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We’re going to talk about hope this morning.  We’re going 

to talk about the God of hope—our great God who gives hope and 

is the object of our hope.   

Let me ask you as we begin: Have you ever been let down?  

Have you ever been disappointed by someone?  They didn’t follow 

through on a promise.  Did anyone ever stand you up on a date?  

Or maybe your mom or dad said they were going to take you on 

some exciting outing or buy you something you really wanted, and 

then it didn’t happen.  Or maybe your investments took a plunge.  

You thought they were doing well, but then they plummeted.  Or 

maybe you have made purchases that were very disappointing in 

the long run.  You had buyers’ remorse.  The promises of the 

advertisements and the salespeople sounded so good.  But the 

product didn’t live up to your expectations.  Maybe an employer 

has wronged you in some way, or disappointed you.  Or doctors 

didn’t give you the care you needed.  Or a friend turned on you.   

Such disappointments in life are the result of unfulfilled 

hopes.  We hope for many things.  It’s part of who we are.  We 

have desires.  We have longings.  We have dreams of what we 

would like to see happen in our lives in the future.  This is also part 

of living in a world where the future is unknown to us, and 

therefore our desires for the future are uncertain.  That 

achievement or experience or possession or promotion that you’d 

like to become a reality someday—there’s no way you can be 

certain that it will actually happen.  But you hope for it. 

We hope for things on various levels of significance.  We 

may say that we hope the Steelers will win.  We may say that we 

hope the weather is nice for an outdoor event we’re planning.   

On a deeper level, we hope to have fulfilling relationships 

with others.  We hope that our families will be strong.  We hope to 

love and be loved.  We hope that we will not be lonely.  We hope 

to be active in meaningful work.  We hope that our lives will leave 

a legacy.   

And even more significant than these questions are the 

questions of eternity.  Every person ought to look squarely at the 

question of eternity and consider what is going to happen when 

you die.  And I think almost everyone we would meet would say, 

“I hope I’ll go to a better place.”  For many people, that’s a very 
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vague notion.  But we know from Scripture that those who are 

trusting in Christ will go to a better place.  Believers can have a 

sure hope, a confident hope, because Jesus took our punishment 

and conquered death, and we will share in His inheritance forever.  

That is good news, and it is a glorious hope for the future.   

But still, it is something we hope for.  We can be confident 

that it will happen, but as of now we have not yet come into that 

inheritance.  It’s ours, but we don’t have our hands on it yet.  And 

this is where we live in the present time.   

 My aim in this morning’s sermon is to bolster your hope in 

God.  There may be many discouraging, depressing events going 

on in your life right now.  You may be struggling personally with 

discouraging, depressing thoughts.  Maybe your outlook on life is 

kind of like looking through a window that’s covered in dirt and 

mud.  The sunshine is out there, beaming down in all its glory, but 

you can hardly see it.  This passage is meant to wipe away that dirt 

and mud from the window, and give us eyes to see a very bright 

future ahead of us.  We have a God who keeps His promises.  We 

have a Savior, Jesus Christ, who became a servant, who fulfilled 

God’s promises.  And we also have the promised Holy Spirit who 

will empower us with abounding hope.   

 These will be my three points for today’s sermon.  Do you 

see that all 3 Persons of the Trinity are mentioned in these verses?  

Christ (the 2
nd

 Person of the Trinity) became a servant to the 

circumcised to show God’s truthfulness (that’s a reference to God 

the Father).  And then in verse 13, Paul prays that the God of hope 

(that’s the Father again) would fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit (that’s the 3
rd

 

Person of the Trinity) you may abound in hope.   

 This is an awesome thing to know about the One true God.  

It’s not something we can fully grasp in our minds.  But it is 

certainly something to make us marvel.  God is One and Three.  

The Bible teaches there is One God who exists in Three Persons.  

And as we contemplate our salvation, and what the Bible teaches 

us about salvation, we come to understand that all 3 Persons of the 

Trinity have a role in our salvation.  And as we see in this text, all 

3 Persons of the Trinity have a role in giving us hope.   

 Before we get to those points, though, just a quick reminder 

of the context here.  Paul is finishing up this long section of the 

letter dealing with differences among believers.  He has been 

talking about the weak and the strong.  Now he has transitioned to 

speaking of Jews and Gentiles.  Notice that he refers to the 

circumcised in verse 8, which is a way of describing the Jews.  
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And then in verses 9-12 there are references to the Gentiles—that 

is, the nations (all the other nations of the world). 

 Paul has given these admonitions concerning such 

differences. 

“As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to 

quarrel over opinions.” (Romans 14:1, ESV)  

“We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of 

the weak, and not to please ourselves.” (Romans 15:1, ESV)  

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7, ESV)  

 These differences should not divide the church.  And this is 

such an important issue, Paul uses a whole lot of words to address 

it.  And he uses a lot of weighty theological points to support these 

admonitions.   

 And we find ourselves now at the end of this significant 

section of the letter.  We’re at the end of the section on the weak 

and the strong.  We’re also at the end of the section that began at 

12:1, which contains all of these direct, practical commands.  And 

we’re also at the end of the main teaching part of the letter.  In 

chapters 1-11 we learned a lot of rich Gospel truth.  And beginning 

in 12:1, we have learned many implications of the Gospel for our 

everyday lives. 

 So, you might ask, what’s left?  Well, there’s still some 

really great stuff left in this letter.  But we are entering the home 

stretch.  We are nearing the end.  In these last couple of chapters 

Paul is going to talk about his mission work and his travel plans, 

and he’s going to mention some personal greetings to individuals 

in the church.  And we’ll be looking at these things in the weeks to 

come.  But I want you to realize where we’re at in the letter.  This 

is a significant conclusion that Paul comes to here in verse 13.  

And he concludes this portion of the letter with such wonderful 

words of hope.   

God Is Worthy of Our Hope  

 Notice the phrase in verse 8: “God’s truthfulness.”  If you 

think again about those times when you’ve been disappointed by 

someone, when they didn’t follow through on a promise . . . their 

lack of follow through was probably for one of three reasons.  

Either there was a lack of honesty or a lack of ability or a lack of 

resolve.  It might have been that the person could have kept the 

promise, but never intended to.  Their promise was simply a lie.  
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Or they sincerely wanted to follow through on the promise, but 

legitimately weren’t able to for whatever reason.  Or they 

originally intended to, and had the ability to, but just lost interest 

and ended up not doing it. 

 Well, the great thing about God is that He is honest and 

able and committed.  He never lies.  He is all-powerful.  And He is 

absolutely committed to doing what He says He will do.  Because 

of these characteristics, God is most certainly worthy of our hope.  

He is NOT going to let us down. 

 Next, notice the phrase in the second part of verse 8, “the 

promises given to the patriarchs.”  What were those?  Well, those 

were God’s promises way back near the beginning of God’s story 

of salvation.  God chose certain individuals and made them His 

people.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were the start to this family 

that eventually became known as the nation of Israel.  God made 

promises to these individuals.  And part of what’s surprising about 

these promises is that they are not directed only toward that 

particular family, that particular nation, but to all nations.  God 

promised to save not only Israelites (Jews) but also to save 

Gentiles (those from other ethnic groups).  

Part of Abraham’s story is the fact that God is a missionary 

God.  His salvation is going to the ends of the earth, to all the 

families of the earth.  That was part of God’s promise to Abraham 

in Genesis 12, that “in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.”     

And Paul has emphasized this truth in Romans.  We saw 

this back in chapter 3:29-30, “Or is God the God of Jews only? Is 

he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is 

one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the 

uncircumcised through faith.”  This salvation that Paul is talking 

about, it’s not just for ethnic Jews.  It’s not just for the folks who 

have the Mosaic law or practice circumcision.  This is for all the 

nations. 

Then again in 4:9, “Is this blessing then only for the 

circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised?”  And then Paul 

showed in that context the theological relevance of the timeline of 

Abraham’s life.  He was justified before he was circumcised, 

which means that circumcision cannot be a prerequisite for 

justification, which means you don’t have to become a Jew in 

order to be saved.  Jews can be counted righteous by faith, and 

Gentiles can be counted righteous by faith.  And this is the great 

news of the Gospel, that you aren’t saved by works, and you aren’t 

saved by your ethnic heritage.  Salvation is by faith alone. 
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Paul makes this point again in 4:16-17, “That is why it 

depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 

be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the 

law [the Jewish believer] but also to the one who shares the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all [including non-Jewish 

believers], as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many 

nations.’”    

 Paul made the point again in Romans 9 where we learn 

about unconditional election—God’s unconditional choice of who 

will be saved.  And the passage goes on in 9:24 to say, “even us 

whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the 

Gentiles? As indeed he says in Hosea [he quotes from the Old 

Testament, just like he does in Romans 15], “Those who were not 

my people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I 

will call ‘beloved.’ ” “And in the very place where it was said to 

them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of 

the living God.’ ”” (Romans 9:24–26, ESV)  

Paul’s point is to show the ethnic diversity of us—those 

who are called.  God is calling to Himself not only Jews, but also 

individuals from other people groups.  God is saving Gentiles! 

God had saved Gentiles in the past.  That always seemed 

like the exception to the rule, when people like Rahab and Ruth 

were incorporated into the people of God.  But it was a 

foreshadowing of something great that was to come, and now has 

come.  God is calling people to Himself from the nations.   

The Old Testament quotations in our passage for this 

morning are pointing to this same thing.  The Old Testament 

contains these points to the salvation of Gentiles.  And Paul does 

something really emphatic here in Romans 15:9-12 by putting 4 

Old Testament quotations right in a row.  Notice that all of them 

mention Gentiles, and all of them have a reference to worship.  

And he quotes from various parts of the Old Testament.  He quotes 

from the Torah (the first 5 books), from the Psalms, and from the 

prophets. 

The first quotation is from 2 Samuel 22 and Psalm 18—a 

song of David.  “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

and sing to your name.”  

The next quotation is from Deuteronomy 32, a song of 

Moses.  “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”  

Then from Psalm 117.  “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples extol him.” 
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And finally from Isaiah.  “The root of Jesse will come, 

even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles 

hope.”  We’ll come back to that one in the next point. 

I presume that most, if not all of us, here today are 

Gentiles.  There are two kinds of people in the world—Jews and 

Gentiles.  Ethnic Jews are those who have descended physically 

from Abraham.  The Gentiles are everybody else.  The Gentiles are 

all the other nations, all the other people groups, in contrast to the 

nation of Israel.  The Greek word for “nations” or “Gentiles” is 

ethnē, from which we get the word “ethnic.” 

So here we are today as a group of Gentiles.  We have no 

claim of being physical descendants of Abraham.  But the 

promises of God are being extended to us!  That should amaze us.  

It’s so easy to take this for granted.  Maybe you come from a 

family of many generations of Christians.  And therefore it’s easy 

to think that you have basically inherited God’s blessings because 

of your family connections.  But think of the big picture, that all of 

us Gentiles were far outside the chosen people of God.  But we are 

now living in a time when God is calling many, many Gentiles to 

Himself.   

This is surprising and wonderful!  Don’t take it for granted.  

Be in awe of God’s creativity and mercy.  God loves ethnic 

diversity.  When we search the Scriptures further, we understand 

that He will save individuals from every Gentile nation.  Jesus 

commissions His followers to go and make disciples of all ethnē, 

all nations (Matthew 28:19).  And we read in Revelation 5:9 that 

Jesus, by His blood, ransomed people for God from every tribe and 

language and people and ethnē, nation.  God loves ethnic diversity.  

And He intends, He promises, that the Good News will go forth to 

all the peoples.  And this church wants to be part of that mission 

which God has promised will succeed.  The 3
rd

 part of our mission 

statement focuses on this.  We exist “. . . to ignite a joyful passion 

for the Gospel of Jesus Christ among all the peoples of Pittsburgh 

and the world.”  If our mission statement was in Greek, that word 

“peoples” would be the plural form of that word ethnē.  We’re not 

just saying generically, “among all the people.”  We’re saying, 

among all the people groups, all the ethnicities, all the nations. 

Our God of hope is granting rock solid hope to people by 

opening their eyes to see Him.  What could be more exciting for us 

than to be heralds of this hope?  I think of so many of you who 

have a passion to make the Gospel known, both here in Pittsburgh 

and in other parts of the world.  I think of families that this church 

supports who are in other parts of the world, some who are in areas 

dominated by Islam.   
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I have the opportunity this coming week to be in Turkey 

with a group of missionaries from throughout the Middle East.  I’m 

excited to be able to do some Bible teaching there.  I’m also very 

excited to hear from them about the adventures of mission work in 

that part of the world—the difficulties and joys of what God has 

called them to do there.  They are proclaiming hope in a region 

where there seems to be very little hope.  The situation there looks 

hopeless from a human perspective.  But we serve a God of hope, a 

God who has made promises, and a God who is faithful and 

powerful to make good on His promises. 

Connecting this with the context in Romans 15, there are 

always going to be differences that threaten division.  For the 

church in Rome, these ethnic differences (Jews and Gentiles) 

which resulted in different eating habits and different religious 

observances, threatened the unity of the church.  But when we 

recognize God’s amazing plan to draw people to Himself from 

every tribe and language and people and nation, and as we hope in 

this great God who has saved even me!, then there are many, many 

differences that just fade into the background.   

Christ Became a Servant to Give Us Hope 

 Christ became a servant . . . That reminds us of a key verse 

in the Gospel of Mark.  “For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”” 

(Mark 10:45, ESV)  

 Jesus Christ—here He refers to Himself as the Son of 

Man—came to serve in this most sacrificial way.  He gave His 

very life.  He offered His own life for the life of others . . . many 

others.  His blood was the ransom to pay the price for our 

redemption.  He suffered for us.  In this way He served us in the 

greatest possible way.    

Now, there are more pieces to this picture than I put in that 

heading.  Christ became a servant to give us hope.  Paul says more 

than that in these verses.  Trace the steps in verses 8-9.  Christ 

became a servant to the circumcised.  That is, He served the Jewish 

people.  We see this in His earthly ministry, how He focused His 

ministry primarily on the Jews.   

 But His life and death and resurrection had an effect that 

was not confined to the Jewish people.  Christ became a servant to 

show God’s truthfulness and to confirm the promises given to the 

patriarchs, as we’ve already looked at.  And then a further purpose 

is mentioned here, which is what I spent some time last week 

trying to explain.  His ministry and sacrifice was for the purpose of 
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saving Gentiles who would glorify God for his mercy.  God’s glory 

and our joy.  We get mercy and rejoice in it.  We praise God for 

His mercy.  And thus we highlight His greatness, which is what it 

means for Him to be glorified.     

 One additional thing I want to point out now is the 

connection between worship and hope.  Each of these Old 

Testament quotes makes a reference to worship: praise, sing, 

rejoice, praise, extol.  And then, in this final quotation from Isaiah, 

it says that the root of Jesse will come (that is the Messiah, Jesus 

Christ) and in Him will the Gentiles hope.  Paul picks up on that 

word hope in the next verse. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

(Romans 15:13, ESV)  

And remember verse 4 in this chapter? 

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” (Romans 

15:4, ESV)  

 God wants us to have hope.  He gave us the Bible to give 

us hope.  He sent His Son so that we might be a hope-filled people.  

And it’s a rock solid hope because God is true to His Word and is 

powerful to follow through on His promises.   

So here’s the connection between worship and hope.  As 

we put our hope in God, we are worshipping God.  And the 

connection holds even when we consider misguided hope and 

worship.  If we hope in self, we are worshipping self.  If we hope 

in money, we are worshipping money.  If we hope in success, or 

worldly pleasures, or possessions . . .  If you ask the question: what 

are the main objects of hope in my life?  The answer to that 

question will reveal the idols of your heart.   

If your main motivation throughout each day is the hope of 

getting more money or more applause or more worldly pleasure . . 

.  Well, then, it would be safe to say that you have made an idol of 

those things.  And it may sound ridiculous to put it this way, but in 

your heart you are bowing down in worship at the altar of that idol.   

And I have to tell you the tragic outcome of that scenario.  

The idol is not God.  The idol is not truthful, but deceptive.  It will 

not make good on its promises.  So to worship an idol, to hope in 

an idol, is utter foolishness.    
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 That comparison should remind us to be motivated, in all 

we do, by the hope we have in God—the One true God who sent 

His Son to die for us.  Turn from idols, and worship the God of 

hope. 

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us with Hope 

Finally I want to highlight the role of the Holy Spirit in 

this.  In Paul’s prayer in verse 13 he specifically mentions the Holy 

Spirit as the One who empowers us to abound in hope.  I want to 

take us to another passage where Paul writes about the Spirit.  It’s 

in Ephesians 1:11-14. 

“In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to 

the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in 

Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when 

you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is 

the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 

to the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 1:11–14, ESV)  

The blessing that Paul writes about here is the blessing of 

being sealed with the Spirit.  This is something that happens when 

a person hears the word of truth and believes in Christ.  At the 

moment a person becomes a believer, he or she is sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit was promised in a couple 

ways.  First of all, the Old Testament prophets foretold the coming 

of the Spirit.  For example, Ezekiel records the words of God in 

chapter 36: 26-27, God says,   

“And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 

within you.  And I will remove the heart of stone from your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit 

within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 

careful to obey my rules” (Ez 36:26-27). 

Joel 2:28, likewise, prophecies the coming of the Spirit.  But the 

sending of the Holy Spirit is also promised by Jesus Christ, 

Himself.  In John 15:26 Jesus says,  

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from 

the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the 

Father, he will bear witness about me” (John 15:26). 

The Holy Spirit, the eternal Third Person of the Trinity, who was 

promised in the Old Testament and promised by Jesus Christ, He is 

the One who is our seal and guarantee of our inheritance.  



10 
 

The image here is of a king putting the mark of his signet 

ring on a letter or important document.  It signifies ownership and 

authenticity.  The Holy Spirit is our seal.  His presence in our lives 

signifies that we truly belong to God.  We are His, and we can be 

assured of that.  And we also have a magnificent inheritance 

waiting for us, and the Spirit also serves as an assurance that we 

will surely receive that inheritance.   

 The Spirit is active in producing hope within us and 

sustaining us in hope.  He gives us the power to abound in hope! 

How hopeful are you?  

 In closing, I just want to ask you how hopeful you are, and 

what are the main objects of your hope.  What is it, really, that you 

are hoping in?  Think of those times when you feel really 

frustrated, really irritable, really discouraged.  What events 

prompted those emotions?  And what idols might be at the root of 

those emotions?  And how might those emotions change if your 

hope was more directly focused on God and what He has done 

through His Son Jesus Christ? 

What do you think about?   

I’ve heard a seasoned pastor say that when he’s 

interviewing someone for a position, he will ask this question: 

“What do you think about when you don’t have anything to think 

about?”  That’s a pretty perceptive question.  It may sound kind of 

silly at first.  But think about it.  When you’re sitting in traffic, or 

when you’re lying in bed waiting to fall asleep, or when you first 

wake up, what do you think about?   

I’ve also heard it said that if you dwell on some 

discouraging thing, if you turn that around in your head, you can 

make yourself very unhappy very fast.  We have to realize that our 

thoughts need to be actively directed.  We have to take the 

initiative in directing our thoughts toward truth that will produce 

hope.  If you’re a Christian, then the Spirit has moved into your 

life and is there to help you with this.  You have to preach to 

yourself.  You have to tell yourself, “No, I’m not going to dwell on 

that annoying comment my spouse made!  No, I’m not going to 

spend another 15 minutes thinking of clever ways to get back at 

my mean co-worker.  Instead, I’m going to turn my thoughts 

toward the God of hope, and His Son Jesus Christ who became a 

servant and died for my sin.”  Direct your thoughts that way.  

Memorize Scripture to help you in this.  Use the fighter verses as a 

way of directing your thoughts toward the things that will instill 

true hope in your life. 
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Remember that God is worthy of our hope, and Christ 

became a servant to give us hope, and the Holy Spirit empowers us 

to abound in hope.  All 3 Persons of the Trinity are at work in our 

salvation.  The Father, Son and Spirit are all active in the life of the 

believer to make us people of tremendous hope.  And that should 

make us a people characterized, not only by hope, but also by joy 

and peace and faith and unity. 


