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THE SOVEREIGN LORD’S INVITATION
Matthew 11:27-30

I hate to be the bearer of bad news, and I really do not want to
be perceived as a negative person. However, because I have lived in
a previous generation, because I have cultural experiences quite
unlike what people experience in our current culture, I have no choice
but to conclude that society is unraveling, and we are living in a
certain amount of chaos every day. How else can we define the
escalating crime rate in city and rural settings alike, the rejection of
authority as cop-killing is popularized, the total acceptance of
abortion, new state laws permitting assisted suicide, and the demand
that all people embrace all forms of sexual perversion or be punished
as phobic mental cases?

And it is not just America. Almost every society in the world is
facing some kind of pressure that threatens to tear them apart. But
then, what do we expect. Sin brings chaos. That formula is as old as
the Garden of Eden. When Adam’s disobedience welcomed sin into
God’s perfect creation everything changed. In similar fashion, the
more modern cultures reject God’s truth, the more chaotic results of
sin make life miserable.

Most people will agree that I have just given an accurate,
though shallow, description of the world scene as it is presently.
Some who have no other experience by which to compare the modern
setting might argue for a positive spin. But common sense requires us
to admit that sin brings chaos, and that is where we are.

Of course sin and chaos are not positive matters and are not
welcome by most thinking people. Most people by nature chaff at
God’s restrictions and, therefore, deny God’s truth favoring the
apparent freedom that sin brings. But God the Creator makes the rules
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and His rules promise that ultimately sin brings sorrow, pain, misery,
and despair. That can be a good thing. How so? To people who are
feeling the effects of sin, either personal acts of sin or the general
principle of sin, Jesus Christ gives a wonderful invitation. He
addresses people who are feeling the heavy burden of sin with these
words, “Come to Me and find rest.” 

This is the most wonderful invitation in the history of humanity.
True peace and rest are the result of enjoying a right relationship with
our Creator. A right relationship with our Creator is available through
Jesus Christ—and only through Jesus Christ. Because He paid the
price of our sins through His sacrifice, He is able and justified to offer
us this wonderful invitation. 

Jesus is Sovereign Over All Matters (v.27).

Jesus taught, “All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him” (v.27). He said that the sovereign God the
Father has committed everything to God the Son. God can do that
because God controls all. In order to hand all things over, He has to
be in charge of all things. 

The Bible teaches this truth from cover to cover. In God’s Word
we learn that God IS. He made that simple point indisputably clear
when He revealed Himself as Yahweh, the self-existing One who
always has been and who depends on no other for existence or the
fulfillment of His will. God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”
(Exodus 3:14). Nothing more regarding His power and eternality
needs to be said. God is and, therefore, He is eternal, timeless, and
infinite. The very first words in the Bible teach us this truth. In the
beginning, God already was (Genesis 1:1). Because that is true, God
has to reveal this characteristic in all He has created so that everyone
is without excuse (Romans 1:20). The infinite, eternal, timeless God
created time.

Furthermore, we know from His self-revelation that God is
omnipresent. He is in every place at every moment. At all times He
is in heaven above and on earth below and no one or nothing is like
Him (Deuteronomy 4:39). His people rejoice in this truth. For thus



3

says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose
name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him
who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly,
and to revive the heart of the contrite” (Isaiah 57:15).

Eternal, infinite God is omniscient. He knows all things at all
times. Because He is eternal, He sees all events from beginning to
end—the ultimate “bird’s eye view.” God never has to wait for things
to play out. The psalmist declared, Great is our Lord, and abundant
in power; his understanding is beyond measure (Psalm 147:5). We
who love Him are happy that God is greater than our heart, and he
knows everything (1Jo 3:20b).

God is omnipotent. He is able to do anything, able to do what
He chooses, able to bring about His will. God’s will is never
frustrated. What He chooses to do He accomplishes. And according
to our text, this is one thing God chooses to do: the Father has already
given the Son control. This statement proves the deity of Jesus Christ.
He is equal to God the Father. Yet, the Christ functions in particular
as Servant, Son, Savior, and Eternal Judge. 

Therefore (and this is critical), knowledge of the Father is
possible only through the Son. The Son reveals the Father to whom
He chooses. On one hand, Jesus’ earthly ministry was the ongoing
work of revealing the Father. He often taught that He came to this
earth do the Father’s will. Therefore, by observing Jesus, the world
sees God. But the world didn’t (and still doesn’t) want to see God.
Therefore, while Jesus Christ ministered on this earth, the people
couldn’t see who Jesus was or learn what He did because of their
spiritual blindness. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world,
that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become
blind” (John 9:39). Spiritual blindness is so deadly that the blind
person can read the Bible and still not see who Jesus is.

Such was the case with the religious people in Jesus’ day. He
spoke directly to those people who were satisfied with their own
efforts to be right with God, “You search the Scriptures because you
think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have
life” (John 5:39-40). And how did Jesus respond to their willful
blindness? He explained to the disciples, “This is why I speak to them
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in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not
hear, nor do they understand” (Matthew 13:13).

On the other hand, the chosen followers saw and understood
who Jesus is. When Philip expressed some confusion about the matter
Jesus said, in a word of rebuke, “If you had known me, you would
have known my Father also” (John 14:7a). But He didn’t leave the
matter at that. He went on to give the wonderful promise, “From now
on you do know him and have seen him” (John 14:7b).

How did those disciples suddenly know God and, therefore,
know Jesus? Jesus explained what happened in one of His prayers to
God the Father. “I made known to them your name, and I will
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved
me may be in them, and I in them” (John 17:26). Oh! Now we
understand that the disciples were different than the religious leaders
because Jesus made God known to them. He taught the same truth to
both groups of people. But Jesus did something special in making
God’s character known to them. What special thing did Jesus do?

According to the teaching of our text, some people know God
intimately because the Father draws them. Many people have
knowledge about the Father and Son, like the Pharisees did. The
religious people had incredible knowledge about God. They claimed
they loved God’s law. They memorized God’s law. They told other
people how to keep God’s law. They knew a lot about God, but they
didn’t KNOW God.

Religious people today have even more knowledge about God.
They regularly attend some kind of religious service that talks about
God. They might even attend services where the Bible is preached.
They might even listen to religious programing, attend Bible studies,
and talk about God in small groups. It is possible to have all that
knowledge about God but not KNOW God.

Only people who the Father draws to the Son are able to
“know” Him intimately. The Father brings to the Son whom He
chooses. Jesus taught, “All that the Father gives me will come to me,
and whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (John 6:37). The
only way for anyone to really know God—to live in intimate daily
fellowship—is if the Father draws the sinner to Jesus. When that
happens, Jesus removes the scales from our spiritually blind eyes so
we can see God for who He is. Only then do we come to grips with
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the reality that God is our Creator, our Eternal Judge, our Savior, our
Helper, our loving Eternal Heavenly Father.

No one has ever established this relationship through their own
wisdom, religious works, or sacrifices. The multitudes of false
religions demonstrate that millions of people have some kind of
desire to be in fellowship with God. But denying the truth of God,
they spend their lives stumbling around in spiritual darkness never
finding peace with their Creator. So in our culture, walking the aisle
a thousands times, making a hundred commitments, and vowing to do
better, will never result in intimate daily fellowship with our
Creator/Savior. What hope does the sinner have? The Bible presents
various kinds of tension that help to keep apparently opposing truths
in balance. Jesus had just told us that the only way anyone will ever
know God the Father is if God draws them through faith in Him. Now
He gives the other tension that keeps the balance and gives us hope.

Jesus Invites Us To Himself (vv.28-30).

This is the wonderful invitation to find rest. Come to me, all
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (v.28). Jesus
invites all the weary to come to Him. Coming to Jesus is an
expression of faith. Let’s assume you like good southern barbecue
and like to play golf. One day you receive an invitation in the mail
that informs you of a grand opening of a new golf course and club. It
reads, “Come to our grand opening and receive free barbecue with all
the fixings and a lifetime membership in our new club.” If you have
any desire toward such things, you will no doubt think, “That is too
good to be true.” Sure it is. But do you believe it? If you throw the
invitation in the trash, that is evidence that you don’t believe it. If you
show up on grand opening day, that is pretty good evidence that you
at least think it could be true. 

When Jesus says “Come to Me,” if you don’t believe His words,
you don’t act. However, the person who trusts what Jesus says will
come to Him, will desire Him, will submit to His will in this matter.

The challenge goes out to all who are weary. The weary person
is exhausted through labor. The word for labor speaks of being spent
physically through hard work. It is how the fishermen felt when after
working all night they caught nothing (Luke 5:5). The same idea can
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also apply to spiritual and mental exhaustion that comes from
stressful situations.

Furthermore, we learn here that the weary person is burdened
down with a great load. The word translated heavy laden means to be
loaded down with a burden that is difficult to bear. The word is used
only two times in the New Testament. The other use is significant
because it speaks of the burden of excessive religious rules. Jesus
said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens
hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one
of your fingers” (Luke 11:46). In this, He taught that trying  to please
God by keeping manmade rules will make you weary because sin
prevents any such satisfaction. 

What does weary look like or feel like in real life? It looks like
the results of sin. Remember that Jesus offers this invitation to
sinners. Sin causes us to labor and be burdened down. Often it is our
own sin that weighs us down. Sinners who can only sin because it is
their nature will often sense this burden. But even David felt this way
when he did not confess his sin. Finally, he concluded, “For when I
kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was
dried up as by the heat of summer” (Psalm 32:3-4).

It is possible for Christians to resist God and, as a result, get
exhausted as God disciplines them. Therefore, the writer to the
Hebrew believers reminded us, In your struggle against sin you have
not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you
forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do
not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when
reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and
chastises every son whom he receives (Hebrews 12:4-6).

It is also common for us to become weighed down because of
the sins others commit against us. In a general sense, we have to
contend with sinful lifestyles that can make us weary. For example,
the various sins of the flesh like, sexual immorality, impurity,
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things
like these (Galatians 5:19b-21a). Your culture considers those things
to be entertainment. It is the character of last days kind of people.
Paul warned Timothy, But understand this, that in the last days there
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will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers
of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy,  heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without
self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen
with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people (2
Timothy 3:1-5). Dealing with such traits expressed by sinners makes
us weary. Sinners who live this way ought to be exhausted because
of their fight with God. Specifically the effects of sin can be
experienced in health issues or even death. 

Jesus promises rest to people who sense the weariness that
comes from sin. To those who struggle with the fight against sin
Jesus gives the invitation to come and enjoy rest. The Greek word
anapaumo (rest) means to refresh or revive after a long day’s work or
a long journey. Most literally it speaks of cessation from action or
motion. Practically the rest Jesus offers is freedom from that which
wearies, a state of being settled, a state of confidence or trustfulness.

When we are made right with our Creator through His grace that
leads us to faith, we can stop fighting with Him. That is rest. We can
stop trying to please Him through our own efforts. That is rest. We
can be settled in the confidence of His Word. That is rest.

But the idea of rest doesn’t stop with salvation. The text reveals
that Jesus gave us an invitation to learn how to rest. “Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light” (vv.29-30). The invitation for us is simple enough. Take
Jesus’ yoke and learn. First century people understood the picture.
The yoke forced a young ox to work in conjunction with a mature ox.
The older ox would carry most of the burden until the young ox
learned how to work with him. The work was easy when the two
didn’t not work against each other but shared the load.

The chief characteristic an ox needed when learning to be yoked
was meekness to submit to the yoke. The ox is plenty strong enough
to fight the yoke and make things miserable for both oxen. But when
his strength was contained and controlled, he could apply it to the
yoke.

No one ever pictured this better than God the Son who humbly
submitted to the yoke of the Heavenly Father’s will. The Son’s
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burden was to do the Father’s will. The disciples learned this when
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and
to accomplish his work” (John 4:34). And when He said, “We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming,
when no one can work” (John 9:4). When we are born again through
faith in Christ, we submit to the same burden He bore and continues
to bear.

Another very important lesson we learn is that pleasing God is
easy when we are in the yoke with the beloved Son who has already
accomplished the Father’s will. Pleasing our friends is difficult.
Pleasing our associations in the world is impossible. Pleasing
ourselves is unsatisfying. Our burden to please the Father, Christ
shares with us and makes it easy.

Learning to be like Jesus brings rest. Our flesh reacts against the
idea of humbly submitting our hearts to Jesus’ yoke. But when we do
what our Creator desires for us to do, we find rest from the chaos of
life and sin. G. Campbell Morgan said, “With one’s head upon His
bosom there comes to the fevered heart the rest of eternity, the peace
the passes all understanding.” (G. Campbell Morgan, Studies in the
Four Gospels, Old Tappan, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1931, p.123)

What a wonderful invitation our Savior holds out to sinners
caught up in the chaos of sin. What a wonderful invitation for us who
trust Him to remember again the peace and rest that comes from
humbly staying in His yoke with Him, bearing the burden of doing
the Father’s will. 
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