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This morning as we prepare to hear from God's word, we are going to be in the book of 1 
John 2. But before we turn there, today this subject matter that we are going to address, 
the concepts that we are going to deal with, there are so many different opinions. In fact, 
today every single one of us has heard a multitude of ideas about the subject matter today
and so I want us just to spend a little time in prayer in just a few moments. It will be very 
quiet in this room, just asking the Lord that the only voice we would hear would be his 
voice; the voices of the past, the voices of the present, the voices of friends, the voices of 
family, the voices of experts, that all those voices would be silenced and that the only 
voice we would hear would be his. So I'm going to invite you to pray with me. It will be 
very quiet for just a few moments as we pray silently and then I'll close us.

Lord, as we acknowledge the deafening silence in this room, it is my prayer that that 
would be those voices would make all other voices be silent today. May no concepts, no 
ideas, Lord, I pray that as we open your word, that it would only be your voice that we 
would hear; it would only be your word that we pay attention to. God, we know that you 
want to speak into our lives today. I pray that you would give us the ears to hear. It is in 
the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to open to 1 John 2. We're going to be in verses 18
through 29 and in just a few moments, we are going to participate in an activity of 
worship that has been happening in the church of Jesus Christ for roughly 2 millennia. 
We're going to experience the preaching of the word of God. We are going to read verses,
we're going to expound on those verses, we're going to study what those verses mean in 
our life. This is not something that we just came up with one day and said this is a great 
idea, this is what Jesus actually modeled for us. In fact, in Luke 4 at the very beginning of
his ministry, he opened up what we know as the scroll of Isaiah. He read a few verses 
from chapter 61 and then he shared with the crowd that was gathered what those verses 
meant. Now, that's not the only avenue by which Jesus communicated truth, nor the early 
apostles, the early church or the last 2,000 years of church history. In fact, as you read 
through the Gospels, one of the things that you'll notice is one of the ways that Jesus most
effectively communicated truth was by answering questions that people had just as they 
were walking throughout the course of the day.

For those of you that are first-time guests or visitors, I love what we are about to do here 
on Sunday morning. Don't get me wrong but my favorite part of the week is on what we 
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know as Wednesday night when you have the opportunity just to ask any question you 
want about what the Bible says, how does the Bible address this, what is Christian 
tradition, what might this or that be? In fact, over the last 20 years, the Lord has kind of 
allowed me that opportunity whether it was in a youth camp environment, a college Bible
study, Senior adult revival or multiple generations, and it didn't matter, just the 
opportunity over 20+ years to have people in an environment where they could ask me 
any question they wanted about what the Bible said about various subject matter. Now, 
over the course of those years, literally thousands and thousands of questions have been 
asked and over the course of those years, thousands of people have asked those questions,
but if you were to take them and to categorize them or begin to quantify the questions 
that have been asked, there is a certain subject matter that always rises to the top as far as 
the frequency of which the subject is asked. Now, there are lots of different ways the 
question can be asked but really the subject matter that is at hand is: what is or is there a 
security in our relationship in Jesus Christ? 

Let me ask you how those questions can be asked, such as: can I lose my salvation? Is it 
possible I have committed the unpardonable sin? I know I got saved some time ago but 
I've done this since, does that void out my salvation? Is there a means or ways of which I 
have voided that which I believed to be true? And you see the variety of questions that 
can arise and generally speaking, the overall number one most question asked in all of 
those years is about our relationship or our security in our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Well, here in 1 John 2, beginning in verse 18, it actually addresses that issue in our life. It
says,

18 Little children, it is the last time: and as you have heard that antichrist 
shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it 
is the last time. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they
went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 20 
But we have an unction from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I 
have not written unto you because you know not the truth, but because you
know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he that denieth 
that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the 
Son. 23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he
that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 24 Let that therefore 
abide in you, which you have heard from the beginning. If that which you 
have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, you also shall continue
in the Son, and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he has  
promised us, even eternal life. 26 These things have I written unto you 
concerning them that seduce you. 27 But the anointing which you have 
received of him abideth in you, and you need not that any man teach you: 
but as the same anointing teaches you of all things, and is truth, and is no 
lie, and even as it has taught you, you shall abide in him. 28 And now, 
little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have 
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 29 If you know 
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that he is righteous, you know that every one that doeth righteousness is 
born of him. 

Now, this passage of Scripture as we are going to see in just a moment, uses language 
and terminology that are found nowhere else in Scripture but I believe it concludes with 
giving us a great assurance of our relationship with Jesus Christ. So here's what I would 
like to do today: I want to look at the bad news and I want to look at the good news. Two 
sides of the coin of life today. 

Let's begin with the bad news. The first aspect of the bad news according to verse 18 is 
that you and I live in a day of darkness. Notice what it says in verse 18, "Little children, it
is the last time." In fact, the very last statement of verse 18 says, "we know that it is the 
last time." Now, as you study throughout the Scriptures, you will find a variety of phrases
such as "the day of the Lord, the day of Christ, the last days, the last time." There are a lot
of these language concepts or phrases that speak of the end days or the last days, but here 
in this passage, it says we know we are in the last time. Chronologically speaking, this 
phrase is a time period from the ascension of Jesus Christ to the soon return of Jesus 
Christ. In other words, it was no less or no more the last time three days after his 
ascension than it will be three days before his return. That terminology just means this 
time frame between his going up and his one day coming down.

Now, it's not just the chronology though that is critical for us to understand but it's the 
content of these days. Notice the language that is used here, that there is an antichrist that 
one day is coming but there are antichrists that are now; they have departed from us 
because they were never a part of us. And I think one of the ideas that we need to 
desperately dismiss in our life is this idea that the world is full of light and every now and
then darkness shows up and messes up everything. No. In fact, what we see in Scripture 
is much the opposite. We live in a world of darkness that only by the light of Jesus Christ 
can anything be opposite thereof.

Allow me to illustrate. Jesus in the Gospel of John 1 said that he was the light that came 
to the darkness but the darkness comprehended it not. He even went on later to say in 
John 8 that he is the light of the world. In Matthew 5, in what we know as the Sermon on 
the Mount, he spoke of those who were following him, he said, "You are the light and 
yes, the salt of the earth." In fact, you get to 2 Corinthians 4, it says that Satan is the god 
of this world, and it says that he has blinded those to the truth of Jesus Christ. Now, I 
don't think I'm the only one in the room in this analogy but does it just appear in your 
world as you watch the news, as you read what's happening, does it just seem that our 
world has become incredibly spiritually blind? They cannot see truth when it is 6 inches 
right in front of them. You say, "How could they not see what is really true?" According 
to 2 Corinthians 4:4 it says because Satan has blinded their eyes. But the next verse, verse
5 says lest the glorious light of Jesus Christ be preached and spoken unto them. So what 
we see is that you and I live in a day of darkness. From the ascension of Jesus to the 
return of Jesus, it is a day or it is a time period of darkness that only the light of Jesus in 
our or any believer's life can penetrate the darkness. 
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Now, Jesus told us this was the way it was going to be. In fact, in John 12:35 and 36, he 
said that while he was ministering, while he was present on the earth, that it was the day 
the light had come to earth. Now, interesting when Jesus said that it was daytime since he
was there, in Malachi 4 it said that when he would come, Jesus the Messiah would be the 
sun, s-u-n, of righteousness. Then in Matthew 17 when he takes Peter, James and John on
the Mount of Transfiguration, it says his garments shown as the sun, s-u-n. Then in 
Revelation 1, when the Apostle John has the vision on the island of Patmos, it says his 
countenance was as the sun, s-u-n. What's important there is that it was not only 
prophesied but realized that he would be the light that comes into a dark world, but in 
John 12 he made this statement: that darkness would follow. He said that though while he
was here it was day, but darkness would come. In fact, in John 9 he said night cometh. 
The illustration that you and I have before us is that when Jesus Christ ascended on high 
in Acts 1, and one day when he returns in Revelation 19, that between those two time 
periods we live in a day of darkness. We don't live in a day of light where occasionally 
darkness messes things up, we live in a day of darkness where the light of Jesus Christ 
must penetrate. 

That's the first part of the bad news, here's the second part: it's not only a day of darkness,
according to this passage, we live in a day of deception. Notice it says there that there 
will be this antichrist figure who will show up. In fact, it says in verse 18 even now there 
are many antichrists. Then in verse 19 it says, "They went out from us, but they were not 
of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they 
went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us." Now, in this 
passage of Scripture, there is a singular and there is a plural that is utilized. The singular, 
that antichrist who one day will come, and antichrists, plural, who are already among us. 
And for us to understand what is already among us, we must grasp what the Bible says is 
one day to come. The concept, the idea, the terminology known as the antichrist, believe 
it or not is not even found in the book of Revelation. It's not there. In fact, in 1 John 2 and
later in 2 John 9, these are the only places in your Bible where the term "antichrist" is 
used. The other terminologies that are utilized for this character in Scripture, Jesus called 
him the son of perdition. He called him the man of sin. 2 Thessalonians uses the same 
terminology in chapter 2. When you get to Revelation 13, he is called the beast. So son of
perdition, man of sin, beast, this antichrist figure, the Bible makes it very clear there is 
coming a day sometime in the future when a single personality will arise and he will 
somehow with his sphere of influence and power, that he will garnish the entire world 
under his control.

Now, one of the things that when we hear the term "antichrist," we have this visual that 
he will show up in a red suit with horns and a long tail or something. That's not the 
picture the Bible gives us. In fact, the Bible gives us much the opposite picture in 2 
Thessalonians 2, it says when the antichrist shows up, he does so with lying signs and 
wonders. You get to Revelation 13, it says there is even a deadly wound that is healed. 
What is so significant about that is the term "antichrist" does not mean "against Christ," it
means "not Christ." In other words, I believe the biblical picture that you have of this one
day "world leader" is that he will come not completely against the "things of God" as 
much as he comes claiming that he is God. In fact, in 2 Thessalonians 2 it speaks of a 
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prophecy in Daniel 9 that he will go into the temple that Revelation 11 describes, he will 
perform what Jesus called the abomination of desolation in Matthew 24, and he will 
declare he is God.

What's so important to understand? When you look at this figure known as the antichrist 
who one day will show up on the scene, there is a phrase that comes to mind. I don't 
know who first shared this with me some years ago but it really works with this analogy: 
if it walks like a duck and it talks like a duck, it may not be a duck. In other words, it 
sounds like the things of God, it sounds like what we want to hear but it's really not 
authentic and it's really not real. In fact, I believe one day when this antichrist figure 
shows up, the world will receive him as the Messiah they wanted Jesus to be when he 
first came. Have you ever thought about that? Jesus walks on water. He heals the lame. 
He multiplies food, gets money out of a fish's mouth and they say, "We want you to take 
over the Romans." In other words, "We would rather you wear a crown." He said, "But I 
need to go to the cross for if I do not go to the cross, what good is a crown?" What good 
does it do him to reign if we are lost in our sins?

But as we transition to this plural "antichrists," it says this is what is among us now. Not 
the antichrist figure that we just studied but it says around us today are these antichrists 
and according to verse 19, it says they went out from us because they were never a part of
us. It's like Jesus taught in the parable of the wheat and the tares, that the enemy comes in
and he sows those tares that look authentic, they look real, they talk the talk, they 
supposedly walk the walk, but notice what it said here in this passage: they were never a 
part of us.

So what is the bad news today? That until Jesus Christ returns, it is a day of darkness that 
only the light of Jesus Christ in the "church of Jesus Christ" can illuminate the darkness. 
And it's a day of deception, that we will continually have individuals and entities in our 
lives who will rise up and they will give great religious verbiage and they will 
communicate things that sound a lot like we hoped them to sound but we find out later 
they are not truly authentic. You see, the same struggle they had 2,000 years ago is the 
same struggle we have today. It's a day of darkness. It's a day of deception.

Ah, but here's the good news: there is some good news in this passage because it 
transitions to say, but that's not who we are. We have the Holy Spirit in our lives. We 
have been anointed. We don't have anybody need of teaching us but the Holy Spirit. So 
what's the good news? The good news is simply this: that we could have absolute 
assurance of our relationship with Jesus Christ. Why? Because it says that which departed
from was never actually a part of. There is a statement that is very near and dear to my 
heart, in fact so much so that I title the message of this today because I knew dozens of 
you would come up to me afterwards and say, "What is actually that statement that you 
utilized?" It's a faith that fickles before the finish was false from the first. A faith that 
fickles before the finish was false from the first.

Now, I want you to think about the terminologies that are used in Scripture to describe a 
believer in Jesus Christ. By the way, did you know the phrase "I became a Christian" is 
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not anywhere found in your Bible? The phrases, the words that are used are: born again, 
regenerated, saved, reconciled. Now, here's what's important about those words: read 
through your New Testament, start in Matthew and end in Revelation, and find anybody 
who gets unborn again. Find anybody who gets unregenerated. Find anybody who gets 
unreconciled. Find anybody. In fact, you don't discover anybody, much the opposite, you 
find a guy in 1 Corinthians 5 that is committing a sin that is so destructive to the local 
church the Apostle Paul says, "We need to remove him from, so the flesh can be 
destroyed," listen, "but the spirit be saved." Nowhere in that passage does the Apostle 
Paul say, "Well, yup, he is now unborn again or he is unreconciled." No, he never made a
reference at all. In fact, the assurance that we see is that if that relationship has been 
established, if we have understood that we are a sinful person and that only Jesus Christ 
can save us, we have been born again, we have been regenerated, we have been 
reconciled and in that relationship, as we are going to see in a moment, there may be 
some good days and some bad days but nonetheless we are still in a relationship with 
him.

I cannot tell you how many times people have come up to me with questions such as this,
this is private, not just in a group setting, saying, "Well, Jeff, there was a time when I got 
saved years ago and my life has really taken a bad turn for the worse. Is what I did then, 
is it still good today? Or Jeff, is it possible that I found myself a couple of years ago 
involved in this particular sin, is there any way that somehow voided what Jesus has done
in my life?" I've got good news for you. If you're one of those individuals today who has 
ever doubted your salvation, if you're one of those individuals today who has ever been 
really disappointed with how you have lived your life since you were "saved," I've got 
great news for you. I can almost completely assure you that if you've ever doubted, 
questioned or been bothered by it, you're saved. And here's why I know: lost people don't 
ask that question. Lost people, lost people don't come up and say, "Hey, Jeff, I know I 
have never read a Bible, I have never even spoken the name of Jesus, am I still saved?" 
What do lost people say? "How do I get saved?"

Let me give you some illustrations. Acts 16, Paul and Barnabas, they are tethered 
together in the inner parts of the jail. The Lord shows up in a supernatural way. The doors
are opened. The Roman jailer, a pagan of a man shows up and what does he ask? "What 
must I do to be saved?" The rich young ruler shows up to Jesus bragging about how 
religious he has been but Jesus says, "Have you obeyed the commandments?" He says, "I 
have done so since my birth," and he begins to list five or six of those to which Jesus then
says, "Well, go sell everything you have and give it to the poor and life will be good." To 
which the Bible says, "He walked away very despondent because he had great wealth." 
The Bible wasn't saying you've got to give everything away to go to heaven, what Jesus 
revealed in him was that he may have obeyed his parents and he may not have lied but he
had coveted which was breaking one of the 10 Commandments. The reason I bring up the
rich young ruler is that whole conversation begins by this young man coming to Jesus 
and saying, "What must I do to be saved?" And then Nicodemus, a man who was a 
religious leader, a rabbi whom Jesus called a master of Israel. Now, by the way, that's not
a terminology that is found anywhere in ancient Jewish history. It is nowhere found. So 
why would Jesus use it? Many people believe Jesus was acknowledging that Nicodemus 
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was probably the greatest theologian of his day. Nobody knew more about the things of 
God than Nicodemus. Remember what Nicodemus said to Jesus? "How can these things 
be? I don't get what you're trying to communicate to me." You back up to the first part of 
that passage and Nicodemus says, "What must I do to have eternal life?"

Isn't that interesting? Nicodemus, the rich young ruler, the Roman jailer and countless 
others who were lost didn't ask were they still saved, they said, "How do I get saved?" So 
the thing we need to understand, what gives us great assurance today is if there has been a
time and a place in our life where we have acknowledged we were sinful and that Jesus 
Christ is the only one who can absolve us and forgive us and save us of our sins, I've got 
news for you, you're saved and you can be assured that you have entered into a 
relationship with him. Why? Because according to this passage, that which left us was 
never a part of us.

But there is another piece of good news: we don't have to be ashamed. Let me share with 
you what I mean by that. Look at verse 28 of this passage. It says, "And now, little 
children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming." Now, Jesus Christ is going to return one day and 
we're not going to get into the semantics, the chronology and the details of all that this 
morning, but understand that when humanity appears before him, there are two different 
events, two different, for lack of better terms, classifications. At the end of the book of 
Revelation 20, it says that the dead are risen. It says those that hell gives up the dead, the 
sea gives up the dead, small and great and rich and poor, and it says they present 
themselves before the Lord and they are all judged, and according to that passage, they 
are sent to what the Bible calls the lake of fire. That's not the judgment for believers, 
okay? 1 Corinthians 3 beginning in verse 10 says there is no foundation whereby may be 
laid but the foundation of Jesus Christ wherein we, that's believers in Jesus Christ, we 
build on that foundation either wood, hay or stubble or gold, silver and precious jewels, 
and the day comes where one day it shall be tried by fire. In other words, there is coming 
a day as a believer in Jesus Christ where you will meet Jesus face-to-face. Here's what's 
important about that passage. Verse 15 says, yet you shall be saved from fire. In other 
words, this isn't a heaven or hell issue, this is what the Bible calls a reward or opportunity
issue, and when it says here we shall not be ashamed at his coming, notice earlier in this 
passage he says, "I am not writing unto you because you have believed a lie, I'm writing 
unto you because you know the truth. You don't have to be ashamed at his coming." So 
one day as a believer in Jesus Christ, what do you want to present Jesus, wood, hay and 
stubble or gold, silver and precious stones? We don't have to be ashamed.

Allow me to illustrate. Some years ago I heard a story from another pastor. He was 
sharing a story about growing up. He grew up in a single-parent home. His mom didn't 
provide a whole lot as far as material things are concerned. There wasn't a whole lot of 
stuff and finances but he said there was one thing that just really was a joy in his life as a 
young man. He would come home from school and as he stepped onto the back porch he 
could smell chocolate chip cookies, fresh chocolate chip cookies being made inside the 
house. He said it was kind of the luxury they had in their home and he said he he would 
come in and oftentimes he would partake and he would sit at the table with his mom as 
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she was in between jobs or job assignments. He said one day he came home and he 
bundled into the back door and he smelled those cookies and he went darting into the 
kitchen but his mom had a special occasion and she said, "Now son, listen, you can eat 
these at some point but not right now." Now, you do understand what happens when you 
tell a 10-year-old you can't do it right now, right? What a 10-year-old does is they 
discover that as soon I can get you out of earshot or eyesight, I'm going for it and I'm 
going for it as quickly and as quietly as I can. So she got to the back of the house to 
which this young man stepped into the kitchen with as quiet a footsteps as he could. He 
got a little step stool out because he wasn't quite tall enough. He reached up onto the 
counter and he pulled the lid of that cookie jar off and he set it down with what he 
believed was no noise at all. He reached into that cookie jar and as he grabbed the first of 
the chocolate chip cookies, his mom stepped into the kitchen and with the theological 
wisdom of the ages she said, "Son, is that what you want to be doing when Jesus comes 
back for you?" 

Now, I want you to think about that statement. She didn't question his relationship to her. 
She didn't question his being born physically of her. The question was was he being 
faithful and obedient to what she had asked. So let me transition that to you and I today. 
If you're a believer in Jesus Christ, let me ask you a question: have you got your hand in 
the cookie jar? Think about that for a moment. Are there activities in your life that that's 
really what you want to be participating in when the Lord calls you home? Are there 
things that you are promoting, endorsing or advocating, do you really want that cookie in 
your life? 

You see, it says here we need not be ashamed. You see, back in 1 John 1:9, it says if we 
acknowledge that we have sinned and we confess it, he is faithful and he is just to forgive
us. Folks, we can have absolute assurance in our relationship with Jesus Christ but there 
is no reason one day to be ashamed. May we not place or if we have, may we remove our 
hand from the cookie jar of this world.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed as we prepare for our time of 
invitation. You know, maybe you're that individual today and when you hear words like 
or phrases like born again and regenerated and saved and forgiven, you know, maybe 
there is just something that resonates in your mind and says that's something that has 
never taken place in my life, that is something that has never been a part of my life. I've 
got great news for you: it doesn't matter who you are, where you've been, what you've 
been involved with, if you're here this morning and you say, "Do you know what? I know
I have messed up, I know I have sinned. I need Jesus to take care of it," he says he will 
gladly do so.

You say, "Jeff, what do I need to do?" Well, I would encourage you this morning just to 
have a conversation with God. I know technically we call it prayer. You don't have to say
anything out loud, you don't have to say the same words I would say but maybe your 
conversation with God would go a little something like this, you say, "God, today I just 
want to acknowledge what you already know about myself. I'm the problem. I've messed 
up. I have sinned. But God, I also want you to know that I have realized today that there 
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is nothing that I or anybody else can do to solve this problem, only Jesus can. God, I want
you to know I believe today. I believe that Jesus was born and lived to take away my sin 
problem. I believe he went to the cross and he rose from the dead so I could be forgiven. 
And God, today as simply and as completely as I understand, I want to ask you to forgive
me and to save me, not based on what I have or might one day do but based on what 
Jesus has already done on my behalf. God, today I don't have all the answers but I do 
know that Jesus is the only answer for my sin problem. In the best way I know how, I just
want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, in just a few moments I am going to 
pray for us. We are going to stand and sing together as a church body and maybe you're 
that person today who needs to step out and step forward and say, "I made that decision 
in my life today. Or maybe I made that decision weeks or months ago and I need to tell 
somebody about it." Maybe you've got questions. Maybe you've got concerns. We'd love 
the privilege of talking with you, praying with you, or maybe you're that believer who has
said, "Do you know what? I need to be a part of this church. I need to follow in believer's 
baptism. I need to pray with somebody about a struggle." Whatever it may be, we just 
want you to know this is the time to respond to what God has spoken in our lives.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, what a blessing it is to know you haven't 
given up on us, you haven't quit us. You desire today for us not to remain where we are 
but to take us where we need to be. So God, I pray for whatever decision is being 
contemplated, whatever decision is being debated in one's heart and mind, God, I pray 
that your voice would be the only voice that is heard. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we 
pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as we enter our time of invitation. Whatever 
decision, we'll be here at the front.
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