
“True Faith, True Disciples, True Freedom”
John 8:31-36

______________________________________________________________

Jesus tests the faith of those who would follow Him:

1. The Test Presented                                  vv. 31-32

    (1) The Proof of True Faith in Christ        (31)                         “If you abide in My word, 
                 you are My disciples indeed.”
          - Presented to those Jews “who had believed Him”

          - The “Proof”:  Continuing in the word of Christ:

 (1) Trusting in Christ alone as Savior – holding to His unique claims.
 (2) Receiving and living according to His commands

          - The second part is impossible apart from the first!

    (2) The Benefits of True Faith in Christ       (32) “And you shall know the truth, 
         and the truth shall make you free.”  
          -1- A real knowledge of the truth  

          -2- A corresponding moral freedom  

              

2. The Test Failed!                                   v. 33
                   “They answered Him, ‘We are Abraham’s descendants,
    (1) Unbelief erupts!               and have never been in bondage to anyone. 
       How can you say, “You will be made free”?’ ”

          

    (2) Offended by the “Bad News” concerning their true spiritual condition!

          - They trusted in their “lineage” and were proud of their standing as Jews.
          - They viewed themselves as morally superior the Gentiles.

   3. The Test Pressed Home                             vv. 34-36

        How?  By again declaring the gospel!  
                 Addressing the true need of His listeners and pointing them to Himself

       (1) All men are sinners and thus slaves of sin!       “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
                   whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.”

        (2) A slave is a slave and a son is a son!   “And a slave does not abide in the house forever, 
                       but a son abides forever.”

             -1- The slave has no valid or lasting claim to the privileges of the house.

             -2- The son is the sole heir and possessor of the house and all of its benefits.

             -3- The slave cannot change his status; he cannot free himself!
 

        (3) Only the Son can free the slave!               “Therefore if the Son makes you free, 
                       you shall be free indeed.”  

   Further Application


