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Pragmatism�a philosophical view that a theory or concept should be evaluated in terms of how it works; a method or tendency in 
philosophy, started by C. S. Pierce and William James, which determines the meaning and truth of all concepts and tests their 
validity by their practical results.                                                            �Encarta Dictionary and Webster’s New World Dictionary 
 
John 4:23 (NKJV) “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 
the Father is seeking such to worship Him.” 

Psalms 50:23a (NKJV) “Whoever offers praise glorifies Me…”   
 
 
 
 
I.       True Worship Results in the Fear of God 
 

Worship�Our adoring response to the glory and worthiness of God 
 
Psalms 5:7b (NKJV) “In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple.” 

Psalms 25:14 (NKJV) “The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show them His covenant.” 

Psalms 33:8 (NKJV) “Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.” 

Psalms 103:11 (NKJV) “For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him.” 

Psalms 111:10a (NKJV) “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…”  

Psalms 145:19 (NKJV) “He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear their cry and save them.” 

Psalms 147:11 (NKJV) “The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy.” 

2 Corinthians 7:1b (NKJV) “…perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

Revelation 14:7 (NKJV) “saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has 
come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 

Psalms 86:11 (NKJV) “Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.” 
 
 
 
 
 
II.      True Worship Results in Humility 
 

“…man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared himself with 
God’s majesty”                                                                                                                                                     �John Calvin 
 
Isaiah 6:5 (NKJV) “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 

1 Timothy 1:15 (NKJV) “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am chief.” 

Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
 
 



III.     True Worship Results in Intimacy With God  
 

Psalms 22:3 (KJV) “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.” 
 
 
 
 
 
IV.      True Worship Results in a Growing Faith 
 

Psalms 73:2-3 (NKJV) “2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; my steps had nearly slipped. 3 For I was envious of 
the boastful, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.” 

Psalms 73:12-14 (NKJV) “12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who are always at ease; they increase in riches. 13 Surely I 
have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocence. 14 For all day long I have been plagued, and 
chastened every morning.” 

Psalms 73:13-14 (NKJV) “13 Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocence. 14 For all day 
long I have been plagued, and chastened every morning.” 

Psalms 73:16-17 (NKJV) “16 When I thought how to understand this, It was too painful for me-- 17 Until I went into the 
sanctuary of God; Then I understood their end.” 

Psalms 73:25-28 (NKJV) “25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. 26 

My flesh and my heart fail; but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 27 For indeed, those who are far 
from You shall perish; You have destroyed all those who desert You for harlotry. 28 But it is good for me to draw near to 
God; I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all Your works.” 

 
 
 
 
 
V.       True Worship Results in a Proper Perspective  
 

1 Corinthians 14:23-25 (NKJV) “23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, 
and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if all 
prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 25 And thus 
the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly 
among you.” 
 
 
“What can we plain Christians do to bring back the departed glory? Is there some secret we may learn? Is there a formula 
for personal revival we can apply to the present situation, our own situation? The answer to these questions is yes…The 
secret is an open one which the wayfaring man may read. It is simply the old and ever-new counsel: Acquaint thyself with 
God. To regain her lost power the church must see heaven opened and have a transforming vision of God.”  �A. W. Tozer 
 
 
 

First Baptist Church Powell 
The Impact of Worship on the Worshippers 
Non-Series Message 
 
One of the real dangers the church faces today is the wrong use of pragmatism. What is pragmatism? The 
official definition is “a philosophical view that a theory or concept should be evaluated in terms of how it 



works.” Pragmatism’s slogan could be, “Whatever works.” That has some real dangers when it comes to 
worship. Here is why I am talking about the dangers of pragmatism. If we approach worship based only 
on how we benefit from worship, we will miss the heart of worship.  
In the late 1990’s Matt Redman wrote these words to a worship song, Heart of Worship, that struck a 
nerve with many churches. 

When the music fades, all is stripped away, and I simply come, 
Longing just to bring something that's of worth, that will bless your heart. 
I'll bring you more than a song, for a song in itself is not what you have required. 
You search much deeper within, through the way things appear, you're looking 
into my heart. 
I'm coming back to the heart of worship, and it's all about you, 
It's all about you, Jesus. 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it, when it's all about you, 
It's all about you, Jesus. 

Worship is not primarily about us – worship is primarily about God! Anytime that we teach or preach 
about worship and only talk about what it does for us, that is pragmatism and it truly misses the heart of 
worship. True worship is not a means to an end; worship is an end in itself because it is an offering to God 
that extols His worthiness. The primary motive for worship is that God is worthy of worship, God 
commands worship and John 4:23 tells us that, “…the Father is seeking such to worship Him.” But 
having said that, there is a tremendous impact on our lives when we worship God as what John 4:23 
(NKJV) calls “the true worshipers [who] worship the Father in spirit and truth…”  
    
We are going to examine the impact on the worshippers of true worship that is offered to our God who is 
worthy.  Dr. R. A. Torrey was a world renowned evangelist, teacher, and author in the late 1800’s and 
early 1900’s. I have been blessed by his books. Torrey gave testimony that one of the greatest 
transformations in his life that took place after his conversion was when he learned to worship. He 
described this worship that had such a changing effect of his life as, “asking nothing from God, occupied 
and satisfied with Him alone.” That is a good description of worship.  
 
True worship changes people! The primary goal and result of worship is given in Psalms 50:23a (NKJV) 
“Whoever offers praise glorifies Me…” When we truly worship in spirit and in truth, we always get 
something back. How will your life be impacted when worship becomes a way of life? Though it is far 
from an exhaustive list, let me give you five areas of your life that will be impacted by genuine worship. 

I.  True Worship Results in the Fear of God 
A simple definition of worship would be our adoring response to the glory and worthiness of God. As we 
focus on the glory of God and the worthiness of God, there is not only a response of adoration, there is a 
fear of God that develops. Whereas worship is primarily an act (something we do), the resulting impact of 
worship is an attitude of fearing God. As we set our focus on Him in worship, there will be an attitude of 
the fear of God that begins to develop and deepen. What is the fear of God? In my quiet time some time 
back, I just took a concordance and began looking up the references to “the fear of God” or “the fear of 
the LORD,” or their equivalent. There are a huge number of references. Let me just give you a few of the 
things I found in just the book of Psalms.  
While worship results in the fear of God, the fear of God in turn enhances our worship:  
Psalms 5:7b (NKJV) “…In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple.” Those that fear God have 
special insight into the ways of God.  
Psalms 25:14 (NKJV) “The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, And He will show them His 
covenant.” To fear the Lord is to stand in awe of Him.  



Psalms 33:8 (NKJV) “Let all the earth fear the Lord; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
Him.” The fear of God brings His mercy.  
Psalms 103:11 (NKJV) “For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those 
who fear Him.” The fear of God opens the door to wisdom.  
Psalms 111:10a (NKJV) “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…” God gives special attention 
to the prayers of those who fear Him.  
Psalms 145:19 (NKJV) “He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He also will hear their cry and 
save them.” The Lord takes special pleasure in those who fear Him.  
Psalms 147:11 (NKJV) “The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy.” 
That is just one book of the Old Testament. In other passages we are told that the fear of the Lord opens 
up true knowledge (Proverbs 1:7); that the fear of the Lord keeps us from evil (Proverbs 16:6); that our 
response to the creation ought to be a fear of God (Jeremiah 5:22-24); that the fear of God in our hearts 
keeps us from departing from Him (Jeremiah 32:40). 
Here are just a few references from the New Testament. A life of holiness is formed from a heart filled 
with the fear of God, 2 Corinthians 7:1 (NKJV) “…perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” The fear of God 
is tied in to worship in Revelation 14:7 (NKJV) “saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to 
Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
springs of water.’” 
That’s just scratching the surface. I encourage you to set aside a good chunk of time and get a 
concordance and look up all the references to the fear of God. I think you will be astounded as to how 
much the Bible has to say about it. When we speak of the fear of God we are talking about a sense of awe, 
reverence, and honor toward God. Our worship is intricately tied to the fear of God. If there is no worship, 
we lose the fear of God, and when we lose the fear of God, sin is succumbed to, and we start on a 
downward spiral. Ah, but when our worship is healthy, there comes out of our focus on God a developing 
fear of God and that fear of God leads to a holy life which focuses more and more on worship. I hope you 
have a fear of God! My prayer for all of us is found in Psalms 86:11 (NKJV) “Teach me Your way, O 
Lord; I will walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name.” If you feel that the fear of God is 
waning in your life, it is a loud call to begin to focus on worship. 
 

II.  True Worship Results in Humility 
Winston Churchill was the master of the subtle (and sometimes not so subtle) putdown. Listen to what he 
said about one of his political opponents, “He is a modest little man who has a good deal to be modest 
about.” If the truth be known, we all have a good deal to be modest and humble about.  
John Calvin said, “…man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state 
until he has compared himself with God’s majesty.” [Quoted in Jerry Bridges, The Joy Of Fearing God, 
page 38]  
That’s exactly what Isaiah experienced in Isaiah 6 when He saw the Lord. After he saw the Lord high and 
lifted up he said in Isaiah 6:5 (NKJV) “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, The Lord of hosts."  
In worship we see God as He is and no pride can exist in the presence of our awesome God. I think that a 
good simple working definition of humility is that it is seeing God as He is and me as I am. Humility is 
having a biblical view of myself. One of the chief marks of humility is realizing and then living in 
absolute and total dependence on God.  
A humble person realizes that everything good about us (and all of our abilities) is because of our union 
with Jesus Christ. All of our merit is in Christ; all of our resources are in Christ; all of our hope is in 
Christ. The humble person looks at their life apart from Christ and says with Paul in 1 Timothy 1:15 
(NKJV) “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am chief.” Yet in humility he could see himself in Christ and say in Philippians 
4:13 (NKJV) “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  



When we have a lifestyle of worship, we focus on God as He is and like Isaiah we see ourselves as we are 
and the result is humility. We also see the cross and worship the Savior and are reminded of our 
identification with Him and the result is a life of abiding in Him in total dependence and also confidence 
that in His strength we can overcome temptation, endure any hardship, and take on any task He gives us 
because it is not us but His grace enabling us. When worship becomes a way of life, the result will be a 
fear of God and humility. 
 

III.  True Worship Results in Intimacy with God 
I love the King James translation of Psalms 22:3 (KJV) “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the 
praises of Israel.” My spell check red lines “inhabitest” but it is Elizabethan English for “inhabits.” In 
other words, God’s special presence shows up when we are involved in genuine worship. Worship brings 
the God who seems to be way out there close to you. This is another reason you need to learn to worship 
as a lifestyle and not just on Sundays. It is a long time from Sunday to Sunday. Unless there is daily 
worship, then intimacy with God is only something you will hear others talk about. Long intervals 
between worship leads to a long distance relationship with God. That kind of relationship involves little, 
if any, true fellowship with God. Reading books about God and hearing sermons about God are helpful in 
enhancing our worship, but if the knowledge we get from study and listening to sermons doesn’t lead us 
into spirit and truth worship, we will have cold head knowledge but no true warm intimate fellowship 
with God.  
 

IV.  True Worship Results in a Growing Faith  
Worship and faith are intricately linked together. When worship takes its proper place as the priority of 
our life, our faith begins to be built up. When worship is neglected, our faith becomes anemic. The Bible 
chronicles for us a man in Psalm 73 who got his eyes on his circumstances and in the words the world 
uses, he had a crisis of faith. What was it that captured his focus? Psalms 73:2-3 (NKJV) “But as for me, 
my feet had almost stumbled; my steps had nearly slipped. For I was envious of the boastful, when I saw 
the prosperity of the wicked.”  
He goes on in the next several verses to chronicle what it was that gave him so much trouble. These 
wicked people were living large and seemingly without troubles. They were wicked and yet lived in 
material prosperity. He kept wondering, “Where is God?” His focus and his weakening faith is 
summarized in Psalms 73:12-14 (NKJV):  “Behold, these are the ungodly, who are always at ease; they 
increase in riches. Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocence. For all 
day long I have been plagued, and chastened every morning.”  
Maybe you are struggling with similar things. I remember many years ago a young wife who was 
struggling with infertility and in the news was the horrible story of a young woman who had abandoned 
her baby in an old shed and as a result the baby died. This young wife was distraught and struggling with 
why God allowed what He did.  
When these circumstances around us become our focus, depression settles on us and our trust in God 
begins to wane. That is what happened to the Psalmist in Psalm 73. Look at the summary of his struggle 
in Psalms 73:13-14 (NKJV) “Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocence. 
For all day long I have been plagued, and chastened every morning.” What changed the Psalmist and 
brought him back to a place of faith and trust? Psalms 73:16-17 (NKJV) “When I thought how to 
understand this, it was too painful for me – Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I understood their 
end.” He learned that God is just, and the books aren’t always balanced on a person’s life here on earth.  
What did the Psalmist do when he went into the sanctuary? He began to worship! Psalms 73:25-28 
(NKJV): 



Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. 
My flesh and my heart fail; but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
For indeed, those who are far from You shall perish; You have destroyed all those who 
desert You for harlotry. But it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in 
the Lord God, that I may declare all Your works.  

He begins to worship and with his eyes off the circumstances and perplexities of life, and on God and His 
work, everything was alright and his trust in God began to grow once again. He learned that God was 
holding his hand, and his faith returned. Faith is simply trusting in God’s goodness, faithfulness, 
sovereignty, and love and then acting like God is telling the truth by stepping out in obedience believing 
that He will provide and guide. As you worship Him and see more and more clearly that goodness, 
faithfulness, sovereignty, power, and love of God, this one who is our focus becomes the one we trust in 
every circumstance. Here is the formula: Weak worship à weak faith; strong worship à strong faith.  
A classic example of this correlation between worship and faith is seen in the often read story of David 
and Goliath. The soldiers of Israel had their focus on Goliath and they felt that he was so much bigger 
than they were that there was no hope of victory. They had no faith that God’s army would prevail. Then 
David comes. He had a lifestyle of worship. He knew God. While watching those sheep, He had 
meditated on God and had known His majesty, power, love, and holiness. When David saw Goliath, 
because his focus had been on God, there was no fear since he saw how much smaller Goliath was than 
God. David proceeded into the battle by faith and killed this enemy of God. 
 

V.  True Worship Results in a Proper Perspective 
Worship gives you an eternal perspective. As you focus on God in worship, you begin to think in terms of 
eternity. You begin to see this life down here and all it offers in perspective. You begin to long for heaven 
and that is where your affections are and where your treasures are placed. You begin to see that the only 
thing that is going to last for eternity is the Word of God and people. Those two things begin to drive you 
instead of money and things money can buy and the honors and accolades of man. You begin to realize 
that as long as you please God it doesn’t matter who is displeased. When you do not have a lifestyle of 
worship, the way you see everything is skewed and you are not seeing reality. When God and His glory 
and worthiness are our focus, then we begin to see life, death, and every circumstance from an eternal 
perspective which is the true perspective. 
 
Conclusion 
If we had time, we could go on and on with the impact of a life of worship. We could see how when a 
church prioritizes worship there is a supernatural unity. As our eyes are focused on the same Lord, there 
will not be dissension over petty things, personal preferences, leadership styles, or personalities. A 
worshipping church will be unified in the desire to magnify and glorify God. When worship is prioritized, 
the lost will be drawn to Christ through our worship. The lost cannot worship, but 1 Corinthians 14:23-25 
tells us that when they are in a worship service where the truth of God is being spoken, they will 
recognize that God is among us and fall under conviction.  
One of the classic books on the attributes of God is The Knowledge of the Holy by A. W. Tozer. In the last 
chapter, Tozer laments over the fact that the glory of God has departed from most churches. He then 
moves to individual Christians and their responsibility for what he calls the “long Babylonian captivity” 
where we have not experienced His glory. What is the solution? Let’s listen to Tozer’s answer: 

What can we plain Christians do to bring back the departed glory? Is there some secret we 
may learn? Is there a formula for personal revival we can apply to the present situation, 
our own situation? The answer to these questions is yes… The secret is an open one which 
the wayfaring man may read. It is simply the old and ever-new counsel: Acquaint thyself 



with God. To regain her lost power the church must see heaven opened and have a 
transforming vision of God.”  
[A.W. Tozer, page 121]  

He is talking about worship! That is how the glory and power will return. When worship 
becomes our ultimate priority, there will be a renewal of the fear of God, humility, a new 
intimacy with God, a growing faith, and a proper perspective. When those things characterize 
any church, they will truly impact the world! 

Now may we commit ourselves to be fervent worshippers because our God is worthy of worship. 
          

 
 
 

 


