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Sacrifice and Satisfaction|The Gospel in Leviticus 

The Scapegoat (Atonement) 
Leviticus 16.5-22 
9.25.16 
 

"He shall take from the congregation of the sons of Israel two male goats for a sin offering and 

one ram for a burnt offering. 6 "Then Aaron shall offer the bull for the sin offering which is for 

himself, that he may make atonement for himself and for his household. 7 "He shall take the two 

goats and present them before the LORD at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 8 "Aaron shall 

cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the scapegoat. 9 "Then 

Aaron shall offer the goat on which the lot for the LORD fell, and make it a sin offering. 10 "But 

the goat on which the lot for the scapegoat fell shall be presented alive before the LORD, to 

make atonement upon it, to send it into the wilderness as the scapegoat. 11 "Then Aaron shall 

offer the bull of the sin offering which is for himself and make atonement for himself and for his 

household, and he shall slaughter the bull of the sin offering which is for himself. 12 "He shall take 

a firepan full of coals of fire from upon the altar before the LORD and two handfuls of finely 

ground sweet incense, and bring it inside the veil. 13 "He shall put the incense on the fire before 

the LORD, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the ark of the testimony, 

otherwise he will die. 14 "Moreover, he shall take some of the blood of the bull and 

sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat on the east side; also in front of the mercy seat he 

shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times. 15 "Then he shall slaughter the goat 

of the sin offering which is for the people, and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood 

as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and in front of the mercy 

seat. 16 "He shall make atonement for the holy place, because of the impurities of the sons of 

Israel and because of their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and thus he shall do for the 

tent of meeting which abides with them in the midst of their impurities. 17 "When he goes in to 

make atonement in the holy place, no one shall be in the tent of meeting until he comes out, that 

he may make atonement for himself and for his household and for all the assembly of 

Israel. 18 "Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it, 

and shall take some of the blood of the bull and of  the blood of the goat and put it on the horns 

of the altar on all sides. 19 "With his finger he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it seven times 

and cleanse it, and from the impurities of the sons of Israel consecrate it. 20 "When he finishes 

atoning for the holy place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall offer the live 

goat. 21 "Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it 

all the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and he 

shall lay them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man 

who stands in readiness. 22 "The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a solitary land; and 

he shall release the goat in the wilderness. 

 

We’re looking at the Book of Leviticus. It’s the manual for public worship. Manuals, unlike 

stories or histories… MANUALS are not really pleasure reading but necessary…and extremely 

valuable when you need one… think of an owner’s manual. 
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In this series we are looking at FIVE Themes – Holiness, Sin, Repentance… today (#4) 

ATONEMENT. This is Yom Kippur, Day of Atonement, (BTW it’s right around the corner Oct 11 & 

12, 2016). 

  

This is the very center of the book thematically. The whole book is structured as a “chiasm” i.e. 

an ancient literary device in which the beginning mirrors the end and all attention is drawn 

toward the center. Yom Kippur IS the center of Leviticus and all our attention is drawn to it…like 

a magnet. 

Atonement: how sin is covered…like we may say at a restaurant “Let me cover this…” It’s the 

payment required for sin…to cover it… It goes back to the garden when the man and woman 

attempted to cover their sin with fig leaves…and God, instead, kills animals and clothes/covers 

the shame and guilt of the man and the woman with the skins of those animals… Sin has a price. 

 

Modern people may have a problem with that NOTION but if you think about it, someone 

ALWAYS pays a price for sin…if a boy throws the proverbial baseball through the proverbial 

window…either he or the homeowner will pay. 

 

OR…if someone hurts you… and later, in a conversation, another person brings up the name of 

the person who hurt you…YOU will then determine WHO will pay for that past hurt – either you 

will roll your eyes at the mention of the offender’s name or say something negative about the 

person who damaged you (IN THAT CASE YOU ARE MAKING HIM PAY) or you will not roll your 

eyes…not say something negative and it will hurt you to deny that impulse and YOU WILL BE 

PAYING THE PRICE OF FORGIVENESS – but someone always pays…someone always covers the 

cost…such is the metaphysical law of guilt and sin. 

 

Today, ATONEMENT – the Sequence, Significance and Consequence. 

 

The Tabernacle… the movable model of Eden….the portable sanctuary, the tent where the 

Presence of God dwelled, that Tent/Tabernacle housed the box…overlaid with gold… the Ark of 

the Testimony. 

 

The lid of that box was called literally “ha kapporeth,” the covering – and it signified the place 

where atonement/cover would take place (thus the English phrase with which you're familiar, 

“mercy seat”)...but literally, “ha kapporeth,” the Covering. 
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Only a priest can enter…once per year. Not everything is specified and later the Hebrew 

Mishnah would try to fill in the gaps (e.g. what to do with the fire pan…it never says to remove 

it). 

 

This central chapter opens with a mention of Aaron’s sons (16.1-3) who died because they 

entered the wrong way into the Holiest Place. There’s a note of mourning/grief as this 

atonement chapter opens.  

 

Aaron has to bathe (not simply the hands) – the whole person. Also, he wears NOT the usual 

royal vestments of the High Priest but earthy, simple linen.  

 

He collects the animals: two goats and a young bull and a ram. He offers the bull for his own sins 

and his family’s. Then some tension – he enters the holiest place with these red-hot coals in a 

shovel and two handfuls of sweet incense. The cloud covers the atonement lid (Mercy Seat) so 

the priest won’t see it and die. He sprinkles the blood of the bull SEVEN TIMES.  

 

Then he casts lots (like flipping a coin) to determine which goat will be sacrificed and which sent 

away. 

 

After the first goat was sacrificed, then the priest puts both hands on the head on the second 

goat and confesses Israel’s sins INTO that goat. (One Mishnah [Rabbinical Tradition] Please God, 

we, Your people the House of Israel, have committed wrongdoing, transgressed, and sinned 

before You. Please God, please forgive the wrongdoing, transgressions and sins that we, Your 

people the House of Israel, have committed, transgressed, and sinned before You. As it is 

written in the Torah of Moses Your servant.) 

 

Then an appointed escort leads that second goat into the wilderness…and drives it outside the 

camp…it carries Israel’s sins. 

 

Now the SIGNIFICANCE of this to the Big Picture:  

 

Why the two goats?? Origen the Church Father who lived a few generations after the apostles 

was fascinated by the TWO GOATS… One he said corresponded to Jesus Christ’s rejection by 

people (the goat that was sent away) and the other corresponded to Jesus Christ’s acceptance 

as a sacrifice (the sin offering). 
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The second goat was the “Azazel” – and at least three modern English translations simply 

transliterate the word and preserve it – v.8 “two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot 

for Azazel.”  (ESV) 

 

The reason they don’t translate it is that no one can agree on the translation…but most scholars 

point out THREE MAIN options for how to translate “Azazel” – 1) It could mean Wilderness 

Demon (see 7.7) – in the sense that… after the priest laid his hands on the goat and confesses 

their sin, this animal becomes the embodiment of evil and will be driven out – sin is cast out of 

the camp in the form of Azazel (“as far as the East is from the West He will remove your sin” Ps 

103). Another option is that Azaz- means “rough or jagged” and “-el” means great. So, this goat 

was to be escorted to a tremendously high, jagged cliff and driven to its death (later – the Jewish 

interpretive traditions say that scarlet cord was tied around the horns and then the goat – 

Azazel – would be escorted to some great cliff and sent to its destruction). And the third option 

is that it means goat of removal but that’s sort of a guess…Origen’s fascination with these two 

goats was IN PART DUE TO THE MYSTERY ABOUT THE MEANING OF THIS WORD. We don’t know. 

 

What we DO know is this… Jesus Christ, right after His public baptism when He Himself agrees to 

identify with sinners (remember, His baptism is sort of opposite ours – in ours we are covered in 

His righteousness and counted righteous but HE IS BEING CLOTHED IN OUR SIN and He is 

identifying with sinners…stepping into our place) and then He is escorted INTO the wilderness 

(“with the wild animals” says Mark) and there He meets a Desert Demon – the Devil himself and 

Jesus Christ is tempted and remains sinless in our place. 

 

Then, having identified with us in Baptism (as it were, agreeing to have MY sins charged to Him 

and to carry MY GUILT) and having met this desert demon, Jesus Christ comes back from the 

desert and goes to His hometown synagogue at Nazareth.  

 

He tells them that He has come to set sinners free… the people of that synagogue squarely 

reject Him and Luke records, “And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they 

heard these things; and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of 

the hill on which their city had been built, in order to throw Him down the cliff.” (Luke 4.28-29) – 

Is Luke showing us that Jesus Christ is our Azazel? That He is in fact both goats – the one driven 

out and rejected by people, bearing our sins, removing our guilt as far as the East is from the 

West…meeting our great Adversary, the embodiment of evil (the Devil) and then returning 

victorious…only to be thrown from a cliff…but …then NOT… He escapes… Why? Because it was 

not yet the DAY OF ATONEMENT… not the opportune moment for the True High Priest to enter 

in behind the veil (which was His own flesh – Heb 10.20)…it was not the fullness of time (Gal 
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4.4). 

 

But He, Jesus Christ, did indeed come to identify with us…to atone for us. He is BOTH our 

scapegoat, who is blamed and who becomes as it were the embodiment of our problem (the 

serpent on the pole – John 3.14-16). “God made Him who knew no sin to BE sin on our behalf, 

so that we might become the righteousness of God IN HIM.” (2 Co 5.21) 

 

 

AND HE is the other goat, the offering for sin… We come to “Jesus, the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.” (Heb 12.24) 

Abel’s blood cried for JUSTICE, Jesus Christ’s blood cries for mercy. 

 

AND HE is the better and final High Priest… Aaron divested Himself of the royal priestly clothing, 

the sash, the ornate robe and the artistic breastplate of gold and the stately turban, and the 

holy crown (Lev. 8.7-9)… Aaron had to take off those majestic clothes and put on simple poor 

man’s linen taken from the earth… and only after the atonement work would Aaron return to 

his former glory. 

 

And SO with Jesus Christ…He humbles Himself…leaves His splendor…wears the clay of our 

humanity…taken from the earth…and trades His crown of glory for a crown of shame, OF 

THORNS…and only AFTER His atoning work does He redress in the Robes of Glory… Hebrews 2: 

“But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, 

because of the suffering of death NOW crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of 

God He might taste death for everyone… bringing many sons to glory.” (9-10) 

 

The Day of Atonement is the central focus of this book we’ve been studying…and this central 

focus points in so many ways to thE Great Central Focus of all human history… to God, paying 

for our sin, covering us, atonement in Jesus Christ. 

 

The great CONSEQUENCE of this Central Focus of Leviticus and of all time… to see Jesus Christ as 

our Azazel, who became sin for us…our great sacrifice who covers us…our Great High Priest… 

THE RESULT OF BELIEVING THIS is CONFIDENCE. Hebrews 10: Therefore, brethren, since we have 

confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus…” Confidence to enter IN! 

 

HIS ATONEMENT…His covering us and paying the price…takes us into the veil… We remember 

what we deserve…we remember Nadab and Abihu (we remember Aaron’s mourning his sons) 

but we also see Him who brings many sons to glory! 
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We are not limited to once per year…holding our breath hoping the priest would come out alive 

but “by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and 

since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 

washed with pure water.” 

 

And this also has the consequence of drawing us together "Let US hold fast the confession of 

our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to 

stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is 

the habit of some, but encouraging one another…(19-25) We are IN IT together. 

 

Our approach to God…as God revealed to Israel and then supremely in Jesus Christ… Our 

approach to God is by atonement. And we are invited and called to live in the confidence of 

Jesus Christ’s atoning life, death and resurrection. 

 

We’re called to take our stand on THIS…not our being especially GOOD people…but our being 

people represented.  

 

And we are called to help one another and to help others… called NOT as “holier than thou” 

people but God’s beloved sinners…whose sin is covered and removed. We are called to be 

confident in what our Blame-Bearer did for us… 

 

AND we are called to help massage it IN to one another…gathering together…not withdrawing 

from one another…but encouraging one another (and OTHERS) in the new way of access. We 

are invited to pray…invited INTO the Presence…to pray for and encourage and stir up one 

another in this confidence. 

 

Thinking of our sins removed as far as the East is from the West by our Azazel…no fear of 

punishment…our sacrifice is accepted and the best attested historical fact from the ancient 

world SPEAKS to us – Jesus Christ is risen from the dead…the sacrifice is accepted…we are 

atoned…we are covered. 

 


