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KJV – I Thessalonians 4:13-18  

 

Revelation Prophecy Study – Lesson-1                                                                                                                    
“Pre-Tribulation Rapture” 

Introduction: 

     Every theological camp or group has their own thoughts on the “Rapture” of the Church. There 
are some at say no rapture at all, in fact there are some that say no tribulation at all or that we are 
going through the tribulation now. Then there are those that hold to a mid or a post rapture idea. In 
that the Church will be translated at the midway point of the seven years or at the end of the 
tribulation. This lesson is a brief overview of the Biblical teaching of  pre-tribulation rapture 
doctrine. Which is the doctrine that states the Church will be raptured prior to the Tribulation 
Period.   

     There are many apologetic vindications for the doctrine of a pre-tribulation translation of the 
Church. However the main argument for this view of a pre-tribulation (Rapture) translation of the 
church can be seen from Paul’s two letters to the Church at Thessalonica.  

     Using both of these Epistles we will see Paul’s vindication of this doctrine. First Thessalonians 
contains five chapters; using the King James Version let us look at the thought that each chapter 
closes with.  

CHAPTER 1 

I Thessalonians 1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come. This chapter ends with the awaiting and the longing for 
the appearing of the LORD Jesus Christ which is a recurring theme in the Thessalonian letters. This 
passage indicates the immanency of the deliverance and it was something that the Apostle Paul felt 
could happen within his lifetime.  

     Paul writes to wait for His Son which delivered us from the wrath to come. This could very well 
have a dual meaning in the sense that in Christ and through Christ we can expect to overcome the 
current distress of these present times.  

Romans 7:24 

24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  

     This is of course speaking of the victory over death and the grave in Christ Jesus our LORD and 
Saviour. 
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Colossians 1:13 

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son: 

     This verse is not speaking of the power of darkness in the sense of the physical death. However 
this is speaking of the victory over the spiritual death once we have been translated into His 
kingdom by the new birth of the will and work of God. So therefore it is speaking of the second 
death. 

     But I do believe since within the context Paul is speaking about waiting for His Son from heaven, 
he is actually speaking of a return in which He rescues the Body of Christ from the time of trouble. 
Thus exempting His bride from the impending distress to come in the sense of God pouring out His 
wrath upon the earth during Daniel’s 70th Week. 

CHAPTER 2 

I Thessalonians 2:19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?  - This chapter ends with the longing of the hope of 
the coming of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     The same theme is clearly seen here at the end of this chapter which His Saints who have trusted 
in Him for their hope of eternal life will have awaiting at the finish line the righteous wreath, that 
crown of rejoicing that celebrates salvation’s victory in Christ over Satan and mankind’s 
persecution of the believers. This wonderful crown of rejoicing is the crown of exultation.                                                                                                                                      

CHAPTER 3 

I Thessalonians 3:13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, 
even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. – Chapter three ends our 
completion in holiness at the coming of the LORD Jesus Christ. 

     The final product to which God has purposed according to the counsel of His Own Will. We long 
and await for His Son to remove us from this world and present us unblameable in holiness to God 
the Father. This is not the second coming, but the wonderful event that occurs in which the body of 
Christ is glorified in heaven. Where every Saint of God will appear before the Judgment Seat of 
Christ afterwards we will be presented as the Bride to the Son of God.  

CHAPTER 4 

I Thessalonians 4:13-18  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we  
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which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 
Chapter four ends with a foreshadowing of event, where Paul says that the living will but precede 
them which are asleep. But that the dead in Christ will rise first, then we which are alive shall be 
caught up together with them to meet the LORD in the air.   
 
CHAPTER 5 

I Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Chapter five of 
First Thessalonians ends with also speaking of us being reserved blameless unto the coming of the 
LORD Jesus Christ.  

     This is what every believer should be longing for. The blessed fulfillment of the hope, the 
resurrection of the Saints. After the dead in Christ come forth, their spirits, already with the LORD; 
they will be resurrected with new bodies.  

I Corinthians 15:35 

35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come? 

     This passage along with many others like John 14:1-3 and I Corinthians 15:51-52 forms the 
Biblical basis for the teaching of the “Rapture” of the Church.  

I Corinthians 15:51-56 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 

     The time of the rapture cannot be conclusively determined from this passage alone. However 
when other types and picture alone with other verse such as Revelation 3:10 and John 14:3 are 
consulted and compared to the texts about the LORD’s coming in judgment at the end of the Seven 
Year Tribulation it has to be noted that there is a clear difference between the character of the 
“Rapture” of the Church with His return in the clouds and the Second Coming upon the white horse 
with the Saints to do battle against the Anti-christ. Thus the “Rapture” has been described as a pre-
tribulational event prior to the wrath of God being unfolded upon sin.  
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CHAPTER 1 

II Thessalonians 1:10 When He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. This first chapter of the 
book of Second Thessalonians ends with speaking of Him being glorified in His saints when He shall 
come.  

     This final event just before that time of trouble starts includes the completed transformation of 
the Body of Christ taken away into heaven in a union with the LORD Jesus Christ that will never 
end.  

     Chapter two of II Thessalonians is quite different because throughout the rest of the second 
epistle there is no mention of Him coming to get the saints, only in His final return in His Second 
Coming when He destroys the Anti-Christ with the brightness of His coming. However in verse 8 
that wicked one is revealed. He is the one spoken of in verse four: Who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, shewing himself that he is God. But he is not revealed until verse eight: And then shall that 
Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming.  

     Yet in verse 6 and 7 the restraining force of the Holy Spirit is taken up, and when that occurs all 
those that have been sealed and baptized into the body of Christ by the Holy Spirit will be caught up 
just like the foreshadow Paul gave in I Thessalonians 4:13-17. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words as Paul says in verse 18. We can see clearly that the wicked one, the anti-Christ is not 
revealed until II Thessalonians chapter two and Paul adds in the first epistle a beautiful verse in 
chapter five that we can draw comfort in. I Thessalonians 5:9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation by our LORD Jesus Christ.  

     We can clearly see from studying the two epistle of Paul to the Thessalonians that no, the word 
rapture is not mentioned, however the clear cut doctrine of a translation of the body of Christ prior 
to that wicked one being revealed is clearly taught.  

     There are many other reasons for the apologetic argument for the teaching of a pre-tribulation 
rapture or the translation of the body of Christ, such as Revelation, the church is mentioned 19 
times in the first four chapters. Then John is caught up into the third heaven before the throne to 
see the things that would come. These events are the unfolding of the 7 year tribulation or Daniel’s 
70th week.  

     The Church as a whole in not mentioned again until Revelation 19, where they will return with 
Christ in His Second Coming. Revelation 19:14 - And the armies which were in heaven followed him 
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. We know from Zechariah 14 that at this 
coming the armies of heaven are the saints of God. Zechariah 14:5c - and the LORD my God shall 
come, and all the saints with thee. 
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     It is amazing to see how Jesus spoke of His own return in Matthew 24 verses 29 through 31. He 
tells us His return will be immediately after of tribulation of those days, speaking of that great and 
final day of Jacob’s trouble. Before His return His angels will gather His elect from the four winds of 
heaven to the other.  

Matthew 24:29-31 

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 

30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

     When the LORD of Glory makes His approach to this earth in the consummation of the age at the 
end of the great tribulation His glorified Saints will return with Him in all His Glory. 

Jude 1:14 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints. 

     In conclusion we must let Scripture interpret Scripture and the Bible clearly teaches the doctrinal 
view of a Pre-tribulation Rapture and a literal Second Coming of the LORD Jesus Christ. 

 


