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The U in Tulip, 
The Unconditional Election of the Grace of God 

 
        The Arminian View                                          The Calvinist View 

U 
That God based His election on foreseen faith. 
 

U 
God’s election of grace is unconditional. 

 
Does God elect based on foreseen faith? 

 
How true is this statement, ‘God based His election on foreseen faith?’  In other 
words, what this asks is, ‘Did God chose you because He saw that one day you 
would believe?  It isn’t that the doctrine of election is denied.  Generally, there is 
no disagreement about who does the electing.    The disagreement is whether 
God has the right to elect whoever He will, or whether man has the power to 
choose God.  The conclusion that we arrive at here should not be interpreted to 
mean that all who oppose us are not Christians. There are great men and women 
of the faith who fall on both sides of election.  The one emphasizes God’s 
sovereignty, and the other emphasizes man’s will.  Everyone must be fully 
persuaded of the truth of the Word of God. My goal is not to offend anyone 
unnecessarily while maintaining the truth as best as we understand it.   
 
In our last session our purpose there was to show the extent of man’s fall, 
depravity, and inability to do anything Godward.  Man is fully capable of 
functioning in society according to his nature.  However, when we consider 
natural man’s ability as the Word of God paints him,  we must confess that man is 
dead in sins, unable to hear, unable to see, and unable to function in the least 
spiritually before Him.  The questions asserted in that lesson were:   
 

At what point in my unregenerate state did the counsel of the Lord and the 
gospel of Jesus Christ cease to be foolishness to me? (1Co.1.18)  
 
At what point in my depraved condition did my mind’s enmity cease to hate 
God and the Savior?   
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At what point was my inability to see, perceive, or hear enabled to the 
things of the Lord? 
  
At what point did my death in sin turn to life before God? 
  

Those are the kinds of questions that we should be able to answer with the Word 
of God.  Until we consider the reality of the impossibility of the natural man’s 
ability to do anything Godward, we have yet to get to the heart of the matter.  
We do not deny that man is free to act according to his nature.  But man’s nature 
being thoroughly corrupted means that all he can do is imprisoned within the 
walls of his own nature.  For him to do otherwise would be as great an act as a 
black man being able of himself to change the color of his skin, or for the spotted 
leopard to remove his spots.  (Jer 13:23)  As impossible as that feat is for the 
Ethiopian and leopard, it is so for any man by himself to change his nature from 
death to life.  It is that radical a change that must take place. 

 
So, let’s consider what is meant by the term unconditional election.  Unconditional 
election means that there is no stipulation, no condition which moves or causes 
God to select, choose, or elect anyone.  In other words there is nothing in the 
creature that can be cited as the cause that would move God to elect them.  We 
stand firmly on the term, nothing.   
 
The Cause of God: 
Let’s consider the cause of God for a moment.  What moves God to do what He 
does? 
 

2Ti 1:9  Who [God, vs.9] hath saved  
 

sw<santoj, gen., sing., masc., part., aor. 1, act.; is saving; an 

ongoing personal experience God’s salvation began without 
reference to a specific point in time. 
 

us, and called (very same function as hath saved) us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, 
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which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began … (pro> xro<nwn 

ai]wni<wn, before times of the ages.) 

 
Let’s walk through this verse together.  Doubtless we agree that this verse tells us 
that God has saved us and called us … according to His own purpose and grace.  
When was the purpose and grace of God enacted to save us?  Answer: Before the 
world began.  Some refer to election by calling is eternal election, because it 
precedes even time itself.  It preceded creation.  It preceded the angelic hosts.  
This was what God did in eternity in Himself.  This would agree with Eph.1.4: 
 

Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of 
the world … pro> katabolh?j ko<smou 

 
So, every Bible-believer can say based upon the authority of the Word of God, He 
elected some to be saved in eternity.  God’s purpose and grace began then with 
Himself in eternity.  To disagree would be to disagree with God’s Word.   
 
Now, the next question we need to ask is, ‘What moves God to do what He does?’  
What is the cause that causes God?  
 

Eph.1.7  In whom (Christ, the Son) we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 
8  Wherein (in which grace) he (the Father) hath abounded toward us in all 
wisdom and prudence;  
9  Having made known unto us the mystery of his will  
 

Ro 16:25  Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my 
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation 
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 
26  But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known 
to all nations for the obedience of faith: 
27  To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. 
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(The secret things that the Father had been doing from eternity are now 
revealed to us.  That is …), according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself:  
 

Here is the answer to the question that we asked.  What is the cause 
that causes God? He is His own cause.  God cannot be moved to do 
what He does by things that are outside of Him.  The Father was 
pleased to do what He had purpose in himself.  Why is this 
important?  It is important because if the will of God, if the eternal 
purpose of God is affected by things that are outside of Himself He is 
subject to change, and that will would not have self-originated or 
purposed in Himself.  But His Word tells us that He cannot change.   

 
Mal 3:6  For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed. 

 
That He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  
 

Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever. 

 
That with Him there is neither variableness nor shadow of turning 
with Him.   
 

Jas 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

 
The cause of God is God Himself.  The cause of God to purpose the 
selection, choice, or election of anyone rests solely in Him.  No other 
cause.  The faith of the elect cannot be the cause for God purposing 
to elect.  Now, continuing in Eph. 1.10: 

 
10  That in the dispensation  
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oi]konomi<a, order or rule of this house, scope of work, this sphere; 

so, the manner in which the Lord governs or arranges the history of 
time.  
 

of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ,  
 

In other words, all things shall be subjected unto Christ. (1Co.15.24-
28) 

 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him; 
11  In whom (Christ) also we (the Lord’s people) have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated (predetermined; In what way?) according 
kata> to the purpose of him who worketh all things after kata> the counsel 

of his own will:  
 

What does this say?  The Father has purposed in Himself to 
predetermine some to an inheritance in Christ.  (Which would be 
synonymous with vs. 9) Again, God cannot be caused to do anything 
but what originates within Himself.  He created because He purposed 
in Himself to do so.  He arranged, sustains, and finishes the whole 
creation because He was pleased with His own self-originated 
purpose. 
  

God was His own cause to bring about all of creation, and He was please to have it 
so. 
 

Re 4:11  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: 
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created. 

 
Omnipotence and Omniscience: 
Now, consider the scope of the power and knowledge of God.  With God, 
considering all of His works and every detail of everything that is, there is nothing 
new. 
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 Ac 15:18  Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the 
world. 
 
Is.46.9  Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none 
else; I am God, and there is none like me, 
10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure … 
 

Acts 15.18 states that all of the works of God was so fully comprehended by Him 
before He created the world that there is no new, conceivable work to be done by 
Him since He created.  Every orbit of every planet, every earthquake, every wave 
of the sea, every current of wind, every breath of every creature, from the tiniest 
insect to the greatest whale, from every seed that sprouts to the fading of every 
beautiful flower, there is no new work by God that will be done.   
 
Is.46.9, 10 states that He knows everything, every thought of every heart of every 
man, woman, boy and girl, every bird known so that not one falls to the earth 
without him, every hair of every head numbered, He appoints the time for every 
birth and every death, so that He can declare its end from the beginning.  God’s 
power and his knowledge so extensively comprehended His creation that there 
can be no new thing with Him in all of the universe and in all of the ages of time.   
 

Heb 4:3  … the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 
 
De 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a 
God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 
 

Can we restrict God’s sovereignty over His creation? 
  

Job 9:12  Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto 
him, What doest thou? 
 
Da 4:35  And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he 
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 
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inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou? 
 
Ro 9:19  Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who 
hath resisted his will? 
 
Re 17:17  For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and 
give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 
 

Who would dare to question that God is absolutely sovereign over every aspect of 
creation?  He knows all things. 
 

Ps 147:5  Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite. 
 

The disciples acknowledged this to be true and we should too. 
 
Joh 16:30  Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not 
that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth 
from God. 
 
Joh 21:17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou 
me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 
that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
 

The Lord Jesus knew the very deep, secret issues of Peter’s heart. 
 
Foreknowledge: 
Then how are we to interpret God’s foreknowledge?  Foreknowledge stands 
distinct from omniscience in that it brings to the forefront a special purpose or 
person.  There are only seven instances of the use of the Greek word for 
foreknowledge, proginw<skw, in the N.T.  Those references are as follows: 

 
Acts 2.23, foreknowledge, the Father delivered the Son into the hands of 
wicked men by His special knowledge of the Savior;  
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Acts 26.5, knew, Paul calls upon those who had intimate or special 
knowledge of his past to testify, that his claims were true;  
 
Ro.8.29, did foreknow, Whoever God foreknew shall be predetermined, 
called, justified, and glorified;  
 
Ro.11.2, foreknew, those that he foreknew are called the remnant (vs. 4 
reserved, 5 remnant);  
 
1Pe. 1.2, foreknowledge, mentions that these of this special knowledge 
were so elected, without reference to anything in the them;  
 
1Pe.1.20, was foreordained, references our Lord being foreknown before 
the foundation of the world (In light of our study, did the Father choose the 
Son because He saw down through the halls of time that He would die for 
the sins of His people.  Or did the Father foreknow Christ specially for this 
purpose.? 
 
2Pe.3.17, know before, the saints having a special knowledge of the Word 
of God could beware of being led astray.  

 
Every instance refers to a special knowledge of the subject.  Will these Scriptures 
support the notion that God foreknows all men equally from eternity?  No.  And 
we cannot make that claim and be true to the Word of God.  However, by these 
Scriptures six of the seven times foreknowledge refers to special knowledge of the 
subject under discussion.  The last reference was of the saint’s special knowledge 
of the Word of God.  Beyond question foreknowledge is special, intimate 
acquaintance of its object, especially of persons.  This is the major distinction 
between omniscience and foreknowledge.  In the following, though the word is 
not our Greek word, we want to show the special knowledge that the Lord takes 
of His own. 
  

Ge 18:19  For I know him, that he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice 
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and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him. 
 
Pr 8:22  The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his (not my) way, 
before his works of old.  (He possessed Abraham, me, and you that know 
the Lord in the beginning of His way.  We are led back into the eternal 
purpose of God concerning all of His people.) 

 
The Scripture reads, For whom He did foreknow … not what He did foreknow.  
(Ro.8.29) It is not things but persons. 
 

Ro 8:29  For whom [not what] he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. (The one that the Lord knows in this way He also 
predetermines him to a certain end.) 
 

‘A Systematic Study of Bible Doctrine, T. P. Simmons, p.204, ‘It is certain that God 
foresaw the faith of the elect.  And it is also certain that this was not the ground 
of election.’ 
 
The purpose for electing: 
Now we move on to the next consideration.  Did God choose, select, elect 
because of our faith or any spiritual fruit?  The answer by Scripture is no. 
  

It is the purpose of God: 
Ro 9:11  (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good 
or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works, but of him that calleth …) 
 

In other words, not of works, but of grace; this states that the 
purpose of election rests in the Lord … of him that calleth to show 
grace to some; otherwise none could be saved!  This revelation was 
made to explain to Rebekah what the conflict was that she felt in her 
womb. 
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12  It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 
13  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
 

These two souls in the womb of their mother Rebekah had not been 
born yet.  God showed to her his will for these children, and the 
reason for his will being so for them was not based upon their works, 
but upon His own purpose and grace.  Remember, that self-
originated in the mind of God before there was an angel, a star, a 
sun, a moon, or any other thing. 

 
To be holy and blameless:  None were holy and without blame: 
Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him … that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love … (This shows that God’s election 
was not because of, but unto these fruits.) 
 
To save:  Election isn’t salvation, but is unto salvation: 
2Th 2:13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to 
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

 
Guarantees fruit in those who are elect:  They had no fruit before: 
Faith proves the truth of election; therefore election precedes faith: 
  

1Thes.1.2 ¶  We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of 
you in our prayers; 
3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
4  Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.   

 
A consideration much overlooked concerning the truth of God’s election of grace 
can be seen in the election of the nation of Israel.  This people was elected as an 
earthly people and none can say that they were chosen because of anything that 
they have done to this day.  They have a running history of rebellion against the 
Lord throughout the Old Testament Scriptures.  They crucified the Lord of glory, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, their Messiah.  But in spite of this the nation shall be 
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brought to the Lord.  (Ro.11.26)  Why?  Because they are an elect nation, which 
means that when the Lord saves this nation all the rebels shall be purged 
(Ez.20.35) and only those who have faith in the Messiah, Jesus shall remain in it.  
And their confession will ring just as true as our has, that the Lord chose them not 
because of anything in them, but because of His eternal, immutable love for 
them.  (cf. Deu. 7.7, 8; 9.4-7) 
 
Election cannot be based on anything but the eternal purpose of God to show 
grace to some.  I know of no Baptist who defines the grace of God as anything but 
the unmerited, loving-favor of God. 
 

Ro.11.6  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no 
more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is 
no more work.  

 
When did election takes? 
 

Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of 
the world … 
 
Jn.6.39  And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he 
hath given (de<dwke, perf., ind., act, gave; an already finished work of giving 

some to Christ when our Lord said these words.) 
 
2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world began …  (The expression, according to 
his own purpose and grace and was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began must refer back to the time that the Father gave some to the Son in 
eternity.) 

 
God’s election of grace is based upon the pleasure that He takes in  His own 
eternal purpose to save some.  Without this no man would or could come to 
Christ and be saved.  But because He in mercy did choose some many sons of men 
are brought to glory. (He.2.10) 
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Ps 65:4  Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach 
unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the 
goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple. 
 

Nowhere in the Bible can there found any wording which could be construed to 

mean that if we would believe God would elect us.  Neither is there any Scripture 

that impresses upon our minds God chose anyone because they believed.  God’s 

that election of grace is unconditional. 


