
 

“Glory in the Cross” 

Galatians 6:11-14 

(Preached at Trinity, September 15, 2013) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. With Verse 11 Paul begins to draw his epistle to a close. Most of Paul’s letters were 

dictated to a secretary or amanuensis. But here he takes up the pen himself –  

"See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand."  
 A. This was consistent with his other letters 

  1 Corinthians 16:21 NAU - "The greeting is in my own hand-- Paul."  
Colossians 4:18 NAU - " I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand." 
Philemon 1:19 NAU - "I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand"   
2 Thessalonians 3:17 NAU - "I, Paul, write this greeting with my own 
hand, and this is a distinguishing mark in every letter; this is the way I 
write."  

 B. It has been suggested that Paul had poor vision—possibly some eye disease.  

Galatians 4:13-15 NAU - "but you know that it was because of a bodily 
illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time;  14 and that which 
was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but 
you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.  15 Where 
then is that sense of blessing you had? For I bear you witness that, if 
possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me."  

2. As he closes out the letter he once again calls into question the motives of these false 

teachers that had infiltrated the church. 

A. They were vainly preaching the Law in order to avoid being persecuted by the 

Jews. The were nothing more than man-pleasers.  

Galatians 6:12 NAU - "simply so that they will not be persecuted for the 
cross of Christ."  

B. They were also filled with hypocrisy. They were preaching the Law, but they 

were only preaching a selected portion of the Law. To seek God’s favor by 

keeping the Law it is essential to keep the whole Law. 

Galatians 6:13 NAU - " For those who are circumcised do not even keep 
the Law themselves"  
Galatians 5:3 NAU - "And I testify again to every man who receives 
circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law."  
Galatians 3:10 NAS - "For as many as are of the works of the Law are 
under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not abide by 
all things written in the book of the law, to perform them." 

C. Their motivation was to boast in the circumcision of these Gentile Christians in 

order to gain favor with unbelieving Jews.   

Galatians 6:13 NAU - "but they desire to have you circumcised so that 
they may boast in your flesh."  
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3. But Paul always and forever had but one boast: 

Galatians 6:14 NAU - "But may it never be that I would boast, except in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world."  

 

I. First of all, to appreciate the cross we have to understand the wretchedness of our 

condition 

A. Human beings are notorious for prideful thoughts regarding out religious 

accomplishments 

  1. Some boast in their church 

 Perhaps their beautiful church buildings.  

 Perhaps the preacher.  

 Some boast in the programs of their church.  
2. Some boast in their own religious accomplishments 

 Perhaps their rise in ecclesiastical leadership 
o I’m a  pastor or I’m a deacon 

o I’m a prominent member of the choir 

3. Some boast in their particular doctrinal persuasion 

 I’m Baptist or Presbyterian or Catholic 

 I’m Reformed, Dispensational 

4. Some boast in their personal piety and religious works. They see their 

personal merits as worthy of praise. They fail to see how utterly vile they 

truly are.  

 B. Few see just how vile the human heart is and the vanity of mere religion.  

1. Mere religion only makes the human heart more proud.  

   a. Look to the Scribes and Pharisees 

Luke 18:11-13 NAU - "The Pharisee stood and was praying 
this to himself: 'God, I thank You that I am not like other 
people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector.  12 'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.'  
13 "But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was 
even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating 
his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!"  

b. Jesus reserved some of His harshest words for these religious 

hypocrites. 

2. Free grace is hard for us to accept. It humbles us, empties us of all of 

everything of which we might boast. This is why the doctrine of God’s 

sovereign grace is so despised. We want to hold on to our own autonomy 

and make God subject to our choice of Him. 

 C. The Christian is the one who sees himself in desperate need 

  1. He sees himself as wretched and guilty but having nothing to bring 

He has a debt that is infinite in scope but doesn’t have a penny towards 

meeting the debt.  

2. He sees the Day of Reckoning as looming quickly before him and he can 

hear the words, “Guilty! Guilty! Guilty!”  
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3. And then he hears the Gospel and they One who says, “I will pay your 

debt.” He sees the bloody cross where the sacrifice of atonement was 

made and the full satisfaction of God’s justice was accomplished.  

 He rises up and shouts, “O blessed cross.” 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross, 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my god: 
All the vain things that charm me most,  
I sacrifice them to His blood. (Isaac Watts) 
 

4. To boast in the cross would have been offensive to a Roman and many 

others in Paul’s day. The cross was a place where they executed common 

criminals. It was a place looked upon with disgust as a place of shame for 

the cursed and condemned to die.  

 F.F. Bruce writes (NIGTC p.271) – “It is difficult, after sixteen centuries 

and more during which the cross has been a sacred symbol, to realize the 

unspeakable horror and loathing which the very mention or thought of the 

cross provoked in Paul’s day. The word crux was unmentionable in polite 

Roman society.” 

5. The lost man sees no value in the cross 
1 Corinthians 1:18 NAU - "For the word of the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God."  

D. Paul saw the cross as the most glorious object of contemplation.  

1. To see the excellence of the cross drives a nail in any other confidence.  

2. It is sad when you ask a professing Christian, “What place does the cross 

have in your salvation” and they are at a loss for words. 

3. For the Christian the cross becomes greater than anything else.  

1 Corinthians 2:2 NAU - "For I determined to know nothing among 
you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."  

 

II. To glory in the cross alone is to give up everything to Christ 

Galatians 6:14 NAU - "through which the world has been crucified to me, and I 
to the world."  
A. The cross changes everything. 

 1. Everything takes on a new meaning in the shadow of the cross. 

2. Paul is actually describing three crucifixions in Verse 14 – the crucifixion 

of Christ, the crucifixion of the world, and the crucifixion of the Christian. 

B. The crucifixion of the world. When Paul saw the wonder of Christ and His death 

upon the cross the world lost its appeal. 

"through which the world has been crucified to me."  
1. The “world” speaks of all that is opposed to God. It speaks of everything 

outside of Christ of which fallen humanity boasts. For Paul, it included all 

of his proud accomplishments as a former Pharisee. He now declared them 

to be rubbish in light of the cross. 
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Philippians 3:8 NAS - "More than that, I count all things to be loss 
in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,"  

2. But the world is full of lies and deceptions that deny the value of the cross 

and keep men from Christ. The world is full of hedonistic pleasures and 

material treasures that entice and promise happiness. It is all a lie.  

The cross has the power to deliver us from this world.  

John 17:15-16 NAU - "I do not ask You to take them out of the 
world, but to keep them from the evil one.  16 "They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world."  

3. John spoke of the nature of this world: 

1 John 2:16 NAU - "For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh 
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the 
Father, but is from the world."  

4. “The lust of the flesh” – Paul describes these things in 5:19-21. They 
describe the sinful passions of the flesh. These things are the way of the 

world. But in Christ we are mortifying these things. 

Galatians 5:24 NAU - "Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires."  

5. “the lust of the eyes” – describes the uncontrollable passion for the 
things of this world.  

a. Why would we seek the kingdom of this world when the Kingdom 

of God has been given to us? 

Matthew 6:33 NAS - "But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you."  

b. Calvin: “Whoever has been cut to the quick and overwhelmed with 

a sense of his own sin will surely seek the grace offered to him in 

Jesus Christ, and the world will be worth nothing to him. The 

reason that we are so cold and so slow to accept the riches that God 

offers us is that we are preoccupied with the things of this world. 

Indeed, we value this world too highly. What makes us do this? It 

is because we do not know what priceless riches God is offering 

us.” 

c. The things of this world deceive us into thinking they are the great 

source of meaning and value. Jesus referred to the “deceitfulness 

of riches.” 

Matthew 13:22 KJV - "He also that received seed among 
the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and 
he becometh unfruitful."  

  6. “the pride of life” – the desire to receive the approval of this world 

a. In light of the cross of Christ Paul had nothing else of which to 

boast.  

b. In light of the cross the approval of God far exceeds the approval 

of man.  
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C. The cross puts the end to self – the crucified life – “and I to the world."  
  1. Those who are in Christ have shared in His death – they have died to self. 

   This was the teaching of our Lord 

Matthew 16:24-25 NAU - "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  25 "For 
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his 
life for My sake will find it."  

2. For Paul, his life was consumed in Christ 

Romans 6:6 NAU - "knowing this, that our old self was crucified 
with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so 
that we would no longer be slaves to sin;"  
Galatians 2:20 NAU - "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself up for me."  
Galatians 5:24 NAU - " Now those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires."  

3. Philip Ryken (Reformed Expository Commentary, Page 277)  

 “As Christians we no longer think the way the world thinks talk the way 

the world talks, or misbehave the way the world misbehaves. We no 

longer take comfort in the comforts the world has to offer. We no longer 

value what the world values. We no longer care what the world thinks at 

all because we have been crucified to the world.” 

 

Conclusion: 
1. Paul’s point is Jesus Christ has rescued us from this present world and all of the vanities 

of it.  

Galatians 1:4 NAU - "who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us 
from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,"  

2. We have been recreated—a new creation. It isn’t the outward actions of men that we 

boast in. Our boast is in the work of God through the power of the cross.  

Galatians 6:15 NAU - "For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, 
but a new creation."  

3 The cross of Christ is despised by most but for us it is our life. Through the cross we find 

forgiveness and freedom—freedom from sin and condemnation, and freedom to live for 

Christ.  

 Jesus Christ has captured our affections and allegiances. In Him we make our boast. God 

forbid that we should glory in anything else. 

 

 

 

 

 


