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KJV – Luke 19:37-44 

 

“The Deciding Factor” 

Introduction: 

     In the book of Luke chapter nineteen shows our Saviour’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. To my 
knowledge this is one of two times it records the LORD Jesus as weeping. It was their day of 
decision, it was the deciding factor for the nation of Israel and the LORD being omniscient knew 
that they would as a nation; reject Him as the Messiah.  

     The general public upon entry rejoiced, but this day that He road down off of the Mount of Olives 
was their day of decision, it was their deciding factor. 

     Our LORD’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem was prophesied by both Isaiah and Zechariah.  

Isaiah  62:11 

11 Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, 
thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. 

Zechariah 9:9 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

     The Psalmist even wrote about this event in the 118th Psalm 

Psalm 118:26 

26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord. 

     The road from Jericho to Jerusalem was a steep ascent, rising up some 3,300 feet over the short 
course of 17 miles. This represented the last leg of the long journey that had began in Luke 9:51 and 
would end in Jerusalem; culminating with the cross. 

Luke 19:37-40 

37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of 
the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had 
seen; 
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38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the 
highest. 

39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 

40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones 
would immediately cry out. 

     This was their day of decision, the deciding factor for these people; would they be like the 
Disciples and take Him even as He was? Would they accept Him as the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God; the deliverer, the Messiah or would they reject Him, only He knew the outcome, and like today 
only He knows the outcome of your life. Each and every time that the Gospel goes forth it creates 
another day of decision for someone it creates the deciding factor. Every time the message of 
redemption is delivered it gives cause for someone, somewhere to decide. People say I will not 
decide yet, I will wait; you just did. You said no to your deciding factor by rejecting the Life. 

     People listen to this message of deliverance, they hear the gospel, they are given the plan of God’s 
Grace and yet they reject, because they have what they need. Man has his religion, he has his 
traditions and customs. He has his rituals and rites along with the water baptism, he has his 
complete trust in himself because he cannot surrender to a Sovereign God.  

     Just like the Pharisees in Luke chapter 19: And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude 
said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. The Pharisees couldn’t see their need for a Saviour 
because they couldn’t see their depravity.  They had their religion, they had Moses; they had the 
Law and they Prophets. They had Father Abraham and the covenant of circumcision. 

Luke 19:39-40 

39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 

40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones 
would immediately cry out. 

     The rocks have a story to tell. There’s that little rock in the desert while the children of Israel 
were wondering around in the wilderness that gave drink to the nation of Israel. 

- Little rock in the shepherd’s sling – killed him a giant. 

- 4 little rocks that never left the pouch – they were waiting on the giant’s 4 brothers. 

- Big rock on the hill – Guarding the tomb. 

     Jesus said that if these hold their peace the very rocks would cry out. This was a strong claim of 
deity, even referenced within the Old Testament: 

Habakkuk 2:11 

11 For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it. 
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Psalm 96:11 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 

     The Scripture often speaks of creation and nature praising God. 

Psalm 98:7-9 

7 Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. 

8 Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together 

9 Before the Lord; for he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world, and 
the people with equity. 

Isaiah 55:12 

12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break 
forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

     The LORD Jesus Christ road into town that day on a young colt was just like the Scripture 
proclaimed. The good news had been proclaimed, the light had been revealed this was their day of 
decision, the deciding factor was at hand. And every time the decision is rejected, it gives cause for 
the rendering of judgment.  

The judgment of Jerusalem: 

Luke 19:41-44 

41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 

42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 

43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass 
thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 

44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in 
thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. 

     He beheld the city, and wept over it: because He knew of their rejection. Then He Sovereignly 
pronounces judgment which would be fulfilled by the Romans in A.D. 70. Why this proclamation of 
Judgment? Because of the reject of their day of decision, the refusal for life when the deciding factor 
was placed before them. Yet these things were hid from their eyes so that they knew not the time of 
their visitation from the King of kings.  

     This would be the cause for their judgment and for the way of Grace to be offered to the Gentiles 
as part of God’s plan of redemption. Their day of decision gave cause for their rejection and 
judgment. Their day of decision gave cause for the court and cross. 
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     Their day of decision gave cause for the veil – ripped from top to bottom. That Lamb that was 
sacrificed gave cause for the Gospel to go forth to all men. Which in turn gives cause for a day of 
decision each time it is presented: and what is the Gospel that could cause such deep conviction for 
the rendering of such a decision? 

     The Death, the Burial and the Resurrection of Christ, the rejection brings forth the proclamation 
of Judgment.  

Matthew 11:20-24 

20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because they 
repented not: 

21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 

22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 

23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the 
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until 
this day. 

24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than 
for thee. 

     Do you know what He is saying, here? 

Luke 12:47-48 

47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his 
will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For 
unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more. 

Degrees of Punishment.  

II Corinthians 5:21 

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. 

     This is the message of the gospel;  this is the good news. This is the power of God unto Salvation 
that gives cause for one to make a decision.  

      For He – God the Father. Hath made Him to be sin for us: - God the Son, the LORD Jesus Christ. 
Who knew no sin; - Hanging on that Cross He was Holy, harmless and undefiled.  
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     The perfect sinless, suffering, servant that appeased God’s wrath. That we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. On that one little verse lays the entire weight of the Gospel.  

     This is the wonderful doctrine of Substitution. The doctrine of Imputation, the doctrine of 
Justification; this is the doctrine of Salvation all through and by God’s amazing grace.  

     Once you have been given the glorious message of redemption through the Gospel – A day of 
decision is at hand once the Holy Spirit has dealt with your heart and you have rejected, your 
deciding factor has passed. Oh I pray to God today that you would seek the LORD, fall upon your 
face when He calls in faith believing in true repentance. That’s turning to God from sin because that 
is true repentance. Because unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to 
whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more. 

 

 


