
Protecting the Servants of God, Part Four: 

The Tribulation (Revelation 7:9-17) 

By Pastor Jeff Alexander (9/6/2015) 

Introduction  

1. We have noted that the two groups in John’s visions (chapter 7) are two views of the same 

people, the church.   

a. The first group is the church militant, sealed and ready to follow the Lamb wherever He 

goes.  

b. The second group is the church victorious, standing before the throne and rejoicing in their 

salvation. 

2. Clearly, the great multitude represents the whole company of the elect of all ages now in 

glory. 

3. The big question: What is the great tribulation out of which these white-robed saints have 

come? 

a. The pre-millennial view—those “left behind” who are saved in the tribulation period at the 

end of the age  

b. The amillennial view, which we now explain  

4. The question hinges on Jesus’ use of the term in Matthew 24:21, referring to Daniel 12:1. 

a. The Daniel prophecy relates to Antiochus Epiphanies’ assault on Jerusalem in the inter-

testamental period (11:40) but points to the final assault on Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (near/far). 

b. The problem is how it applies to those in John’s vision (7:9-17).  

I. Matthew 24 Re-examined  

1. We must be careful not to read into the text what we think it says or what we want it to say. 

2. The context is a response to the revelation of the destruction of the temple, ending the old 

covenant (vv. 1-3). 

a. The disciples assumed that the destruction of the temple meant Christ’s coming and the 

end of the age. 

b. The disciples wanted specific “signs” to observe, but Jesus gave them trends (Matt. 12:38, 

39). 

3. A basic outline of Matthew 24: 

a. The response to the revelation of verse 2 (vv. 1-3). 

b. The trends to ignore—“but the end is not yet” (vv. 4-8).  

c. The trends to observe—“then the end will come” (vv. 9-14). 

d. Specific warning about the destruction of the temple (vv. 15-35). 

1) The coming of the Son of Man for judgment (v. 27). Beware of those claiming a secret 

parousia of Christ (vv. 23–28). 



2) The “banner” of the Son of Man in heaven (v. 30). This is judgment language for the 

rejection of the Messiah (Luke 21:20 fulfilling Dan. 11:31). Note also the time reference 

(v. 29). There is no mention of the parousia in this paragraph. 

e. Information about the end of the Messianic age (vv. 36-51). 

1) The parousia of Christ is prominently renewed (v. 37, 42, 44). 

2) The disciples (and the readers) are challenged to watch and be ready (42–44). a) Faithful 

and wise servants are rewarded (vv. 45–47). b) Wicked servants are judged (vv. 48–51; 

40, 41). 

II. The Nature of Tribulation  

1. Tribulation and the near/far principle 

a. This principle is illustrated with the destruction of the temple and the days before Christ’s 

parousia. Great wrath fell on the Jews for their persecution of Jesus (John 5:16; 15:20; 

note Jesus’ prayer in Luke 23:24 and the 40 years to A.D. 70). 

b. The great multitude of Revelation 7 constitutes all believers of this age; thus, they are seen 

as having come out of the great tribulation. 

2. Tribulation (thilipsis) is experienced by believers only (John 16:33; Acts 14:22; Rom. 8:35; 

12:9-21). 

a. Tribulation results from the opposition of sinful rebels to God and His purposes; thus, the 

people of God are directly involved in this conflict (Acts 20:23).  

b. Tribulation serves as the grounds for God’s wrath on unrepentant sinners (2 Thess. 1:3–

12). 

3. The purpose of tribulation for believers  

a. Tribulation through suffering of opposition is a mercy due to remaining sin, testing faith to 

reveal persevering grace. 

This is supported by the white garments, which are metaphorical for overcoming (Zech. 3:3-

5, Rev. 3:4). 

b. The only place in the OT where saints are said to wear white garments is in Daniel 11:35 

and 12:10, which speaks of end-time believers (Rom. 5:3–5; 1 Pet. 1:7). 

c. Because the Lamb has reversed the effects of Adam’s fall, the redeemed overcome through 

steadfast faith. This explains their entrance to the throne (7:13, 14).  

d. This passage fulfills the promise of God through Moses in Deuteronomy 4:26–31.  

Use  

1. “The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his 

name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (Rev. 3:5, 6). 

2. “But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 

was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect” (Matt. 24:43, 44). 


