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Foreword  

1. God’s self-revelation is the most amazing truth of redemptive history. 

2. For this reason the first verses of Hebrews provide both a preface to the book and a summary of that 

revelation.  

3. A very striking feature is the subtle way that Jesus is presented to the Jewish readers at the 

termination of this process. 

4. The Jews believed that all who wrote Scripture were prophets. 

a. Moses was a prophet because he wrote the Pentateuch (Deut. 18:15). 

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 

brothers—it is to him you shall listen.” 

b. The authors of the historical books (Joshua through Kings) were called the “former prophets.” 

c. Thus, “God spoke to our fathers by the prophets” means that He spoke through those who wrote 

the OT.   

I. Pauline Authorship  

Arthur Pink makes a compelling case for why we should consider Paul to be the author of the book. 

1. There are clear marks that are Pauline, such as the pattern of enumerating details (Comp. Rom. 

8:35–39 with Heb. 12:18–24; each has a list containing 17 items grouped in 2 sets of 7 and 10 

respectively. See also Gal. 5:19–21-the works of the flesh). 

2. There is unique Pauline terminology in Hebrews. 

a. For example, only Paul uses “sons” for believers, while all others refer to believers as “children.” 

b. Compare terminology in Rom. 8:16 with Heb. 10:15. 

“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” and “And the Holy 

Spirit also bears witness to us.”  

c. Note the reference to “bonds” in 10:34: “For ye had compassion of me in my bonds” (KJV).   

3. Only Paul solicited prayer in his letters (Heb. 13:18: “Pray for us”). 

4. The mention of Timothy and the saints in Italy (12:23) suggest that Hebrews may have been written 

during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome. 

5. To assure the authenticity of his letters, Paul finished them in his own hand with “Grace be with 

you” (2 Thess. 3:17, 18); Hebrews ends with “Grace be with all of you.” 

“I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is the sign of genuineness in every letter of 

mine; it is the way I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” 

6. Finally, Pink observes that if Paul did not write Hebrews, then there are only 13 Pauline epistles, 13 

being an evil number. 

With Hebrews, Paul has 14 epistles: 7X2—a perfect (7) witness (2) to the glorious Christ. 

7. If Paul did write Hebrews, why was his name omitted from the letter?  



a. For whatever reason, Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, was writing to Jewish believers.  

b. Jewish readers, even the believers, would have objected to Paul because they suspected Paul of 

deserting Moses and the law (Acts 21:21: “They are all zealous for the law, and they have been 

told about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling 

them not to circumcise their children or walk according to our customs”).  

c. His name would have detracted from his purpose to exalt the true Apostle, Jesus Christ (3:1: 

“Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and 

high priest of our confession”). 

II. The Nature of Revelation  

1. God revealed Himself and His will in two phases—progressively and finally (v. 1).  

a. Although “God” appears at the head of the sentence in the AV, the structure of the Greek puts the 

emphasis on His speaking (the doctrine of revelation).  

b. The characteristic of that work (revealing) was imperfect by design—little by little, here and there, 

but culminating finally in full disclosure (Isa. 28:9–13).  

2. The progressive nature of God’s past speaking to the fathers is contrasted with Israel’s disobedience 

(Isa. 28:5–8; 14ff; see also Psa. 118:22, 23). 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the LORD’s doing; it is 

marvelous in our eyes.” 

a. For example, observe the cryptic nature of Isaiah’s prophecy of the “tested” stone in Zion’s 

foundation (see 1 Pet. 2:6; Matt. 21:42; Acts 4:11; Eph. 2:20).  

“For it stands in Scripture: ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 

precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’” 

“Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

“This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 

cornerstone.” 

The house hold of God is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

himself being the cornerstone.” 

b. Thus, the writer of Hebrews introduces his theme in a way that will provoke the least natural 

animosity from the reader. All will acknowledge the basic truth. 

3. At the same time, Paul credits Judaism (the fathers) with authority because God had spoken to 

them. 

a. It was unto the fathers that God entrusted His word (Rom. 3:1, 2); even though they proved 

unfaithful, God’s faithfulness was thereby highlighted (vv. 3, 4). 

“Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in every 

way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.”  

“What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? By no 

means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written, ‘That you may be justified 

in your words, and prevail when you are judged.’”  



b. In spite of Israel’s unfaithfulness, God’s revelation through the prophets is the foundation of the 

gospel (Rom. 1:1–3: “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh”). 

4. To summarize God’s speaking to the fathers—  

a. That speaking was glorious but with a glory that faded (2 Cor. 3:7: “Now if the ministry of death, 

carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face 

because of its glory, which was being brought to an end”) 

b. As to character, the speaking was partial and scattered.  

c. As to the nature of the speaking, the message was filled with mystery—cryptic and vague, often 

couched in type and symbol.  

d. As to prophets themselves, the instruments were fallible and sinful flesh, but they spoke the truth.  

III. The Authority of the Heir  

1. Paul contrasts God’s speaking in the past to the fathers with His speaking finally and perfectly in 

these “last days” through His Son: “This is my beloved Son, hear Him” (Matt. 17:5: “He was still 

speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is 

my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him’”).  

2. Prophets were called, but the Son was appointed.  

a. As heir, Christ’s appointment has greater dignity (Acts 2:36; Psa. 2:7, 8; John 5:19). 

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

“I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you.’”  

“So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but 

only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.’” 

b. As heir, Christ’s appointment was proper (Isa. 14:27; 46:10; Psa. 89:7; note Mark 12:7).  

“For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who 

will turn it back?” 

“My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.” 

“Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD, a God greatly to be feared in the council of the 

holy ones, and awesome above all who are around him?” 

However, take note of Israel’s evil view: “But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. 

Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’” 

c. As heir, Christ’s appointment has full authority (Matt. 28:18; 25:31. 32). 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 

glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.” 

  



Application  

No one will fully understand the glory that is Jesus Christ until he first understands this foundational 

premise: God speaks to us. He spoke to the fathers through the prophets in various ways and at 

different times. He has spoken to us fully and finally through His own Son, the heir of all things.  

Are you listening to the Son? How important is God’s revelation to you? Does the Word of God have 

the priority in your life that its glory, dignity, and authority deserve? How much do you yearn for the 

Word to impact the culture around you? How much to you pray for the Word to change lives—yours 

and others’? 


