
With or Without God 

Ecclesiastes 
 

Good morning, everyone.  Today’s message comes from a book of the bible that a lot of people stay 

away from.  In fact, many have wondered why in the world it’s even in the bible.  It does have one of 

the most notoriously quoted passages of the bible in it.  I’m sure you have heard it before.   

 

“There is a time and a season for everything under the sun.  A time for “this” and a time for 

“that”….” 

 

I’m not sure all that many people know that’s a bible passage, but it is.  It comes from the book of 

Ecclesiastes.  Ecclesiastes is one of the wisdom books.  And it’s very different than the others. 

 

Of all the books of the bible, perhaps this is the book in which it is most important to read the whole 

thing before you try to get God’s meaning from any single part.   

 

It’s like the author was journaling his way through his frustrations and observations of life as a way of 

getting his own feet back on solid ground.   

 

The author is King Solomon, and for the message God wanted to get through to his people there 

probably wasn’t anyone better to write it. 

 

1. He was the wealthiest and most powerful, the most globally famous king in Israel’s history. 

2. He was, at least for a period, the wisest and most knowledgeable of Israelites. 

3. His life experiences made him an experienced authority on the primary subject at hand. 

 

The central problem Solomon is dealing with is the seeming pointlessness of life in this world.  After 

having worked incredibly hard and accomplished so very much as the king of Israel, after having both 

restrained himself as well as given himself fully to worldly pleasures, and such he came to the 

conclusion, at least for a while, that all of it was comparable to chasing after the wind. 

  

Turn in your bibles to Ecclesiastes and I will read the first two chapters, and you will begin to get the 

idea. 

 

Eccl 1-2 

 

What the author is struggling with is pretty common.   

 

After having nearly raised 4 kids and shepherded a congregation for many years I can relate to his 

some of his frustrations. 

 

I clean the kitchen before I leave for work, and I return home and the cleaning job didn’t stick. 

I picked up toys and pieces of toys by the hundreds at night before bed, and when I return from work 

there they are again. 



I’ve prepared a message to teach on Sunday, and then Monday comes with another Sunday soon to 

follow. 

 

I can see where a person after a good deal of time, energy, effort etc., can become cynical about 

almost anything.  Negativity can cloud me over quite quickly if I’m not careful how I think about such 

things. 

 

The title of my message is “With or Without God.”   

 

And what I want us to do this morning is consider a couple of the key areas that Solomon considered, 

and the affect it has to either factor out or factor in our eternal God.  And by factoring God in or out 

of something, I’m referring to not only God Himself, but factoring in the truth of God, the character 

and ultimate purpose God has for the world, the eternal perspective of things as well as the temporal.   

 

Now Solomon never stopped believing in God.  But the ultimate aim of serving divine and eternal 

purposes and such did get lost.  The “why” behind much of what he did somehow shifted from God 

and His purposes to temporal purposes. The result was very a negative or pessimistic outlook, and the 

initial conclusion that all is pointless. 

 

But eventually Solomon came to see that his frustrations about the seeming pointlessness of all his 

accomplishments and hard work and morality were soothed only when considered in the light of an 

eternal God rendering eternal judgment.  

 

The final verses of the book clarify this: Eccl 12:13-14 “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear 

God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.  For God will bring every act to 

judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.” 

 

The first area I’d like us to consider is the area of work. 

 

Area #1: The God factor makes our work meaningful. 

 

The primary accomplishment of King Solomon was fortifying the land of Israel to a place of great 

security, and then establish economic growth engines that brought prosperity to the people. 

 

It turned out that all he did also made quite a name for himself.   

 

But it only took a little long range contemplation to realize that all he did could be undone.  If he led 

Israel to a place of great strength and prosperity, then so could someone else in a neighboring land 

and their objective could be to take over their land and then it would be all for naught. 

 

1:9 “that which has been done is that which will be done.  So there is nothing new under the son.”  

 

1:11 “there is no remembrance of earlier things; and also of the latter things which will occur.  There will 

be for them no remembrance among those who will come later still.” 

 



When it occurred to him that what he has done has been done by others and would be done by still 

others, it became apparent to him that all he had done could be decimated by either someone else 

who does it better and not for the purpose of peace but for the purpose of conquest.   

 

Too, all he did would then be forgotten.  Consequently just as one or two great, wise and effective 

leaders in a row could lead a country to prosperity, so could a couple of poor, ineffective leaders let 

everything go to pot.  So what benefit was there? 

 

Now let’s factor God in.   

 

If your objective is not to establish a nation, policies, infrastructure etc. that will last forever; but rather 

to serve God’s purposes in your generation, to serve the following generation as his father did him, 

but most of all to do his part in serving God’s ultimate aim through his covenant people, then his 

work becomes an eternal work. 

 

Let’s get to something more current.  When I first moved here in 1988 one of the strong churches of 

our association was Friendship Baptist Church in Ft. Atkinson.  Larry Creamer, who is now effectively 

pastoring in Appleton, WI, was the pastor at the time and the church was growing, reaching people, 

etc.   

 

Larry, and I’m sure many of his people, put in a great many years of passionate labor into planting 

and establishing that congregation.  They bought and paid for land and a decent facility, which we 

know is no small accomplishment. 

 

Today that congregation no longer exists.  The building has been sold off.  And there is no such thing 

as Friendship Baptist Church.  What happened?  Well, when Larry left he was followed by an 

ineffective leader, who over time the people just could not follow.  The church grew smaller and 

smaller and smaller.   

  

But does that mean all the labor, and all the tears and prayers, and evangelistic strategizing, the 

vacation bible schools and Sunday school lessons and sermons are all vanity and chasing after the 

wind? 

 

The community may one day forget that the church existed or that Pastor Larry Creamer ever was 

there.  And if you measure the significance of the work by how long it continues, then one may say it 

was all pointless.  But if significance and meaning is measured by whether or not souls were saved 

and disciples were made, marriages got off to a God glorifying start, and the gospel was administered 

at funerals and such, then vanity would not be an appropriate word would it?   

 

On judgment day will the work which was done for the Lord be remembered?  Yes.  Will there be 

souls in heaven because for a period of time FBC conducted gospel ministry? Yes.  Are there 

marriages in that community that provided safe, healthy, Christ-centered home for children who by 

now are living wholesome lives that sprung from a good foundation that has its roots in week in and 

week out gospel ministry? 

 



With God more or less out of the picture, Solomon forgot that he wasn’t building and establishing the 

kingdom of Israel for his own name or to be remembered; it wasn’t in order to do something that 

would stand throughout the rest of human history.  He lost sight that as a child of God and a member 

of the covenant people he existed to serve, worship, and glorify God through his work.     

 

Some of you have bought, built and remodeled homes, putting countless hours of effort into it, not to 

mention money.  But if you have honored and glorified God in your dealings and made what goes on 

inside that home something that is beautiful before the Lords eyes, then it’s not vain.  It’s not vanity 

and chasing the wind.   

 

When we lose sight of God and His purposes and His glory as our chief aim, and our work as the 

means to that chief aim, then the things we invest ourselves in always have value and meaning. 

 

Thus we become clear on where the meaning in life lies and how we can so easily shift away from it. 

 

Area #2: The God factor makes pleasure enjoyable without regret. 

 

Another area that Solomon got off track in was with pleasure seeking.  Chapter 2 takes us into a list of 

ways he gave him over to seeking pleasure.  He indulged himself in materialism, hobbies, recreation, 

acquiring servants, gold and silver, concubines for sexual pleasure unbridled.  

 

And of course as we can imagine, without any boundaries, he became his own god essentially.   

 

It turns out that more isn’t better, and letting lose all restraint is not a recipe for joy, but it certainly is 

for regret.   

 

His heart was led away by his many wives and concubines.  His wealth and success caused the 

dependent humble heart he started with to foster a spirit of independence and invincibility.  And as 

we will see down the road in our Old Testament study, this brought on the judgment of God.  The 

kingdom was divided and 10 of the other tribes were no longer loyal to the Davidic Dynasty and to 

the descendants of David and Solomon. 

 

Satan will lie to each of us and tell us if we just didn’t have to submit to God’s commands and live 

within boundaries that we would be happier.  Guess what?  It’s a lie.   

 

Factor in God to this arena and you have pleasure without regret.  Use material resources as steward 

for God rather than a god itself and there is joy both in the spending and the giving. 

 

Sexual expression within the commands and parameters God has given us and there are no teen 

pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases, no unwanted pregnancies, no abortions, no victims of the 

pain of adultery.  But does that mean that there is no joy or enjoyment in our sexualit?.  Hollywood 

would suggest sex within marriage as restrictive and boring.  As a married person myself I will just say 

– “I beg to differ.” 

 

Pleasure without regret. 



 

Conclusion:  There is more to entertain in this interesting and challenging book of the bible.  But here 

is the bottom line.   

 

God wants us to experience a deeply meaningful life.  He wants us to enjoy the world He has made.  

He wants us to enjoy deeply meaningful relationship,s but it happens under the umbrella of the fear 

of the Lord and within the limits, principles, wisdom and commandments He has given us in the bible. 

 

The scriptures are for us, not against us.  They show us how to live our lives fully with the God factor 

all around us and in us. 

 

And Jesus is the means to that life that God wants us to have.   

 

John 10:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


