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Baptism 

Matthew 28:19 

Series:  Topical 

 

1. Introduction 

a. There is confusion of what Baptism is and what it does: 

i. Is baptism required? 

ii. Does it impart salvation? 

iii. Do we recognize baptism from other churches or 

denominations? 

iv. Should we recognize baptism from fringe groups that call 

themselves Christians, i.e. the Jehovah’s Witness, 

Mormons, etc? 

v. When should baptism be administered? 

vi. What if I choose to stay unbaptized? 

vii. May I get rebaptized? 

 

2. How many types of baptism are there in the New Testament: 

a. Some metaphorically – Baptism of the Holy Spirit; crossing 

Jordan 

b. Two water baptisms  

i. John’s baptism – Repentance while waiting for the 

Messiah 

1. Mark 1:4-5  John appeared, baptizing in the 

wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  (5)  And all 

the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going 

out to him and were being baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

ii. Jesus’ Baptism – commanded after his resurrection for 

identification into the communion and fellowship of the 

saints. 

1. We see the seriousness of the convert upon their 

willingness to be identified with Christ. 

 

3. What is Christian Baptism? 

a. It is an ordinance – a sacrament 

i. A command and holy rite 

b. Commanded by Jesus himself  
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i. Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus came and said to them, 

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. (19)  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, (20)  teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age." 

1. Jesus institutes Baptism 

2. Jesus has all authority over the heaven and earth 

a. In that authority we are commanded to: 

i. Make disciples – Preach the Gospel 

ii. Baptize the converts 

ii. John 14:15  "If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 

c. What does it symbolize? – Death and burial 

i. Romans 6:1-5  What shall we say then? Are we to 

continue in sin that grace may abound?  (2)  By no 

means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  (3)  

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  (4)  We 

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  

(5)  For if we have been united with him in a death like 

his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 

 

4. What does baptism require 

a. Water 

b. Minister 

c. The Trinitarian formula 

i. As defined by scripture – truth  

ii. Orthodoxy 

 

5. Is it necessary for salvation 

a. Thief on the Cross - Luke 23:40-43  But the other rebuked him, 

saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 

sentence of condemnation?  (41)  And we indeed justly, for we 

are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has 

done nothing wrong."  (42)  And he said, "Jesus, remember me 
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when you come into your kingdom."  (43)  And he said to him, 

"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

b. 1 Corinthians 1:14-17  I thank God that I baptized none of you 

except Crispus and Gaius,  (15)  so that no one may say that 

you were baptized in my name.  (16)  (I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I 

baptized anyone else.)  (17)  For Christ did not send me to 

baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent 

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

c. The work of salvation is completed - John 19:30  When Jesus 

had received the sour wine, he said, "It is finished," and he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

d. Only one way - John 14:5-6  Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do 

not know where you are going. How can we know the way?"  

(6)  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 

e. What if I don’t get baptized? 

i. It is essential for obedience. 

1. 1 John 2:3-5  And by this we know that we have 

come to know him, if we keep his commandments.  

(4)  Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep 

his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in 

him,  (5)  but whoever keeps his word, in him truly 

the love of God is perfected… 

 

6. When should I be baptized? – Immediacy of the early church 

a. The first converts 

i. Acts 2:37-41  Now when they heard this they were cut to 

the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

"Brothers, what shall we do?"  (38)  And Peter said to 

them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 

you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (39)  For the 

promise is for you and for your children and for all who 

are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

himself."  (40)  And with many other words he bore 

witness and continued to exhort them, saying, "Save 

yourselves from this crooked generation."  (41)  So those 

who received his word were baptized, and there were 

added that day about three thousand souls. 



 4 

1. We should be grieved if we have not taken the 

command of Scripture more seriously 

b. Ethiopian 

i. Acts 8:36-40  And as they were going along the road they 

came to some water, and the eunuch said, "See, here is 

water! What prevents me from being baptized?"  (38)  

And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both 

went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 

baptized him.  (39)  And when they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the 

eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  

(40)  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 

passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns 

until he came to Caesarea. 

c. Paul 

i. Acts 9:17-19  So Ananias departed and entered the 

house. And laying his hands on him he said, "Brother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by 

which you came has sent me so that you may regain your 

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  (18)  And 

immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and 

he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized;  

(19)  and taking food, he was strengthened. For some 

days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 

d. Cornelius 

i. Acts 10:47-48  "Can anyone withhold water for baptizing 

these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as 

we have?"  (48)  And he commanded them to be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to 

remain for some days. 

e. Phillipian Jailer 

i. Acts 16:29-33  And the jailer called for lights and rushed 

in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and 

Silas.  (30)  Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, 

what must I do to be saved?"  (31)  And they said, 

"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 

and your household."  (32)  And they spoke the word of 

the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.  (33)  

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed 
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their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his 

family. 

 

7. Unorthodox baptism are not acceptable 

a. Apollos – Acts 18:25  He had been instructed in the way of the 

Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught 

accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only 

the baptism of John. 

b. John’s baptism became not enough – Acts 19:3-5  And he said, 

"Into what then were you baptized?" They said, "Into John's 

baptism."  (4)  And Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism 

of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 

to come after him, that is, Jesus."  (5)  On hearing this, they 

were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

c. Mormon – different terms not the same 

i. Much of the theology of Mormon baptism was 

established during the early Latter Day Saint 

movement founded by Joseph Smith, Jr. According to 

this theology, baptism must be by submersion for the 

remission of sins (meaning that through baptism, past 

sins are forgiven), and occurs after one has shown faith 

and repentance. Mormon baptism does not purport to 

remit any sins other than personal ones, as adherents do 

not believe in original sin.  

d. Jehovah’s witness 

e. Paedobaptism Catholicism not the same 

i. Supposedly confers salvational grace – outside of 

Scripture 

1. heaven vs. limbo 

 

8. Is rebaptism permitted 

a. Acts 19:3-5  And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" 

They said, "Into John's baptism."  (4)  And Paul said, "John 

baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to 

believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus."  

(5)  On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 

 

9. Submission 

a. Not to Pastors but to God 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latter_Day_Saint_movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latter_Day_Saint_movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Smith,_Jr.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_sin


 6 

b. The word makes a commandment 

c. We must live in obedience to every word of God 

 

10. Who is baptism for: 

a. A new convert 

i. repentance 

b. Someone that has not be baptized 

i. repentance 

c. Someone that has an unlawful baptism 

 

  


