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In coming to verses 42-50, we come to the very end of our Savior's public ministry—He has largely been rejected 

by the nation of Israel (v37), which was foretold in the OT Scripture (vv38-39), and was judged with judicial 

blindness (vv39-41)... 

 

Remember, our Savior is in the final week of His life—beginning with chapter 13, He teaches His disciples in 

the upper room (chs.13-17), is betrayed by Judas (ch.18), is scourged and crucified (ch.19), and resurrected 

(ch.20)... 

 

Richard Phillips divided these two halves of John into The Book of Signs (chs.1-12), wherein 7 miracles are 

given, and The Book of the Passion (chs.13-21), wherein our Savior's cross is central—thus, this morning, we 

will finish The Book of Signs...  

 

I.   A Description of False Faith—vv42-43 

II.  Motivations for True Faith—vv44-50 

 

I.   A Description of False Faith—vv42-43 

 

1. By "rulers" are meant—member of the Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish court, comprised of men who ruled 

the people... 

2. John says they believed in Him—"but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him"—that is, because 

they were afraid of the Pharisees... 

3. They were afraid to publically confess they believed—they refused to be baptized, and align themselves 

with Christ... 

4. Thus by "confession" is meant public confession and allegiance—coming out of the apostate, Jewish nation... 

5. John then tells us why, v43—"for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God"—they feared 

man more than God... 

6. Thus—let me say very clearly, the belief that John mentions in v42, was NOT saving—it fell short of uniting 

to Christ... 

7. J.C Ryle—"Many even of the chief people at Jerusalem believed, in their own secret minds, that Jesus was 

the Christ. This faith no doubt was only the faith of the head, and not of the heart..." 

8. Melanchthon Jacobus—"That this belief was not of a saving nature, or such as was required, is manifest 

from its operation. It did not lead to self-denying devotedness..." 

9. Two reasons—[1] Jesus elsewhere teaches, those who love man's praise more than God, are not true 

disciplines...  

10. Jn.5:44—"How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes 

from the only God..." 

11. In other words—it's not possible for a person to truly believe on Christ, while still seeking their own glory... 

12. These are in direct opposition to one another—either we predominantly seek God's glory, or else we seek 

our own... 

13. [2] John elsewhere speaks of belief that does not save—a faith that fails to unite a soul to Christ vitally and 

savingly...  

14. Throughout John's gospel, two kinds of faith are described—one unites to Christ and saves, the other does 

not... 

15. Jn.2:23-25—"Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name 

when they saw the signs which He did. But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men, 

and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man..." 

16. Notice—"many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did"—that is, they believed He 

was from God... 

17. But according to vv24-25, He did not trust them, because He knew that many of them did not truly believe... 

18. Thus—it's best to understand these rulers as believing certain things about Christ—they were partial 

believers... 
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19. They believed He performed miracles and was from God—they may even believed He was the promised 

Messiah... 

20. But either way—they refused to trust themselves to Him—they refused to align themselves with Him as 

disciples... 

21. Matt.10:32-33—"Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father 

who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in 

heaven..." 

22. [a] Not every believer believes—by this I mean, not every kind of faith saves—there is a faith that does not 

save... 

23. Here I think it would be helpful to remind you—true and saving faith has three major elements or 

components... 

24. These three elements of faith correlate with the three elements of the soul—the understanding, affections, 

and will...  

25. The elements of faith are knowledge, consent, and trust—in other words, true faith concerns the whole soul... 

26. And thus, all faith that does not save, fails to engage the whole soul—it is merely intellectual or emotional... 

27. [i] Purely emotional faith—by this I mean, a faith that is all emotion, and is not rooted in a heart knowledge... 

28. Matt.13:20-21—"But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when 

tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles..."  

29. These are people whose emotions were stirred—perhaps the preacher told them a nice story that interested 

them... 

30. But either way—"they received the word with joy"—they were "on fire for Jesus"—but they were only 

temporary...  

31. They were never rooted in Christ—and thus, they were never able to endure the opposition that comes with 

following Christ... 

32. [ii] Purely intellectual faith, Jas.2:19—"You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons 

believe—and tremble..." 

33. This refers to a faith that merely consents with the facts of religion—that it, it agrees with the major truths 

of Scripture... 

34. It believes there is a God, it believes He has spoken in His word, it believes Christ dies upon a cross for sin... 

35. But—it DOES NOT entrust itself to Christ and His cross for oneself—it doesn't believe upon Him as Savior...  

36. [iii] Purely miraculous faith—by this I mean, a faith that merely believes in God for miracles and physical 

blessings...  

37. Acts 8:13—"Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and 

was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done..." 

38. As Peter makes plain in vv20-23, Simon was yet enslaved in his sin, he had ulterior motives in his believing... 

39. He wanted to follow Christ for the fish and loaves, for the physical blessings, for the fame associated with 

miracle-working...  

40. [b] The fear of man brings a snare, Prov.29:25—"The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the 

LORD shall be safe..." 

41. The fear of man is a very powerful force—it not only keeps sinners from Christ, but keeps Christians from 

obedience... 

42. I wish I didn't know this as well as I do—we fail to speak up about Christ, for fear of being ridiculed and 

mocked...  

43. [c] To come to Christ is to leave the world—for the chief rulers, it meant excommunication from the Jewish 

community...  

44. It's really difficult for us to understand what this meant—it meant refection from friend, family, and 

community... 

45. It basically meant you had nothing but Christ and the church—everything you once knew, is now gone 

forever... 

46. The same thing is true today of many Muslims—to become a Christian, is in many cases, to face certain 

death... 

47. But you know what—it's true not only for Jews and Muslims, but it's true in some sense of every single 

Christian... 
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48. This is in part, the point of baptism—baptism is a public confession that you believe and align yourself with 

Christ... 

49. 1Tin.6:12—"Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have 

confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses..." 

50. Notice here Paul brings together his calling and confession—that is, he was called out of this world, which 

was confessed publically... 

51. To be fair, there are some who understand this calling, not unto salvation, but unto his office as a gospel 

minister... 

52. And this is a possibility—but I suggest it's more likely a reference to his original call to Christ and eternal 

life... 

53. Heb.11:24-27—"By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 

choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 

esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. By 

faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible..." 

 

II.  Motivations for True Faith—vv44-50 

 

1. From vv44 to the end of the chapter, our Savior provides four wonderful motives for poor sinners to believe... 

2. But—before we briefly examine them—I want to start with three introductory thoughts about the motives 

as a whole...  

3. [a] The way He gave the motives, v44—"Then Jesus cried out and said"—He raised His voice, so that all 

could hear Him... 

4. In other words—our Savior would have every person in the hearing of His voice, to hear these blessed 

motives... 

5. Now, our Savior is bodily in heaven—He's there at the right hand of His Father, but He still cries out to 

sinners... 

6. This He does through His church, and especially His NC ministers—He speaks in and through them as 

ambassadors... 

7. [b] The substance of the motives—here I want to point out that our Savior said these things throughout His 

ministry...  

8. Perhaps it would be right to say—these verses are our Savior's summary statement of all that He's previously 

said... 

9. It's as if He here reminds the Jews of everything He's taught them for the previously 3 years—He provides 

a review... 

10. [c] The reason for the motives—why would our Savior raise His voice, only to repeat things He's already 

said...   

11. Well, I trust the answer is obvious—He wanted His hearers to rehear this great truths, believe truly believe 

and be saved... 

12. In other words—the fact that He lifted His voice, repeats summarizes His teaching, argues His love for 

sinners... 

13. [1] Those who believe in Him believe in the Father, vv44-45—"He who believes in Me, believes not in Me 

but in Him who sent Me. And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me..." 

14. Here our Savior underscores His divine commission—as the Son, the Father sent Him into the world on a 

divine mission... 

15. Here's the essence of the mission—to reveal the purpose and character of the Father—let's look at these in 

turn... 

16. [a] Christ came to reveal the Father's purpose, v44—"He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him 

who sent Me..." 

17. V49—"For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what 

I should say and what I should speak..." 

18. By "command" is meant "charge or order"—it refers to the message the Father gave the Son to make known...   

19. Simply put—in eternity past—the Father commissioned the Son, giving Him the message He was to 

proclaim... 
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20. The Son came in the fulness of time, was born under the law, and spoke that message in the authority of His 

Father... 

21. J.C. Ryle—"The commandment given by the Father to the Son as simply the charge or commission arranged 

in the covenant of redemption, by all three Persons in the Trinity, which the Son was as willing to execute 

as the Father was willing to give..." 

22. Thus—to believe Christ's message is not only to believe Him, but it's to believe the Father, who sent the 

Son... 

23. You know—I really believe that at times, the Father gets left out—we must remember the Father sent the 

Son... 

24. And the Father sent the Son to speak a specific message, a message that opens His heart wide for poor 

sinners...  

25. Oh my dear friends—if you come to Christ and believe upon Him, you not have Christ but you also have 

the Father... 

26. In other words—our Savior is saying—those who believe upon Him, have access to the Father as your 

Father... 

27. [b] Christ came to reveal the Father's character, v45—"And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me"—

though Christ was sent by His Father He is equally to His Father... 

28. We must not think the Son is somehow less divine—NO—to see Christ is to see the Father—Christ reveals 

the Father... 

29. In other words—in the patient and loving behavior of our Savior, we can behold the loving heart of the 

Father... 

30. Do you want to know what the Father is like—well here's the best way—simply look at the Christ, His Son... 

31. The incarnation is an amazing truth—what man could have created such a truth—the eternal Son becomes 

man... 

32. And the Son becomes incarnate, so that we might see up close and personal, the loving character of the 

Father... 

33. [2] Those who believe in Him no longer remain in darkness, v46—"I have come as a light into the world, 

that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness..." 

34. [a] He was Light before He came—"I have come as a light into the world"—as God, He is essentially Light... 

35. J.C. Ryle—"He was light before His incarnation, just as the sun exists and shines before it rises above the 

eastern horizon..." 

36. [b] He is the only light of the world—"I have come as a light into the world"—He is the Light of the world... 

37. Just as this world has a single light—so Christ is the only Savior of this world, none are saved apart from 

Him... 

38. [c] He came into the world for a purpose—"I  have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in 

Me should not abide in darkness..." 

39. If you remember, darkness is scripture refers to three things—spiritual ignorance, moral impurity, and 

intense misery.... 

40. This is the condition all men are in by nature—but, Christ came to bring men ought of darkness—into light... 

41. Light refers to spiritual understanding, moral purity, and true joy—these are things Christ came into the 

world to give...   

42. Spiritual understanding—He has come to give a heart-felt understanding of truth—about God, man, and 

Himself...   

43. Moral purity—He has come to make us "sons of the light" who "walk in the light" and put away the deeds 

of darkness...  

44. True joy—He has come to shine His face upon us—to remove us from the shadows of despair, into the bring 

light of His favor... 

45. It's true that for many people, the winter months can be long and difficult—there is something about sunshine 

that brings joy to the heart... 

46. Well, by nature we live in a perpetual winter, and yet Christ came to dawn upon us, and bring us into 

summer... 

47. Some of you know we have a chocolate lab—she absolutely loves the sunshine—she will lie in it until her 

coat is too hot to touch... 
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48. [3] Those who believe in Him will be saved not judged (vv47-48), v47—"for I did not come to judge the 

world but to save the world..." 

49. In these two verses, four times our Savior uses the "judge" or "judges"—this world here means "to 

condemn..." 

50. Our Savior did not come into the world to condemn it—that was not His purpose—but He came in order to 

save it...   

51. Now—this does not mean that the world will not be judged or condemned, it simply underscores why He 

came... 

52. V48—"he who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I  have 

spoken will judge him in the last day..." 

53. In other words—those who hear the gospel and reject it, will be held in the day of judgment, doubly guilty... 

54. Here's the imagery—every gospel message that you heard will testify against you in that final day of 

judgment... 

55. Every person judged in that final day will be judged by three things—natural law, written law, and the 

gospel... 

56. [a] Natural law—by natural law is meant the echo or remains of God's law upon the conscience of fallen 

man... 

57. Those who live and die in areas where there was no access to special revelation, will be judged less severely... 

58. They will be judged "without the law"—that is, they will be judged by the remains of the law within their 

conscience...  

59. [b] Written law—that is, those who have read or heard the written law in Scripture, will be judged more 

severely... 

60. Rom.2:12—"For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without the law, and as many as have 

sinned in the law will be judged by the law..." 

61. This means—they will be held more accountable than others—they will be judged by full revelation of the 

law... 

62. [c] The gospel—these are the people who will be judged most severely—those who have heard but rejected 

the gospel... 

63. Not only will natural law, the written law, but also the gospel of God, be summoned to appear at their 

judgment... 

64. Every sermon they every heard will appear—they will give an account for every time someone told them 

about Christ...  

65. [4] Those who believe in Him will have eternal life (vv49-50), v49—"For I have not spoken on My own 

authority; but the Father who send Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak..." 

66. By "command" is meant "a charge or order"—it refers to the message the Son was commissioned to speak... 

67. V50—"And I know that His command is everlasting life"—that is, the gospel message leads to eternal life... 

68. This is what Christ was commissioned to speak by the Father—He came to tells sinners about life that is 

eternal... 

69. Eternal life—life that never ends—but you know, eternal life isn't so much about duration as it is quality of 

life... 

70. Jn.17:3—"And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent..."  

71. Eternal life entails knowing God in Christ, in tamely, personally, and corporately with God's people, forever...  

72. Now—in closing, let me remind you of the three things I mentioned about this motives, v44—"Then Jesus 

cried out and said..." 

73. Remember, He repeated these great truths for the specific purpose, that poor sinners would believe and have 

all that He's described... 

 

 


