
                                               Ahithophel's Counsel, Part II 
Call to Worship:  Psalm 34:1-3                                      Hymn #22 (Supp.)-  How Great Thou Art 
1st Scripture:  2 Samuel 15:30-37                                               Hymn #548-  More Love to Thee 
2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 17:1-14                                       Hymn Insert-  The Power of the Cross 
Introduction:  

 Absalom and his support base, have entered Jerusalem.  Hushai, David's friend, has been 

able to win Absalom's trust, convincing him that he is willing to support Absalom, even as he had 

supported his father, David.  Following this, Ahithophel begins to give Absalom counsel, which 

would enable him to establish his kingdom.  His first piece of counsel, is for Absalom to go into 

his father's concubines, so as to affirm his determination and resolve to stay the course, in taking 

his father's kingdom.  By committing these heinous acts, it is logically presumed that he would 

make himself abhorred by his father.  And by doing this, he would strengthen the determination 

and resolve of his supporters. 

 This morning, we move on to consider Ahithophel's second critical piece of counsel, 

which now involves getting rid of David altogether, while limiting the casualties suffered by 

other subjects of the kingdom.  But, as we will see, the Lord ultimately frustrates the good 

counsel of Ahithophel, which will ultimately lead to the destruction of both, Absalom and 

Ahithophel. 


I.  Ahithophel's Counsel  (vs. 1-4) 

 What then is the counsel of Ahithophel?  He advises Absalom to give Ahithophel twelve 

thousand men, to go with him that night, to pursue David.   Now, what are the advantages of this 

wise counsel? 

 1) In wasting no time; in going out immediately, they would have a huge advantage, 

because David and his men would be weary and tired, both emotionally and physically, from 

their journey.  David would be extremely vulnerable at this point, hardly being able to catch a 

breath, as twelve thousand, pumped up, determined soldiers, come upon him.  He would hardly 

have the strength or the clarity of mind, to defend himself.  [Also, the element of surprise...] 
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 2) Out of fear, David's followers would flee, and Ahithophel would only strike David, 

allowing the rest of David's followers, the opportunity to return in peace (if they are willing to 

now serve Absalom).  This would prevent unnecessary casualties, increasing the support gained 

by Absalom, while highlighting him to be a merciful man, to those who have opposed him. 

 3) The Jordan River would act like a barrier, preventing David from getting away.  He 

would not have time to cross, when Ahithophel and the army of twelve thousand arrive.  Again, 

the "element of surprise," would be a huge advantage here. 

 4) Absalom would remain at Jerusalem, preventing any possibility of him getting killed, 

if a battle should ensue.  He would still be in a position to sustain his kingdom, whatever the 

outcome of this pursuit should ultimately be.  If something goes wrong, which is highly unlikely, 

Absalom is still in the stronghold.   

 All in all, the plan is brilliant, kicking up as little dust as possible, while setting up the 

kingdom for Absalom.  The main goal, is simply to extract David, out of the equation, while 

keeping everything else in tact (if possible). 

 And the immediate response, from Absalom and the elders of Israel, was positive.  In 

verse 4, we are told, "And the saying pleased Absalom and all the elders of Israel."   


II.  Hushai's Counsel  (vs. 5-14) 

 Following receiving counsel from Ahithophel, Absalom also decides to seek counsel from 

Hushai the Archite, whom he believes is supporting him, at this point.  Now, generally speaking, 

seeking additional counsel, is a very wise thing.  However, in this case, it probably would have 

been wise, to be very cautious, when considering any counsel, given by Hushai.  Hushai was just 

not proven yet.  That said, the hidden hand of divine providence, was clearly at work here, 

bending Absalom (and the elder's hearts) in the direction of preferring Hushai's counsel over 

Ahithophel's, as we will see in a short time. 

 What then is Hushai's counsel?  Well, it comes in two parts.  The first part, is to refute the 

counsel of Ahithophel, and the second part, is to replace it, with his own counsel. 

 1) Refutation of Ahithophel's Counsel  (vs. 5-10) 

 After Absalom unwisely reveals Ahithophel's good counsel to Hushai, Hushai deceptively  
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refutes it with the following arguments: 

 First, so as to avoid coming off, as being blatantly harsh or insulting toward Ahithophel, 

whom everyone knew to be a wise counselor, Hushai wisely softens the edge of his refutation by 

saying in verse 7, "The advice that Ahithophel has given is not good at this time."  In other 

words, Hushai is saying, "Look, generally Ahithophel's counsel is very good, and even this 

particular counsel would normally be very wise.  However, at this moment, with everything 

being as it presently is, it will not work.  There are unique circumstances here, which require a 

different course of actions.  Here is the problem with Ahithophel's counsel then..." 

 A- For one, David and his men are mighty men.  They are in a class of their own, and 

even if Ahithophel goes out immediately, with twelve thousand troops, these specific men, will 

not flee.  In fact, much to the contrary, they are enraged, like a bear robbed of her cubs.  And this 

fervent rage, will enable them to battle in an extraordinary way, giving them an upper hand even, 

in a certain sense.  They will not be weary or easy to overcome.  [Read vs. 8a] 

 B- Secondly, David will not be among his men.  Ahithophel's plan works, only under the 

assumption that David is with his men, when Ahithophel comes upon them.  But David, by now, 

is probably hiding in a pit somewhere, and his men, full of rage, are ready, expecting and 

prepared for an immediate attack.  It will not be anything remotely close to a quick extraction 

and defeat of one man.  [Read vs. 8b-9a] 

 C- Third, this will all lead to some of Ahithophel's men being overthrown, and when 

word gets around of this having happened, it will destroy the present resolve and determination 

of even your most supportive followers.  They all know already that David and his men are 

valiant and mighty warriors.  This kind of a victory, will put out the fire, and the hearts of your 

followers will melt within them.  In other words, it will set you back, rather than move you 

forward.  [Read vs. 9b-10] 

 And so, all in all, Hushai is accusing Ahithophel of underestimating the unique power and 

rage of his father and his father's men.  In reality, of course, David and his men, were exactly in 

the state of mind, which Ahithophel had presumed, but again, Hushai is trying to cast some level 

of doubt onto Ahithophel's assumptions.  If he can do that, then he can suggest an alternative 
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plan, which would actually help David secure an advantage over Absalom.  And that is what he 

does next.   

 2) Hushai's Replacement Counsel  (vs. 11-13) 

 What then is Hushai's suggested replacement counsel, for the supposed poor counsel, 

which Ahithophel has given?  [Read verses 11-13] 

 A- First, Hushai suggest that all Israel should be gathered to Absalom (from Dan to 

Beersheba).  Since twelve thousand, in the immediate sense, would be too small for the well 

prepared, and enraged followers of David, this would give Absalom a greater numerical 

advantage.  Now, in reality, Hushai is trying to buy David more time.  He knows that 

Ahithophel's plan was actually much better, as the element of surprise, upon a weary and tired 

David, restrained by the Jordan River, would more than likely succeed.  Hushai wants to warn 

David, to get him across the Jordan, and to give him time to get ready and to refresh himself. 

 B- Second, Hushai tells Absalom to lead the army out, himself.  In this sense, Absalom 

could display a character of boldness and leadership before the people.  But again, Hushai knows 

that if Absalom goes out, he himself will be vulnerable, and if he is dealt with or captured, David 

could easily retake his throne.  Absalom will not be able to remain established in Jerusalem, and 

once the head is cut off of the snake, the tail will be harmless.  [He plays on Absalom's pride, 

also leaving the army in the hands of Absalom, rather than Ahithophel...etc] 

 C- Since David and his men are enraged, rather than attempt to merely deal with David, 

which will not work, they will attack and destroy all who are with David, as well.  Again, in 

reality, this will give David and his mighty men, the time that they need to prepare, so that they 

can intelligently deal with Absalom, and the rebellion.   

 D- Finally, if David flees into a city, then Absalom will have an army, large enough, to 

pull the city down, and to deal with David, and any who would dare harbor him.  A larger army 

would be more able to do this, with rotating attacks and such.  More than likely, Hushai is 

attempting to answer a legitimate question of doubt, before it is asked.  If they take too long, and 

David gets away, he may find refuge in a city somewhere.   

 Again, in all of this, Hushai is seeking to defeat Ahithophel's counsel, which actually was 

the best counsel, for dealing with David.  Mainly, he wants to buy David time, to be prepared, 
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and to allow him to get into a broader and safer region.  And furthermore, by convincing 

Absalom to go out, David would be given the same opportunity, which Ahithophel was trying to 

create for Absalom; he could deal with Absalom, and limit the amount of additional casualties to 

occur, once he cuts the head off of the snake.   


III.  The Lord Prospers Hushai and Defeats Ahithophel  (vs. 14) 

 Finally, we find that Absalom and the elders, fall into Hushai's trap, preferring his 

counsel, over that of the counsel of Ahithophel.  [Read verse 14a] 

 Hushai has succeeded in his mission, in fulfillment of David's prayer on the Mount of 

Olives.  [Read verse 14b]. 

 Was it the case that Hushai, in himself, had outsmarted Ahithophel and Absalom and the 

elders?  No.  Here, very clearly, we see the invisible hand of divine providence, at work, 

accomplishing his preordained purpose, even in the turning of the hearts of men.  Why did 

Hushai succeed?  "Because the Lord had purposed to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, to 

the intent that He might bring disaster on Absalom."  


IV.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Brethren, let us then conclude our time, by considering a few closing thoughts and 

applications, for this morning: 

 1) Brethren, notice again, how God's sovereignty not only determines the outcome of 

events, and it not only manipulates and controls all circumstances unto the securing of His will, 

but it also bends the hearts of men, in various directions.   

 Here, we find that Ahithophel's good counsel was not received and Hushai's counsel was 

received, because God had purposed to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, setting Absalom 

up for certain destruction.  And what does this entail?  It entails that the intellect, desire and will 

of Ahithophel and the elders, were turned, in such a way, that they rejected the better counsel, 

and embraced the worse.   

 Now, brethren, even logically, this ought to make sense to us, because we have seen, very 

clearly, how God has done this, in us, only in a positive direction.  How is it that your desires, 
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child of God, have transformed from naturally selfish and corrupt desires, to good and righteous 

desires, in accordance with the mind and heart of God?  How could you and I, who once were set 

and determined to build our own kingdom, suddenly, sincerely, embrace a vision (from the 

heart), which seeks to exalt the kingdom of Christ?  That unnatural; indeed, supernatural change, 

was clearly, a work of God, by His Spirit, wasn't it?  No true Christian ever, "turned over a new 

leaf."  That is an impossible endeavor, toward which we are naturally repulsed.  Rather, God has 

"rebirthed" us; He has regenerated us, quickened us; He has removed the heart of stone and given 

us a heart of flesh, which in turn, affirmed and embraced, new spiritual, godly desires, that are 

repulsive to the natural man.  [Ex: Lydia; our confidence in God's Word, is that He does this very 

work in our salvation and sanctification; How the Spirit works...means of grace...etc] 

 Well, the opposite is true as well.  At times, God does, indeed, harden people, giving 

them over to more debased and wicked desires, as they live a life in rebellion against Him.  This 

is clearly taught in Romans chapter one, which states that God's judgment falls upon man, in that 

He gives them over, more and more, to a debased mind, as he rejects God, and fails to 

acknowledge Him and give Him thanks.  That is why the Scriptures teach us, that the "king's 

heart is in the hand of God, and He turns it, according to His will."  God can change the heart of 

the king, from better to worse, or vice versa.  And this is evidenced in what God had done to 

Pharaoh, isn't it?  How could any human being, even with the rationale of a grapefruit, continue 

to resist God, in the face of so many miracles, and expressions of divine power?  We could easily 

be tempted to think that Pharaoh is some kind of an empty-headed moron, can't we?  But, we are 

told that God hardened his heart, so that through Pharaoh; that is, through God's utter destruction 

of the king of Egypt, whom God had raised up for this very purpose, God would make His 

power, and His glory known!   [The use of lying spirits, distressing spirits...etc] 

 Well, here the Lord causes Absalom and the elders, to turn away from very good and 

logical counsel, unto the ultimate defeat and destruction of Absalom.  And friends, we would be 

wise to ask the question, "How could anyone, ever, contend with the living God, and think that 

he can succeed?  An ant, may even, possibly contend with a man, and somehow win; very, very 

unlikely, but nevertheless, possible somehow.  But a man can never contend with God, can he!  

Absalom had it all under control.  He had the great counsel of Ahithophel.  He had the kingdom 
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in his fingertips.  No doubt, he had visions of future prosperity.  But...he left one Major fact out 

of the equation, didn't he?  God!  And sadly, that is what every single unbeliever; that is what 

every single person, outside of Jesus Christ, living contrary to the will of God today, is 

attempting to do.  "I want to live life my way.  I don't want to hear about this God, and His laws, 

and my sin...etc.  I am independent, and I will do this and that..."  Utter foolishness!  Contending 

with the will of Almighty God!...until it all comes crashing down! 

 2) And brethren, let these truths motivate us, all the more, to pray to the "One, who is 

able to do above and beyond all that we can ask or even think..." 

 3) To the unbeliever, you cannot change your own heart...but God can! 


Amen!!! 


Benediction:  Ephesians 3:14-21 
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