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Part 3 By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, (g) some men and 
angels are predestinated, or foreordained to eternal life through Jesus Christ, to 
the (h) praise of his glorious grace; others being left to act in their sin to their (i) 
just condemnation, to the praise of his glorious justice.   
 
The primary subject, through the end of chapter 3, will be God’s decree in predestination. The 
secondary subject, will be God’s decree in election. God’s decree is unchangeable by outside 
influence in all things, but it is specifically revealed in predestination and election. 
 
3a By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, (g) some men and 
angels are predestinated, or foreordained to eternal life through Jesus Christ, 
 
Predestinate: To predetermine or foreordain; to appoint or ordain beforehand by an 
unchangeable purpose. 
 
Foreordain: To ordain or appoint before; to preordain; to predestinate; to predetermine. 
 
Predetermine: To determine beforehand; to settle in purpose or counsel. To doom by previous 
decree. 
 
(g) Reference 1 Timothy 5:21 and Matthew 25:34 (in context): 

1 Timothy 5:17-22  17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.  18  For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.  19  Against 
an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  20  Them that sin rebuke 
before all, that others also may fear.  21  I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing 
nothing by partiality.  22  Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: 
keep thyself pure.  

 
John Gill on verse 21: “…here all the good angels are designed, called sometimes the holy 
angels, and sometimes the angels in heaven; and here, by the Syriac version, "his angels"; 
either the angels of God, as they are sometimes styled; or the angels of Jesus Christ, being made 
by him, and being ministers to him, and for him; and also "elect", because chosen to stand 
in that integrity and holiness, in which they were created; and to enjoy everlasting 
glory and happiness, while others of the same species were passed by and left to fall 
from their first estate, and appointed to everlasting wrath and damnation: so that it 
may be observed that God's election takes place in angels as well as in men; and which flows from 
the sovereign will and pleasure of God; and was made in Christ, who is their head, and by whom 
they are confirmed in their happy state; and in which they must be considered in the pure mass, 
since they never fell; and which may serve to illustrate and confirm the doctrine of election with 
respect to men.” 

 
2 Peter 2:4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

 
Angels are often thought of as holy beings who are not subject to God’s wrath, living in an 
eternally pure state, but that is not the case. They were created at some time in prehistory, 
(perhaps outside of the timeline we’ve established since the creation of the earth). One of them, 
Satan, sinned and then introduced sin to man. The point here is that all of creation is subject to 
God’s predestination (selection of destination) and God’s election (selection of salvation or 
damnation), not only mankind. 
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Matthew 25:31-46  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  32  And before him shall be gathered all 
nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats:  33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  34  
Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  35  For I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in:  36  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me.  37  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  38  When saw we thee a stranger, and 
took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?  39  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came 
unto thee?  40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.  41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:  42  For I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:  43  I was a stranger, and ye took 
me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.  44  Then shall 
they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?  45  Then shall he answer them, 
saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did 
it not to me.  46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the 
righteous into life eternal. 

 
In a wider context, this passage of scripture is given to represent the state of those who will be 
found in the churches at judgment: both sheep and goats. What defines the sheep and goats in 
this world? They can be determined by their care of the brethren. What defines them in the 
world to come (heaven or hell)? Either blessing or cursing of God the Father. The angels are also 
addressed here: those with Jesus Christ and those with the devil (Satan). 
 

Matthew 7:21-23  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  22  Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23  And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

 
3b to the (h) praise of his glorious grace; 
 
(h) Reference Ephesians 1:5-6 (in context). 

Ephesians 1:3-6  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  4  According as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love:  5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  6  To the praise of the glory of 
his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

 
John Gill on verse 6: “The grace of God manifestly appears in the predestination of men to adoption; in 
that God had no need of sons, he having a dear and well beloved one; in whom he is well pleased; and in that 
those he adopts are so unworthy of the relation; and in that men, and not angels, should be taken by him into 
his family; and that some, and not others of the same race; and that this should be before the world was; and 
in providing Christ as a Redeemer, to open the way for the reception of this grace and happiness; and in 
appointing the grace of faith to be the receiver of it: and the glory of the grace of God appears herein; the 
glory of God is the supreme end of all he does; and the glory of his grace, and not his power, or other 
perfections of his, and the manifestative glory of that is here intended; yea, the "praise" of that glory: and 
this end is answered, when the children of God ascribe their adoption to the free grace of God; and when 
they admire it, and are thankful for it, and walk worthy of the relation they are brought into:” 
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God’s grace (the free unmerited love and favor of God) is the reason for predestination and 
election. God doesn’t need mankind. He is perfectly satisfied in himself. God is not constrained 
by the works of mankind to elect them or predestinate them to salvation. It is only because of his 
grace that any of mankind have been selected to become God’s children by adoption. It is only by 
Jesus Christ that God’s grace is put into action: God’s blessings are “in Christ”, election is “in 
him”, predestination and adoption are “by Jesus Christ”, and acceptance is “in the beloved”. It is 
all of God’s grace and none of man’s works and that is praiseworthy. 
 

Romans 11:5-6  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the 
election of grace.  6  And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no 
more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

 
3c others being left to act in their sin to their (i) just condemnation, to the praise of 
his glorious justice.  
 
(i) Reference Romans 9:22-23 and Jude 4 (in context). 

Romans 9:19-26  Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath 
resisted his will?  20  Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the 
thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?  21  Hath not 
the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another 
unto dishonour?  22  What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power 
known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:  
23  And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto glory,  24  Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews 
only, but also of the Gentiles?  25  As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were 
not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved.  26  And it shall come to pass, that in the 
place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of 
the living God. 

  
Recall these verses from Romans 9 referenced during the lesson on part 2: 

 
(Regarding Jacob and Esau) Romans 9:14-16  What shall we say then? Is there 
unrighteousness with God? God forbid.  15  For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.  16  So then it is not 
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.  
 
(Regarding Pharoah) Romans 9:18  Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth.  

 
God is not unjust. The “vessels of wrath” and the “vessels of mercy” are both condemned by their 
sin. It is only by God’s mercy (by God’s grace) that the “vessels of mercy” are “afore prepared 
unto glory” (predestinated), “called”, “beloved”, and “called the children of the living God”. 
God’s mercy and grace bring mankind, through Jesus Christ, to a state of justification. Left alone 
in their sins, mankind is condemned to wrath and destruction. 
 

Jude 1:3-7  3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it 
was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for 
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.  4  For there are certain men crept in 
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning 
the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  5  I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, 
having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that 
believed not. (Continued) 
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(Jude 1:3-7 Continued) 6  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left 
their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto 
the judgment of the great day.  7  Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about 
them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set 
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

 
Jude gives examples of the righteous justice of God: Israel in the wilderness, the fallen angels, 
and Sodom and Gomorrha. The angels and Sodom and Gomorrha are familiar, but what of 
Israel in the wilderness? One example, revealing God’s grace and mercy in election and justice in 
condemnation, is given in Numbers. Korah and a company of men come before Moses and 
Aaron, accusing them of trying to be king and priest over all of Israel in and of themselves, 
rather than of God, but also desiring for themselves to be part of the priesthood (they were 
Levites). 
 

Numbers 16:3-5  And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against 
Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are 
holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up 
yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?  4  And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his 
face:  5  And he spake unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, Even to morrow the 
LORD will shew who are his, and who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto 
him: even him whom he hath chosen will he cause to come near unto him. 

 
The history given in Numbers reveals many things about man and about God. There will be 
men, even among the congregation, who will question God’s decrees. Jude calls these “certain 
men crept in unawares”. But God will reveal the truth about his decrees with justice and 
judgment.  
 

Numbers 16:28-35  28  And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath 
sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind.  29  If 
these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation 
of all men; then the LORD hath not sent me.  30  But if the LORD make a new thing, 
and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto 
them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men 
have provoked the LORD.  31  And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all 
these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them:  32  And the earth 
opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that 
appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.  33  They, and all that appertained to 
them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they 
perished from among the congregation.  34  And all Israel that were round about them fled 
at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up also.  35  And there came out a 
fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered 
incense. 

 
Numbers 16:41-50  But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD.  42  
And it came to pass, when the congregation was gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that 
they looked toward the tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the 
glory of the LORD appeared.  43  And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the 
congregation.  44  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  45  Get you up from among this 
congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their 
faces.  (Continued)  
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(Numbers 16:41-50 Continued) 46  And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire 
therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and 
make an atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the 
plague is begun.  47  And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the 
congregation; and, behold, the plague was begun among the people: and he put on 
incense, and made an atonement for the people.  48  And he stood between the dead 
and the living; and the plague was stayed.  49  Now they that died in the plague were 
fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside them that died about the matter of Korah.  50  And 
Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the plague 
was stayed. 
 

The history provides a picture of the absolute nature of God’s justice and judgment. Without an 
intercessor, there is no one to stop the plague (just condemnation). But Jesus Christ is both our 
king and our high priest and we may only be saved through him.  
 

Hebrews 7:24-27  But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable 
priesthood.  25  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.  26  For such an 
high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens;  27  Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, 
first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up 
himself. 

 
Summary: God is glorified in his decrees regarding predestination (election by grace) and 
justice (judgment for sin). Both angels and men are subject to God’s decrees in eternity. Men 
may only be saved from judgment for sin by, in, and through Jesus Christ.  


