
 

LORD’S DAY 27    (Galatians 3:13-29)                                                                                                          Songs:    256   338   425   14 
 

             BLESSEDNESS OF THE TRUTH: THE COVENANT BASIS FOR INFANT BAPTISM 
 

Intro: - Jesus instituted baptism as a sign and seal that we have been baptized into Christ. We focus on Q.A. 74 because so many churches          
today reject infant baptism.  THERE IS BY GRACE ONE PEOPLE, ONE SIGN, AND GOD WORKS IN THE LINE OF GENERATIONS. 
 

I.  THE ONE COVENANT OF GOD. 
     A. There are those who reject infant baptism, practicing only adult baptism.   

1. Their argument is that the NT teaches only the baptism of believers (Mk.16:16). 
2. Behind this argument is a wrong reading of Scripture, emphasizing the difference between the OT and the NT. 
3. They insist that there are two peoples of God, two different seeds of Abraham: the Jews and the Church. 
4. The Jews are the real and natural Israel with special privileges, promise, and future. 
5. Believers in the new dispensation are called ‘seed’ only in a figurative &spiritual sense. 
6. But what is wrong with this reading of Scripture is that the new covenant is not new or different but fulfillment (Lu.24:44,45) 

     B. Scripture teaches that there is one covenant of God and one covenant people.            
          1. God’s covenant is a relationship of friendship that God establishes with his people in Christ (Gen.17:7, James 2:23). 
          2. The seed of Abraham is not the Jews, but the elect, children of the promise in OT and NT (Rom.4:11-16). 
          3. For awhile the seed of Abraham were found primarily among Abraham’s descendants as they are now among all nations. 
          4. The children of the promise are at all times only the believers! These & these only are the seed of Abraham (Rom.9:6-8). 
          5. There is then only one covenant of God and one covenant people of God with whom he establishes his covenant (Gal.3). 
          6. To this one seed there is one and the same promise, and one way to obtain the promise: righteousness which is of faith. 
     C. A three-fold ground for the baptism of infants: 
          1. Children are included in the covenant and church of God. 
          2. The promise of the covenant is for them as well as for the adult: redemption and the Holy Spirit. 
          3. Baptism as a sign of the covenant, like circumcision, must therefore be applied to them. 
 

II. THE ONE COVENANT SIGN.  

A.  There is essentially only one sign of the covenant, ALTHOUGH ITS FORM CHANGED in harmony of the two dispensations. 
1. Circumcision, a bloody rite was performed in the OT, pointing forward to the blood of Jesus Christ that must be shed. 
2. Baptism with water is the form of the sign in the new dispensation. No more blood needs or can be given. 
3. Scripture in Col. 2:11,12 teaches that baptism has the same significance as circumcision: one sign administered in 2 ways. 
4. Both forms of the one sign point to the inward work of God on the heart: of regeneration and sanctification, love of God. 

     B. The LORD included children in the covenant upon whom the sign must be placed: 
1. God commanded Abraham to circumcise the male children in his household as a sign of his covenant. 
2. In I Cor. 10:2 we read “and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea”: a baptism that included infants. 
3. In the NT, there are the household baptisms of Cornelius, Lydia, and the Philippian jailer. But were there infants there? 
4. In Luke 18:15 we read of believing parents bringing infants to Jesus to bless, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

     C. A sign of remission of sins: 
          1. In Acts 2:38, baptism is a sign of the remission of sins, the righteousness that is by faith. 
          2. In Gal. 3:27 baptism is the sign of putting on Christ, that is, being renewed in him. 
          3. Baptism has forced circumcision out of the way. When baptism came, circumcision must be discarded. 
          4. Baptism is a sign which shows how we enter the kingdom: passively, without knowledge and by the power of grace alone. 
          5. There is only one way to receive the kingdom: as a little child, without works, without any effort of our part. 
     D. In the line of our generations. 
          1. This is evident in the mother promise of Gen. 3:15, “enmity between thee & the woman, between thy seed & her seed.” 
          2. God is pleased to work in the line of generations: he says to Abraham, “with thee and thy seed after thee.” 
          3 “The promise is to you and to your children…”(Act2:39). 
          4. This does not mean that all the children according to our flesh are spiritual children or are in the covenant! 
          5. Not presumption, but the promise of God is the reason we baptize our children.  
          6. Not the faith of the child, but the faith of believing parents. We hold God to his promise “in the line of generations.” 
          7. The sign and seal of the covenant is a savor of life for the children of the promise, a savor of death to the reprobate! 
 

III. THE PRACTICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
     A. We must have the right understanding of our covenant children for their proper instruction. 
          1. Our children are not to be viewed as little vipers or heathens. 
          2. We must view our covenant children as God’s children who are elect.  
          3. We know that there may be some reprobate among them. We do presume that they are all elect. 
          4. We treat them as God’s children with the privileges and obligations.  
          5. We submit to God’s sovereignty in the election and salvation of children. Only by grace does he save any of our children! 
     B. Demands are placed upon parents in baptism! 
          1. These parents present their children before the Lord in the church. This is not an option, but a demand. 
          2. The parents make promises before God, solemn promises! 
          3. We to the utmost of our ability promise to bring up these children in the truths confessed in our churches (Eph.6:4). 
          4. Parents do this day and night in their covenant homes. We are thankful that God has given us our Chr. schools to help. 
     C. Demands are also placed upon our children.  
          1. Our children have the obligation to honor God and obey their parents and those in authority (Eph.6:1-3). 
          2. Our children and teens must show the evidence of this mark in daily living. 
          3. When reaching years of discretion, these young people confess their faith. 


