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I.       A Focus on the Scriptures Relating to Homosexuality 
 

Hermeneutics�The science of interpretation 
 
“The homosexual movement has employed a well-documented hermeneutic of suspicion toward biblical texts that address 
homosexuality…When that effort is crushed on the shores of reality, they then suggest that, though the passages do speak of 
homosexual acts, they reveal a patriarchal and oppressive bias that must be rejected by the contemporary church. Furthermore, it is 
commonly argued, Paul did not know of the reality of homosexual orientation, and thus Romans 1:26-27 must be read as if it referred 
to homosexual acts on the part of otherwise heterosexual persons.”                                                                                  �Albert Mohler 
 
Romans 1:26-27 (ESV) “26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations 
for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion 
for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.” 
 
A. Genesis 1, 2 
 

Genesis 1:26-28a (ESV) “26 Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.’ 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth…”  
 
Genesis 2:24 (ESV) “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh.” 
 
Malachi 2:15 (ESV) “Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? 
Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth.” 

 
B. Genesis 19 
 

Genesis 19:5 (HCSB) “They called out to Lot and said, ‘Where are the men who came to you tonight? Send them out to us so we 
can have sex with them!’” 
 
Genesis 19:9b (ESV) “Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, and drew near to break the door down.” 
 
Genesis 19:11 (ESV) “And they struck with blindness the men who were at the entrance of the house, both small and great, so 
that they wore themselves out groping for the door.” 
 
Genesis 19:13 (ESV) “For we are about to destroy this place, because the outcry against its people has become great before the 
Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.” 
 
Ezekiel 16:49 (ESV) “Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and 
prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy.” 
 
Genesis 19:7 (ESV) “and said, ‘I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly.’” 
 
Ezekiel 16:50 (ESV) “They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So I removed them, when I saw it.” 
 
Jude 1:7 (ESV) “just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and 
pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.” 

 
C. The Old Testament Law 
 

Leviticus 18:22 (ESV) “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.” 
 
Leviticus 20:13a (ESV) “If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination…”   



1. The Civil Law 
 
2. The Ceremonial Law 

 
3. The Moral Law 

 
D. Romans 1 
 

Romans 1:18 (ESV) “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” 
 
Romans 1:21-23 (ESV) “21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.” 
 
Romans 1:24-25 (ESV) “24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.” 
 
Romans 1:26-27 (ESV) “26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed 
with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their 
error.” 
 
Romans 1:28 (ESV) “And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought 
not to be done.” 

 
E. 1 Corinthians 6; 1 Timothy 1 
 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (ESV) “9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” 
 
1 Timothy 1:9-10 (ESV) “9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 the sexually 
immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine.” 
 
“The Bible is clear and consistent, affirming with one voice from cover to cover that homosexual activity is sexual immorality 
before God.”                                                                                                                                                                     �David Platt 

 
 
II.      A Focus on False Justifications of Homosexuality  
 

A. “Jesus never said anything about homosexuality” 

        2 Timothy 3:16a (ESV) “All Scripture is breathed out by God…”   
 

Matthew 19:4-6 (ESV) “4 He answered, ‘Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and 
female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.’” 

 
B. “Homosexuality is like being left handed; it is the way you were born.” 
  

Jeremiah 17:9 (NKJV) “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked…”  
 

C. Isn’t the church supposed to love everyone? 
 
 
 
III.     A Focus on the Gospel 
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Often it is easy to forget how far from Scripture our culture has gone in such a short period of time, 
especially when it comes to the issue of homosexuality. Listen to this quote,  

Even in purely nonreligious terms, homosexuality represents a misuse of the sexual 
faculty and, in the words of one … educator, of “human construction.” It is a pathetic little 
second-rate substitution for reality, a pitiable flight from life. As such it deserves fairness, 
compassion, understanding and, when possible, treatment. But it deserves no 
encouragement, no glamorization, no rationalization, no fake status as minority 
martyrdom. 
[Quoted in Robert Jeffress, Hell? Yes! page 95, from Time Magazine, January 21, 1966, 
page 41]  

Do you know the source of that quote? It is from Time magazine in 1966. Can you imagine something 
like that being in Time today? Notice especially the labeling of homosexuality as “pathetic” and 
“pitiable.” I am especially surprised by the line that homosexuality deserves no “fake stature as minority 
martyrdom.” The attempt to present homosexuals as a mistreated minority people is exactly what is 
happening today.  
To me, the shocking thing is not that the world has changed so quickly as to its assessment of 
homosexuality; the shocking thing is how much of the professing church (with an emphasis on 
professing) has reversed 2000 continuous years of  church history in which the church deemed 
homosexuality as immoral, and thus a sin. Today we are seeing denominations that once stood for the 
trustworthiness of Scripture in every area (no matter where the culture stood) now abandoning the faith of 
their founders and condoning homosexuality and even endorsing it as normal.  
The approach that I am going to take on this important subject is to first just focus on the Scriptures 
themselves as to what is taught about homosexuality. Secondly, we will focus on the false justifications 
for homosexuality, and then we will close with a focus on the Gospel. 
 

I.  A Focus on the Scriptures Relating to Homosexuality  
The word “hermeneutics” is defined as “the science of interpretation.” In most any Bible college or 
seminary you must take a class on hermeneutics and learn guiding principles to enable you to correctly 
interpret the Scriptures. Today in much of the professing church we have what one scholar calls “A 
hermeneutic of legitimization.” He is referring to the attempt to twist the interpretation of the Scriptures to 
legitimize homosexuality. Here is a summary of what this “hermeneutic of legitimization” does.  

The homosexual movement has employed a well-documented hermeneutic of suspicion 
toward biblical texts that address homosexuality… When that effort is crushed on the 
shores of reality, they then suggest that, though the passages do speak of homosexual 
acts, they reveal a patriarchal and oppressive bias that must be rejected by the 
contemporary church. Furthermore, it is commonly argued, Paul did not know of the 
reality of homosexual orientation, and thus Romans 1:26-27 must be read as if it referred 
to homosexual acts on the part of otherwise heterosexual persons.  
[Albert Mohler, Desire and Deceit: The Real Cost of the New Sexual Tolerance, page 52-
53]  



Let me make sure we understand what he is saying. Let’s look at the passage that is referred to. Romans 
1:26-27 (ESV) “For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged 
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with 
women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and 
receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.” What the “hermeneutic of legitimization” is 
saying that this passage only refers to those who are born heterosexual and not to those that are born 
homosexuals. The Apostle Paul was ignorant of what they call “the reality of homosexual orientation” 
and so what Paul says must be changed and modernized based on our superior knowledge of reality. That 
is an example of the twisted hermeneutics of the homosexual movement.  
Let’s look at some key passages that must guide us as to where we stand on homosexuality.  

A.  Genesis 1, 2 
Genesis 1:26-28a (ESV):  

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  So God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth…” 

Genesis 2:24 (ESV) “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh.”  
There is no other way to read the creation account except that God’s plan was that a man and a woman 
come together in marriage, and they, in a “one flesh” union, bring forth children. Anything else would 
require a totally different creation account. There is no other legitimate way to read Genesis 1-2. The very 
way that woman was physically created indicates that she was divinely designed as the compliment and 
counterpart to man. A straightforward reading of Genesis 1-2 clearly indicates that sexual “one flesh” 
union is not designed to be between any two people but between a male and a female. Later we see it 
revealed that it is a man and a woman in a committed covenant relationship called marriage. The phrase 
“one flesh” points to a sexual union that can result in children. That sexual union that can result in being 
fruitful and multiplying presupposes two persons of the opposite sex. This is really basic, but so many 
seem to be missing the obvious, likely because they want to miss it. To biblically condone a homosexual 
union would require a totally different creation account.  
We see a commentary on the creation account in Malachi 2:15 (ESV) “Did he not make them one, with a 
portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard 
yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth.” God designed 
marriage as a part of His plan to bring forth children to be godly offspring. Certainly bringing forth 
children is not the only reason for marriage I but it is an important reason. The bringing forth of children 
requires a male and a female.  

B.  Genesis 19 
The events that are recorded in Genesis 19 show the perversity of the city of Sodom where Abraham’s 
nephew Lot and his family settled. Throughout the rest of the Bible Sodom and its sister city Gomorrah 
are synonymous with evil and wickedness that brings God’s judgment. The sinfulness and resulting 
judgment that came to Sodom and Gomorrah are referenced in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Lamentations, 
Amos, Zephaniah, and Matthew and Luke in the New Testament. The word “sodomy” that is used today 
to refer to homosexuality comes from the city of Sodom.  
The events recorded in Genesis 19 are horrifying. Lot meets two strangers at the gate of Sodom. These 
strangers were actually angels. Lot invites them to stay in his house. Later, the men of Sodom surround 



Lot’s house and make some horrifying demands. Genesis 19:5 (HCSB) “They called out to Lot and said, 
‘Where are the men who came to you tonight? Send them out to us so we can have sex with them!’” Lot 
refused their demand and as a result the men of Sodom began to try to break in to Lot’s house to get to the 
two strangers. Genesis 19:9b (ESV) “Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, and drew near to break 
the door down.” As they started toward the door to break it down, the two angels pulled Lot back into the 
house. We see what happened next in Genesis 19:11 (ESV) “And they [the two angels] struck with 
blindness the men who were at the entrance of the house, both small and great, so that they wore 
themselves out groping for the door.” The angels then proceeded to tell Lot to get out of the city since the 
certain judgment of God was coming. Genesis 19:13 (ESV) “For we are about to destroy this place, 
because the outcry against its people has become great before the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to 
destroy it.”  
It is interesting to observe the hermeneutic of legitimization as it is applied to this passage. Those who are 
interested in making the Bible homosexual friendly say that these men of Sodom were simply trying to be 
hospitable to these angels who came as men. That interpretation has no legitimacy all. The hermeneutic of 
legitimization says that the sin of Sodom had nothing to do with homosexuality. They often point to 
Ezekiel 16:49 (ESV) “Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, 
excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy.” Let’s look at both of these 
claims.  
If the men of Sodom were only trying to get to know the men that came to Lot’s house, why did Lot call 
their actions “wicked” in Genesis 19:7 (ESV) “and said, ‘I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly.’”  
As for the Ezekiel passage, we need to see some context of the verse we quoted that says their sin was, 
“pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy.” Look at Ezekiel 16:50 
(ESV) “They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So I removed them, when I saw it.” That 
word “abomination” is the word used in Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 to refer to homosexual acts (we will 
examine those two verses in a moment). We also see in that it was homosexuality that brought the 
judgment of God. Jude 1:7  “just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise 
indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a 
punishment of eternal fire.” 

C.  The Old Testament Law 
Leviticus 18:22 (ESV) “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.” Leviticus 
20:13a (ESV) “If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination.” 
Any time we refer to the Old Testament law, we must be very careful to “rightly divide the word of truth” 
(2 Tim 2:15). Those who want to discount the Old Covenant law are quick to point out that the same law 
that prohibits homosexuality also prohibits eating pork, charging interest on a loan, and wearing garments 
with two kinds of fabric. This approach to the Old Covenant law basically says that it is all irrelevant to 
today. How do we rightly divide the word of truth? We need to understand that the law had three parts.  
1.   The Civil Law 
The civil law was given to govern Israel under a “Theocracy” (God as King). There were two main 
purposes of the civil law. The first was to govern the people by revealing acts that were considered wrong 
by God and to lay out the penalties for those wrong or neglectful deeds. The second purpose of the civil 
law was to keep the Israelites separate from the pagan cultures around them. The dietary laws, the laws 
about mixed fabrics, the death penalty for multiple crimes (including adultery) are all part of the civil law. 
2.   The Ceremonial Law  
The ceremonial law is basically the sacrificial system and all the details about how the sacrifices are to be 
prepared and offered. Also included in the ceremonial law were the special feasts. Most of the ceremonies 
pointed to and prepared the way for Christ who is the fulfillment of the sacrifices.  
3.   The Moral Law 
The moral law is summarized in nine of the Ten Commandments and also included those moral acts that 
were abominable to God such as homosexuality. How do we determine what part of the law is still 



applicable to those under the New Covenant? The ones that are still binding are those that are repeated in 
the New Testament. For instance, nine of the Ten Commandments are repeated in the New Testament. 
The only one not commanded in the New Testament is the fourth commandment – “Remember the 
Sabbath and keep it holy.” The Old Testament Sabbath is a part of the ceremonial law that pointed to 
Jesus. Jesus is our Sabbath rest (Hebrews 4:3-13). We worship on Sunday in remembrance of the day that 
Jesus rose from the dead. So the relevance of the law concerning homosexuality is based on whether or 
not homosexuality is presented as a sin in the New Testament. We are going to see that homosexuality is 
presented as a sin in the New Testament and thus it is still an abomination to God. 

D.  Romans 1 
We have already dealt with this passage in the introduction to the message. I want to add just a few things 
to what has already been said. What we see in Romans 1 is a downward progression of fallen men in a 
fallen world when as Romans 1:18 (ESV) says, they “by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”  
The first result is idolatry.  
Romans 1:21-23 (ESV):   
“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals 
and creeping things.”  
The next result in that mankind exchanges the truth for the lie.  
Romans 1:24-25 (ESV):  
“Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.”  
The third and ultimate result of a people or nation or culture suppressing the truth is homosexuality.  
Romans 1:26-27 (ESV):  
“For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations 
for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were 
consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.”  
This passage can be twisted, added to, and attempted to explain away, but the meaning is so clear. This is 
not talking sexual orientation; it is talking about gender. The issue is exchanging the natural God ordained 
relationship between a man and woman for unnatural same-sex relationships.  
What is the result of this downward progression? Romans 1:28 (ESV) “And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.” The word 
“debased” means depraved (NIV) or unable to discern. God gives them up to their sin. 

E.  1 Corinthians 6; 1 Timothy 1 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (ESV) “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God.”  
1 Timothy 1:9-10 (ESV) “understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless 
and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers 
and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine.” Time does not allow us to look at these lists in 
depth, but the point is that homosexuality is included in a list of sins that when practiced as an 
unconfessed pattern of life give evidence of an absence of genuine salvation which results in not 
inheriting the kingdom of God.  



 David Platt gives a good summary of what the Bible teaches about homosexuality. “The Bible is clear 
and consistent, affirming with one voice from cover to cover that homosexual activity is sexual 
immorality before God.” [David Platt, Counter Culture, page 171]  
 

II.  A Focus on False Justifications of Homosexuality  
I never cease to be amazed at how those who seek to justify this sin are enabled to creatively twist the 
Scriptures. To try to justify homosexuality is saying that the church started and built by Jesus Himself has 
been wrong about homosexuality for 2,000 years. Brilliant Bible scholars like Augustine, Luther, Calvin, 
Knox, Wesley, Owen, Edwards, Whitefield, Spurgeon, Torrey, Machen, and scholars of today were all 
wrong. What arrogance!  
What are some of the most common objections to the traditional, orthodox interpretations concerning the 
sinfulness of all homosexual acts? 

A.  “Jesus never said anything about homosexuality” 
Carl Lentz, the pastor of Hillsong Church in New York City, said this about homosexuality, "Jesus was in 
the thick of an era where homosexuality, just like it is today, was widely prevalent.  And I'm still waiting 
for someone to show me the quote where Jesus addressed it on the record in front of people.  You won't 
find it because he never did." [World Magazine, June 2014]  
That statement can be refuted on many grounds. First, it assumes that only what Jesus said in Scripture 
(the red print) has authority. 2 Timothy 3:16a (ESV) “All Scripture is breathed out by God…” Since Jesus 
is God who came in flesh, the entire Bible is His Word.  
Second, while Jesus is not recorded as saying the word homosexuality He did speak against it in two 
ways. First, He affirmed the creation account which evidences the fact that homosexuality was never a 
part of God’s plan. Matthew 19:4-6 (ESV) “He answered, ‘Have you not read that he who created them 
from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.’”  
Third, Jesus often pronounced fornication as a sin, and by definition, fornication is an umbrella term for 
all sexual activity other than between a man and a woman in a covenant marriage. There is no doubt about 
where the Lord Jesus stood and stands on homosexuality.  

B.  “Homosexuality is like being left handed; it is the way some are born” 
The tests that prove some people are born with attraction for the same sex are suspect, but is really doesn’t 
matter. When sin came into the world, all of creation fell, including man. Jeremiah 17:9a (NKJV) "The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” Even if a person has same sex attraction, that 
doesn’t cancel what the Bible says. To act out those desires is sin. In the power of the Holy Spirit, every 
Christian can walk in victory over sinful sexual desires whether it is heterosexual desire for someone 
other than your spouse or homosexual desires. This argument is irrelevant in light of what the Scriptures 
clearly say.  

C.  “Isn’t the church supposed to love everyone?” 
The problem with this objection is that it seems to assume that if the church calls a behavior “sin,” that is 
a lack of love. Also, this question seems to assume that to love a person means allowing them to be a part 
of the church without forsaking their sin. So the answer to this question is that we are supposed to love 
everyone and it is because of that love that we tell those involved in homosexuality that it is a sin to be 
repented of so that the Gospel can set them free. To condone homosexual behavior in the name of love 
would be similar to a doctor telling a person with a fast growing cancer that they are in good health 
because they love them too much to tell them they have cancer and they must undergo drastic surgery to 
save their life.  



Here is the bottom line: we must establish our understanding and/or dealings with homosexuality based 
on what the Word of God says and not on what the culture around us, that leaves God out, (the world) 
says about it.  
 

III.  A Focus on the Gospel 
Let me be clear about something. The majority of sexual sin is heterosexual sex outside a covenant 
marriage and pornography. To rail against homosexuality and ignore pornography and heterosexual sex 
outside a covenant marriage is hypocrisy. Just as adulterers and adulteresses are delivered and forgiven 
through the power of the Gospel, even so those involved in homosexual activity can be delivered by the 
powerful Gospel that we proclaim.  
Learn this – if you are involved in a homosexual lifestyle, the homosexuality is what you do; it is not who 
you are. The blood of Christ shed for you can cover your sin and baptize you into Christ so that you have 
a new identity. You are a child of God, adopted into His family. You are a new person. The power of the 
Gospel is greater than the power of the sin of homosexuality; in fact it is greater than the power of any 
sin. 


