
my blood, which is shed for you.

1 Corinthians 11:2  Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things,
and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.

What is a sacrament and why is it different from an ordinance?

(This is a term used by the Roman Catholic church and passed down to the Protestant 
and Reformed churches).
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Sacrament: n. [L. sacramentum, an oath, from sacer, sacred.]  1. Among ancient 
christian writers, a mystery. [Not in use.] 2. An oath; a ceremony producing an 
obligation; but not used in this general sense. 3. In present usage, an outward 
and visible sign of inward and spiritual grace; or more particularly, a 
solemn religious ceremony enjoined by Christ, the head of the christian 
church, to be observed by his followers, by which their special relation to 
him is created, or their obligations to him renewed and ratified. Thus 
baptism is called a sacrament, for by it persons are (symbolically) 
separated from the world, brought into Christ's visible church, and laid 
under particular obligations to obey his precepts. The eucharist or 
communion of the Lord's supper, is also a sacrament, for by 
commemorating the death and dying love of Christ, christians avow their 
special relation to him, and renew their obligations to be faithful to their 
divine Master. When we use sacrament without any qualifying word, we 
mean by it, 4. The eucharist or Lord's supper.

John Calvin: What is a Sacrament ? An outward attestation of the divine benevolence 
towards us, which, by a visible sign, figures spiritual grace, to seal the promises of 
God on our hearts, and thereby better confirm their truth to us.

Described as a means of grace by the Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Reformed 
churches. Their beliefs, which are passed down from the Roman Catholic to the other 
churches are not based upon proper biblical study. If participation in the sacraments of  
baptism and communion produces God's grace, then works have merit with God.

Francis R. Beattie in The Presbyterian Standards: The sacraments are solemn 
pledges of our allegiance to Christ, and of our separation from the world. These two things 
imply each other, and may well go together. By the sacraments we make confession of our 
interest in, and our service of, the Lord; and by this same confession we announce our 
separation from the world by putting a visible distinction between those who belong to the 
church and the rest of the world. The sacraments from this point of view are solemn 
engagements to the service of God in Christ, according to his word, and at the same time a 
formal renouncing of the world and its ways. The sacraments serve to strengthen 
our faith in Christ, and to develop all the other Christian graces. In this way 
they confirm our interest in Christ, and in the spiritual welfare of his 
kingdom. This point signalizes the fact that the sacraments are real means of 
grace, each in its own relation, and serving its own definite end. Our 
engagement to be the Lord's being thereby made, we are obliged to a diligent 
obedience, and the result of this is that the divine life in believers is 
strengthened, and they grow in grace.

Many Christians use the two terms interchangably. We should be careful not to do so 
because in doing so it would demonstrate a lack of distinction on our part from the 
Catholic church and its derivatives. It would also demonstrate a lack of knowledge and 
understanding on our part regarding the finished work of Jesus Christ.
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Matthew 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

John 19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 
finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

Titus 3:4-7 4  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man 
appeared, 5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6  Which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7  That being justified by his grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

We then who call ourselves Primitive/Old/Particular Baptists believe the scriptures 
which teach that Jesus Christ finished all of his work on earth. Because we believe in this 
way we cannot support the error of sacraments as a means of adding grace unto the life 
of the believer. Our works cannot cause the generation of grace. We are certainly Roman 
Catholic but are also not Reformed or Protestant. 

Protestant: n. One of the party who adhered to Luther at the reformation 
in 1529, and protested, or made a solemn declaration of dissent from a decree of the 
emperor Charles V. and the diet of Spires, and appealed to a general council. This 
name was afterwards extended to the followers of Calvin, and 
Protestants is the denomination now given to all who belong to the 
reformed churches. The king of Prussia has, however, interdicted the use of this 
name in his dominions.

Ephesians 2:8-9 8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10  
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

We are not creedal or confessional. To say that we are would align us with the same 
doctrine and practice that we have fought against and been persecuted because of for 
centuries. We are biblical and we must know what the scriptures say in regards to these 
things.

We must start with the definition of the church, for all who call themselves Christians, 
whether Baptist, Reformed, Protestant, or Catholic, believe that the ordinances (or in 
error, the sacraments) are to be part of the functions within the church.

Church ekklesia a compound of two words: to call and out.

The words church (79 times) and churches (36 times) are always translated from 
the word ekklesia.
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I. K. Cross It should be noted that it was local in nature, visible, and could be called 
together.

Ekklesia would be correctly translated as congregation or assembly. The scriptures are 
not in error for they come from the pen of a perfect God, but the translation of the 
scriptures has the potential for error because it can be influenced by the work of men.

Our article of faith reads: We believe that a church of Jesus Christ is a company 
of believers…

The church is a local, visible, called-out, group.

Examples of the churches being identified as individual groups:

Acts 11:26 …the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

Acts 14:23 …ordained them elders in every church.

1 Corinthians 4:17 …every where in every church.

1 Corinthians 16:19 …the churches of Asia.

Again, the Primitive/Old/Particular Baptists hold to the biblical definition of the church 
as a local assembly. It is not, as Catholic/Protestant/Reformed would define it: universal 
invisible or visible.

Catholic: 1. Universal or general; as the Catholic church. Originally this epithet was 
given to the Christian church in general, but is now appropriated to the Romish 
church, and in strictness there is no Catholic church, or universal 
Christian communion. The epithet is sometimes set in opposition to heretic, 
sectary or schismatic.

Every church is a congregation and each has Jesus Christ as the head.

Ephesians 5:23 ...as Christ is the head of the church

Every congregation is made of persons who gather together because they hold common 
beliefs.

Matthew 16:13-20 13  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14  
And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

(This is essentially the same answer many men give of Jesus today: a good man, an 
influencer of other men, a prophet, a philosopher.)
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15  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16  And Simon Peter answered 
and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

(This is the confession that come from everyone who believes the truth about Jesus 
Christ.)

17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar–jona: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven. 

(This realization that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God is revealed by the Father to 
every believer.)

18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

(This is the foundation of the church: Jesus Christ is the the Son of the living God . All 
who confess him without the influence of works build upon the foundation to form the 
church. This church, at Jerusalem, was already formed at this time by those who, like 
Peter, confessed the truth about Jesus Christ.)

The rock that the church is built upon is not the human petros nor the human name 
Petrus, but rather the massive supernatural petra, the rock of Peter’s confession: Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

1 John 4:15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth 
in him, and he in God.

Romans 10:8-11 8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

Our article of faith reads … baptized upon profession of their faith in Christ

The church consists of believers who are immersed upon confession of their belief that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Our article of faith reads …contending for the faith once delivered to the saints, 
and maintaining pure and holy ordinances they have been delivered.

The church is where the truth (the apostle’s doctrine) is taught to believers. 
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1 Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth.

Ephesians 3:8-12 8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace 
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And 
to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning 
of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the 
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal 
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: In whom we have boldness and 
access with confidence by the faith of him.

The believing, confessing, baptized, church walks in a new way in a new life.

Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by  baptism  into  death: that  
like as  Christ  was raised up  from  the dead  by  the glory of the Father, 
even so  we  also  should walk  in  newness  of life.

The church formed in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost is indicative of the new walk 
and new life. Note 17 points.

Acts 2:37-47 37 Now when they heard this, (1) they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what 
shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, (2) Repent, and (3) be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall (4) receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, even (5) as many as the Lord our God 
shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they that (6) gladly received his 
word (7) were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls. And (8) they continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and (9) fellowship, and in (10) breaking of bread, and in (11) 
prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by 
the apostles. And all that believed (12) were together, and (13) had all things 
common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as 
every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness 
of heart, (14) Praising God, and (15) having favour with all the people. And 
(16) the Lord added to the church daily (17) such as should be saved.

The utmost purpose of the church is to glorify God through Jesus Christ

Ephesians 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.
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