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Message #77              Matthew 22:15-22 

 

In this section the religious leaders come up with a plan to verbally trap Christ.  But the plan 

backfires. 

 

NO MATTER HOW THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS TRIED TO TRAP JESUS CHRIST, 

THEY COULD NOT EVER DO IT BECAUSE HE ALWAYS COMMUNICATED GOD’S 

TRUTH EVEN ABOUT  TAXES , WHICH SHOWS THEIR HYPOCRISY. 

 

COMPONENT PART #1 – The  plot  of the evil religious leaders.  22:15 

 

The Greek word “plotted” is one that means these leaders actually met collectively in a council 

meeting (Smith, p. 422).  The word “trap” is just what it implies–the council meeting was to 

figure out a way to verbally ensnare or trap Jesus Christ.  But the root word from which “trap” 

comes indicates that they wanted to devise a plan that would trap Him in a fixed, solid way such 

as staking out a tent in a solid way (Smith, p. 359).  In other words, this meeting is designed to 

truly come up with a plan to trap Christ in such a way that He cannot possibly escape the trap. 

 

COMPONENT PART #2 – The  plan  of the evil religious leaders.  22:16-17 

 

They would send specific (articular) Pharisaical disciples along with the Herodians.  The 

Herodians were a group of Jewish political/religious leaders who were linked to Rome.  

Normally these two groups did not get along, but they joined together in their hatred of Jesus 

Christ and their desire to eliminate Him.  The game plan is this: we send this elite team up 

against Jesus Christ to so trap Him that He cannot possibly get out of the trap, by having two 

groups–one against taxes and one for taxes.  They figure they can get Him–if He opposes taxes, 

Rome will oppose Him (through the Herodians); if He supports taxes the Jews will oppose Him 

(through the Pharisees). 

 

Statement #1 - They were to identify Jesus as a  teacher .  22:16a 

 

Statement #2 - They were to tell Jesus what they  know .  22:16 

 

The word “know” means they were to tell Jesus what they had perceived or seen.  These were 

things of which they had knowledge. 

 

(Fact#1) - They know Jesus is  truthful .  22:16b    He is, they aren’t. 

 

(Fact#2) - They know Jesus teaches the way of the God in  truth .  22:16c 

 

(Fact#3) - They know Jesus does  not  defer teaching truth for anyone.  22:16d 

 

The word “defer” means that Jesus would not bend the truth of God for any care or reason, and 

regardless of whom the object was (Smith, p. 283).  Jesus would not alter God’s truth no matter 

whose toes it stepped on. 
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(Fact#4) - They know Jesus is not  partial  in presentation of truth.  22:16 

 

Statement #3 - They were to  ask  Jesus a question about taxes.  22:17 

 

Now the Pharisees absolutely hated the thought of paying a tax to Rome and the Herodians were 

in favor of it.  Now I want to point out that there is a difference between the verbs “to give”  

(v. 17) as opposed to the verb “render” (v. 21).  The word “give” in verse 17 is a word that 

means the Pharisees are viewing the tax as a gift or grant to Caesar (Smith, p. 114).  Jesus uses a 

different word which refers to something owed because of debt (Smith, p. 49).  The Pharisees 

viewed taxes as some charitable gift to Rome, not as something they owed Rome for her 

services. 

 

COMPONENT PART #3 – Jesus  traps  and silences the evil religious leaders.  22:18-22 

 

(Response #1) - What Jesus  perceives .  22:18a 

 

The word “perceive” is different than the word “know,” which the Pharisee boys are using.  This 

Greek word means that Jesus’ knowledge is thoroughly known and seen.  The aorist tense 

indicates Jesus saw the council meeting and He saw and knew the malice of this entire scene. 

 

(Response #2) - What Jesus  says .  22:18b 

 

Christ basically says two things to these Pharisees: 1) You are testing Me; 2) You are hypocrites. 

The word “test” means Jesus knew they were trying to prove that He was bad. 

 

(Response #3) - What Jesus  does .  22:19-21 

 

1) He asks for a  coin  used for the tax.  22:19a 
 

Every political ruler minted some coins with his image on it and the denarius had Caesar’s image 

on it. 
 

2) He asks whose  picture  is on the coin.  22:20 
 

3) He tells them to give to Caesar what they  owe  him.  22:21a 
 

4) He tells them to give to God what they  owe  God.  22:21b 
 

These leaders did not want to do either.  They did not want to give Caesar money nor did they 

want to crown Jesus Christ as King of Kings, so verse 22 says they left totally amazed. 
 

Parting Thoughts: 

1. Christians have the responsibility to honor and submit to governing rulers (Rom. 13:1). 

2. Christians have the responsibility to honor and obey God. 

3. Religious phonies reject God’s truth and will not submit to any authority because they believe 

they are the authority. 

 


