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 My plan for the preaching schedule is to spend this 

morning and next Sunday finishing the exposition of chapter 8 

(this morning, verses 33-34—next Sunday verses 35-39).  Then 

one sermon summarizing Romans 1-8, especially chapter 8.  And 

then, as I’ve mentioned, I’m planning to take us through a short 

study of several themes in the book of Proverbs.  In the hope of 

proclaiming the whole counsel of God, I want us to spend some 

time in another part of the Bible, another genre of biblical 

literature.  I want us to know the weighty and wonderful truths of 

Romans.  I also want us to be practically wise when it comes to 

things such as work and money and friendships and romance and 

sexuality and marriage and family and how we use our words and 

how we conduct ourselves in all these aspects of life in the fear of 

the Lord.  So we’ll spend several weeks in Proverbs studying some 

of those themes.  And then, after that, we’ll be right back in 

Romans, beginning in chapter 9.    

 As we’re coming now to the end of Romans 8, Paul 

continues to elaborate on the Gospel truths which should give us 

unshakable assurance of our salvation, assurance that God is for us, 

assurance that He is working all things together for our good, 

assurance that all those whom God foreknew and predestined and 

called and justified will certainly also be glorified, assurance that 

God gave His Son for us and therefore He will also graciously give 

us all things.  These are some of the wonderful promises that are 

leading us up the majestic mountain peak which is the conclusion 

of Romans 8.   

 In verses 33-34 Paul is going to say it again.  He’s going to 

say some things that are very similar to what he said in verses 31-

32.  He belabors these points because he longs for believers to live 

in the great assurance that is ours because of the work of 

redemption which has been achieved for us.  And I am belaboring 

these points because I desire the same thing—for myself and for 

this church.  I want us to have supreme confidence in our God who 

gave His Son for us.  I want us to have supreme confidence in the 

work of Christ on our behalf.  There is great joy in this assurance.  

God is glorified when we have confidence in Him.  And this 

confidence will free us to love and risk and sacrifice for the sake of 

the Gospel.   



2 
 

 So let’s look at these next two verses—verses 33-34—and 

let’s meditate again on what has been achieved for us.  We’ll begin 

with the truth that we are justified, not condemned.  And then we 

will look at the work of Christ, spelled out in four phrases in verse 

34: He died, He was raised, He is at the right hand of God, He is 

interceding for us. 

Justified, Not Condemned 

 In verse 31, which we looked at last week, the question 

was, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  It’s a rhetorical 

question, making the statement, “Since God is for us, nobody can 

ultimately be against us.”  And now the very similar question 

comes in verse 33, “Who shall bring any charge against God’s 

elect?”  Another rhetorical question, making the statement, 

“Nobody can successfully bring a charge against God’s elect.”  

The mention of God’s elect reminds us of the Golden Chain in 

verses 29-30.  Those whom God foreknew He also predestined, 

called, justified, and glorified.  It also reminds us of the description 

in verse 28, that all things are working together for the good of 

whom . . . those who love God and are called according to His 

purpose.  These are the elect—those who have been chosen by 

God—whom God calls to Himself.  And if you repent of your sin 

and trust in Christ today, it will show that you, too, are part of this 

group.   

The reason nobody can successfully bring a damning 

charge against God’s elect is because God justifies.  Justification is 

a legal term.  It’s a courtroom term.  It refers to being declared 

righteous in the sight of the Judge.  If God, the Righteous Judge, 

declares a person righteous, then nothing can contradict that 

declaration.  Nobody can stand in that courtroom and say, “This 

person is unrighteous, this person must be condemned.”  Any 

statement like that will not stand, because God has made His 

declaration, “This person is righteous in my sight.  This person is 

accepted into my presence because of the righteousness of Christ.” 

 For some concrete images of the courtroom setting, we can 

think of many tragic news stories which we’ve been seeing 

recently.  We can bring to mind the photographs, or sometimes 

drawings, of the courtroom scene, as the verdict is given.  The 

Paralympic champion from South Africa, Oscar Pistorius, was 

charged with murder.  Army Private Bradley Manning was 

convicted of leaking classified information.  Ariel Castro, in 

Cleveland, was convicted of imprisoning 3 young women in his 

home.  He was sentenced to life in prison, plus 1,000 years.  

Edward Snowden was charged with espionage for leaking 

classified US government information.  A troubling case comes 
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from my alma mater, Wheaton College, where a professor there 

was charged with possession of child pornography.  However, 

because of a plea deal he may end up not serving any jail time at 

all.  U.S. Army Major Nidal Hasan was convicted on 13 counts of 

murder and sentenced to death for his shooting rampage at Fort 

Hood.  And then, probably the one we’ve discussed the most, the 

acquittal of George Zimmerman, who shot and killed 17-year-old 

Trayvon Martin, claiming self-defense. 

 Just a brief news review like that helps us to realize the 

limitations of the justice system in our country, indeed, the 

limitations of any merely human justice system.  Individuals, if 

they are caught, are made to stand before a court and are either 

convicted as guilty and given a sentence that seems to fit the crime, 

or they are acquitted—the charges are removed and they can go 

free.  Because of God’s common grace to mankind, we should be 

thankful that our society strives to achieve some measure of 

justice.  But we can also see how far we fall short.   

 Which is why we ought to look longingly to that great Day 

when our Savior will return and set all things right.  There will be a 

day when justice is served.  But lest you look of that Day naively, 

lest you think of that day as the day when all the people you hate 

will go to hell and you and your friends will get your rewards, you 

need to realize the verdict that is deserved by each and every one 

of us.   

 We can look with disgust at some of the individuals I just 

mentioned.  But in the courtroom of God, we all stand in the same 

place.  We are all guilty sinners.  It may not be that your sins 

would land you in jail.  But they would land you in hell, if it were 

not for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

 My point here is to impress upon every one of us the reality 

of the courtroom of God.  We must consider the judgment that is 

coming, and the Just Judge who holds the gavel.  To stand before 

Him on our own merits would be hopeless.  We would certainly 

not be acquitted.  There would be no plea bargains.  The charges 

against us would be too many to number, and the sentence would 

not be 1,000 years, but an endless eternity of years.   

 We have to come to terms with this reality in order to 

rejoice in what verse 33 says.  Who shall bring any charge against 

God’s elect?  Well, many could attempt to bring a charge, and 

might be very eager to bring a charge.  Satan would like to throw 

my sins up in my face.  Those in the world could point out our 

faults and inconsistencies and shortcomings.  You might even be 

pretty good at beating up yourself over your own sins.  But none of 
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those charges will stand against God’s elect, because God, the 

Judge, declares us righteous.  And when the gavel comes down 

with that declaration, no further charges will be heard.   

There will be no condemnation.  Paul makes the point yet 

again in the rhetorical question at the beginning of verse 34.  “Who 

is to condemn?”  No one can condemn.  Just as this great chapter 

opened in 8:1 with the words, “There is therefore now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”   

There are two important implications to see from this truth 

that no charge can be leveled against God’s elect.  The first 

implication is a warning.  The warning is this: if you are not in 

Christ, if you are not repenting of sin and resting in His sacrificial 

death, then you have everything to fear, because God will bring a 

charge against you that you could never escape. 

The second implication is a wonderful promise.  The 

promise is this: If you are in Christ, then you have nothing to fear, 

because Christ has done all that is necessary to shield you from the 

punishment you deserve and He has earned for you an eternal 

reward. 

What we have now in verse 34 is this great summary of the 

work of Christ—His death, resurrection, exaltation, and 

intercession.  Let’s look at these one-by-one. These four statements 

about the work of Christ assure us that we are, indeed, justified and 

will not be condemned. 

Christ’s Death 

 Paul is summarizing for us a narrative that is recorded in 

the Gospels, the narrative of Christ’s death, then resurrection, then 

His ascension into heaven to be exalted at God’s right hand.  So I 

want to read a few verses from those narratives to remind us of the 

actual events that took place.  These are not just abstract 

theological assertions.  These are concrete historical events.  Here 

are a few verses of what John records about the death of Jesus. 

“After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill 

the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so 

they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and 

held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, he 

said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his 

spirit.” (John 19:28–30, ESV)  

 That statement of Jesus, “It is finished,” indicates to us that 

He knew He had accomplished what He came for.  As we learned 

last week in Romans 8:32, God gave His Son specifically for us 
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all, referring to all God’s elect.  Christ finished that work on the 

cross.  His death was successful in purchasing the redemption of 

all the elect. 

Christ’s Resurrection 

“When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 

of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and 

anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the 

sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they were saying to one 

another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of 

the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone had been 

rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a 

young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and 

they were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You 

seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not 

here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see 

him, just as he told you.”” (Mark 16:1–7, ESV)  

Christ’s resurrection is so essential to our Gospel hope, 

because His sacrificial death would have been an utter failure if He 

had been conquered by the grave.  If He remained in that tomb, 

then He saved no one.  As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15, “if Christ 

has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 

sins” (v. 17).  It would not have been enough if Jesus died and 

remained dead.  He had to die and then conquer death.  He had to 

triumph over the grave.  Our salvation depends upon it.  And that’s 

why Romans 4:25 says He “was delivered up for our trespasses 

and raised for our justification.”  This shows us the inseparable 

connection between Jesus’ death and His resurrection.  He was 

delivered up (He died) for our trespasses.  And He was raised for 

our justification, meaning His resurrection proved that the 

substitutionary death was effective.  The resurrection proves that 

Jesus’ death conquered death, and therefore purchased our 

justification. 

We serve a Lord who has died, but did not remain dead.  

The grave could not hold Him.  It was not possible for Him to be 

held by death.  He is not in a tomb.  God raised Him from the 

dead!  And as we share with others the wonderful news of our 

Lord, we must be sure to tell people that our Lord is a risen Lord.  

He is not in a grave like Buddha or Mohammed or Joseph Smith.  

He is alive!  He was not just a moral teacher.  He was not just a 

charismatic leader.  He did not merely live an extraordinary life.  

He did not merely die a sacrificial death, as honorable as that 

might be.  He rose from the dead, showing that His sacrificial 

death was utterly unique—indeed, divine.   
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 This is our hope, that He successfully bore our sins on the 

cross.  He satisfied God’s wrath against sin.  And the fact that He 

rose again proves that.  If we were gathered here today to honor 

and worship a Jesus who was merely an inspiring role model, we 

would be fools.  He certainly is an inspiring role model.  But we 

are here to praise and glorify the Jesus of Scripture, the true Son of 

God, a man attested by God, who died according to God’s plan, 

and who was then raised up from the dead.  He is a living Savior.  

He is our risen Lord.   

Christ’s Exaltation 

 We can begin here by remembering the ascension.  Luke 

records this at the end of his gospel, and again at the beginning of 

Acts.   

“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands 

he blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from them and 

was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned 

to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple 

blessing God.” (Luke 24:50–53, ESV)  

“So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you 

at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is 

not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by 

his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when 

he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing 

into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”” (Acts 1:6–

11, ESV)  

 Just think of how sweet this must have been for our Lord.  

He had made Himself nothing, taking the form of a slave.  He 

humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross (Philippians 2:7-8).  But then, finally, after the 

agony of the cross, He was raised and then after 40 days He was 

taken back to the Father’s side. 

Psalm 110:1 says this: “The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at 

my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.””  You 

find that verse quoted and alluded to in many, many places in the 

NT.  It’s one of the most quoted OT verses in the NT.  And that’s 
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the reference here.  The Messiah is exalted at the place of honor 

and power, and He will subdue all His enemies.    

Jesus prayed for this in His high priestly prayer, saying to 

the Father, “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work 

that you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 

existed” (John 17:4-5).  And that is, in fact, what happened in the 

ascension and exaltation.  The eternal Son of God returned to His 

place of honor in the Father’s presence.   

Stephen, just before he was stoned to death as the first 

martyr, in Acts 7, was given a glimpse of this heavenly scene even 

before he died. 

“But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 

glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he 

said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God.”” (Acts 7:55–56, ESV)  

  Now, what is the significance of the fact that, in Psalm 

110:1, and the places where that is referenced, Christ is pictured as 

“seated” at the right hand of God?  What Stephen saw was Jesus 

“standing” at the right hand of God.  So apparently He’s not 

always seated.  And Romans 8:34 simply says He “is at the right 

hand of God.”  But there’s also something important to see in the 

fact that Jesus Christ is “seated at the right hand of God.” 

Listen to what Hebrews 10 says about this.  Listen to the 

comparison between the priests in the old covenant, and Jesus 

Christ, our high priest. 

“And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly 

the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.[We studied 

the tabernacle recently in our study through Exodus, and if you 

remember the furniture in the tabernacle (and in the Temple), there 

were no chairs, there was no place for the priests to sit; their work 

in the Temple was continual; it was never finished.] But when 

Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his 

enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single 

offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified.” (Hebrews 10:11–14, ESV)  

 When you think of Jesus sitting at the right hand of God, 

think of the fact that His work is finished, which is what He said 

on the cross, “It is finished.”  In creation, God rested on the 

seventh day, not because He was tired, but because He was 
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finished.  The work was complete.  And Jesus, too, does not sit 

because He’s tired, but because He completed the work that He 

was sent to earth to accomplish.     

Christ’s Intercession 

 And this leads us, finally, to the last of these four phrases 

about the work of Christ.  He died, rose again, ascended to an 

exalted place at the right hand of God, and what is He doing there 

in that exalted place?  He is interceding for us!  This is an 

awesome thought. 

Think about the comfort you get when a friend says, I’m 

praying for you.  That should be of great comfort to us, because 

God hears the prayers of His people.  Prayer is powerful and 

effective.  Now think about Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the 

Trinity, praying for you, interceding for you, pleading your case in 

the courtroom of God.  This is an awesome thing, indeed.   

Our Savior, who died for us and rose from the dead, and is 

exalted at the right hand of God the Father, He is praying to the 

Father on our behalf.  He is our high priest.  He offered Himself as 

the sacrifice, and He is the priest presenting that sacrifice before 

the Father, making atonement for His sheep.  I’ll read from 

Hebrews again for us to see how precious and powerful this is.   

“The former priests were many in number, because they were 

prevented by death from continuing in office, but [Jesus] holds his 

priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw 

near to God through him, since he always lives to make 

intercession for them.” (Hebrews 7:23–25, ESV)  

 So picture Jesus, eternally making intercession for you, 

making it known before God that your sins are washed away by 

His blood.  When you are discouraged, when you stumble in sin 

and you are mourning over that sin, there can be joy and 

confidence and hope in your repentance because “we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 

 This is a powerful reason for confidence in our salvation.  

Jesus not only died on the cross, which is where He bore the wrath 

for our sins, but His resurrection proves the power of that death.  

And He is now in a position of exaltation at the right hand of the 

Father, and He is interceding for us.   

With this rock-solid assurance, we know that nothing—

absolutely nothing—can separate us from the love of Christ.  Let 

this sink in, brothers and sisters.  Let this great chapter of Romans 
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8 sink into our souls and make us strong in the Lord.  May we have 

deep roots in these truths so that we can be strong when the storms 

come and so we can bear much fruit that will glorify our God and 

be a blessing to others.   

Just think of the comfort and the peace and the boldness 

that this assurance can bring.  We don’t need to fear persecution or 

hardship of any kind, because God is working all things for our 

good.  We don’t need to fear any enemy, even Satan, because God 

is for us.  We don’t need to be depressed by our own shortcomings 

and sins, because God is the One who justifies.  We don’t need to 

be concerned by the slander or accusations that may come against 

us from others, because God is the One who justifies.  No one can 

condemn us.  And we know that our Advocate, Jesus Christ, is at 

the right hand of the Father.  He died for us, He rose again, He is 

exalted on high, and He is interceding for us.   


