
God Our Savior, Christ Our Hope 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 47           Hymn #683-  Praise Him! Praise Him! 
1st Scripture:  Romans 8:18-30                   Hymn #215-  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 
2nd Scripture:  1 Timothy 1:1-2                        Hymn Insert-  In Christ Alone 

Introduction:  

 Having worked through a brief, general, biblical biography of Timothy, and having 

considered the main purposes of this Epistle, which was written by the Apostle Paul to Timothy, 

this morning, we break the ice of the text, seeking to reflect on a few encouraging thoughts, 

found right in the opening greeting. 

 By and large, there is very little that is unique to this greeting, especially when 

considering the rest of Paul's letters, given in the Scriptures.  In almost all of his letters, Paul 

begins by naming himself and affirming the authority that has been delegated to him, directly by 

God, as an Apostle of Jesus Christ.  This sets the tone for the rest of the letter, conveying to the 

reader/s that Paul speaks these words (all of the truths and commands found herein) as a 

representative of God, sent by Jesus Christ.   

 And so, in virtually all of his letters, Paul begins, "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 

commandment (or will) of God..."  Again, Paul wants to graciously remind his readers that he 

does not write of his own will or in accordance with his own natural desires.  Rather, he writes as 

one whom God, by His shear Sovereign will, has chosen to represent Him.  Paul recognizes full 

well then, that his apostolic position is completely grounded in the sovereign will of God and not 

in Paul.  And this serves at least two purposes, as an introduction to his letter.  First, Paul grounds 

himself in a spirit of humility, quick to acknowledge that his calling is completely "no thanks" to 

him or anything naturally in him.  And then, secondly, it ought to help cause his readers to read 

all that is said, with a sense of sobriety, and a preparedness to accept all that is stated, as coming 

from God Himself, as it were.  That should compel the reader/s to maintain an attitude of 

submissive obedience, as they read all that is stated.  Again, this opening is standard in almost all 

of Paul's letters.   
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 And then, in the second part of verse 2, Paul uses his common Benedictory greeting, 

"Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord."  Most of his letters 

contain this statement, as well.  And if you think about it, it really goes well with the opening, 

because, what right would Paul (or any man) ever have to proclaim anything from God to 

someone else, let alone "grace, mercy and peace."  It's a dangerous thing to speak for God, isn't 

it?  But Paul, especially as an apostle, has the authority to do so.  For, the very concept of an 

apostle, means to be sent by God, as an ambassador of sorts.  [Ex: A representative ambassador 

sent to another country on behalf of the president of the US, speaks as the president's 

mouthpiece.  "On behalf of the president of the US, I bring greetings and wish you all peace and 

prosperity..."] 

 And so, whatever Paul is going to address in each letter (and some letters include stern 

rebukes and warnings even), certainly it is comforting to know that God's design is to speak to 

His churches, not in a context of declared war or wrath, but rather, in a context of mercy, grace 

and peace, all secured and granted in the atonement of Christ!  And so, again, the opening 

statement and this Benedictory greeting, do, hopefully, help to set the tone for most of Paul's 

letters. 

 And of course, Paul names (identifies) his audience in each letter.  Here, he states, "To 

Timothy," with the encouraging attachment, "a true son in the faith."  Now, while this could 

mean, "a true son (or child) of God in the faith," as if, Paul were affirming his confident 

assurance in Timothy's salvation, as I sought to show last time, it would seem to indicate that 

Timothy is a true son of Paul's in the faith.  In other words, Paul had considered Timothy his own 

son and protege, as it were, as he had laid hands on Timothy and reared him up into the ministry 

of the gospel.  Again, we find this confirmed in verse 18, where Paul states, "This charge I 

commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you...etc."   

There were other texts that I quoted last week, which also affirm this, and so, I will leave this 

here for now. 

 What I want to focus on, for the remainder of our time, is the second portion of verse one, 

where Paul says something that is not very common in his other letters.  And I think that the 

implications of this are very encouraging, serving to remind us of something very important, 
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which we can easily lose sight of, throughout the course of our Christian walk.  Notice, Paul 

states, "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, our hope."   

 And so, for the remainder of our time, let us examine the two parts of this statement, 

which hopefully will also prepare us for the Lord's Supper. 

I.  God our Savior 

 Here, Paul attaches two descriptive identifications to God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  And 

it is interesting to note that the first, which he ascribes to God (clearly referring to the Father 

here), is the identification of "our Savior."  And then, he identifies the Lord Jesus as "our Hope."   

 Now, what's interesting about this, is that it is not too often that the Father is identified in 

this way.  He certainly is, at times (as in Jude's benediction), but, by and large, Jesus (or the Son 

of God) bears this identification, being the One who has gone to the cross to save us from our 

sins.  And so, it is interesting that Paul, here, attaches this identification to the Father, referring to 

Him as our Savior. 

 Now, whatever Paul's reason is for doing this, we can certainly be certain of one thing.  

God the Father, is also our Savior, isn't He?  And that bears certain very significant and relevant 

implications.  And one of the clearest of those implications is that the Father's interest in saving 

sinners is as fervent and sincere as the Lord Jesus Christ's interest in saving sinners.  In other 

words, there is no distance, whatsoever, between the will and desire of the Father, and the will 

and desire of the Son.  You see, sometimes, people like to draw a line between the Father and the 

Son, as if the Father were that wrathful, angry God of the Old Testament, who brought thunder, 

lightning, and fire down on Mount Sinai, while Jesus is the gentler, more compassionate Son, 

who cools down the Father's temper, as it were, and pleads, "Father, please let them live.  For, I 

love them and I will pay for their sins."   

 No, Jesus is equally as holy as the Father.  Jesus is as equally wrathful against sin, as is 

the Father, and His own wrath is appeased by His sacrifice on the cross.  And likewise, the Father 

is as merciful, as loving, as gracious, and as tender as the Son, sending Him for the very purpose 

of saving sinners, upon which, He has set His love, from before time.  In other words, the wrath 
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of God toward sin, and the love of God toward sinners, is equally felt and realized by all of the 

Persons of the Godhead.   

 And so, when Paul states, "God our Savior" here, he brings to mind the reality that "God 

so loved the world that He (wasn't compelled by the Son, but rather, out of His same love, He 

actually) gave His only begotten Son, so that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have 

everlasting life."  In keeping with Isaiah 53:10, "Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise (crush) Him; 

He has put Him to grief.  When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He 

shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand."   

 You see, salvation is grounded in a Triune plan, where all Three Persons of the Godhead, 

act on behalf of, and to save and deliver sinners from the power and penalty of their sins.  The 

Father ordains and sends, so as to save, the Son accomplishes salvation by His own suffering and 

death, and the Holy Spirit applies that salvation by regenerating the sinner unto faith in the Son.  

And to that end, all Three Persons of the Godhead are Saviors of fallen man.   

 [Ill: The sinner is drowning in his sin.  The Father casts the Life Preserver, which is the 

Son, into the ocean of sin.  The Son lays hold of the drowning sinner, and the Holy Spirit ushers 

the sinner safely to the shoreline of God's graces, where he is brought safely into the arms of the 

Father] 

 And so, here, Paul brings to mind this reality, reminding Timothy that this is the God who 

has set him apart unto the apostolic ministry, namely, God our Savior!  The same God who has, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, and in accordance with the meritorious sacrifice of His Son, 

called them out of darkness and into the light of His grace, has graciously set Paul apart unto his 

apostolic office.  And to this end, Timothy could take great comfort, as a spiritual son and 

protege to this called apostle, knowing that unlike the many false teachers and prophets, who 

pretentiously sought to infiltrate the kingdom of God for their own selfish and vain purposes, 

Timothy was indeed serving as a true and significant weapon in the hand of God.  His ministry 

had genuine, eternal purpose and meaning, being reared into the gospel ministry by the apostle 

Paul, who was called by the commandment of God their Savior...and the Lord Jesus Christ, their 

hope...which brings us to the second portion of Paul's opening statement. 
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II.  The Lord Jesus Christ Our Hope 

 Paul was set apart unto an apostolic ministry; he was set apart unto the laying of the 

groundwork and foundation of the church, upon the Cornerstone of Christ (and His glorious 

achievement at Calvary), by both the Father and the Son.  And here, the Son is identified as the 

Lord Jesus Christ Our Hope! 

 And what then are the implications of this identity attached to Christ?  Well, they are at 

least twofold: 

 1) He is the Lord Jesus Christ.  And to this end, He is not just any lord or ruler.  He's not 

just another Caesar, who comes and goes, and reigns for a brief moment in history over a parcel 

of earthen land.  No, He is the Lord of Lords and King of Kings, who reigns over heaven and 

earth and over all realms.  The entire universe and the whole spiritual realm, full of invisible, 

heavenly beings, are subject to His authority, and that, forever!  

 In Matthew 28:19-20, following His resurrection, and just prior to His ascension to the 

right hand of the eternal Power on High, our Lord states, "All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that 

I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.  Amen." 

 And again, in Philippians 2:9-10, we are told, "Therefore God also has highly exalted 

Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that 

every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 

 Paul's authority as an apostle is grounded in the commandment, given by the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 2) This Lord Jesus Christ is also, at the very same time, our hope!  Note two things about 

this statement: 

 a- When Paul says this, he is not indicating that there is another possible hope anywhere 

else...ever, with respect to man's salvation.  In other words, he is not saying that this Jesus is our 

hope, but others may have a different hope.  Jesus is exclusively the only hope for any human 
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being, and he has been graciously received and embraced as Paul and Timothy's hope, to that 

end.   

 Jesus is the only hope.  Why do I say this?   Why is there no hope in any other religion or 

cult, or in any other person or being, including ourselves?  Because, there is no other way of 

coming before the presence of our holy God, apart from Jesus Christ alone!  Every single human 

being has fallen under the condemnation of our first parents, Adam and Eve, who have sinned 

and rebelled against God.  We partake in their sin, and we have inherited their sin nature, and we 

sin out of that nature ourselves, incurring the just condemnation of God because of this.  We are 

naturally at enmity with God.  And so, it is only through the atoning sacrifice (the substitutionary 

sacrifice) of Jesus Christ, that we can be forgiven and cleansed of our sins, and reconciled to our 

holy God, who cannot simply overlook the moral violations of His "image bearing" creatures.   

 And so, Jesus is the only hope for any and all human beings, as the only legitimate 

sacrifice, who can deal with the penalty and curse of sin. 

 b- This Jesus Christ is a certain hope.  The very glory of Paul's statement here, lies in the 

fact that Jesus is not only the only hope, but also a certain hope.  In other words, the fallen 

human being who puts his entire hope in Christ will never be ashamed.  Jesus is an anchor for the 

soul, who guarantees full and eternal access to God. 

 Romans 10:11 states with great assurance, "For the Scripture says, 'Whoever believes on 

Him will not be put to shame.'" 

 And again, the author of Hebrews assures us of the faithfulness of God, in keeping His 

promises in Christ, when he boldly states, "This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 

and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered 

for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek" (Heb. 6:19-20). 

 And so, in his introductory greeting here, Paul reminds Timothy, that his apostolic calling 

has been ordered, both, by our God, who is our Savior, and the Lord Jesus Christ, upon whom, 

we have cast all of our hope.  Such sweet implications, are given as a preface, to the charges that  

Paul will give Timothy, in the midst of a world that is unstable, uncertain, grossly lost and 

confused, and without a savior or any true and lasting hope. 
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III.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Having examined Paul's opening greeting, let us then conclude our time for this morning, 

by considering a few relevant, closing thoughts and applications: 

 1) Recognize again, that as we are given the assurance of Paul's calling as an apostle 

here; a calling ordered by God and the Lord Jesus Christ, that this further assures us of the 

absolute authority of Paul's thirteen letters, given to us in the Scriptures.  As an apostle, who, 

with the other apostles, was given the responsibility of laying the foundation of the church 

(attached to the Cornerstone of Christ), Paul's letters are divinely inspired (God-breathed), and 

ought to be entirely trusted for the obedience of our faith.   

 Sadly brethren, today there are many, who are compromising (dare I say, even directly 

attacking) the critical, reformation principle of "Sola Scriptura" (Scripture alone is our governing 

authority, upon which, we rest the whole of our consciences).  And brethren, while they would 

claim that this poses no danger to the gospel or to the work of Christ, we cry aloud, "Sola 

Scriptura means everything to the faith!"  It is at the foundation of all that we believe, and if you 

tear at that foundation, every other doctrine goes down with it.  Every facet of the will of God; 

the gospel in all of its wondrous parts, takes a nose dive into oblivion, if the Scriptures are 

unreliable in any sense.  And so, let us take a stand; let us die on this hill, when even very 

popular teachers today, minimize (even to the slightest degree) the importance of the Scriptures!  

The Apostles (and prophets) were charged to lay that foundation for good reason.  God have 

mercy on the tongue that would dare challenge that foundation, in any sense whatsoever! 

 2) Brethren, let us rejoice in the genuine love, which our Triune God has for us, and let us 

be ever thankful that there is not (nor could ever be) a division in the will of the Trinity.  What 

Christ has accomplished by His work (in all its fullness), what the Spirit does in regenerating 

dead hearts unto the reception of saving grace...all of this is done, right according to the very 

detailed will of the Father.  Every "jot and tittle" of our salvation is engraved in the will of God 

from all eternity.  No one comes to the Father, but through Christ.  And no one comes to Christ, 

unless the Father, who sent Him, draws them.  Every work of God is perfectly coordinated in 

accordance with a perfect and unchangeable will!  And so, we rejoice! 
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 We rejoice in God our Savior, who has chosen us, in Christ, before the foundation of the 

world, and who has sealed us by His grace, according to the riches of His grace and mercy! 

 And we rejoice in Christ our hope, upon whom we cast our entire lives and souls.  As we 

look at a dying, condemned world, and as we grieve over the rebellion of mankind, and as we 

grieve over the imperfect and incomplete person, who stares back at us in the mirror, we take a 

deep breath and we rejoice that our entire hope is bound and fixed to the Lord Jesus Christ!  It is 

as fixed to Him today, as it was when we were first saved, and as it always was and ever will be, 

and because of this, we yet rejoice, and we yet serve God, being ever secured by such an 

impenetrable and unwavering, steadfast Hope!  We recall that nothing can ever separate us from 

the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus!  Indeed, the Lord's Supper, which we are about to take 

together, reminds us of this very thing, such that, we proclaim the reality of His death (and all of 

the work and glory summed up in it) until He comes again to judge the world, and to take us 

home!  We cannot fail, if our hope is in Christ, because He has already won the victory, and we 

are more than conquerors through Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us!  He is our hope, 

and because of this, He is our salvation, our endurance, our perseverance, our sanctification and 

our complete victory!  Because of this, God speaks to us, only in a sphere of grace and never in a 

sphere of law, with respect to our standing before Him! 

 3) Unbeliever, hear again what you may have heard many times already; there is no other 

hope.  There is no other way to God.  There is no other way of forgiveness and cleansing from 

the defilement of your sins, but through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Amen! 

The Lord's Supper! 
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