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An Introduction to the Book of Isaiah 
 
As students of Scripture, most of you know that the Bible speaks of faith in three different ways: 
 

1. There is historical faith by which an individual affirms the fact that Jesus Christ existed, walked 
the earth, helped the masses, and eventually died and rose again from the dead.  The 
Scripture tells us that this is the faith that demons have, “You believe that God is one. You do 
well; the demons also believe, and shudder.”  (James 2:19)   This also is the faith of many a 
religious person who on the last day will be cast out of the presence of God. (Matthew 
7:21-23)   

2. In stark contrast to this, there is saving faith in which an individual beholding his sin, on the 
one hand, and “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29b), on the 
other hand, abandons self-trust and so relies upon the sacrifice of Christ as the basis of his 
forgiveness.   

 
Acts 16:30-31a, “And after he [the Philippian jailer] brought them [Paul and Silas] out [of 
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prison], he said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ And they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you shall be saved…’” 

 
This truly is the belief of dependence, reliance, and so trust in the sacrifice of Christ as the 
offering for one’s sin. 
 

3. And yet there is another type of faith referenced in the Bible; practical faith. Of the three, this 
is more difficult to exercise  because it involves trusting God over a duration of time to do or 
be what He said He would do or be. It is what is being spoken about in 1 Peter 4. 

 
1 Peter 4:19, “Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their 
souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.” 

 
Speaking to the persecuted Christians at the time, God said, “For you have need of endurance, 
so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. For yet in a 
very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay. But My righteous one shall 
live by faith…” (Hebrews 10:36-38a)  

 
Again, of the three types of faith found in the Bible, practical faith truly is the more difficult one to 
maintain.  We see it in the book of Isaiah. One of the grand themes of this book is trusting God in 
time to do and be what He said He would do and be. In fact, the whole of the book could be outlined 
in these terms!   

Isaiah’s Background 
 

Isaiah 1:1 “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem which he saw 
during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.” 

 
From the outset we know that the time frame of this book covers the regencies of Uzziah who began 
reigning in 792 BC to that of Hezekiah whose reign ended in 686 BC.   Now because Isaiah dates his 
calling as a prophet to “the year of king Uzziah’s death” (Isaiah 6:1), we conclude that the date range 
for this book is somewhere in the vicinity of 740 BC (which is when Uzziah died) into the 680s when 
Manasseh ruled Judah. That means the time-span for this book covered as much as 60 years!! 
 
As to the prophet, we know much, in comparison to many of the other prophets.  Isaiah was born to 
a man by the name of Amoz (2 Kings 19:2) and given a name which means, “Yahweh is salvation” (in 
the Hebrew it is akin to Joshua, Elisha, and so Jesus).  Based on his easy access to the king (Isaiah 7:3) 
and his knowledge of the priesthood (Is. 8:2), it is believed that he was of royal blood. 
 
He obviously grew up in the vicinity of Jerusalem (cf. Isaiah 7:1-3; 37:1-2) and married a woman who 
herself was a “prophetess” in Isaiah 8:3. He had at least two sons who, like Hosea’s children, bear 
symbolic names.  Isaiah told his countrymen, “Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has given me 
are for signs and wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion.” (Isaiah 8:18)  
The names of his boys were: 
 

• Shear-jashub which means a “A remnant will return” (Isaiah 7:3).   



 

3 | P a g e  
 

   

• Maher-shalal-hash-baz which means, “Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey” referencing the 
exile of Israel in 722 BC (Isaiah 8:1-4).   

 
Isaiah was a highly educated and intelligent man.   His writing features a range of 2,186 different 
words, compared to 1,535 in Ezekiel, 1,653 in Jeremiah, and 2,170 in the entire Psalter.  II Chronicles 
32:32 records that along with his prophecy, he wrote a biography of King Hezekiah! 
 
As to his influence, Isaiah is quoted directly in the New Testament over sixty-five times, far more than 
any other Old Testament prophet, and he is mentioned by name in the New Testament over 20 
times. 
 
In terms of his death,  Isaiah lived until at least 681 BC when he penned the account of Sennacherib’s 
death (cf. Isaiah 37:38).  Tradition has it that he died a martyr’s death under King Manasseh- 
supposedly he was “sawn in two” (Hebrews 11:37). The story goes that he was fleeing for his life and 
took refuge inside the trunk of a tree (which he had envelope him miraculously). In order to kill him, 
the soldiers cut the tree in half. 

The Historical Background of this Prophecy 
 
As Isaiah began his ministry upon the death of Uzziah, we begin our historical review of this prophecy 
with the regency of this king. Uzziah’s reign was known as the “Golden Age” of Judah. In fact, if you 
measured the success of a king based on what he did with the economy of his nation, without 
question Uzziah would be one of the greatest kings of Judah!   His regency was a time of great 
upsurge in material prosperity.  Judah developed into a strong commercial state. In fact, it had a port 
for commerce on the Red Sea and excelled in the construction of walls, towers, and fortifications (2 
Chronicles 26:3-5, 8-10, 13-15). 
 
Now as we’ve seen, because Assyria and Egypt had declined such that they no longer were a military 
threat to Judah, there was no need to maintain a standing army. Accordingly, Judah devoted itself to 
more peaceful pursuits which resulted in a revival in the areas of trade, commerce, and culture.  And 
yet as in the North under Jeroboam II, this “Golden Age” served as fertile soil for the weed of 
apostasy! 
 
It began with Uzziah.   Uzziah’s downfall resulted from his attempt to assume the privileges of a priest 
and burn incense on the altar (2 Kings 15:3, 4; 2 Chronicles 26:16-19). Accordingly, he was judged 
with leprosy from which he never recovered (2 Kings 15:5; 2 Chronicles 26:20, 21).  In fact, his son 
Jotham (ca. 750-731 BC) had to take over the duties of king before his father’s death. 
 
Socially, age-old laws associated with “The Covenant” were ignored. The poor went unnoticed; the 
widows were neglected; the outcast was abused.  Social concern was at the bottom of the list of 
priorities of national and local government officials.  The influx of material prosperity gave rise to a 
wealthy mercantile class which further widened the social and economic gap which existed between 
the rich and the poor. This spawned a selfish materialism which led to the disintegration of personal 
and social values. Dishonest practices prevailed everywhere, Micah 6:10-11; 7:1-4a. 
 
Religiously, with the prosperity of trade and culture came the infiltration of pagan religions 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

   

(specifically that of the Canaanites cf. Hosea 5:5; 6:4; 12:2) which resulted in the wholesale apostasy 
of the nation such that the worship of the only true God became corrupt.  God had become a little 
boring for the rich and the wealthy. The pursuit of riches and happiness were more important to 
them than God!  And thus even the Sabbath, a provision that God instituted so that His people could 
delight in Him- became a burden (cf. Isaiah 58)!1 
 
The result was that the nation was filled with false prophets who were morally corrupt, tickled the 
ears of the rich and ruling classes, and actively participated in Baalism!   And while the nation looked 
religious as it thronged to the temple and offered “lavish” gifts, its commitment to God was 
hypocritical (cf. Micah 2-3)! 
 
Out of the midst of this chaos stepped Isaiah who boldly proclaimed God’s word at a time when God’s 
people didn’t want to hear it, nor would they (Isaiah 6:9-10)! Obviously he would have been 
accompanied at the time by Hosea in the north and Micah who also prophesied at this time in Judah. 

 The Key Concepts in Isaiah 
 
With that, consider some of the key concepts in the book; faith, trust, reliance upon God.   This 
clearly is one of the key themes of this prophetic book. 
 

Isaiah 12:1-2, “Then you will say on that day, ‘I will give thanks to Thee, O Lord; for although 
Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned away, and Thou dost comfort me. Behold, God is 
my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and song, and He has 
become my salvation.’” 

 
Isaiah 26:1a, 3-4, “In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah… ‘The steadfast of mind 
Thou wilt keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in Thee. Trust in the Lord forever, for in God 
the Lord, we have an everlasting Rock.’” 

 
Isaiah 30:12-13, 15, “Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, ‘Since you have rejected this 
word, and have put your trust in oppression and guile, and have relied on them, therefore this 
iniquity will be to you like a breach about to fall, a bulge in a high wall, whose collapse comes 
suddenly in an instant’… For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has said, ‘In repentance 
and rest you shall be saved, in quietness and trust is your strength.’ But you were not willing.” 

 
Isaiah 31:1, “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and trust in 
chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they are very strong, but they do not 
look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!” 

 
Isaiah 42:17, “They shall be turned back and be utterly put to shame, who trust in idols, who say 
to molten images, ‘You are our gods.’” 

 
Isaiah 50:10, “Who is among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His servant, that 
walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.” 

 
Faith or trusting God and not man or some other resource is a major theme in the book of Isaiah that 
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the prophet returns to again and again.   In fact notice that the book can be broken down into three 
sections, all of which revolve around this theme: 
 

• Isaiah 1-39 contains the history through which Isaiah himself lived and ministered. It covers 
the Story of Redemption from 740 BC all the way down to 681 BC. Now as this was a pivotal 
time in the history of both the northern and southern kingdoms, we read in this section of 

o The destruction of the Northern Kingdom which ended in 722 BC.   
o The struggle that the kings of Judah had in keeping the nation protected and yet 

independent from foreign oppression.   
o The difficulty and turmoil of the nation, their religious compromise, their social 

indifference, their covenantal infidelity, and much, much more. 
• Isaiah 40-55 is pure prophecy addressing a people and their struggles way beyond Isaiah’s 

lifetime. Get this: it was written to the people of God in Judah who would be brought into 
exile 75 years later!  As such the time span covered in this section is dated from 605 BC (the 
date of the first of three exiles) to 539 BC (the date when God’s people were allowed to return 
to Jerusalem).  Accordingly, we read in this section of the people of God struggling in exile and 
God’s word of exhortation, consolation, and encouragement.   

• Isaiah 56-66 is the final section of Isaiah in which the prophet addressed the people of God 
upon their return to Jerusalem! Accordingly, it covers the time frame from 539 BC to 500 BC 
(even though we read in Scripture of three separate returns to Jerusalem on the part of God’s 
people during the time frame of 539-400 BC). Once again, as with the previous sections, we 
read of God’s word of exhortation, consolation, and encouragement to these people. 

 
Now aside from the awe that is evoked in my mind on account of the prophetic work of God whereby 
He spoke through Isaiah with incredible detail as to the exile and the return of God’s people to the 
land (we’re talking about historical events and details which occurred a good 100 to 300 years after 
Isaiah!), I am buoyed in my faith at the universal theme that transcends all this history and time. 
Again, that theme is the call to trust God in and through all things.   
Let us close by considering briefly this theme as it is found in the three main sections of Isaiah.  For 
the theme as it was exhorted and proclaimed by Isaiah to his contemporaries (Isaiah 1-39), turn with 
me to Isaiah 10:5-16-, a passage typical of the message of this section.   
 
In this section Isaiah turns his attention to the coming destruction of the Northern Kingdom and so 
addresses the Assyrians whom God raised up to be a tool of discipline.   
 

Isaiah 10:5-6, “Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff in whose hands is My 
indignation, I send it against a godless nation and commission it against the people of My fury to 
capture booty and to seize plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets.” 

 
This contains God’s purpose in the raising up this nation. The reason for their existence in God’s story 
was to humble God’s rebellious people.  Yet in their godlessness and arrogance, the Assyrians totally 
ignored the Creator and so became proud. 
 

Isaiah 10:7-11, “Yet it does not so intend nor does it plan so in its heart [that is, simply to be a 
tool in God’s hands], but rather it is its purpose to destroy, and to cut off many nations. For it 
says, ‘Are not my princes all kings? Is not Calno like Carchemish, or Hamath like Arpad, or 
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Samaria like Damascus? As my hand has reached to the kingdoms of the idols, whose graven 
images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria, shall I not do to Jerusalem and her 
images just as I have done to Samaria and her idols?’” 

 
This is a sad, yet typical response of the sinner to God. The Lord gives us life, makes us strong, and 
enables us do great things. Yet we in turn exalt ourselves over God, deny Him, and so live out our 
days in our own strength! Accordingly, behold the plan of God for this vessel of His wrath. 
 

Isaiah 10:12-14, “So it will be that when the Lord has completed all His work on Mount Zion and 
on Jerusalem, He will say, ‘I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and 
the pomp of his haughtiness.’ For he has said, ‘By the power of my hand and by my wisdom I did 
this, for I have understanding; and I removed the boundaries of the peoples, and plundered their 
treasures, and like a mighty man I brought down their inhabitants, and my hand reached to the 
riches of the peoples like a nest, and as one gathers abandoned eggs, I gathered all the earth; 
and there was not one that flapped its wing or opened its beak or chirped.’” 

 
After disciplining Israel on account of their covenant infidelity, it was God’s plan to destroy the 
Assyrians on account of their pride. Rather than knowing their place, trusting God, and so relying 
upon His goodness, Assyria took delight in the glory and strength of man! 
 
That is the sad disposition which God addresses throughout Isaiah 1-39. Accordingly the oft-repeated 
message of this section is, “Don’t turn to yourself, man, wealth, strength of arms, or any other earthly 
resource; trust God alone!” Listen how this section closes. 
 

Isaiah 12:2, “Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for the Lord God is my 
strength and song, and He has become my salvation.” 

 
The theme of faith and trust also was the message that Isaiah preached to God’s people who would 
return from an exile which had not yet taken place (Isaiah 40-55). 
 
Redemptive History has moved forward to the time-frame of the exile by which Judah would suffer- 
on three separate occasions- the humiliation of exile: 605, 597, and 586 BC. So the question that 
burned in the heart of the child of God no doubt was, “Had God forsaken them? Had He forgotten His 
promises? Had His people’s sin been the last straw?” (Isaiah 43:1-5a) 

 
Isaiah 43:1, “But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O 
Israel, ‘Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine!’” 

 
In other words, do you understand that in Abraham I redeemed you as a people? Accordingly, you 
need never fear when difficult times come. God has not forgotten you. He has called you by name 
and claimed you as His own. Never will you be anything other than the Lord’s most precious 
possession!  
 

Isaiah 43:2, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 
will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the 
flame burn you [this literally happened with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego].” 
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Because God’s people belonged to the Lord, every danger and difficulty they ever could face will be 
as “the valley of the shadow of death!” It reminds me of D. G. Barnhouse’s encouragement to his 
children. 
 

On their way home from the funeral of their wife and mom, Donald Barnhouse was driving on 
the highway with his children.  Yet they were shaken out of their mourning for a moment when a 
large semi-truck driving in the opposite direction passed their car so closely that the vehicle 
shook. You know the sound and the feeling: one moment it is peace, calm, and sunny, the next 
you are startled by the large sound, the shadow of the truck, and the car that swerves on account 
of the wind-drag of the semi!   
 
With this Barnhouse asked his children, “Which would you prefer: to be hit by that truck or its 
shadow?” 

 
The children replied, “Its shadow.” 

 
Barnhouse then said, “Such is that which has hit your mom. David said, ‘Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me…’ (Ps. 23:4a). The 
fulness of death has not hit your mother, but only its shadow. For Christ has born the weightier 
portion of this cross! 
 
 =Illustration: D. G. Barnhouse’s Encouragement to His Children (Barnhouse) 

 
This is the message of Isaiah to the people of God in exile. You need not fear; God is with you! He has 
born the weightier portion of this cross.  
 

Isaiah 43:3-4, “For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt 
as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place. Since you are precious in My sight, since you are 
honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for 
your life.” 
 

Ultimately who is the one that God gave in the place of His people such that we never again need fear 
trial, difficulty, or death? Jesus Christ our Lord! Accordingly, the passage closes, “Do not fear, for I am 
with you.” (Isaiah 43:5) 
 
Once again we behold the glorious theme of trust. Yet here it is presented in a slightly different light 
then the previous section.  The focus of Isaiah 1-39 is, “Don’t trust in man, the strength of man, or 
any other created thing.  Trust God alone!”  In contrast, the focus of Isaiah 40-55 is, “Trust God for He 
is always with you; never will He forsake you!” 
 
With this we are brought to the final section. Here too we read of this theme, though it is presented 
in a slightly different way. Turn with me to Isaiah 56.  Isaiah prophesied not only of the destruction 
and exile of the nation of Judah, but of their glorious return to Jerusalem. What a wonderful day that 
would be! Yet in truth, God’s people would NOT return to a restored Jerusalem. It would be in 
shambles and the remnant would be characterized by malfunction: politically (Isaiah 56:9-12), 
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religiously (Isaiah 57:3-8), and spiritually (Isaiah 59:2-15). 
 
This obviously would raise a difficult question, “What then of the promises of God? Do the multiple 
promises of peace and blessing as found in Isaiah 1-55 still hold true?” Yes they do, but you must 
exercise the patience of faith and so “prepare ye the way of the Lord” (Matthewt. 3:3) by living out 
your faith! 
 

Isaiah 56:1, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Preserve justice, and do righteousness, for My salvation is 
about to come and My righteousness to be revealed.” 

 
What ought the remnant to do once they have returned to Jerusalem? They were to strive to live out 
their faith by upholding the covenant calling of justice and righteousness! Family of God, this was the 
basis for the message of John the Baptist when began crying in the wilderness! The passage 
continues: 
 

Isaiah 56:2, “How blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who takes hold of it; 
who keeps from profaning the sabbath, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.” 

 
Truly the exhortation to the people of God dwelling in the land of promise as strangers and aliens was, 
“Don’t grow weary in doing well. Christ is coming soon. Keep your lamps burning, your oil supplied, 
and your faith strong. Truly, prepare ye the way of the Lord!” 
 
Now as God’s people awaited the coming Messiah, foreigners would join them in fulfillment of the 
promises given to Abraham! When this occurred, there must not be division, but a unified and 
passionate pursuit of Christ. 
 

Isaiah 56:3-5, “Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say, ‘The Lord will surely 
separate me from His people.’ Neither let the eunuch say, ‘Behold, I am a dry tree.’ For thus says 
the Lord, ‘To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me, and hold fast My 
covenant, to them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, and a name better 
than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off.’” 

 
Life amongst the people of God does not revolve around one’s pedigree, specifically who you are. 
Rather it revolves around WHOSE you are. If you are the Lord’s, then trust Him by following Him as 
He leads you in His word! That is the message of Isaiah 56-66! 
 
Now when viewed as a whole, we see one of the more prominent messages of Isaiah. 
 

• In Isaiah 1-39 it is: Trust in God alone as you endeavor to work out your salvation.   
• In Isaiah 40-55 it is: Trust in God for He always is with you; never will He forsake you!   
• In Isaiah 56-66 it is: Trust God and so prepare ye the way of the Lord by upholding His word in 

the joy of the Lord. 
 
J. Alec Motyer put it this way: 
 

Isaiah is the Paul of the Old Testament in his teaching that faith in God’s promises is the single 
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most important reality for the Lord’s people: this is the heart of chapters 1-37. He is the 
‘Hebrews’ of the Old Testament in his proposal of faith as the sustaining strength of the Lord’s 
people in life’s dark days: this is the heart of chapters 38-55. He is also the James of the Old 
Testament in his insistence that ‘faith works’, proving itself in obedience: thus chapters 56-66. 
(Motyer, 2009, p. 21)  

 
This is one of the major themes of Isaiah. And this theme ought to characterize our lives as we live 
out our days in the wilderness. Indeed! Things will not always go the way we would like. Yet in and 
through all things we must trust God!  We must not turn to our resources or the strength of man.  We 
must serve Him knowing that He always will be with us. 
 
And in anticipation of His Second Coming, let us prepare to meet the Lord by cultivating in our lives a 
heart of love, service, and obedience to the Lord.  

End Notes  
  1 You will find in Redemptive History that how God’s people observe the Sabbath is a direct indication 
of their Spiritual health. When their zeal for the Lord abated, so did their zeal for the Sabbath! 
 

VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
 
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian 
Church meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The 
telephone number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
each Sunday. Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web. The web address for all sermons at Bethel 
Presbyterian Church can be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on September 4, 2011.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel 
Presbyterian Church. 
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