
Sunday Morning, September 25, 2016
What is Faith? (1)
Hebrews 11:1--3, 6

I. How to Recognize False Faith:
A. True Faith Is Not Blind

B. True Faith Is Not Optimism. Best Wishes

C. True Faith Is Not Psychology

D. True Faith Is Not a Feeling

E. True Faith Is Not Personal Strength

II. How to Recognize Biblical Faith 
A. Faith Is a Personal Response of the Mind

1. Is Faith Subjective? To Have Assurance?
Heb. 11:1, 6; 3:14;  Heb. 10:22;  Col. 2:2 (Rom. 4:21)

2. Is Faith Objective? To Be Anchored in Substance?
Heb. 11:1;  1:3;  11:3; Matt. 18:15; Heb. 11:11b, 11:19;  2 Tim. 3:7

3. So, Faith Subjective or Objective?

B. Faith Is a Personal Response of Trust in the Truth of God
1. Faith must Be a Response of the Mind to the Truth of God’s Word

WCF 21.2;  Heb. 11:11;  Heb.  4:1, 2;  Rom. 10:17;  Jn. 20:31;  1 Jn. 5:10, 13; 
Jn. 6:45

2. Faith must Be a Response of the Mind to the Truth of God’s Person  
Heb. 11:6,  Gen. 15:1;  Heb. 11:3



QUOTES:

“Faith is the ‘yes’ of the heart, a conviction on which one stakes one’s life.”  (Martin Luther)

“By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the Word, for the authority of
God himself speaking therein; and acteth differently upon that which each particular passage thereof
containeth; yielding obedience to the commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the
promises of God for this life, and that which is to come. But the principal acts of saving faith are
accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by
virtue of the covenant of grace. (Westminster Confession, chapter 14.2)

“The Christian man receives first the account which the New Testament gives of the atoning death of
Christ, that account in history.  But if true it has effects in the present, and it can be tested by its effects. 
The Christian man makes trial of the Christian message, and making trial of it he finds it to be true. 
Experience does not provide a substitute for the documentary evidence, but it does confirm that evidence. 
The word of the Cross no longer seems to the Christian to be merely a far-off thing, merely, a matter to
be disputed about by trained theologians.  On the contrary, it is received into the Christian’s inmost soul,
and every day and hour of the Christian’s life brings new confirmation of its truth.” (J. G. Machen)

“Faith is to believe what you do not see;
the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.” (Augustine)

“True faith is not only a sure knowledge whereby I hold for truth all that God has revealed to us by his
Word, but also a firm confidence which the Holy Spirit works in my heart by the gospel that not only to
others but to me also, remission of sins, everlasting righteousness and salvation are freely given by God,
merely of grace, only for the sake of Christ’s merits.” (Heidelberg Catechism #21)

“It is not a very robust faith which in order to survive must distort or ignore the facts.” (Elisabeth Elliot)

“The reward desired by those who seek him is the joy of finding him; he himself proves to be their
‘exceeding joy’ (Ps. 43:4)” (F. F. Bruce)

“Assent to certain propositions is not the whole of faith, but it is absolutely necessary to faith in God; and
Christian faith, in particular, though it is more than assent to a creed, is absolutely impossible without
assent to a creed.” (J. G. Machen)

“It must certainly be admitted, then, that Christianity does depend upon something that happened; our
religion must be abandoned altogether unless at a definite point in history Jesus died as a propitiation for
the sins of men.  Christianity is certainly dependent upon history.” (J. G. Machen)

"We shall now have a full definition of faith if we say that it is a firm and sure foundation of the divine
favor toward us, founded on the truth of a free promise in Christ, and revealed to our minds and sealed in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit" (J. Calvin)


