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Message #29                Matthew 8:18-27 

 

All kinds of people talk about discipleship.  Being a disciple is a popular theme.  Books are 

written on the subject and there are several little shot-in-the-arm discipleship courses.  But real 

discipleship is not a quick and easy course.  Real discipleship requires real commitment. 

 

In Matthew chapters 8-12, we are in a section of Scripture in which Jesus Christ is declaring 

Himself to be Israel’s King by signs, wonders and miracles.  He is establishing that He is 

Immanuel–“God with us.”  These five chapters gave Israel a full manifestation that Jehovah-

Jesus was among His people.  He established this with divine power. 

 

In this section we have three separate discipleship scenes.  There were those toying with the idea 

of being Christ’s disciple.  After all, who wouldn’t be drawn to One who could do the miracles.  

Jesus drew a crowd no matter where He was and certain people wanted to be His disciple, at 

least at a surface level. 

 

Now keep in mind when each person approaches Jesus Christ, seemingly wanting to sign up for 

discipleship duty, He knows the inside of their hearts.  In other words, He can look straight into 

the mind and heart of the individual as God and His answers to the person are determined by 

what He sees. 

 

BEING A DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST MEANS ONE BELIEVES IN HIM, ONE  

 FOLLOWS  HIM AND ONE PUTS HIM FIRST IN HIS LIFE. 

 

Now verse 18 sets the stage for this discipleship discussion–Jesus is surrounded by a big crowd 

and He gave orders to get in a boat and go to the other side.  Obviously several people from this 

crowd wanted to go with Him. 

 

SCENE #1 – The  scribe  who wants to follow Jesus.  8:19-20 

 

It becomes quite apparent that this Scribe was, as Gaebelien said, “filled with idle dreams of a 

kingdom to be established” (p. 176).  He wanted in.  He had seen the power Jesus had demonst-

rated and He wanted to travel with Jesus. 

 

Now Christ’s answer gives us some insight as to what was actually in this scribe’s heart.  Appar-

ently he had great expectations of earthly gain, riches and glory.  In other words, his motive for 

linking up with Christ was not really that he wanted to follow Jesus.  We know this because 

when Christ gives him a simple statement for an answer, we never hear from the guy again.  In 

other words, when Christ says I just want you to know that we are not headed for some place or 

plush life, in fact, I don’t even have a house where I regularly sleep, the man takes a hike.  One 

would think if you have just come to terms with the fact that God is present on earth, to which 

you would say, “Who cares?” it doesn’t matter where you end up sleeping, I’m going with you. 
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SCENE #2 – The  disciple  who wants to follow Jesus.  8:21-22 

 

The pronoun “another” means another of a different kind of disciple.  This was not a scribe.  This 

was not a true disciple, either.  There was a different kind of disciple who also wanted to go with 

Jesus, but before he went, he wanted to bury his father. 

 

SCENE #3 – The  disciples  who follow Jesus, learn a lesson of believing in Jesus.  8:23-27 

 

The Greek in verse 23 is interesting because the emphasis is that His real, true disciples got in 

the boat with Jesus and followed Him.  There were no phony disciples who climbed into the 

boat.  So what happens here happened to real disciples. 

 

When they got out into the sea, verse 24 informs us that a great storm hit.  The waves were 

pounding the boat and coming in on top of the deck.  Jesus was obviously exhausted because  

He was down in the boat somewhere sound asleep. 

 

Now verse 25 informs us that His disciples came to Him and woke Him up and said Lord, we  

are perishing.  The tense of the verb perish means they said Lord, we are in the process of being 

utterly destroyed or killed. 

 

Jesus said why are you men so timid, you have such little faith.  This is a nice way of saying 

don’t you realize who is on board here?  I am God.  I am the Creator.  I am Israel’s King.  Why 

would you sweat a storm when you have God in Person in your boat?  

 

Having said that, He talked to the wind and the sea and it obeyed Him.  I challenge any human to 

try this.  Only God can speak to the wind and the sea and have it obey Him.  Everything instantly 

calmed down. 

 

These disciples were beginning to get it.  What kind of man is this that even the winds and the 

sea obey Him?  This was no mere man.  This was the God/man.  This was Jesus, the King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


