
INCENTIVES FOR PERSEVERANCE 
(Part Two) 

 
TEXT: Hebrews 10:19-25, 36-39; 7:24, 25 
 
INTRODUCTION:  The Bible consistently teaches that true saints do persevere!  Their 

faith is not static.  A true child of God cannot “apostatize” and fall away from the 
faith.  “Now the just shall live by [his] faith” (10:38).  Those who are justified before 
God will experience sanctification and glorification (Rom. 8:30).  At the moment of 
salvation we are “given all things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3), but 
we must “work out” what God works in (Phil. 2:12,13).     
 The letter to the Hebrews was written primarily to Jewish believers who were 
being sorely persecuted and tempted to abandon their faith in Christ.  The writer 
gives at least six powerful incentives for holding fast their confession.  The first 
incentive is the fact that Christ not only did not sin but could not sin (4:14, 15).  Only 
He Who triumphed over sin both in life and in death can save us from our sins.  

  Secondly, an awareness of Christ’s present work in Heaven is crucial to our 
victory and perseverance in the faith. 

 
OUTLINE:  What six truths from the epistle to the Hebrews do we need to consider if we  
 would persevere and “finish strong”? 

I. The Sinless Life of Christ 
(2:17,18; 4:14-16) 

A. His Incarnation 

B. His Impeccability (John 14:30) 

C. His Identification with us  (Acts 9:4) 

1. Our ‘infirmities’  

2. Our sins 

II. The Present Mediation of Christ 
(7:24,25) 

A. Praying that we will be kept (Jn. 17:11) 

1. By Christ (Jn. 6:39) 

2. Through our faith (1 Pet. 1:5) 

B. Praying that our faith will not fail (Lk. 22:32) 

1. Faith in His efficacious death and bodily resurrection (1 Cor. 15:1-4) 

2. Faith in His effective life of intercession (Rom. 8:34; 5:10) 

 



III. The Sufficient Atonement of Christ 
(10:14, 16-22) 

A. Produces assurance (v. 22) 

B. Produces steadfastness (v. 23) 

1. Faith which implies obedience and righteousness 

2. Righteousness which produces peace and assurance (Isa. 32:17) 

IV. A View of Heavenly Rewards 
(10:34-37) 

A. Minimizes temporal loss (v. 34) 

B. Produces patience (v. 36) 

C. Focuses on the Second Coming of Christ (v. 37). 

V. The Successful Race of Other Christians 
(12:1) 

A. Because their agony was not in vain (Gk. for “race”) 

B. Because their circumstances were not different from ours (chap. 11) 

C. Because their perfection is tied to ours (11:40) 

VI. A View of God’s Purpose in Chastening 
(12:3-8) 

A. Cause for consolation (v. 6) 

B. Reassured by His restraint (v. 11, 1 Cor. 10:13) 

C. Results in meekness (Job 34:31) 

CONCLUSION:  O weary, battered, battling, baffled child of God, look up!  Look away 
from your sinning self to the One Who is surety for your faith – the great Mediator – 
the glorified Man at the Father’s right hand!  “He ever liveth” to intercede for you, and 
He always gets His prayers answered!  He not only prays for us and in our stead, 
but He draws us up into His life of intercession also. 

 

 


