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 God’s Glory in Man’s Disability  
John 9:1-12 

BI: God loves people with disabilities. Through them He often chooses to manifest 
His glory in extraordinary ways.	

      As you know, I have been out of the pulpit for most of the month of August. We drove 
out to California because my son Andrew got married to Allie and now there is a new 
Kirk in the family. Then, the day after the wedding, our other daughter-in-law, Rachael, 
unexpectedly gave birth to our first grandchild, Ellen. So now we have had two additions 
to the Kirk family in as many days. I tell you, when I see the gracious hand of the Lord 
blessing us and this church body as He does, it takes my breath away and often renders 
me speechless.  
     Months before leaving for California, Chris and I took the liberty to plan a couple of 
back-packing trips, one through Sequoia Ntl. Park and the other through Yosemite Ntl. 
Park, followed by a short stop at the Grand Canyon on the way home.  
      Now, if you have never had the privilege of visiting these places, you may not know 
how awe-inspiring they are. Everywhere we turned it seemed the glory of God was on 
display in extraordinary ways. The massive, ancient Trees of Sequoia, the magnificent 
granite peaks and valleys of Yosemite, the stunning beauty and fearful depths of the 
Grand Canyon, not to mention seemingly endless wonder of the Pacific Ocean. All of it 
cries out in unison, “God is awesome in glory! There is none like Him.”  
     But honestly, this is what we expected to experience when we went. We went to these 
places for the express purpose of seeing the glory of God and being awed by His 
handiwork. And He delivered even more than we expected when our little Ellen was born 
right in the middle of it all. So as I was thinking about what I would preach the first 
Sunday home, I really considered presenting a message on the glory of God in creation. 
But then I began looking at John chapter 9 and realized that the story of Jesus healing the 
blind man is also a magnificent display of the glory of God, perhaps in a way we have not 
considered. So let’s read the first part of the story and then think about the glory of God 
  

Read John 9:1-12 

    Now in this text I see two things. I see the obvious meaning, which we will spend less 
time on, and I see and important application, which we will spend more time thinking 
about. 

!
I. The Obvious Meaning: 

1. If you have been with us throughout our study of the Gospel of John then the main 
point of this text is obvious. Why did John write this gospel? It was so that by reading we 



would believe the Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and believing we would have life in 
His name. This story was written to help us get there.  

2. Notice the context: Jesus has been in a dispute with the Pharisees and in the middle of 
that dispute Jesus makes this statement (8:58), “Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I Am.” There can be no doubt here that Jesus is claiming to be God. It would have 
been absolutely radical and scandalous if He has said, “Before Abraham was, I was.” But 
that’s not what He said. He said, “Before Abraham was, I Am.” And His meaning was not 
lost on the Pharisees. They knew exactly what He was saying as is evidenced in 8:59 
when they picked up stones to stone kill Him on the spot. 

3. The point is, Jesus is claiming to be God. But of course, anyone can claim to be God! 
Anyone can say that they are the Christ… and many throughout the ages have made this 
very claim. But Jesus does something to demonstrate that His claim was true; namely, He 
heals a man very well known as one who was blind from birth.  

4. Notice how the story begins. Jesus and His disciples are still in Jerusalem (we know 
that because the pool of Siloam is there), and they come across a beggar who was 
suffering the devastating effects of congenital blindness (congenital simply means, 
present at birth).  

5. Now, imagine you are the parent of this little baby. You are so happy that your are 
going to have a baby. This is one of God’s promised blessing! Nothing could make a 
married couple more happy than to learn that they were going to have a baby, except, 
perhaps, the discovery that this baby was a son. Every couple hoped their first born 
would be a son. But then, some time later after all the celebrations, the circumcision, the 
thank offerings, the community-wide rejoicing, perhaps weeks or months later, it become 
apparent that something is wrong. This precious baby is blind! In modern times I think it 
is almost impossible for us to imagine the grief. This child would not grow up to be the 
leader of their family, and a blessing to the community. His only prospect was to become 
a beggar who sat beside the road asking people for hand-outs. Devastating! 

6. So Jesus and His disciples come upon this man and the disciples ask a question (9:2), 
“Rabbi, who sinned, tis man or his parents, that he would be born blind.” Now that 
probably was not the most compassionate thing to say. But you know, its always easier to 
have a theological conversation about a person’s need than to do something about it.  

7. This strikes us as a strange question, doesn’t it? But understand that back in Jesus’ day 
no one knew anything about disease. And the rabbinical scholars attributed all suffering 
to sin. That’s what Job’s friends did when he faced tragedy. In fact, they actually had this 
idea that it was possible for a baby to sin in the womb. They would point to Jacob and 
Easu about whom the Moses said (Gen 25) they struggle (wrestled) in this womb. In 
other words, they were fighting before they were born… or at least that how some took it.  

8. The important thing to note here is that Jesus’ disciples were asking about the cause of 
this man’s disability, and the only question in their mind was whose sin brought this 
about? But Jesus turns that question on its head.  (Read v. 3) 



9. The disciples were concerned about cause, but Jesus was concerned about purpose; 
namely, that the glory of God would be displayed because of this man’s disability. And 
God’s glory was displayed in this man when Jesus healed him.  

10. How as the glory of God displayed through this healing? The glory of God was not 
the healing itself, but in the One who performed the healing; namely, Jesus. This miracle 
announced with unmistakable clarity, “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.” He doesn’t 
only claim to be the Christ, He just proved it! This becomes explicit later on when the 
Pharisees try to deny it and the formerly-blind man retorts (9:30), “Well, this is an 
amazing thing, that you do not know where He is from and yet He opened my eyes.” That 
kind of willful ignorance is more astonishing than the miracle! 

11. So the glory of God was set on display in what it revealed about Jesus – that He is the 
very Son of God.  But I think there is another way the glory of God is set on display here 
and this brings us to…  

!
II. An Important Application: 
1. Remember, the disciples asked about the cause of the man’s congenital blindness but 
Jesus pointed them to God’s purpose instead.  

2. Now that is a really astounding thing when you stop for a moment and give it some 
thought. Jesus’ concern was not cause but purpose.  

I believe that one of the most practical and helpful things I am  
called to do as a pastor is to help God’s people see that 

All suffering has purpose under the sovereign rule 
 of our gracious God. !

3. I want to speak for a moment about God’s glory being displayed to the world through 
the suffering of those who have congenital disabilities, chronic diseases, or the effects 
traumatic injuries. This is important to us because we have a number of people in our 
church family who have been called upon to bear this kind of suffering for the glory of 
God. We have at least one child with Downs Syndrome, another with Muscular 
Dystrophy, another suffering the long-term effects childhood brain tumor, another with 
congenital heart disease, and others with congenital, incurable diseases. And I suspect 
this is true of every church body.  

4. When we look at the healing of the blind man its obvious to us that God intends to be 
glorified in the healing of the man suffering from congenital blindness. But even of Jesus 
had not healed him, the Man’s blindness would still be rooted in the sovereign purpose of 
God to display His glory.  

5. The main thing I want you to see in this text (aside from the fact that Jesus is the Son 
of God) is that all suffering finds real meaning and purpose in relation to God. If God is 
sovereign, no disease, not traumatic injury, no genetic abnormality is random or 



purposeless. Nothing slips through the fingers of Almighty God. Nothing gets by Him. 
There are no oversights, or mistakes in what He does so all suffering is purposeful, and 
that purpose is that “The works of God might be displayed in” and through those who 
suffer. 

6. Now, let’s make some observations:  

A. Some of you need to hear that God did not give you a suffering child as 
punishment for past sin. No, that’s not how God punishes. All of God’s retributive 
punishment was poured out upon His Son on the cross. There was none left to 
spill over on you. God gave you the child you have because He wants to set His 
glory on display in very unique ways. This is so contrary to the way the world 
thinks about disability. As the world sees it, if the preborn child is found to have 
abnormalities, it should be aborted. Dr. Brian Skotko, pediatric geneticist at 
Children’s Hospital in Boston, in a November 2009 article from ABC News, “An 
estimated 92 percent of all women who receive a prenatal diagnosis of Down 
syndrome choose to terminate their pregnancies.” Why? Because, in their mind 
such a child is nothing more than a genetic mistake and will be an unnecessary 
burden. But that’s not how God sees it. And that’s not how His people should see 
it. But you will only see it rightly if you understanding that the greatest thing in 
all the world is that God might be glorified in all things! That child you were 
given is not a punishment. He/she is a gift!  

B. Some bristle at the thought that God providentially ordains that certain children 
would be born with debilitating problems. The preferred perspective is that God 
either “allows” or simply “responds to” problems as they arise. But I don’t think 
you can reason that way from Scripture.  

1) Psalm 139:13-16 “You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my 
mother’s womb. 14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very 
well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, 
And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; 16 Your eyes have seen 
my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The days that 
were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.” 

2) Exodus 4:11 “The LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or 
who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?”  

3) The point here is, there is great hope and encouragement in believing the 
biblical truth that your child with disabilities was created by God with 
capacities to glorify Him in very special and unique ways.  

4) We should honor and bless those who have been given this burden to bear. 
1 Cor. 12:23 “On those parts of the body we think less honorable we 
bestow greater honor.” 

!

http://abcnews.go.com/Health/w_ParentingResource/down-syndrome-births-drop-us-women-abort/story?id=8960803


7. The question I asked as I was reading and think about these things was, “How is God 
uniquely glorified through children (and adults) who suffer from congenital disabilities 
and diseases? To answer that, I asked several parents in our church body to help me 
understand. Some of the answers were unexpected. 

A. Our disabled child shows us what it means to love unconditionally; not only 
because we are called to love her that way but because she loves everyone else 
that way. She has no malice toward anyone and just accepts people as they are.  

B. When people ask why we adopted a child with special needs it gives us the 
perfect opportunity to share the gospel. 

C. The work of caring for our child is very hard and demanding, and while that is not 
pleasant it does make us long for heaven and the ultimate healing our child will 
experience when we see Jesus face to face. 

D. God glorifies Himself through our disabled child by exposing my sin and need for 
greater sanctification. God uses the struggles and disappointments to refocus on 
what really matters in this life. 

E. Caring for our special needs child reminds us daily of God’s constant care for us. 
We are so weak, so prone to resist him, and make a mess of things, but He is so 
incredibly patient, kind, and gracious toward us.  

F. Raising our child teaches us how God wants us to treat others. Every person we 
meet is broken in some way. They don’t need our condemnation. They need us to 
love them as Christ loves us. 

G. The expenses and financial hardships of having a special needs child has enables 
us to see how abundantly God provides for needs that appear too great for us to 
handle.  

H. Adopting special needs children is the perfect picture of God’s adoption of us. We 
were helpless and needy because of our sin, but God, because of His great love 
with which He loves us, stepped into our world and rescued us, and made us apart 
of his family (with all our disabilities an warts) and cherishes us as His own.  

8. These are only some of the ways “the works of God are on display” in children with 
special needs. But there are more. One day God will be glorified in their ultimate healing.  

A. Revelation 21:4 “and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will 
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; 
the first things have passed away.”  

B. 2 Corinthians 4:17 “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all comparison.” 

9. Sometimes when you see a disabled child or adult you don’t know what to say. 
Perhaps, instead of trying to come up with something to say (and putting your foot in 



your mouth) why not just love them, and bless them, and remind yourself that God made 
this person for a special purpose: “That the works of God might be revealed in him.” 
BI: God loves people with disabilities. Through them He often chooses to manifest 
His glory in extraordinary ways.	
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