
Title: “Order in the Trinity: A Paradigm for Us” 
Text: 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
Theme: Order in the Trinity is an order of role and function. It 
sets the tone and basis for all of life.   Remove the Trinity as the 
basis of life, and every other kind of order eventually breaks 
down. 

 

 
 

 

I. Key Issues in the Doctrine of the Trinity 

A. Real ______________________ Distinctions in the Godhead 

 

 

B. Ordered Personal ___________________________ in the 

Ontological Trinity 

 

 

C. ______________________ Trinity 

 

 

D. Mutual ________________________ of Each Person 

 

II. Paul’s Counsel about Order in 1 Corinthians 11 

 

A. Proper ____________________ in Worship 

 

 

 

B. The Traditional View 

 

 

C. “________________” – A Key Issue in This Verse 

 

 

 

D. Brief Exposition of Passage 

 

 

 

 

III. How Ignorance Of or Rebellion Against Trinitarian Truth Impacts 
Our World Today 

 

 

A. Loss of _____________________ Identity 

 

 

 

B. Disordered _____________________________ 

 

 

 



Questions to Discuss and Consider at Home or in Small Group: 

1. Who are the three persons revealed in the one Godhead?   

2. What are the personal properties of the distinct persons of the 

Godhead [Larger Catechism, Q. 10]?   

3. What is the description (adjective) given to the Trinity that views how 
the members of the Trinity manage the plan of redemption?   

4.  Do each of the persons of the Trinity mutually indwell the others?  If 
not, why not?  If so, how do we know?  

5. What is Paul addressing in 1 Corinthians 11:3-16?   

6. What is the fundamental principle Paul expounds in dealing with this 
issue (v. 3)?   

7. What particular word gives rise to a disputed issue in this passage (v. 
3)?   

8. What is the traditional view of the disputed word from verse 3?   

9. Do you think that Jesus’ submission to His Father is only temporary? 
Explain.  

10. In what two ways did the message specify that a lack of understanding 
and embracing the Trinity impacted families?   

11. No one will be able to fully understand the nature and being of God.  
But if you had to describe or explain to someone for the first time, how 
would you go about it? 

12. History is replete with examples of people who emphasized one aspect 
of God’s nature at the expense of another.  Sabellius emphasized the 
unity of God at the expense of the persons and propagated the error 
known as modalism.  Arius emphasized the three persons at the 
expense of the unity of God and taught that the Son was created (as the 
modern Jehovah Witnesses do).  How do believers keep from falling 
into this error?  Does it matter?  Why or why not? 

13. There is a “Jesus only” strain of Pentecostalism that perpetuates the 
errors of Sabellianism (modalism), teaching that Jesus is a 
manifestation of the one God, the Holy Spirit is another manifestation, 
and the Father a third manifestation.  Should these folk be counted as 
Christians?  Can they be saved from their sins? 

14. How can husbands lead their families in such a way that balances 
equality with their wives and yet preserves the ordered pattern of the 
Trinity that they should reflect? 

15. The message touched upon the issue of gender confusion (loss of 
identity) and its impact upon children.  In what ways do you see this 

happening today?  Is this overblown?  If not, what can parents do for 
their sons and daughters to foster healthy gender identification? 

16. What should a parent do when he or she discovers that his child is 
exhibiting gender confusion?   

17. How can your prayers become more Trinitarian (if not already)? 

18. Marriage conflicts are usually never simplistic, but what should a 
spouse do when he or she loses respect for his/her partner?  How 
should a wife cope who finds it very difficult to submit and respect 
her husband?  How should a husband respond to his wife when he 
doesn’t have romantic feelings?  Is it really possible to imitate the 
Trinity?  If so, how?  

19. Can you identify (or hypothesize) other consequences from a loss of 
emphasis and understanding of God’s triune nature in western 
society? 

20. Do you believe that gender identity is rooted in the Trinity?  Why or 
why not?  If not, where is it grounded?  If so, how do we know?  

 

 

 

 


